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1 INTRODUCTION 

This Comment and Response Report lists all issues raised by key stakeholders, potentially affected landowners, local residents and any other 
interested parties during the Scoping phase of the EIA process. This report also includes those comments raised by local residents during the public 
meeting that took place on the 02nd of March 2012 at Khalima Primary School near the mine.  

 

2 COMMENTS ON INITIAL NOTIFICATION AND BID 

 

Table 1: Comments and Response Table 

ISSUE/COMMENT RAISED  COMMENTATOR/S  RESPONSE  

2.1 Comments related to Water (surface run-off contamination)  

 Will the proposed project impact the 
residents’ water and if it does, what 
measures would the mine take to fix 
this issue?  

Mr NS Mtshali 

02 March 2013 

community member 

The mine would do everything in its power to prevent any pollution that 
may impact on community water but if the water did become 
contaminated, the mine would provide an alternative source of water for 
the affected community and also treat the affected water as required by 

law.  

 Will the community borehole water be 

affected by the proposed project?  

 

MR EN Buthelezi 

02 March 2013 

Community Member 

Water studies (surface and ground water) will be undertaken. Forbes does 
not have answers to all the questions at this point but the specialist 

investigations would definitely look at the issues raised in this meeting. 

 Is the water table going to be affected?  
 

Mr EN Buthelezi 

02 March 2012 

Community Member 

Water studies (surface and ground water) would be undertaken to assess 
the potential water resource impacts. 

 How is water resource and soil 
contamination dealt with for the life of 
the discard dump, potentially in 

WESSA  

14 March 2013  

This issue has been identified as a critical issue to be addressed in the EIA 
Phase. Hydrology and geohydrology studies would be conducted to assess 
the water resource contamination impacts and risks and the Department 
of Water Affairs’ Best Practice guidelines will be utilised. In addition, 
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perpetuity? Carolyn Schwegman pollution control dams and stormwater systems would be established as 
part of the dump design to separate clean and dirty water. Groundwater 
and surface water monitoring programmes would also be established. In 
terms of soil contamination, this would be dealt with in the Environmental 

Management Programme.  

 I am concerned because I have been 

using underground workings as water 

storage since 1983 for stock watering 

and more recently the same 

underground water for other purposes.  

 The mine in question is the old NNC No 

4 mine which is interconnected with 

the NNC No 5 mine and also runs 

through to your Magdalena mine 

complex.  Your notification does not 

mention which mine you wish to 

abstract water from.  Thus it affects 

me and I would like to ask you to place 

me on your Interested and Affected 

Persons list.  Please inform me as to 

which mine you will be abstracting 

water from. 

Ben Stein  

01 February 2013  

Landowner 

There was confusion between two notices, one about operations at 

Coalfields and the other about operations at Magdalena. The Notice / 

Advert seen on the Northern Natal courier on the 25/01/2013 iWULA 

application was for the coalfields site. However, what is proposed for the 

Magdalena site is the extension of a discard dump which can potentially 

affect the ground water abstraction occurring at the proposed extension 

area. Hence we will include you as an I&AP and we will be happy to 

respond to any queries that you might have with regards to the projects 

and the associated impacts.  

2.2 Comments related to air quality (dust) 

 

 We live in close proximity to Magdalena NS Mtshali The mine would employ all necessary measures to ensure that dust does 
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and we will be negatively affected by 
dust.  
  

02 March 2013 

Community member 

not affect the neighbouring residents. 
 

 How will the mine ensure that the 
surrounding communities are not 
affected by dust (air pollution)? 

 

NS Mtshali 

02 March 2013 

Community Member 

Water trucks are available at all times to water the bare surfaces onsite 

and suppress dust creation. 

Dust minimisation measures are currently being implemented. The 
amount of dust present onsite is measured using small buckets with a 
small volume of water inside. However, the mine is allowed to generate 
dust up to a certain quantity which should be not harmful to the health of 

people that might be residing close to the mine site.  

 Health issues need to be looked at from 
the perspective of cumulative impacts 
on air quality 

WESSA 

14 March 2013 

Carolyn Schwegman 

This is an issue that has been identified for further assessment in the EIA 
Phase. At this stage it is envisaged that the existing EMP would be 
amended to include relevant and best practice air pollution reduction 
measures. Where homesteads are located in close proximity to the 
proposed dump extension, these homes will likely be relocated away at an 
acceptable distance.  

2.3 Comments related to safety  
 I am concerned that the safety of 

children might be threatened by the 
proposed discard dump and would like 
to know whether the dump will be 
fenced or not. 

NS Mtshali  

02 March 2013 

Community member 

The proposed discard dump will be fenced off and access to the dump will 
be prohibited. The site manager will monitor it from time to time. 

2.4 Comments related to flora 
 Clearing of vegetation, loss of the 

vegetation type and species needs to 
be considered in addition to habitat 
loss. 

WESSA  

14 March 2013 

Carolyn Schwegman 

This is an issue that will be taken forward in the EIA Phase for assessment. 
A preliminary ecological assessment will be undertaken to assess the 
impacts. A preliminary assessment is considered satisfactory as the veld to 
be impacted is currently highly disturbed and degraded. 

 Impacts on the vegetation, water 
courses and sensitive receptors within 
the community need to be looked at. 

WESSA  

14 March 2013 

See comment above regarding vegetation and ecological issues.  

A hydrological assessment will be undertaken to identify and assess the 
negative impacts on the local watercourses in terms of water quality and 
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Carolyn Schwegman  quantity. In addition, best practice design and management measures will 
be implemented that include the separation of dirty and clean 
stormwater, the establishment of pollution control dams etc. 

2.5 Comments related to fauna  

 Will livestock not be affected when 
grazing on the grass that grew on the 
DD after rehabilitation?  

MR NS Mtshali 

02 March 2013 

Community member 

The livestock would not be affected. However, cattle would not be 
allowed to graze on the rehabilitated discard dump because they will 
disturb the grass regrowth and the rehabilitation. 

2.6 Comments related to loss of land  
 We will lose grazing land, in actual fact 

the area is already fenced and we were 
told not to touch it. However, will the 
affected community members be given 
alternative land for cattle grazing as 
they were using the proposed discard 

dump land for grazing and ploughing? 

Mr K Mthembu  

02 March 2013 

Community Member 

The proposed dump extension land belongs to Forbes/Slater. Thus, Forbes 
is not required by law to give alternative land to the community since the 

community did not have a right to graze on that land. 

 

2.7 Comments related to Heritage 
(graves)  

  

 What will happen to the graves that 
might be in the proposed discard dump 

area?  

 

Mr K Mthembu 

02 March 2013 

Community Member 

Forbes is not aware of any graves located on the extension site. A site 
walkover would need to be conducted with local residents to identify any 
potential graves. 

   

2.8   General comments 

 Currently the community is facing a 
serious challenge with accessing other 
parts of the community due to lack of 
roads, can the mine intervene and help 
by providing the community with access 

NS Mtshali 

02 March 2012 

Community member 

No road access will be created on the proposed discard dump area as that 

is not allowed by law. 

The mine will help the community by providing it with an access road 
elsewhere not in the proposed extension area (rather next to Mbambo’s 
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road even though this is out of the 
project scope. 

land). 

 The mine operates under an approved 
EMPr (MPRDA). Is the intended 36 ha 
expansion addressed in the EMPr? 

 

 Does the use of land as a coal discard 
dump ‘sterilize’ the land in perpetuity 
or is there planned mine closure land 
use? 

 

 Can planning at this stage influence 
post mining land use? For example, can 
the discard be reworked and the size of 
the discard area be reduced? 

WESSA 

14 March 2013 

Carolyn Schwegman 

No, the existing mining right and associated EMP would need to be 

amended/updated to include the discard dump extension. This process 

would be run in parallel/concurrently with the NEMA application.  

After rehabilitation, the dump can only withstand low density cattle 

grazing. There is also a possibility of the duo material being reworked in 

the future.  

There are a number of site constraints that have limited the consideration 

of differing site layouts as explained in Section 8.2 of the Scoping Report. 

The applicant has, however, committed to consider all opportunities to 

reduce the size of the discard dump wherever possible through the 

reworking of the discard materials. However, the market for the re-

use/reworking of discard materials is still in its infancy and the 

sustainability of the coal discard market remains uncertain. For this 

reason the applicant is currently unable to make any adjustments to the 

parameters of the disposal site. 

 

3 COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

 

No formal comments were received.  

 


