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Our Reference 15-411 

Your Reference Magdalena Thembalisha Adit Section 24G 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The purpose of this meeting was to meet with the authorities to introduce the activities that 

have been undertaken at the Magdalena Colliery, particularly with regards to the 

Thembalisha Adit, in order to obtain input and clarity from the Competent Authority (CA) 

regarding the required legislative processes to be followed in order to ensure environmental 

compliance.   

 

This memo includes brief minutes of this meeting.   

 

Subject: 
Magdalena Colliery Thembalisha Adit Pre-Application Meeting 

Venue: Department of Mineral Resources (Durban Bay House, 333 Anton 

Lembede Street, Durban), Boardroom 

Date: 

Time: 

27/11/2017 

 

14:00 

Attendance: 

Brendan Smith (GCS) (BS) 

Karoon Moodley (DMR) (KM) 

Nomfundo Magubane (DMR) (NM) 

Frank Talbot (Buffalo Coal) (FT) 

Dineo Nyambose (Buffalo Coal) (DN) 

Rowan Karstel (Buffalo Coal) (RK) 

Debbie Ntombela (Shepstone & Wylie) (DN) 

Apologies: n/a 

Distribution: 
Attendees 
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ITEM ACTION 

1. Project Background and Introduction 

 Debbie Ntombela (DN) welcomed everyone and thanked them for their time.  

 DN explained the purpose of the meeting, as well as a brief overview of the 

mine operations at Magdalena Colliery (Magdalena). 

 DN further summarised the various key incidents that have taken place at 

Magdalena in recent history, and how this has led to our meeting today.  

 

 

2. Presentation 

 Frank Talbot (FT) presented the presentation, please refer to Appendix A 

for a copy of this presentation. 

 Brendan Smith (BS) re-iterated Buffalo Coal’s intention to become fully 

compliant to all applicable environmental regulations.  BS explained that he 

has been appointed to achieve this goal, a timeline has been drafted and 

Buffalo Coal aim to be fully compliant with regards to all of their mining 

operations by October 2018. 

 

3. Open Discussion 

 Karoon Moodley (KM) enquired about the date of commencement of this 

activity. 

 FT explained that following the flood and collapse of the underground 

workings, open cast mining was undertaken at this location in September 

2014.  Numerous attempts were made to re-instate the existing access, 

however this failed.  As a result, construction for the new adit commenced 

in May 2015 in order to keep the mine operational. 

 KM confirmed that this activity therefore commenced under the new 

regulations (2014 EIA Regulations) and that the DMR is the CA. 

 KM referred to the site map and enquired about the proximity of the adit to 

the households. 

 FT confirmed that the households were still inhabited and situated at that 

location. 

 Nomfundo Magubane (NM) enquired as to whether all the infrastructure and 

mining operations are within the existing approved mining right area. 

 FT confirmed this. 

 KM requested the specific listed activities that have bene triggered by this 

commenced activity, in order to determine whether a Basic Assessment (BA) 
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ITEM ACTION 

or Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (S&EIA) process is 

followed. 

 BS will supply the triggered listed activities. 

 KM confirmed that once the listed activities are provided, the DMR can 

obtain legal feedback and provide a written confirmation of the process to 

be followed. 

 KM confirmed that a Section 24G Process and that a fine would be issued, as 

per the legislated process. 

 KM confirmed that once the Section 24G Application is submitted, the DMR 

will undertake a site visit and determine the fine amount. 

 BS explained the various specialist studies that have been undertaken for 

the Thembalisha Adit, in order to minimise any potential negative 

environmental impacts. 

 FT provided an overview of the annual external EMP audit results, and noted 

the significant improvement this year. 

 KM noted the closure period between 15 December and 6 January. 

 

 

BS 

4. Conclusion 

 DMR to confirm legislative process upon receipt of the listed activities 

triggered by this activity from BS. 

 Meeting end 14:30 

BS 
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MAGDALENA COLLIERY 
THEMBALISHA SHAFT



PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING 

| 2

• Provide a brief overview and timeline of recent mining 
activities at Magdalena Colliery.

• Discuss the various factors that have influenced these 
mining activities.

• Provide an overview of current activities at Magdalena.
• Discuss the social, financial and environmental context of 

mining activities at Magdalena.
• Outline environmental authorisations, pending 

applications and specialist studies/assessments that 
have been undertaken at Magdalena.

• Obtain agreement on the way forward to align the 
current mining activities with legislative requirements.



MAGDALENA MINING OPERATIONS

• The Magdalena Colliery is located 22 km from the town 
of Dundee in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

• Encompasses approximately 1,844 hectares. 
• This includes the Magdalena underground workings, 

washing plant, workshops, discard dump, weigh bridge  
and security.  

• Estimated measured and indicated mineable coal 
resource of 50.29 million tonnes of in situ coal with an 
estimated volume of 33.52 million cubic meters.

• Production capacity of 100,000 tonnes of saleable 
bituminous coal per month.

| 3
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• A series of events took place that had an adverse effect 
on Magdalena Colliery, these were:
1. September 2013: Geological down throw in panel 500 resulting in 

major disruption on production for 6 months, until March 2014.
2. August 2014: Withdrawal of the Section 102 application for the 

proposed open cast mining extension.  This resulted in the 
discontinuation of the proposed project, which placed added 
pressure on underground production levels.

3. September 2014: Flooding of the underground workings, this 
stopped production and cut off access to the working sections.

4. February 2015: A Section 189 process was initiated as a result of 
loss in production and subsequent rising costs.

5. August 2015: Collapse of Panel 100 and subsequent closure of 
access to underground workings. 

6. October 2015: A Section 189 process was initiated as a result of loss 
in production and subsequent rising costs.

OVERVIEW OF RECENT MINING ACTIVITIES 



TIMELINE OF EVENTS
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS
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AREA RENDERED INACCESSIBLE DUE TO FLOODING AND 
COLLAPSE OF WORKINGS
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AREA AFFECTED BY 
FLOODING 16-09-2014

COLLAPSE OF 
PANEL 100 4-
8-2015

AREA CLOSED-DMR AUG 
2015

THEMBELISHA ADIT 
ONLY ACCESS TO WORKINGS
OPENCAST VOID
ALFRED+GUS SEAM PANEL 404

VENTILATION ADIT IN 
OPENCAST VOID

VENTILATION ADIT + 
EMERGENCY ACCESS IN 
OPENCAST VOID- ALFRED
PANEL 404 GUS SEAM ACCESS IN 

OPENCAST WORKINGS -
CLOSED

ORIGINAL 
ACCESS TO 
COMBINED 
SEAM

SEC 2 -
GUS

SEC 4
ALFRED

MINING ALFRED
MARCH 2012



ECONOMIC IMPLICATIONS

• As a result of the aforementioned events – there was no access 
to the underground workings at Magdalena.

• This had an impact on production.
• These events culminated in the need to create access to the 

underground workings via a new adit.
• Thembalisha Shaft was subsequently created in the opencast  

void to provide access to the underground workings.
• An additional emergency access and ventilation intake was 

constructed via the opencast void.
• Had this not been done, Magdalena Colliery would have been 

closed immediately. 
• This would have lead to employees losing their jobs and their 

ability to support their families. 
• Due to the overhead costs this would have also affected 

Aviemore Colliery and its economic sustainability (further loss of 
jobs).

• Unfortunately this resulted in unauthorised works as timing was 
critical to the continued operation of the mine and job/food 
security. | 9



THEMBALISHA ADIT
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THEMBALISHA ADIT
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ECONOMIC IMPACT

• Thembalisha Adit is currently the most integral and essential 
part of Buffalo Coal investment. 

• R471.8 million capital investment.
• 167 jobs created during the construction phase (to a value 

of R8 110 547).  
• 61% of these jobs were accrued to previously disadvantaged 

individuals.
• 342 new permanent employment opportunities created 

during the operational phase.
• 74% of these jobs are accrued to previously disadvantaged 

individuals.
• R721 578 768 current/expected value of the employment 

opportunities during the first 10 years.
• More than 578 people would be affected if the operation 

did not exist or continue. 
• Purchases of services and consumables contribute R283.8 

million p.a. to the economy.
| 12



ECONOMIC IMPACT

• The continued operation of the mine is largely 
dependent on the continued operation of the 
Thembalisha Adit.

• The socio–economic importance to the operation of the 
mine would have also affected the contribution towards 
the social labour plan.

• Currently, the existence of the this colliery has funded 
over 8 projects which total to over R22 million. 

• In these projects, more than 48 jobs have been created 
in the local community.

| 13



ENVIRONMENTAL DUE DILIGENCE

| 14

• Prior to the commencement of the construction of 
the adit, various specialist studies were already in 
progress and others commissioned timeously to 
identify, minimize and mitigate any potential 
environmental impact that may arise  or are 
already present  without detrimentally affecting 
the economy of the area.

• Various environmental authorisation application 
processes  have been undertaken at Magdalena, these 
include:
1. 2012: Discard Dump EIA and EMP Amendment – Approved 

in May 2017 by EDTEA
2. 2012: IWULA amendment – completed September  2016
3. 2012: EMPR amendment - completed  September  2016
4. 2014: Opencast extension EMPR Amendment, Alleen 2 

Open Cast Extension



ENVIRONMENTAL DUE DILIGENCE

• Various specialist studies and assessments were already in progress 
and others commissioned timeously to identify, minimize and 
mitigate any potential environmental impact that may arise from, or 
are already present at, Thembalisha Adit.  These include:
1. 2015: Culvert sizing study 
2. 2015: Geotechnical study for culvert crossing completed 
3. 2015: Risk assessment on the environmental impact of the location of 

Thembalisha Adit
4. 2016: Annual external EMPR and IWULA audit
5. 2016: Appointment of an external environmental officer to assist with 

environmental compliance 
6. 2016: Erosion control design for storm water course between the voids 
7. 2016: Environmental legal compliance and risk assessment
8. 2017: Annual external EMPR and IWULA audit
9. 2017: Hydrological Specialist Study and SWMP update (to include 

Thembalisha Adit)
10. 2017: Numerical Groundwater model update (to include Thembalisha 

Adit)
11. 2017: Buffalo’s environmental unit was expanded in order to assist with 

environmental compliance matters 
• In addition, quarterly surface and ground water monitoring is 

undertaken and annual reports are submitted to the DWS. | 15



STORM WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM 
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PROPOSED REMEDIAL MEASURES

• Undertake required processes required by the DMR in 
order to apply for approval of commenced activities.

• GCS have been appointed as the EAP.
• Undertake any further required specialist studies.
• Update and amend the EMPR and IWUL.
• Stabilise the storm water course adjacent the adit.
• Remove spoils stockpile from down stream to 

rehabilitate the closed Gus seams void in the opencast 
workings.

• Continue quarterly water monitoring.
• Continue annual external EMPR and IWUL auditing to 

continually assess environmental compliance levels.

| 17



TIMELINE

• DMR feedback critical in determining way forward and 
associated timelines.

• Section 24G Application – EIA/BA Process.
• EMPR Amendment.
• IWULA process

| 18



FEEDBACK AND DISCUSSION

| 19
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Our Reference 15-411 

Your Reference Magdalena IWULA 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 
The purpose of this meeting was to meet with the authorities to introduce the activities that 

have been undertaken at the Magdalena Colliery, particularly with regards to the 

Thembalisha Adit, in order to obtain input and clarity from the Competent Authority (CA) 

regarding the required legislative processes to be followed in order to apply for an Integrated 

Water Use Licence (IWULA).   

 

This memo includes brief minutes of this meeting.   

 

Subject: 
Magdalena Colliery Pre-Application Meeting 

Venue: Department of Water and Sanitation, Southern Life Building, 9th 

Floor, 88 Joe Slovo Street, Durban 

Date: 

Time: 

16/04/2018 

 

08:30 

Attendance: 

Brendan Smith (GCS) (BS) 

Karin Loukes (GCS) (KL) 

Krishnee Naidoo (DWS) (KN) 

Ayanda Mthalane (DWS) (AM) 

Apologies: n/a 

Distribution: 
Attendees, Zinoju Coal  
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ITEM ACTION 

1. Project Background and Introduction 

 Karin Loukes (KL) gave a brief presentation (refer to Appendix A for a copy 

of this presentation) regarding Magdalena Colliery. 

 This presentation included an historical background to the Colliery, the 

activities (past and present), and the need for an updated IWULA at 

Magdalena Colliery.  

 Magdalena Colliery has an existing Integrated Water Use License (IWUL), 

however a number of unauthorised water uses have been undertaken at 

Magdalena, this includes: 

o Expansion to open cast workings; 

o Expansion to discard dump; 

o Establishment of Thembalisha Adit for access to underground 

reserves; 

o River crossings; 

o Abstraction volumes do not align with those specified in the existing 

IWUL; and 

o Location of infrastructure in proximity to water courses.   

 

 

2. Open Discussion 

 Krishnee Naidoo (KN) requested a map displaying both property and mining 

right boundaries to be submitted with the application.  Karin Loukes (KL) 

will include this with the application.   

 KN confirmed that a new IWULA will be required, not an amendment to the 

existing IWUL. 

 KN and Ayanda Mthalane (AM) required clarification regarding historical 

activities and existing IWUL. 

 KL and Brendan Smith (BS) outlined the existing water uses, and explained 

the currently unauthorised water uses. 

 BS enquired about the process of retrospective licensing of unauthorised 

water uses, the open cast extension has already been completed and 

partially rehabilitated – will this need to be authorised by DWS? 

 These unauthorised water uses commenced in response to the flooding and 

collapsing of underground workings. The DMR inspectorate subsequently 

closed these areas, resulting in no access to the underground workings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

KL 
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ITEM ACTION 

 KN and AM confirmed that this constituted an emergency situation, and the 

DWS Regional Director should have been informed by the applicant so that 

a directive could have been issued. 

 AM enquired about IWULA amendment from 2016, KL and BS unsure of the 

outcome of this, but suspect it was an amendment/update to the IWWMP.  

KL to provide feedback. 

 KN and AM enquired about current abstraction levels, KL and BS explained 

that the applicant is still within the total volume of water authorised in the 

IWUL, however the specific volumes from specific dams are currently not 

aligned with the operational abstraction.   

 KN enquired as to whether the applicant would want to retain the licensed 

water uses of the other dams or would they forfeit these licensed water uses 

and only apply for an increased volume to be abstracted from the Bulwer 

dam. KL will have to clarify with client.  AM reiterated that there is no 

guarantee that these abstraction volumes will be increased – this is 

dependent on the reserve determination.   

 KN advised GCS to include a motivation in the application if the above option 

should take place, explaining that the increase in abstraction at Bulwer does 

not mean an increase in the total abstracted volumes, as the applicant will 

be reducing the abstraction points.   

 KN enquired regarding the proximity of the activities to surrounding water 

resources, KL explained that the activity is in close proximity to drainage 

lines and includes an access road stream crossing.   

 AM enquired about dewatering and use of water, BS explained that all water 

is stored and reticulated.  No discharge occurs. 

 BS explained that there are a number of incorrect license conditions with 

the existing IWUL, and conditions that are currently not applicable to the 

current operational activities.  AM advised that GCS review the existing IWUL 

stringently and identify incorrect and non-compliant license conditions, to 

ensure the new IWUL does not include incorrect conditions.  

 BS explained that an IWUL audit was recently undertaken which has 

identified the conditions that need to be updated.   
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3. Specialist Studies  

 KN advised that the following specialist studies are required: 

1. Floodline assessment; 

2. Water and salt balance update; 

3. Wetland study; and 

4. Hydropedology. 

 KL explained that a geohydrological study has been undertaken, may need 

to be updated. 

 

 

4. Conclusion 

 KN and AM advised that the eWula online application system is not currently 

in use at the Durban Regional Office.   

 GCS to submit hard copy application to 12th Floor (Zama Hadebe). 

 An ‘application’ is considered as: 

o Application form; 

o License forms; and 

o Completed IWWMP Report and Appendices. 

 Thereafter a site visit will be undertaken. 
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MAGDALENA COLLIERY 
IWULA



PURPOSE OF THIS MEETING 

| 2

• Provide a brief overview and timeline of recent mining 
activities at Magdalena Colliery.

• Provide an overview of current water uses at Magdalena.
• Discuss new additional water uses at Magdalena.
• Discuss the social, financial and environmental context of 

mining activities at Magdalena.
• Outline environmental authorisations at Magdalena.
• Obtain agreement on the way forward to license new 

water uses



MAGDALENA MINING OPERATIONS

• The Magdalena Colliery is located 22 km from the town 
of Dundee in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

• Encompasses approximately 1,844 hectares. 
• This includes the Magdalena underground workings, 

washing plant, workshops, discard dump, weigh bridge  
and security.  

• Estimated measured and indicated mineable coal 
resource of 50.29 million tonnes of in situ coal with an 
estimated volume of 33.52 million cubic meters.

• Production capacity of 100,000 tonnes of saleable 
bituminous coal per month.

| 3



LOCALITY
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Dundee



MINE INFRASTRUCURE
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• A series of events took place that had an adverse effect 
on Magdalena Colliery. 

• These events culminated in the need to create access to 
the underground workings via a new adit.

• Thembalisha Shaft was subsequently created in the 
opencast  void to provide access to the underground 
workings.

• An additional emergency access and ventilation intake 
was constructed via the opencast void.

• Had this not been done, Magdalena Colliery would have 
been closed immediately. 

• This would have lead to employees losing their jobs and 
their ability to support their families. 

OVERVIEW OF RECENT MINING ACTIVITIES 



MINE INFRASTRUCURE
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IWUL

• Integrated Water Use Licence (IWUL) issued in August 2011 
• Licence No.: 07N32D/AGJ/968; File No.: 16/2/7N301/C/30)

• Section 21 (a): Taking water from a resource: Taking water 
from various dams and a borehole

• Section 21 (g): Disposing of waste in a manner which  may 
detrimentally impact on a water resource: PCDs, Discard 
dump, Return water dams, Dust suppression, open void 
used for slurry disposal, septic tanks

• Section 21 (j): Removing, discharging or disposing of water 
found underground: Remove water from under ground 
works

• 2012: IWULA amendment – completed September  2016
| 8



IWUL

• There are a number of water use activities which are 
not authorised under the current IWUL and as a result, 
an IWUL amendment is required. 

• These include the 
new Thembilisha shaft and associated infrastructure 

(including the removal of underground water for the 
continuation of mining and a stream crossing); 
the discard dump extension; and 
the new opencast extensions; and
The increased abstraction volume from Bulwer Dam.

| 9



ECONOMIC IMPACT

• Licensing of water uses are essential.
• The continued operation of the mine is largely 

dependent on the continued operation of the 
Thembalisha Adit.

• The socio–economic importance to the operation of the 
mine would have also affected the contribution towards 
the social labour plan.

• Currently, the existence of the this colliery has funded 
over 8 projects which total to over R22 million. 

• In these projects, more than 48 jobs have been created 
in the local community.

| 10



OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS

| 11

• Various environmental authorisation 
application processes  have been 
undertaken at Magdalena, these include:

1. 2012: Discard Dump EIA and EMP Amendment –
Approved in May 2017 by EDTEA

2. 2012: EMPR amendment - completed  September  2016
3. 2014: Opencast extension EMPR Amendment, Alleen 2 

Open Cast Extension
4. 2018: S42G Application Thembalisha Adit 

• In addition, quarterly surface and ground water 
monitoring is undertaken and annual reports are 
submitted to the DWS.



FEEDBACK AND DISCUSSION
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION 

 
SECTION 24G RECTIFICATION AND INTEGRATED WATER USE LICENSE 

APPLICATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW ADIT AND EXPANSION 
OF AN OPENCAST MINE AT THE MAGDALENA COLLIERY IN DUNDEE, 

KWAZULU-NATAL 

GCS REFERENCE NO: 15-411 

 
Notice is hereby given of a public participation process in terms of Section 24G of 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and 
Government Notice R698 of 20 July 2017. This application for rectification relates 
to the new Thembalisha adit and expansion of the opencast mine at the Magdalena 
Colliery in Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal.  These activities span approximately 29 
hectares and were initiated over a period of three years from 2012 to 2015 within 
the existing Mining Rights Area.   
 
An Integrated Water Use License Application (IWULA) is required for the following 
water uses in terms of Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 
1998): 

(a) Abstraction of water; 
(b) Storage of water; 
(c) Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a water course; 
(f) Discharging waste or water containing waste into a water resource 

through a pipe, canal, sewer, sea outfall or other conduit; 
(g) Disposing of waste in a manner that may detrimentally impact a water 

resource; 
(i) Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristic of a watercourse; and  
(j) Removing, discharging or disposing of water found underground. 

 
The Section 24G rectification and IWULA processes will be undertaken by GCS 
Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) on behalf of Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. These 

processes will be undertaken concurrently to integrate and streamline the 
processes. 
 
All Interested and/or Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to register in writing with 
GCS in order to receive further information and correspondence on the project 
including notices on project progress, meetings and reports. I&APs are further 
invited to submit written comments related to the project together with their name, 
contact details, project name and reference number and an indication of any direct 
business, financial, personal or other interest which they have in the application by 
fax or email to the contact person below within 30 days of this notice. Comment by 
2 July 2018. 
 
GCS Pty Ltd  Postal Address 

Natalie Way-Jones PO Box 819 
Tel: 031 764 7130 Gillitts, 3603 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
Email: publickzn@gcs-sa.biz  
 
Date of Notice: 1 June 2018 
  



  



Notice is hereby given of a public participation process in terms of Section 24G of the National Environmental

Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and Government Notice R698 of 20 July 2017. This application for

rectification relates to the new Thembalisha adit and expansion of the opencast mine at the Magdalena Colliery

in Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal. These activities span approximately 29 hectares and were initiated over a period of

three years from 2012 to 2015, within the existing Mining Rights Area.

An Integrated Water Use License Application (IWULA) is required for the following water uses in terms of Section

21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998):

(a)Abstraction of water;

(b)Storage of water;

(c)Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a water course;

(g) Disposing of waste in a manner that may detrimentally impact a water resource;

(i) Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristic of a watercourse; and

(j) Removing, discharging or disposing of water found underground.

The Section 24G application and IWULA processes will be undertaken by GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd

(GCS) on behalf of Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. These processes will be undertaken concurrently to integrate and

streamline the processes.

APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION:
EXPANSION OF OPENCAST MINE AND CONSTRUCTION OF 

NEW THEMBALISHA  ADIT AT MAGDALENA COLLIERY, 

DUNDEE, KWAZULU-NATAL

You are invited to participate in the stakeholder engagement process by registering as an Interested and Affected

Party (I&AP) as well as to raise any issues or concerns about the proposed environmental authorisation,

or to submit suggestions regarding the project. As a registered I&AP, you will receive further information and will

be kept informed of the decisions taken by the competent authorities.

Should you wish to register as an I&AP or to receive a Background Information Document with additional details

on the project, please contact us at the details below by 2 July 2018:

Natalie Way-Jones GCS (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 031 764 7130

Fax: 031 764 7140

E-mail: brendans@gcs-sa.biz

or Post: PO Box 819, Gillits, 3603

Publication Date: 6 June 2018

GCS REFERENCE NO: 15-411

The activities are located on

Portions 1 and 23 of the

Farm Alleen 1 No.15592,

Portion 16 of Farm Slieve

Donald No. 9229, remainder

of Farm Mount Johanna No.

10987 and the remainder of

Farm Magdalena No. 7574.

All activities are located

within the existing approved

Mining Rights area.



Ngalokhu kukhishwa isaziso senqubo yokubandakanya umphakathi ngokweSigaba 24G soMthetho

Wokuphathwa Kwezemvelo Kuzwelonke, 1998 (uMthetho No. 107 ka 1998) kanye neSaziso Sikahulumeni

R698 samhla ka 20 Julayi 2017. Lesi sicelo sokulungisa siqondene nomgodi omusha weThembalisha kanye

nokunwetshwa kwemayini evulekile eMagdalene Colliery eDundee, KwaZulu-Natali. Le misebenzi ilinganiselwa

kumahektha angama-29 njengoba yaqaliswa eminyakeni emithathu edlule, kusukela ngowezi-2012 kuya

kowezi-2015, ngokusebenzisa Amalungelo Okuvukuza Asendaweni akhona.

Kudingeka Isicelo Esididiyele Selayisense Yokusebenzisa Amanzi (i-IWULA) ukuze kusetshenziswe amanzi

ngokweSigaba 21 soMthetho Wezamanzi, 1998 (uMthetho No. 36 ka 1998):

(a)Ukukhishwa kwamanzi;

(b)Ukugcinwa kwamanzi;

(c)Ukususa noma ukuchezukisa indlela amanzi ageleza ngayo emgudwini wamanzi;

(g) Ukuchithwa kwamanzi ngendlela engase ibe nomthelela ongemuhle emthonjeni wamanzi;

(i) Ukushintsha unqenqema, indlela noma isimo somgudu wamanzi; kanye

(j) Nokususa, ukukhipha noma ukuchitha amanzi atholakale ngaphansi.

I-GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd (i-GCS) izoqhuba uhlelo lwesicelo esifakwe ngokweSigaba 24G

nangokwezinqubo ze-IWULA egameni leZinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. Lezi zinqubo zizokwenziwa kanye kanye ukuze

kudidiyelwe futhi kwenziwe izinqubo zihambisane.

ISICELO SOKUCHEZUKISA:
UKUNETSHWA KWEMAYINI EVULEKILE NOKWAKHIWA 

KOMGODI OMUSHA WETHEMBALISHA EMAGDALENA 

COLLIERY

Uyamenywa ukuthi uzibandakanye enqubweni yokubonisana nababambiqhaza ngokubhalisa njengomuntu

Onentshisekelo Nothintekayo (i-I&AP) nokuveza noma eziphi izinkinga noma ukukhathazeka ngokugunyazwa

kwemvelo okuhlongozwayo, noma ukwethula iziphakamiso eziqondene nephrojekthi. Njenge-I&AP, uzonikwa

eminye imininingwane futhi uzokwaziswa ngezinqumo ezithathwe izikhulu ezifanele.

Uma ufisa ukubhalisa njenge-I&AP noma ukuthola Umbhalo Wolwazi Oluyisisekelo olunemininingwane ebanzi

ngephrojekthi, sicela usithinte ngokusebenzisa imininingwane elandelayo engakadluli umhla ka 2 Julayi 2018:

Natalie Way-Jones GCS (Pty) Ltd

Ucingo: 031 764 7130

Ifeksi: 031 764 7140

I-imeyli: brendans@gcs-sa.biz

noma Ngeposi: PO Box 819, Gillits, 3603

Usuku Lokushicilela: 6 Juni 2018

INOMBOLO YENKOMBA YE-GCS: 15-411

Le misebenzi isendaweni

eyiNgxenye 1 no 23 epulazini

i-Farm Alleen 1 No.15592,

Ingxenye 16 yepulazi i-Farm

Slieve Donald No. 9229,

insalela yepulazi i-Farm

Mount Johanna No. 10987

kanye nensalela yepulazi i-

Farm Magdalena No. 7574.

Yonke imisebenzi yakhelwe

endaweni Enamalungelo

Okuvukuza agunyaziwe.



GCS Site Notice Locations 

Magdalena  

Reference Number: 15-411 

Proof of site Notice locations: Erection date: 06 June 2018  

Image GPS Coordinates Location  
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Purpose of this Document

This document provides notice to all stakeholders with information about the expansion 

of the open cast mine and construction of a new adit  at Magdalena Colliery, Dundee, 

KwaZulu-Natal. The activities require an Application for Rectification in terms of 

Section 24G of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 

(NEMA) and an Integrated Water Use License Application in terms of the National Water 

Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998). This Background Information Document (BID) aims to 

explain the public participation process and to invites all I&AP’s to comment on issues 

and concerns related to the project.

The expansion of the open cast mine and new Thembalisha adit of Magdalena Colliery is located within the

managerial district of Dannhauser and district municipality of Amajuba. It is approximately 22km north of the

town of Dundee, in northern KwaZulu-Natal. The site is situated in the V32E quaternary catchment, within

the Pongola-Mtamvuna Water Management Area. The area that has been expanded comprises of Portions

1 and 23 of the Farm Alleen 1 No.15592, Portion 16 of Farm Slieve Donald No. 9229, remainder of Farm

Mount Johanna No. 10987 and the remainder of Farm Magdalena No. 7574. Refer to the Locality Map

attached.

The Magdalena underground mine has a coal resource of 50.29 million tons (Mt) of in situ coal with an

estimated volume of 33.52 million cubic meters (m3) and production capacity of 100,000 tons (t) of saleable

bituminous coal per month. One of the Company’s two (2) processing plants is located on the Magdalena

Property.

Magdalena has an existing, approved Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) (DMR Reference

Number: 30/5/1/2/2/198 MR). The Phase 1 EMPr was approved in 2002 and the Phase 2 EMPr was initially

submitted to the DME (now DMR) in 2006 and re-submitted in 2008. Whilst a number of specialist studies

have been compiled, as well as the undertaking of numerous public participation processes, the required

environmental authorisation’s (EAs) have not been acquired from the relevant Competent Authority (CA).

The extension to the open cast mining area and addition of the new adit were undertaken as a response to

a number of economic and mining-related factors. The activities that have been undertaken without

authorisation span from 2012 to 2015, and these activities were assessed against the relevant Listing

Notices in the EIA regulations in 2010 and 2014 (as amended) below.

Location and Nature of the Activities

Project Description 

Magdalena Colliery is a high quality thermal and metallurgical coal producer that supplies thermal coal,

anthracite and calcine into the domestic and local markets. It is operated by Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd (Buffalo),

with mining rights held by Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd (Zinoju). This application relates to the expansion of the open

cast operations to the west, and addition of the Thembalisha adit. These activities span an extent of

approximately 29 hectares over a period of three years from 2012 to 2015 and fall within the existing Mining

Rights Area.

The applicant commenced these activities without the necessary environmental authorisations and is now

applying for rectification. GCS Water and Environment Pty Ltd (GCS) has been appointed to undertake the

required Environmental Authorisation (EA) and IWULA processes required for the adit and open cast areas.

Background Information Document: 
APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION 

Section 24g Rectification and Integrated Water 

Use License Application for the expansion of the 

open cast mine and construction of the new Adit 

at Magdalena Colliery, Dundee
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Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment Process

Section 24 of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) requires that

certain listed activities, which may have an impact on the environment, trigger the need for environmental

authorisation from a relevant authority before commencing with the activities.

In terms of the proposed project, the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) is the competent authority for

environmental authorisation.

The proposed project triggers activities from GNR922 (2010), GNR982 (2014) and GNR326 (2014, as

amended) due to the timeline of the activities spanning from 2012-2015, when amendments to the legislation

took place:

• Establishment of infrastructure within 100m of a watercourse

o 2010: Listing Notice 1, Activity 11

o 2014: Listing Notice 1, Activity 12

o 2014 (amended): Listing Notice 1, Activity 12

• Extension to open cast mining operations

o 2010: Listing Notice 2, Activity 15

o 2014: Listing Notice 2, Activity 15

o 2014: (amended) Listing Notice 2, Activity 15

• Establishment of Thembalisha Adit

o 2010: Not applicable

o 2014: Listing Notice 1, Activity 12

o 2014 (amended): Listing Notice 1, Activity 12

As such, an application for rectification in terms of Section 24G is required for these listed activities. 

Water Use License Application Process

An Integrated Water Use License Application (IWULA) is required for the following water uses in terms of

Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998):

(a) Abstraction of water;

(b) Storage of water;

(c) Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a water course;

(f) Discharging waste or water containing waste into a water resource through a pipe, canal, sewer, sea

outfall or other conduit;

(g) Disposing of waste in a manner that may detrimentally impact a water resource;

(i) Altering the bed, banks, course or characteristic of a watercourse; and

(j) Removing, discharging or disposing of water found underground;

The IWULA will be submitted to the regional office of the Department of Water and Sanitation. The Section

24G application and IWULA processes will be undertaken by GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd

(GCS) on behalf of Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. These processes will be undertaken concurrently to integrate and

streamline the processes.
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STEP 3: I&AP Review of Draft Section 24G 

Report and amended EMPr

• Based on the findings of the specialist

studies and results of the Public

Participation processes, a draft Section

24G Report and amended EMPr will be

compiled.

• These reports will outline a description of

the receiving environment, and an

assessment of the significance of the

impacts of the activities, and propose

mitigation measures to address these

impacts.

• All registered I&APs will be notified of the

availability of the Draft Section 24G

Report for review over a 30-day period.

• Copies of the Draft Section 24G Report

will be made available at the local public

libraries in the area (to be confirmed) and

on the GCS website (www.gcs-sa.biz).

STEP 4: Final Section 24G Report and

amended EMPr

 The reports will be finalized based on the

results of the public review and submitted

to the regional office of the DMR for

review. All registered I&APs will be

notified of the outcome of the review and

determination of the fine to be paid.

STEP 1: Notify I&APs and Identify Issues

• Notification of I&APs and open register of

I&APs over period of 30 days.

• Record any issues / concerns raised.

• Provide I&APs with Background

Information Documents (BID) for the

Project, including a locality map.

• Coordinate an open day/ public meeting

(as required) to allow I&APs to obtain

additional information and discuss their

issues with the project team.

• All comments received will be included

and addressed in a Comments and

Responses Report.

STEP 2: Appointment of Specialists

• Relevant specialists will be appointed to

undertake assessment and quantification

of the impacts of the activities on the

receiving environment.

• Specialist findings will be reviewed and

incorporated into the Section 24G Report.

Public Participation Process (PPP)

I&AP’s may forward their written comments by 2 July 2018 along with their name, organization,

contact details and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which

they have in the application by post, fax or email to:

GCS Pty Ltd Postal Address:

Brendan Smith PO Box 819

Tel: 031 764 7130 Gillitts

Fax: 031 764 7140 3603

Email brendans@gcs-sa.biz South Africa

Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GCS (PTY ) LTD

The public participation process is an integral part of the Section 24G rectification process, and

continues throughout the life of the project. The key objective of public participation is to identify

issues of concern to the community and proposed suggestions for enhanced benefits. Steps are

as follows:

http://www.gcs-sa.biz/


Determination of Fine by DMR 

2 .

Water Use License 

Application to DWS

Section 24G and Water Use License Process Flow Diagram

Application in terms of 

Section 24G  to DMR

Draft Section 24G report, 

including specialist studies 

and IWWMP 

Final Section 24G application 

submitted to DMR for review

Acceptance of Application

Acceptance of Application from 

DMR

Public review of 

Reports – 30 days

Pre-Application Meetings 

with DMR and DWS

The process shown is as per 

current regional DWS reporting 

requirements

Issue of Environmental 

Authorisation by DMR

Issue of Integrated Water Use 

License by DWS

Acceptance or Rejection of 

WULA report by DWS

Assessment of WULA Report 

by DWS

Notification & Registration Period
Advertisement in Local Newspaper 

Placement of  Site Notices

Distribute BID (this document)

We are here

10 days

139 days
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Magdalena new Adit and opencast mine extension Locality Map



Comments/Response Form
Application for Rectification in terms of Section 24G of NEMA and IWULA for 

the expansion of the open cast mine and construction of the new Adit at 

Magdalena Colliery, Dundee

Stakeholder Registration/Comment Form

Date

Full Name

Organisation and Role

Postal Address

Postal Code

Work/Day Tel Work/Day Fax No

Cell Phone No. E-Mail Address

I  would  like  to  receive  further  information  and  notifications  during  this  process  and  request  

that  you  please register me on your database as an interested and affected party.
Yes

No

Please give us your comments on the Section 24G application and IWULA for the proposed new adit and 

extension of the opencast mine at Magdalena and any issues or concerns you may have which you think 

should be considered during process.

Please clearly state any interest (business, financial, personal or other) you may have in the proposed project 

and/or the application.

Please provide details of any other individuals or organisations that should be registered as I&APs.



 

 
 
 
 

Muntu Onentshisekelo Nothintekayo, 
 
 

Sithanda ukukwazisa ngethuba lokuzibandakanya enqubweni yezemvelo eqhubekayo njengamanje egameni 
leZinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd (iZinoju). IZinoju ifaka isicelo sokuchezukisa ngokweSigaba 24G soMthetho 
Wokuphathwa Kwezemvelo Kuzwelonke, 1998 (uMthetho No. 107 ka 1998) neSaziso Sikahulumeni R698 
samhla zingama-20 kuJulayi 2017, maqondana nokwakhiwa komgodi ongenela entabeni eceleni 
waseThembalisha kanye nokunwetshwa komgomo ovulekile endaweni yokuvukuza okwenziwa ngaphandle 
kokugunyazwa ngokwemvelo okufanele. Le misebenzi ikuNgxenye 1 ye-Alleen No 1 15592 neNsalela 
yeMount Johanna 10987. Sicela ubheke ibalazwe lendawo ngemuva kwaleli phepha. 

 
 

Phezu kwalokho, iZinoju ifaka Isicelo Selayisense Edidiyele Yokusebenzisa Amanzi eqondene 
nokusetshenziswa kwamanzi okulandelayo ngokweSigaba 21 soMthetho Wezamanzi Kuzwelonke, 1998 
(uMthetho No. 36 ka 1998): 

 
 

Isigaba 
21 

Ukusetshenziswa Kwamanzi 

(a) Ukuchezukiswa kwamanzi 
(b) Ukugcinwa kwamanzi 
(c) Ukuthiya noma ukuchezukisa indlela amanzi ageleza ngayo 

emgudwini wamanzi 
(f) Ukukhishwa kwemfucuza noma amanzi anemfucuza angene 

emthonjeni wamanzi ngepayipi, umsele, isitamukoko, 
indawo yokukhiphela amanzi ngaphandle noma enye 
indawo engaphandle 

(g) Ukulahlwa kwamanzi ngendlela engase ibe nomthelela 
omubi emthonjeni wamanzi 

(i) Ukushintsha unqenqema, indlela noma okunye komgudu 
wamanzi 

(j) Ukususa, ukukhipha noma ukulahla amanzi atholakale 
phansi 

 
 

I-GCS Water and Environmental (Pty) Ltd izoqhuba uhlelo lokuchezukisa nokufakwa kwesicelo egameni 
leZinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. 

 
 

Uyamenywa ukuthi ubhalise ngokubhalela i-GCS ukuze uthole eminye imininingwane futhi ubhalelwe 
izincwadi maqondana nale phrojekthi, okubandakanya inqubekela phambili, imihlangano nemibiko. Phezu 
kwalokho, uyamenywa ukuthi uthumele izimvo ezibhaliwe noma izikhalo ngale phrojekthi ufake igama lakho 
nemininingwane yokuxhumana, ngaphambi komhla we-2 Julayi 2018: 

 
 

GCS (Pty) Ltd                                      Ikheli Leposi 
Natalie Way-Jones                          PO Box 819 
Ucingo: 031 764 7130                    Gillitts, 3603 
Ifeksi: 031 764 7140 
I-imeyli: publickzn@gcs-sa.biz

mailto:publickzn@gcs-sa.biz
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northernnatalcourier.co.zaJune 1 Friday, 2018 13

Look 
NO further...

Forward all Vacancy
 Adverts to Jade at

class.courier@caxton.co.za
or

034 218 2536

Looking 
for the right staff?

Apply from Grade 9-12 

APPLY NOW 
89 New Coal and Gas 
Mining Project 2018

Kontak - J.oosthuizen 
mining24@gmail.com or 

victor@diemnyandoros.co.za
Fax: 086 580 6973



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 4 
 

Phase 2 PPP 

(Underway) 



 

 

 

GCS (Pty) Ltd.    Reg No: 2004/000765/07         Est. 1987 

Offices:        Durban        Johannesburg        Lusaka        Ostrava        Pretoria        Windhoek 

Directors:  AC Johnstone (Managing)    PF Labuschagne    AWC Marais    S Pilane (HR)    W Sherriff (Financial) 

Non-Executive Director: B Wilson-Jones 

4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, 3610 
PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603, South Africa 
Tel:  +27 (0) 31 764 7130   Fax: +27 (0) 31 764 7140   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

www.gcs-sa.biz 

 
 

Our Reference 18-0535 Magdalena Section 24G 

DMR Reference KZN30/5/1/2/2/227 MR – Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd 

 

14 November 2018 

 

Dear Stakeholder,  

 

RE: NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT REPORTS FOR PUBLIC REVIEW  

 

Dear Interested and Affected Party, 

 

We would like to inform you of your opportunity to comment on the draft Magdalena Section 

24G Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Programme 

(EMPr) documents as part of the environmental process currently underway on behalf of 

Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd (Zinoju). This forms part of the second phase of public participation. 

 

Zinoju is applying for rectification in terms of Section 24G of the National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and Government Notice R698 of 20 July 2017, 

relating to the construction of the Thembalisha Adit and extension of the open cast mining 

area that were undertaken without the necessary environmental authorisation. These 

activities are located on Portion 1 of Alleen No 1 15592 and Remainder of Mount Johanna 

10987.  

 

The documents can be viewed at the Dundee Public Library, located on Boundary Street, 

Dundee and are also available for download from the GCS website: www.gcs-sa.biz. 

Alternatively, the reports can be emailed to you on request. 

 

You are invited to submit your comments and concerns in writing to GCS with your name and 

contact details, no later than close of business on 14 December 2018: 

 

GCS (Pty) Ltd    Postal Address: 

Brendan Smith     PO Box 819 

Tel: 031 764 7130   Gillitts, 3603 

Fax: 031 764 7140 

Email: publickzn@gcs-sa.biz  

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Brendan Smith   

GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd

http://www.gcs-sa.biz/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 5 
 

Stakeholder database 



I&AP Database as of 13 November 2018 

Sector Title Name Surname Company Tel Fax Mobile E-mail 

Provincial Authority Mr Karoon Moodley 
Department of Mineral 

Resources 
031-335 9600   +27828575803 karoon.moodley@dmr.gov.za  

Provincial Authority Mr Gerald Willissmith 

Department of Agriculture, 

Environmental Affairs and Rural 

Development 

034-299 7908   +27824618674 gerald.willis-smith@kznedtea.gov.za  

Provincial Authority Mr Pieter Kuyler 

Department of Agriculture, 

Environmental Affairs and Rural 

Development 

      Peter.Kuyler@kznedtea.gov.za  

Provincial Authority Ms Colleen Moonsamy 
Department of Water and 

Sanitation 
031-336 2846   +27828080208 MoonsamyC@dws.gov.za  

Provincial Authority Mr Sibusiso  Sikhosana 
Department of Water and 

Sanitation 
      SikhosanaS2@dws.gov.za  

Provincial Authority Mr Dominic Weiners 
EKZNW - Ezemvelo KZN 

Wildlife 
033-845 1544     weinersd@kznwildlife.com  

Provincial Authority Ms Weziwe Tshabalala Amafa 033-394 6543     archaeology@amafapmb.co.za  

Provincial Authority Ms  Michele Schmid Department of Transport       michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
Ms Nokubonga Mahaye 

Department of Education 

Umzinyathi District Office 
034-219 2703 034-219 2154   nokubonga.mahaye@kzndoe.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
  Gugu Shabangu 

Department of Health KwaZulu-

Natal 
034-212 3161 034-212 1211   gugu.shabangu@kznhealth.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
Mr German Ndlozi 

Umzinyathi District Municipality 

Water Services  
034-219 1500 034-218 1940   

ndlozig@umzinyathi.gov.za / 

rc3@umzinyathi.gov.za 

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
  Sharmain Moodley Umzinyathi Municipality 034-219 1554   +27796935359 moodleys@umzinyathi.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
  Caroline Jacobe Endumeni Local Municipality 034-212 2121     caroline@endumeni.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
  Mboneni Nene Dannhauser Local Municipality 034-621 2666   +27833328243 mbonenin@dannhauser.gov.za  

Local Authority 

(Municipality) 
  Nothile Mthimkhulu Amajuba District Municipality 034-329 7323   +27829085764 nothilem@amajuba.gov.za  

Adjacent Landowner Ms Medalle Griffiths Bentex drilling 034-218 2763     bentexoffice@gmail.com  

Adjacent Landowner Mr Tom Honiball Bentex drilling 034-218 2763 034-212 4638 +27824473480 honibal@telkomsa.net  

Adjacent Landowner Mr Terrence Honiball Bentex drilling 034-218 2763   +27824672313 
bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net ; 

honibal@telkomsa.net 

Adjacent Landowner Ms Cheryl van Heerden 
Dundee & Distrikte B/U 

Veilingskrale  
+27765200048     ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za  

Adjacent Landowner Mr Andrew  Adams 
Dundee & Distrikte B/U 

Veilingskrale  
034-2123648 +27866547494   ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za  

Adjacent Landowner Ms Shaheeda   Endumeni Local Municipality 034-212 2121     shaheeda@endumeni.gov.za  

Adjacent Landowner Ms Lorraine Wentzel Transnet freight rail DBN 031-361 2848       

Adjacent Landowner Mr Gonnie Nadasen Transnet LTD 
031-361  2319 / 034-328 

7349 
  +27732128488 gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net  

Adjacent Landowner Ms Vicky Madonsela Transnet Env manager     +27835725565 vicky.madonsela@transnet.net  

Adjacent Landowner   Phiwamehlo Griffiths Mchunu       
786374553/078

3976695 
  

Adjacent Landowner   Phindukwenza Milisi  Mchunu       +27834808433   

Adjacent Landowner   Bangani Ben/ Gugu Mchunu       +27791403670   

mailto:karoon.moodley@dmr.gov.za
mailto:gerald.willis-smith@kznedtea.gov.za
mailto:Peter.Kuyler@kznedtea.gov.za
mailto:MoonsamyC@dws.gov.za
mailto:SikhosanaS2@dws.gov.za
mailto:weinersd@kznwildlife.com
mailto:archaeology@amafapmb.co.za
mailto:michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za
mailto:nokubonga.mahaye@kzndoe.gov.za
mailto:gugu.shabangu@kznhealth.gov.za
mailto:moodleys@umzinyathi.gov.za
mailto:caroline@endumeni.gov.za
mailto:mbonenin@dannhauser.gov.za
mailto:nothilem@amajuba.gov.za
mailto:bentexoffice@gmail.com
mailto:honibal@telkomsa.net
mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za
mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za
mailto:shaheeda@endumeni.gov.za
mailto:gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net
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I&AP Database as of 13 November 2018 

Adjacent Landowner   Themba Patric Mchunu       +27826283972   

Adjacent Landowner   Vincent Zamokwakhe Mchunu       +27829667010   

Adjacent Landowner   Rachel Ntanzi       +27836669057   

Adjacent Landowner   Thamsanqa and Charles Ntanzi       
724330359/076

6810643 
alexntanzi@gmail.com 

Adjacent Landowner   Johanness(MJJ) Mazibuko       +27728894315 mandlenkosimazibuko2@gmail.com 

Adjacent Landowner   E Dlamini       +277217149992   

Adjacent Landowner   Patric Buthelezi       +27827235053   

Adjacent Landowner   Nonlahla Xaba       +27725922885 shwabade.ubuntutrust@gmail.com  

Adjacent Landowner   M Ntombela       +27768407069   

Adjacent Landowner     Langa       +27735143976   

Adjacent Landowner   M.M. Mazibuko       +27716138434   

Adjacent Landowner   A.M. Zulu       +27729904584   

Adjacent Landowner     Dlamini       +27729418079   

Adjacent Landowner   Gugu Mngadi       +27798188490   

Adjacent Landowner     Nkomonde       +27725666616   

Adjacent Landowner     Buthelezi       +27725155933   

Adjacent Landowner   T.M.  Makhoba       +27732377951   

Adjacent Landowner   N. Mbatha       +27738228537   

Adjacent Landowner   Z.P.  Manyathi       +27764679079   

Adjacent Landowner     Mthethwa       +27747325016   

Adjacent Landowner   S.W. Mncube       +27717799497   

Adjacent Landowner   Maria Mkhize       +27781639273   

Adjacent Landowner   Phelelani Mkhize       +27726910477   

Adjacent Landowner   Zwakele Mbatha       +27715565134   

Adjacent Landowner                 

Adjacent Landowner                 

Adjacent Landowner       TALBRICK PTY LTD 034-212 2922       

Community Based 

Organisations 
                

Interested and Affected 

Parties 
                

Non Governmental 

Organisation  
                

Parastatal/Service Provider                 

Residential Association                 

Schools                 

Ward Councillor- Ward 7 

Dannhauser Municipality  
  

XOLILE MAGRET 

DUBAZANA 
    +27346212666   +27722404668 xolile.m.dubazana@gmail.com  

mailto:alexntanzi@gmail.com
mailto:mandlenkosimazibuko2@gmail.com
mailto:shwabade.ubuntutrust@gmail.com
mailto:xolile.m.dubazana@gmail.com


I&AP Database as of 13 November 2018 

Ward Councillor- Ward 6 

Dannhauser Municipality  
  

SIZAKELE NTOMBENHLE 

NDLOVU 
    Tel:034 621 2666  

Fax:034 621 3114 +27726071377 sizakele.n.ndlovu@gmail.com  

Ward Councillor- Ward 4 

Dannhauser Municipality  
  

NOEL GODFREY 

JABULANI MANYATHI 
    +27346212666   +27848144758 ngi.manyathi@gmail.com  

 

tel:034%20621%202666
mailto:sizakele.n.ndlovu@gmail.com
mailto:ngi.manyathi@gmail.com


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 6 
 

Comments and Response Report 



Comments Received as of 13 November 2018 

ISSUE/COMMENT RAISED  COMMENTATOR/S  DESIGNATION REFERENCE  RESPONSE  

Dear Sir/Madam, 
With reference to your letter dated 8 June 2018, in connection with the abovementioned proposed MINING 
application, I have to inform you that the Minister as the Controlling Authority as defined in the Kwazulu-Natal 
Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, has in terms of section 21 of the said Act, no objections to the proposed EXPANSION OF 
OPENCAST MINE AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW THEMBALISHA ADIT AT MAGDALENA COLLIERY application, as 
follows. 
  
In terms of the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, this Department has no objection to the 

proposed MINING application, subject to: 
  
In terms of section 13 of the Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, no buildings or any structures whatsoever, other than a 

fence, hedge or a wall which does not rise higher than 2,1 meters above or below 
the surface of the land on which it stands, shall be erected on the land within a distance of 15 meters measured 

from the existing road reserve boundaries of Local Roads 1427 & 2321. 
  
The road reserve boundary shall be determined in consultation with this Departments Road Information Services, 

(Tel: 033–355 8600). 
  
The applicant's attention is drawn to the relevant stormwater clause contained in section 12 of the Kwazulu-

Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 and section 5 of the Roads Regulations, wherein 
it is advised that the disposal of stormwater emanating from the road reserve through the layout, or any 

stormwater emanating from the layout through the road reserve, shall be undertaken 
in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this  Departments Cost Centre Manager, Newcastle (Telephone: 

034-3284000) during the development of the property concerned. 
  
The access points shall be upgraded in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this Cost Centre Manager, 

Newcastle (Telephone: 034-3284000) to a Type "B3" gravel standard. 
  
A safe sight distance shall be maintained at all times by cutting of grass or other vegetation on either side of the 

access.   
  
All costs incurred, as a result of these requirements shall be borne entirely by the developer. 
  
In terms of section 22 of the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 this approval is granted for a 

period of 18 months. Any amendment, rescission or lapsing of this application the application 
must be resubmitted to this Department for re-consideration. 

Mrs Michele Schmid Engineering Services: Road 
Control 
KZN Department of 
Transport 

Email Comment noted 

Please forward all new applications to Judy Reddy (224 Prince Alfred Street, PMB), (email: 
judy.reddy@kzntransport.gov.za). 

Michele Schmid Engineering Services: Road 
Control 
KZN Department of 
Transport 

Email Noted. 

In the name of Land Owners Nkosibomvu Trust Farm by the invitation from GCS in the name of Zinoju Coal 
Mine Pty to some of the Allen Land Owners. We object the invitation because as Land Owners together we 
made an agreement of mining (Allen No1) with k20 and them in 2015. 
In the manner there is no individual member from Land Owners who can sign or make any agreement 
individually or send any request individually but we do everything together like we use to do with k20.  
If there are any comments or questions, please direct them to the following committee members. 

Maria Mkhize  
Phelelani Mkhize  
Zwakele Mbatha  
 

Land Owners (Nkosibimvu 
Trust) 

Letter Despite numerous attempts by Buffalo Coal to 
convene a meeting with the committee 
members of the trust, no response has been 
received.   

There are people from the mine who stay in their land without them being notified about it. They need to 
know who are the people and why are they staying in their land. 

Phindukwenza Milisi Mchunu Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted. 

As community members they were not notified about Thembalisha and there is nothing they can comment 
now. 

Bangani Ben/ Gugu Mchunu Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted. 

The community is not well notified about the mine operations. Thamsanqa and Charles Ntanzi Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted. 

The community was not notified about Thembalisha mining. They need a formal meeting to further discuss 
with the mine. The mine shall use their title deeds and fulfill the promises they made to them.  They want 
rehabilitation. 

Johannes Mazibuko Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted, Buffalo Coal were advised about the 
request for a community meeting. 



Comments Received as of 13 November 2018 

 

The community was not notified about Thembalisha mining. She needs reinstate of a dam and a fence for her 
live stock that a mine promised to her. 

E. Dlamini Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted, this comment was forwarded to 
Buffalo Coal to address.   

Communities houses are cracked and they suspect the mine blasting to have their houses cracked. The 
community complained to the mine. The mine proposed to send engineers to undertake an investigation 
about cracking of the houses together with the municipality but they did not send them. The community 
needs compensation for the cracked houses. 

Patrick Buthelezi Adjacent Landowner Phone call Noted, this comment was forwarded to 
Buffalo Coal to address.   
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