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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER: GCS (PTY) LTD 
 
GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) is a fully integrated water, environmental, and 
earth science consulting services company based in the Republic of South Africa. GCS provides a 
professional consulting service in the fields of environmental, water and earth sciences. GCS has 
a team of highly trained staff with considerable experience in the fields of environmental and 
water science. 
 

GCS WILL ACT AS THE INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER (EAP), AS WELL AS 
THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PRACTITIONER FOR THIS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES AND 
PPP. 



Zinoju Coal Background Information Document  

 
19-0064 September 2020 Page 2 

INTRODUCTION 

Zinoju Coal is in the process of applying for a Waste Management License (WML) for their existing 
Magdalena discard dump and slurry pond in terms of the National Environmental Management: Waste 
Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008) (NEM:WA). Although the facilities (discard dump and slurry ponds) 
were existing and operational prior to the enactment of the latest NEM:WA (GNR 1094, 2017) 
Regulations, which now specifically include these facilities, they are now required to be licensed. In 
accordance with the NEM:WA Regulations, a Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) 
process as outlined within the 2017 EIA Regulations (GNR 326) published in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998), is to be followed. 
 
In addition to the aforesaid, the BID aims to:  
 Introduce and explain the Scoping & Environmental Impact Assessment (S&EIA) process, as well 

as other related parallel environmental processes; 
 Introduce and explain the Public Participation Process (PPP), which is prescribed by the National 

Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA); 
 Invite all I&APs to comment on: 

o The ecological, physical, socio - economic aspects of the project as well as any other issues 
of concern; 

o The proposed public participation and environmental assessment process, and 
o Any other suggestions which might be of relevance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ABBREVIATIONS  

BID Background Information Document 

CA Competent Authority 

CRR Comments and Response Report 

DMRE Department of Mineral Resources and Energy 

DSR Draft Scoping Report 

EAP Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

EMPR Environmental Management Plan Report 

GCS GCS Water and Environmental Consultants (Pty) 

Ltd 

I&AP Interested and Affected Party 

KZN KwaZulu-Natal 

NEMA National Environmental Management Act, 1998 

(Act 107 of 1998) 

PPP Public Participation Process 

S&EIA Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Contact Person(s): Janice Callaghan 

Tel:    031 764 7130 

Fax:   031 764 7140 

Email: janicec@gcs-sa.biz  

Postal Address: PO Box 819 

  Gillitts 

  Durban 

  3603 
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PROJECT BACKGROUND 
Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd (Zinoju) is a high quality and metallurgical coal producer with operations within 

KwaZulu-Natal (KZN), South Africa. These are inclusive of one (1) operational mine, namely Aviemore Colliery 

(Aviemore) and one (1) dormant mine, namely Magdalena Colliery (Magdalena) which was an historically 

operational mine, however, it was placed under care and maintenance due to contractual and mining 

operation issues at the end of October 2018. Magdalena still receives waste from the Coalfields Colliery 

(Coalfields) which is primarily a coal processing facility. Both Aviemore and Magdalena have substantial coal 

resources in the form of thermal coal anthracite and calcine which Zinoju supplies to domestic and export 

markets. Magdalena is an existing bituminous mine that was operated by Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd (Buffalo) and 

the mining rights are held by Zinoju. Although mining activities are currently not taking place at Magdalena, 

the discard dump is still operational.  

Magdalena is located approximately 21.4 kilometres (km) north east of the town of Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal 

and the approximate centre coordinates are 27°58'37.49"S; 30°11'46.67"E. The site is approximately 1,844 

Hectares (Ha) in size and encompasses underground workings, washing plant, workshops, offices, discard 

dump, slurry ponds, adits, Pollution Control Dams (PCDs), weighbridge and security. Magdalena has an existing 

approved Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) with reference number: 30/5/1/2/2/198MR) and 

the extension to the discard dump was approved by the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) on 11 May 2017 with reference number: DC25/0018/2012.  

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Zinoju Coal has coal discard and slurry facilities/stockpiles at Magdalena which required waste classification 

in accordance with the waste classification regulations (National Environmental Management Act, Act 59 of 

2008: Waste Classification and Management Regulations, 2013) (GN R634 in GG 36784 of 23 August 2013). A 

waste classification was undertaken by GCS in 2018. GCS has identified that the discard dump and slurry 

ponds triggers a Category B (11) activity, as listed in the NEM:WA, which requires a full Scoping and EIA 

(S&EIA) process to be undertaken. The competent authority (CA) for this application is the KwaZulu-Natal 

(KZN) Regional office of the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE). 
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WHAT IS A S&EIA AND WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

NEMA prescribes the processes to be followed when compiling the S&EIA and the Environmental 

Management Programme (EMP), in respect of the NEMA listed activities, which forms the legal basis of this 

authorisation. 

A S&EIR process has two distinct phases: The Scoping Phase and the Environmental Impact Reporting Phase. 

This report, the Draft Scoping Report (DSR) identifies potential biophysical, social and health aspects and 

impacts of the proposed development on the receiving environment and invites comments from 

stakeholders in the identification of key issues and areas of concern, in order to inform the S&EIR process.  

The Scoping Phase concludes with the compilation and submission of a Scoping Report to the Competent 

Authority for acceptance. If accepted, the Competent Authority will instruct GCS to commence the EIR 

Phase. 

The process aims to ensure that all relevant factors are considered when evaluating the potential 

environmental impacts of a project, as well as developing appropriate environmental management measures 

to mitigate these impacts. The purpose of the S&EIA is to assess the current environment in which a proposed 

activity will take place and assess all potential impacts in terms of its extent, duration, intensity and 

significance relating to the specific activity. The EMP that is developed describes the goals and objectives for 

environmental management to minimise or eliminate the potential environmental impacts; the action plans 

to bring effect to those goals and objectives; the procedures to be implemented to ensure integration of 

environmental management into the daily operations; as well as a plan to raise awareness of employees and 

the surrounding community with regards to environmental management. 

 

 



Zinoju Coal Background Information Document  

 
19-0064 September 2020 Page 6 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Public involvement is an essential part of any environmental assessment process. You have been identified as an 
I&AP who may want to receive information regarding the above-mentioned project.  You will be given the 
opportunity to provide your input into the environmental assessment process and to receive information. All 
comments will be recorded and presented to the project team and regulatory authorities. You will receive 
feedback on how your comments have been taken into account and the outcome of the assessment.  
 
I&APs include any person who will be directly or indirectly involved and/or affected by the project. To be 
recognized as an I&AP one must register with GCS to be added to the stakeholder database for the project. You 
may communicate via fax, email or telephone to obtain further information or comment on the proposed project. 
All registered I&APs will be kept informed of the decision taken by the DMR.  
 
Proposed steps in the process are as follows: 
 

Step 1:  
Notify I&APs and identify issues 

 Notify I&APs of the project proposal; 
 Identify any issues/concerns of I&APs; 
 Provide I&APs with a BID on the project, including a locality map and a Registration 

and Comment Sheet; and 
 I&APS are required to register their interest in the project to receive further project 

information. 
Step 2:  
I&AP review of Draft Scoping 
Report (DSR)  

 Issues and concerns raised by I&APs are contained in a CRR for inclusion in the FSR; 
 The DSR is released for a 30 day commenting period; and 
 All registered I&APs on the project database are notified in writing of the opportunity 

to comment. 
Step 3:  
Final Scoping Report (FSR) 

 Comments received from I&APs during the review process are considered in the 
compilation of the FSR; and 

 The FSR is submitted to the Competent Authority. 
Step 4:  
Draft Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIR) and EMPr 
for I&AP review 

 Compilation and release of a Draft EIR & EMPr for a 30-day review period. 

Step 5:  
Final EIR and EMPr 

 Comments received from I&APs during the review process are considered in the 
compilation of the Final EIR; and 

 The Final EIR, including the CRR and EMPr will be compiled for submission to the 
Competent Authority for decision making. 

Step 6:  
Environmental Authorisation and 
Appeal Period 

 All registered I&APs will be notified in writing of the decision by the Competent Authority 
regarding the authorisation, being positive or negative for the project. All I&APs will also 
be notified of the appeal period, as well as the manner of appeal. 

Public Notification A major part of the PPP is to notify members of the public of the proposed activities, 
particularly those who may be directly or indirectly affected by the proposed project.  
This will be achieved via the following means: 
 The placement of an advertisement in a regional newspaper; 
 Notices in English will be placed at the site;  
 Distribution of BIDs to landowners and occupiers of land adjacent to the proposed 

prospecting area and to I&APs on request; and 
 Local authorities will be notified in writing and automatically registered as I&APs. 

How to comment  Should you wish to register as an I&AP in order to be kept informed, please complete 
the registration form on the overleaf and submit to GCS via fax, post or email.    

 Any further enquiries can be directed to GCS telephonically, or via fax or email.   
 It is important that you provide your contact details so that we can respond to your 

comments or questions. 
Kindly note that should you require any other party to be contacted, please provide their contact details as well. 
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Magdalena Colliery:  
Waste Management Licence Application 

 
I&AP Comment and Registration Form 

GCS Ref No: 19-0064 

Name:   Surname:   

Organisation / interest: 

Postal / Residential address   

  

Area:   Code:   

Contact details Tel: (          ) 

Fax: (          ) 

Mobile: (          ) 

Email:   

Please mark with an X to indicate whether you would like to participate in the process: 

Yes, I would like to participate in this process and receive periodic updates 
  

No, I am not interested in participating and do not wish to receive further information   

Preferred method of communication Email   Fax   Post   

Date commented (DD / MM / YYYY)  

Please indicate any issues, comments and concerns with regards to the proposed project 

  

  

  

Please indicate in which aspects you would require more information 

  

  

  

Please indicate the contact details of any other I&APs whom you think should be contacted 

Name:   Surname: 

Tel: (          ) Fax: (          ) 

Mobile: (          ) 

Email:   

In order to be registered as an I&AP for this project, fax, mail, or e-mail the completed registration form to 
Janice Callaghan at: 

 Tel:   (031) 764 7130 
Fax:   (031) 764 7140 

Email: janicec@gcs-sa.biz 
Post:   PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603 
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NOTES: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


