
SCOPING REPORT AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AMENDMENT
ANDWASTE MANAGEMENT LICENSE FOR THE

EXPANSION OF THE KAREERAND TAILINGS STORAGE FACILITY FOR
MINEWASTE SOLUTIONS, NORTH-WEST PROVINCE

GCS Ref. No: 17-0026
MineWaste Solutions (MWS), also known as Chemwes (Pty) Ltd (Chemwes), reclaims and reprocesses
gold mine tailings that were previously deposited on tailings storage facilities (TSFs) in order to
extract gold and uranium. The residue is then deposited on a single facility known as Kareerand TSF
which is situated to the east of Klerksdorp (19 km from facility), within the jurisdiction of the City
of Matlosana and JB Marks Local Municipalities in the Dr Kenneth Kaunda District Municipality in
the North-West Province. MWS is lodging an integrated application for the expansion of the current
Kareerand TSF to accommodate the increased tailings, six additional pump stations (three main and
three satellite) and approximately 30 km of pipelines. The TSF expansion is proposed on the western
edge of the current facility, and the final height of the combined facility (both expansion and current)
will be 122m. The expansion will add approximately 380 hectares to the TSF footprint, including
support infrastructure. Infrastructure that will be constructed as part of the TSF expansion includes
fences, access roads, a topsoil bund wall, stormwater diversion channels, delivery pipelines, solution
trenches, collector sump, catchment paddocks, starter wall, drainage system, decant system,
catwalk, energy dissipater, silt trap, stormwater dam, return water dams (RWDs), contractors yard,
RWD emergency spillway, pump stations, process water/slurry pipelines and slurry launders.

INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS
GCS (Pty) Ltd, as the independent environmental practitioner (EAP), has been appointed by MWS
to conduct the integrated process of a Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (S&EIA)
and Waste Management Licence (WML) Application. The following activities are applied for:
National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act 107 of 1998):
• Listing Notice 1 of 2014 (GN R983 as amended) - Activity 12, 19, 24, 28, 31, 46, 48;
• Listing Notice 2 of 2014 (GN R984 as amended) - Activity 15; and

National Environmental Management: Waste Act (NEM: WA) (Act 59 of 2008):
• List of waste management activities that have, or are likely to have, a detrimental effect
on the environment (GN 921, as amended) - Category B, Activity 3 and 7.

YOUR PARTICIPATION IS IMPORTANT
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to review the Draft Scoping Report for this
project and provide comments or raise issues for consideration in the Final Scoping Report.
The Scoping Report will be available for comment between 24 January and 24 February 2020 at
the following locations:

PRINTED COPIES
Klerksdorp Public Library, Voortrekker Street, Klerksdorp Central (Tel: 018 487 8373)

Orkney Public Library, Patmore Street, Orkney (Tel: 018 473 0310)

Khuma Public Library, Ndlondlosi Street, Khuma, (Tel: 018 487 8652)

Potchefstroom Public Library, 25 Wolmarans Street, Potchefstroom, (Tel: 018 299 5051)

Stilfontein Public Library, Somerset Drive, Stilfontein (Tel: 018 487 8291)

ELECTRONIC COPIES
Website download http://www.gcs-sa.biz/documents/

CD copy On request to the public participation office

Hard copies and / or CDs To all commenting authorities

Two public meetings will be held to give stakeholders the opportunity to raise issues with the Applicant
and EAP. Meetings will be held as follows:

DATE AND TIME VENUE
Wednesday, 5 February 2020 at 10:00 Lost Treasure, 1 Winnie Mandela Drive, Stilfontein

Wednesday, 5 February 2020 at 18:00 Lost Treasure, 1 Winnie Mandela Drive, Stilfontein

If you are interested in attending these meetings, please register as an I&AP with GCS.
To register or submit comments, please contact:
GCS (Pty) Ltd: Anelle Lötter / Georgina Wilson, Tel: 011 803 5726, Fax: 011 803 5745, E-mail:
anellel@gcs-sa.biz / georgina@gcs-sa.biz or Mail: P O Box 2597, Rivonia, 2128.

He said when they returned next time they would 
bring a tractor loader backhoe to enable them to pull 
down the walls across the road, including the fences, 
and remove the soil along the road. 

Community elder Mahlathini Mkhatshane said he was 
now 89 years old and had been using that road since 
he was a child until it was unilaterally closed by the 
king about eight years ago. 

“He just closed the road without speaking to anyone. 
In fact, he does as he pleases in this village. He never 
consulted anybody. He is mistreating his subjects. There 
is nothing good in this village,” he said. 

Siviwe Myendeki, chairperson of the EFF in ward 17 
in Mount Frere, said it was clear King Diko was not 
capable of leading his people.

“It is ironic that as a community we are usually the 
ones who close down roads when we protest but today 
we are crying to have a road reopened,” he said. 

When asked about the issue of the road and the 
allegations against her husband, Khusela Diko said she 
was not her husband’s spokesperson and said the 
question should be directed at him. 

When contacted for comment this week, King Diko 
did not respond to a list of questions sent to him and 
instead referred all questions to the Umzimvubu Local 
Municipality, the EFF and the police. 

“Although I am not aware of what the police said,
let them [community members and the EFF] speak
on the matter and you can talk to the municipality 
about the road since they are responsible for such,” 
said King Diko. 

Nokhanyo Zembe, spokesperson for the Umzimvubu 
municipality, said he was not aware of the protests but 
would follow up the matter this week and engage with 
the king in a bid to resolve the stalemate between him 
and the community.

’’We decided to 
involve the EFF 

after we had been 
knocking on many 

different doors 
without success

POLOKO TAU
poloko.tau@citypress.co.za

The outcome of the highly-contested Mamusa 
Local Municipality by-elections has brought a 
sigh of relief to the ANC, which took a risk 
when it agreed to the council’s dissolution.

With the community facing daily struggles 
of water shortage, inconsistent collection of 
refuse, a problematic sanitation infrastructure 
and deep factions in the council, the 
governing party was not sure what to expect 
from the voters.

The party managed to retain eight of the 
wards it won in 2016. Two proportional 
representation (PR) seats were added to its 
tally to give it a total of 10 seats in the 
council. It lost one PR seat.

The biggest loser was the small party, the 
Forum for Service Delivery, which failed to 
retain any of the three PR seats it won in 
2016.

Its loss benefited the EFF, which is now the 
main opposition party in the council after 
more than doubling its seats – from two PR 

seats in 2016 to five this week. In reaction to 
the results, EFF leader Julius Malema took to 
Twitter to thank the party’s supporters.

In what appeared to be a reference to next 
year’s local government elections, he tweeted: 
“ .... on to the next battle. We will continue to 
eat the elephant piece by piece.”

The Freedom Front Plus swapped a PR seat 
for a ward seat which it had grabbed from the 
DA in 2016, leaving the latter with a single PR 
seat from Wednesday’s by-elections.

It could have gone either way for the 
governing party, but, after months of intensive 
campaigning and mobilising, the ANC 
emerged victorious in the municipality based 
in Schweizer Reneke in North West.

“The risk was out there for the ANC that it 
could completely lose power. But it is in the 
nature of the ANC to emerge out of the most 
difficult of circumstances,” said Kenny 
Morolong, the spokesperson for the interim 
ANC provincial committee.

The North West government has had its 
hands full, dealing with a number of 
struggling municipalities placed under 

administration. But Mamusa was the one the 
ANC was most worried about.

Gordon Kegakilwe, MEC for cooperative 
governance and traditional affairs, 
acknowledged that Mamusa needed the most 
intervention.

Kegakilwe said when other municipalities 
were welcoming administrators as part of the 
provincial government’s interventions, 
Mamusa councillors were opposed to it.

“Councillors at Mamusa were fighting, 
literally dragging an administrator out of the 
office … they blocked interventions.

“Members of the National Council of 
Provinces (NCOP) were also chased away on 
their visit to the municipality. It was things 
such as these and more that left us with no 
choice but to push for dissolution,” Kegakilwe 
said.

Morolong appeared to understand why the 
ANC’s support had declined in recent by-
elections. “It is not imperceptible that our 
support has significantly declined given the 
state of the municipality, the collapse of 
service delivery and the abdication of duties 

by our councillors,” he said.
Amid the election victory celebrations, the 

party is mindful of the decline in its support. 
There was a drop in the number of votes it 
got this week compared to what the party 
scored in 2016, with a decline recorded in five 
of the eight wards it won.

Meanwhile, Kegakilwe said his department 
would keep a close eye on Mamusa and 
would continue to provide assistance to 
ensure improved service delivery.

“Things can’t change overnight now that 
the elections have passed. But all departments 
are going to support Mamusa, especially on 
water and sanitation matters.

“There is also, as mandated by the NCOP, 
going to be an investigation into what 
happened in the previous council and there 
will be consequences,” he said.

The Mamusa council was dissolved for the 
first time late in 2004 and rescued from a 
near collapse when its bank balance was at 
about R115 000.

Now, 16 years later, the same problems 
were its undoing.

EFF VOWS TO ‘EAT ELEPHANT PIECE BY PIECE’EFF VOWS TO ‘EAT ELEPHANT PIECE BY PIECE’

LANDI SLATTER
news@citypress.co.za

T
here are more than 300 schools in South 
Africa that no longer offer mathematics 
as a subject.

An association for Afrikaans 
mathematics teachers, Vereniging vir 
Afrikaanse Wiskunde-onderwysers (VAW), 

claims that it has obtained a list from the department 
of basic education itself that reveals this startling fact.

VAW is an initiative of trade union Solidarity.
Most of these schools are quintile 1 to 3 schools, in 

other words, schools in poorer areas where people 
cannot afford to pay school fees, said Johan 
Koekemoer, the head of the VAW.

Michael le Cordeur, head of the department of 
curriculum studies in the education faculty at 
Stellenbosch University, said that his own research had 
also revealed that some schools no longer offered 
mathematics.

This trend appears to be attributable to the fact that 
increasing numbers of pupils are choosing to take 
maths literacy rather than “pure” mathematics. 

“Children choose the easier option, namely maths 
literacy, when they make choices about subjects in 
Grade 10.”

Last year there were 14 178 fewer pupils who took 
pure mathematics in matric, while the number taking 
maths literacy increasing by 6 362, compared to 2018.

The department of basic education did not respond 
to a request for comment sent by City Press’ sister 
publication, Rapport. 

Le Cordeur said a national mind shift was needed 
when it came to mathematics. Children were taught 
from a young age that “maths is hard” and that’s why 
they avoided it. There was immense fanfare when the 
matric results are announced – when it was too late, he 
said. “We can’t fix it in the last few weeks with study 
camps and extra classes.”

Le Cordeur said part of the problem was also that 
pupils were “coached” for the mathematics exam and 
worked almost exclusively from old exam papers. 
“Little learning takes place.”

Another factor contributing to the problem was a 
lack of exceptional, committed teachers.

Said Koekemoer: “Teachers who can offer 
mathematics are very quickly snapped up by the 
private sector. It’s a cycle that actually has its roots in 
the fact that (public school) teachers are expected to 
work themselves to death for a relatively low wage.”

Le Cordeur said he did not have figures, but that 
there was definitely a shortage of good mathematics 
teachers. 

Chris Klopper, head of the Afrikaans teachers union 
SAOU, also said it did not have figures readily available.

“There are certainly enough teachers who call 
themselves mathematics teachers, but there 
definitely aren’t enough with the necessary in-depth 
knowledge of the field who are able to a convey a 
love of the subject, or to reduce ‘mathematics 
anxiety’,” he said.

According to the department of basic education, 
more than half of the students (54.6%) who wrote 
mathematics for matric managed to achieve only a 30% 
mark.

 SA Democratic Teachers’ Union general secretary 
Mugwena Maluleke told City Press that the situation 
was “disastrous”. 

“If we are going to be having schools that prioritise 
maths literacy over mathematics, this would confirm 
that our schools and the department are really 
obsessed with statistics rather than with our children, 
because it is about which province is number one. 

“This drives the schools to offer simple subjects so 
that they are able to remain at the top, not looking at 
the quality of education and the future of our 
children,” he said. He reiterated the need to encourage 
more pupils to do mathematics, saying this should be 
coupled with building a solid foundation for pupils 
from an early phase of their education. 

MORE THAN

300
SCHOOLS 

DROP MATHS

LUBABALO NGCUKANA
lubabalo.ngcukana@citypress.co.za

Angry villagers in Mount Frere, in the Eastern Cape, 
broke into the home of King Madzikane II Thandisizwe 
Diko – the husband to Khusela Diko, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s spokesperson. 

The residents of Ncunteni village – helped by local 
leaders of the EFF – broke through three gates at the 
Elundzini Royal Residence this week.

The residents were angry that King Diko had closed 
one of the main roads in the village more than eight 
years ago without their consent and had now erected a 
wall and gates across the road. 

In September City Press reported that the residents 
wanted the road, which initially passed next to the royal 
residence, to be reopened after the king rerouted the 
road and fenced it to form part of his royal residence. 
When City Press visited the village last year there were 
men putting up a gate across what used to be part of 
the road. 

This week angry residents – with EFF supporters – 
armed with garden spades, hammers and sticks, 
marched from the sports grounds of Ncunteni village to 
the royal residence where they demanded that the gate 
be opened. 

Three policemen outside the gate ignored the 
residents’ plea to accompany them to get the gate key. 
The residents started shoving and pushing the gate until 
it opened. When one of the policemen went to call for 
backup, the angry villagers, singing anti-Diko slogans, 
pulled down two more gates and fencing. The Diko 
family kept watch, although the king was not present.

The drama ended when police reinforcement arrived 
and told the angry protesters they would be shot at 
with rubber bullets if they did not leave the property.

Community leader Vusumzi Senteni said they had 
finally taken action after years of negotiations with the 
king, who vowed that the road would be opened “over 
my dead body”. 

Senteni said the community asked the EFF to 
intervene when the Umzimvubu Local Municipality 
failed to get the road reopened. The road is on 
municipal land and can be seen on the map of the 
area. He said the road was reopened, but only for two 
days before the May elections last year, when the 
community threatened not to vote. It was immediately 
closed a day after the elections, angering the 
community even more. 

“So what we were doing here was to reclaim our road 
which is legal and is on the books of the municipality. 
We decided to involve the EFF after we had knocked on 
many different doors without success. 

“What we have realised is that everybody is afraid to 
act against Diko because his wife works for the 
president,” he said. 

The king had previously told the community that the 
road would “never be opened”, he said. 

Musa Maliwa, a councillor at the Umzimvubu Local 
Municipality, said as EFF councillors they had tried 
several times to meet the king to discuss the road 
closure but they had not succeeded. 

He said they had raised the issue with the top 
leadership of the municipality who had also failed to act 
against the king, adding that the king did not have the 
right to close a community road. 
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FURIOUS Villagers march – with EFF members – to the royal residence PHOTO: LUBABALO NGCUKANA

VILLAGERS TAKE 
ON KING DIKO

Schools chasing pass rates, 
pupils preferring ‘easier’ 

maths literacy and scarcity of 
good teachers among reasons 

TOUGH 
PROBLEM 
More pupils 
should be 
encouraged to 
study maths 
and the 
foundation for 
that should 
be laid early 
on in their 
schooling, 
teachers say


