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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd (Buffalo) is a high quality thermal and metallurgical coal producing company. 

Buffalo has two mines, Magdalena and Aviemore. Aviemore colliery is currently the only operating 

mine where Magdalena colliery has ceased mining activities due to contractual issues and except for 

the processing plant the rest of the mining infrastructure is currently under care and maintenance. 

Both mines have substantial coal resources and the company supplies coal, anthracite and calcined 

coal to both domestic and export markets. Buffalo has a second processing plant which is at Coalfields. 

 

Coalfields Calcine plant is located at the Coalfields site, on the boundary of the town of Dundee, 

KwaZulu-Natal along the R33, on Farm subdivision 267. It has been an industrial site since Consol Glass 

Manufacturing began operations there in the late 1800s. The Mine offices, one of Buffalo’s two 

processing plants and the company’s railway siding are located at the Coalfields site. The site is 

currently used for the processing of coal, mined from Aviemore Colliery. 

 

The Calcine Plant furnace is located at Coalfields and was commissioned in 2002 and operated until 

June 2009. Thereafter, operations ceased for a period of one year. From mid-2010, intermittent 

operations and test burns commenced until 2013. The production was increased in 2013. The current 

volume of approximately 5000 - 5500 tons of coal is processed per month.  

 

The project entails the operation of an existing furnace, to increase the production capacity of the 

company. Mr Frank Talbot from Buffalo contacted GCS Water and Environmental (Pty) Ltd (GCS) in 

early 2017 to undertake the Environmental Authorisation required due to the potential pollution of 

the environment from emissions. An Air Quality Impact Assessment, followed by an application for an 

Atmospheric Emissions Licence is also required. 

 

An Environmental Basic Assessment (BA) process commenced in accordance to 2017 Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, as published in GN R326 of 4 April 2017, Listing Notice 1, Activity 

34. However it was established at a pre-application meeting with the Department Economic 

Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA), Province of KwaZulu-Natal on 4 October 

2017 that the operation of the calcine plant is an existing activity which has not been authorised. It 

was concluded that Buffalo will have to submit a Section 24G (S24G) application for the rectification 

in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998 (Act No. 107 Of 1998) to 

continue the operation of the Calcine plant. 
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Part of any assessment and environmental authorisation process is for public participation to be 

undertaken in terms of the EIA regulations (GN 326). Initial public notification was undertaken in 

March/April 2017 for a BA under NEMA. However, when it came to light at the second pre-application 

meeting on 4 October 2017 that Buffalo had to apply for rectification in terms of Section 24G, read 

with Section 24F of the NEMA, a second round of public participation commenced in which the public 

was notified of the change in the nature of the application. This was undertaken in terms of Section 

24G of NEMA, as part of the rectification process. 

 

1.1 Objectives of Public Participation 

The procedures followed during the undertaking of the PPP for the proposed project must adhere to 

the NEMA principle whereby the participation of all Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) in 

environmental governance must be promoted, and all people must have the opportunity to develop 

the understanding, skills and capacity necessary for achieving equitable and effective participation, 

and participation by vulnerable and disadvantaged persons must be ensured [NEMA, Section 2(1)(f)]. 

 

The main objectives of the PPP are to: 

• Identify key stakeholders (i.e. NGOs, municipalities, government departments, traditional 

authorities) and I&APs (i.e. surrounding businesses, residents, landowners, interested 

members of the public); 

• Inform I&APs about the project and the Section 24G Process; 

• Establish lines of communication between I&APs and the project team to deal with potentially 

contentious issues; 

• Provide ample opportunity to all parties to exchange information and express their views and 

raise issues and concerns; and 

• Obtain contributions of I&APs and ensure that all issues, concerns and queries raised are fully 

documented and assessed as part of the Section 24G process. 
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2 AUTHORITY CONSULTATION 

 

2.1 Pre-application Meeting 

The first pre-application meeting was held on 9 May 2017 at the Department of Economic 

Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) Office in Dundee. It was attended by Karin 

Loukes and Brendan Smith of GCS, Mr Peter Kuyler and Gerald Willis-Smith from EDTEA and Dineo 

Nyambose and Frank Talbot from Buffalo. The purpose of this meeting was to introduce and discuss 

the Environmental Authorisation of the existing Calcine plant. The minutes and attendance register 

for this meeting can be found in Appendix A1. 

 

The second pre-application meeting was held on 4 October 2017 at Buffalo’s Boardroom at their 

offices in Dundee. This meeting was attended by Brendan Smith from GCS, Dr Peter Kuyler and Gerald 

Willis-Smith from EDTEA and Dineo Nyambose, Frank Talbot, KP Smith and Siyabonga Macu from 

Buffalo. It came to light that the furnace has been operational, even though the authorisation had 

not yet been granted. The Section 24G process was explained by Brendan Smith of GCS to the 

representatives of Buffalo, and why their application had to change. The minutes and attendance 

register for this meeting can be found in Appendix A2. 

 

A further pre-application meeting addressing the Air Quality at the Calcine Boardroom was held on 20 

June 2018 with  Karin Loukes from GCS, Andrew Simpson from IMA, Dineo Nyambose and Frank Talbot 

from Buffalo and Sharmain Moodley from the uMzinyathi District Municipality. The attendance register 

can be found in Appendix A3. 

 

2.2 Site Visit 

A site visit was held on 1 March 2017, at the Coalfields Processing Plant, Dundee. Frank Talbot, Dineo 

Nyambose and Lethukuthula Zikhali from Buffalo, Karin Loukes from GCS and Andrew Simpson and 

Hilton Ryder from IMA were present. The environmental authorisation application and air quality study 

for the operations at Coalfields were discussed. See Appendix B for the site visit minutes, photographs 

and attendance register. 

 

A second site visit was held on 31 October 2017. No representatives from GCS were available to 

attend, therefore it was only representatives from Buffalo and EDTEA. 
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3 NOTIFICATION OF INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 

 

The same notification processes were undertaken for both rounds of public participation. In the first 

round, a flyer was also distributed, attached in Appendix H3. This was not repeated in the second 

round of public participation as there was not a significant response. 

 

3.1 Advert 

An advertisement for the BA was placed in both English and isiZulu in the Northern Natal Courier, 

date of publication 10 March 2017. The proof of publication of both advertisements is under Appendix 

C1. 

 

Another advertisement was required due to the change in nature of the application to a Section 24G. 

An advertisement was again placed in both English and isiZulu in the Northern Natal Courier, date of 

publication 8 June 2018. The proof of publication of both advertisements is under Appendix C2. 

 

3.2 Site Notice 

Six (6) site notices (three (3) in English and three (3) in isiZulu) detailing information about the project 

and the BA process were erected on 6 March 2017. All notice boards were designed to the specification 

of Regulation 17 (5) of GNR 267 (2017). They were placed at various locations, a list of which can be 

found in Appendix D1. 

 

Four (4) site notices were erected for the second round of public participation for the S24G process, 

two (2) of which were in English and two (2) in isiZulu. They were put up on 6 June 2018, at various 

locations, which can be found in Appendix D2 with a copy of the site notices. These were also designed 

according to the specification of Regulation 17 (5) of GNR 267 (2017). 

 

3.3 Background Information Document 

A Background Information Document (BID) was compiled in English, containing information on the 

proposed project, the proponent, consultants and the proposed environmental authorisation process 

and public participation process (PPP) to be followed. A BID for the BA process was compiled and 

distributed by means of email in March 2017, while a new BID for the S24G process was compiled in 

June 2018 and distributed by means of email. The BIDs can be found under Appendix E1 and E2 

respectively. 
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3.4 Document Review 

3.4.1 Final EIA/EMP Report 
The final EIA/EMP reports were available for a 30 day review period from 28 November 2018 to 17 

January 2019 (public holidays excluded as per the legislation). The reports were available at the 

following venues: 

• Hard copies at the Dundee Public Library (Appendix G); 

• Electronic Copies on the GCS website; and 

• CD’s posted to stakeholders who requested them. 

No comments on the final reports were received. 

 

4 STAKEHOLDER DATABASE 

According to Regulation 18 of GNR 267 (2017), the applicant is required to create and maintain a 

register containing the names, contact details and addresses of all persons that register as an I&AP 

during the BA and S24G processes. The database from the BA process was expanded to include both 

the initial comments, as well as the new comments from the S24G PPP. A copy of the database for 

adjacent landowners and for all I&AP’s can be found in Appendix F.  

 

5 ISSUES AND RESPONSE SUMMARY  

 
A record of all comments and issues raised during the PPP for the BA and S24G Application have been 

consolidated into Table 5-1 below. Copies of the submissions received from I&APs and key 

stakeholders are included in Appendix H1 from the 2017 PPP and H2 from the 2018 PPP. 
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Table 5-1 Comments and issues raised during the PPP for the Basic Assessment and S24G Application processes 
 

ISSUE/COMMENT RAISED  COMMENTATOR/S  DESIGNATION REFERENCE  RESPONSE  

• At present we are experiencing high 
volumes of coal dust on our 
property. 

• The logistical effort to clean our 
facility for guests before every event 
is a nightmare. 

• Furthermore, the majority of cattle 
at the sales are calves that have 
been weaned off their mothers. 
These animals suffer from stress and 
bellow all night during the process.  

• By increasing the smoke and dust in 
the air, we will be increasing the 
cases of pneumonia conditions on 
these cattle.  

• This could amount to vast financial 
losses to both buyers and sellers. 

• The community of Forrestdale will 
fall victim to the same health and 
environmental conditions. 

• We are further concerned regarding 
the abilities of the plant to 
rehabilitate the property if they 
close 

Andrew Adam 
Chairman of Dundee and 
District Farmers Union 

Union Letter via email 
dated 24 April 2017 

Emailed letter in response. Both 
letter from commentator and 
response from GCS found in 
Appendix H 

As defined in the Kwazulu-Natal Roads Act No. 
4 of 2001, has in terms of section 21 of the said 
Act, no objections to the proposed application 
development, subject to the following: 
 
In terms of section 13 of the Roads Act No. 4 of 
2001, no buildings or any structures 
whatsoever, other than a fence, hedge or a wall 
which does not rise higher than 2,1 meters 
above or below the surface of the land on which 
it stands, shall be erected on the land within a 
distance of 15 meters measured from the 

Michéle Schmid 
Engineering Serices: Road 
Control 
 

KZN Department 
of Transport 

Email in response 
to BID sent 11 June 
2018 

Noted 
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ISSUE/COMMENT RAISED  COMMENTATOR/S  DESIGNATION REFERENCE  RESPONSE  

expropriated road reserve boundary of Main 
Road 6-5. 
The road reserve boundary shall be determined 
in consultation with this Departments Road 
Information Services, (Tel: 033–355 8600). 
The applicant's attention is drawn to the 
relevant stormwater clause contained in section 
12 of the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act 
No. 4 of 2001 and section 5 of the Roads 
Regulations, wherein it is advised that the 
disposal of stormwater emanating from the road 
reserve through the layout, or any stormwater 
emanating from the layout through the road 
reserve, shall be undertaken in consultation 
with and to the satisfaction of this  Departments 
Cost Centre Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 034-
2998600) during the development of the 
property concerned. 
The existing access point shall be upgraded in 
consultation with and to the satisfaction of this 
Cost Centre Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 
034-2998600) to a Type "B1" blacktop 
standard. 
A safe sight distance shall be maintained at all 
times by cutting of grass or other vegetation 
on either side of the access.   
All costs incurred, as a result of these 
requirements shall be borne entirely by the 
developer. A letter of compliance with the 
above requirements shall be lodged with the 
Minister prior to the issuing of the certificate 
contemplated by the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial 
Roads Act No. 4 of 2001. Such requirements 
shall be undertaken prior to the 
commencement of any Mining operation. 

In terms of section 22 of the Kwazulu-Natal 
Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 this 
approval is granted for a period of 18 months. 
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ISSUE/COMMENT RAISED  COMMENTATOR/S  DESIGNATION REFERENCE  RESPONSE  

Any amendment, rescission or lapsing of this 
application the application must be 
resubmitted to this Department for re-
consideration 
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6 CONCLUSION 

This report is an appendix (Appendix C) to the Section 24G Environmental Impact Assessment for the 

operation of the Calcine Plant. The report aimed to summarise the comments received through the 

Public Participation Process. Due to the Plant operating without an Air Emissions License, a Section 

24G rectification process to receive Environmental Authorisation in terms of NEMA, and a Section 22A 

in terms of NEM:AQA was required. To date there has been little public interest in the project with 

only two responses. The Dundee and District Farmers Union are opposed to the operation of the 

Calcine plant due to the potential health impacts the emissions have on the surrounding communities 

of people and livestock, whilst Michele Schmid from KZN Department of Transport was not opposed 

to the project, as long as the conditions set out in section 21 of the Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 were 

adhered to. 
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APPENDIX A: PRE-APPLICATION MEETING 
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APPENDIX B: SITE VISIT 
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APPENDIX C: ADVERTISEMENTS 
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APPENDIX D: SITE NOTICES 
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APPENDIX E: BIDS 
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APPENDIX F: I & AP DATABASE 
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APPENDIX G: PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
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APPENDIX H: NOTIFICATION AND RESPONSES 
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APPENDIX I: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
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4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, 3610 
PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603, South Africa 
Tel:  +27 (0) 31 764 7130   Fax: +27 (0) 31 764 7140   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

 
 

Our Reference 16-1265 

Your Reference Coalfields Calcine Plant 

 

Meeting Memo 

 
 

A meeting was held with representatives of GCS, Buffalo Coal and EDTEA on Tuesday 9 May 

2017. The purpose of this meeting was to Introduce and discuss the Environmental 

Authorisation of the existing Calcine Plant at Coalfields processing plant, Dundee. The follow 

were discussed: 

• Company history of Buffalo Coal and the Coalfield processing plant was provided by 

Mr Frank Talbot (FT). 

• Coalfields processing plant does not have a Mining Right due to no mining activities 

taking place on site.   

• An Integrated Water Use License Application for Coalfields processing plant has been 

submitted to Department of water and sanitation and this is currently being 

processed.     

• Ms Karin Loukes (KL) proceeded with the status of the project and the required air 

emissions license (AEL) application. 

• Mr Gerald Willis-Smith (GWS) indicated that it is crucial to who will be handling the 

AEL application and provided some contact details of senior air quality personnel the 

departments Pietermaritzburg office. 

• GWS discussed the uncertainty of whether Department of Mineral Resources or EDTEA 

will be the competent authority (CA) for this application.  After confirming that there 

are no mining activities taking place at Coalfields GWS said that EDTEA seems to be 

the CA but this will be confirmed with their Regional Divisional Heads. 

Subject: Pre-application meeting Environmental Authorization 
Coalfields Calcine Plant 

Venue: Department of Economic Development, Tourism and 
Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) office in Dundee 

Date: 
2017/05/09 

Attendance: Dr Peter Kuyler, Mr Gerald Willis-Smith of the EDTEA ; Karin 
Loukes , Brendan Smith of GCS  and Dineo Nyambose and Frank 
Talbot of Buffalo Coal 

Distribution: All attendees 
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• The meeting was concluded with both EDTEA officials indicating that they have 

gained a better understanding of the project. 
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4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, 3610 

PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603, South Africa 

Tel:  +27 (0) 31 764 7130   Fax: +27 (0) 31 764 7140   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

 
 

Our Reference 16-1265 

Your Reference Coalfields Calcine Plant 

 

Meeting Memo 

 
 

A meeting was held with representatives of GCS, Buffalo Coal and EDTEA on Wednesday 04 

October 2017 at the Coalfields Plant. The purpose of this meeting was to introduce the EDTEA 

officials to the processes at Coalfields and to discuss the Section 24G and additional 

Environmental Authorisation requirements of the existing Calcine Plant at Coalfields 

processing plant, Dundee. The following minutes provides a summary of this meeting: 

 

• An initial site walk was undertaken to the Calcine Plant, whereby Buffalo’s engineer 

undertook a tour of the Calcine Plant and explained in detail its various processes so 

that all attendees had a better understanding of the plant and its operation. 

• Following the site visit, discussions were held with regards to the required 

environmental processes in the Buffalo Boardroom. 

• Mr. Frank Talbot (FT) thanked all attendees for their time and briefly outlined the 

purpose of the meeting. 

• Mr. Brendan Smith (BS) further explained the purpose of the meeting, which 

included: 

1) To obtain final agreement on the way forward for the Calcine Plant S24G 

application process; and 

2) To discuss how Buffalo could align all environmental authorisation processes (for 

any current or future listed activities) at Coalfields into one integrated 

environmental application. 

Subject: Pre-application meeting Section 24G Environmental 
Authorization Coalfields Calcine Plant 

Venue: 
Buffalo Coal Offices, Coalfields Plant, Dundee 

Date: 
2017/10/04 

Attendance: Dr Peter Kuyler, Mr Gerald Willis-Smith of the EDTEA; Brendan 
Smith of GCS; Dineo Nyambose, Frank Talbot, KP Smith and Siya 
Maen of Buffalo Coal. 

Distribution: All attendees 
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• Coalfields processing plant does not have a Mining Right due to no mining activities 

taking place on site.   

• Mr. Gerald Willis Smith (GWS) confirmed that the EDTEA are the competent authority 

(CA) for the Coalfields Plant, as no primary processing or mining occurs on site. 

• GWS enquired as to when the Coalfields Site was established. 

• FT explained the long history of the Coalfields Site which has been the site of 

industrial activities since the late 1800s, when mining began at this location.  From 

1954 onwards it was operated as the Consol Glass Manufacturing site.  Following 

Consol’s closure, mining and processing operations were undertaken at this site by 

various operations.  Mining ceased and all mining activities were detached from the 

Coalfields EMPR around 2003.  Slater Coal (now Buffalo Coal) obtained permission to 

continue operations at Coalfields, ownership of the site was transferred to Slater 

Coal in 2006.   

• FT further provided a history of the Calcine Plant’s operation at Coalfields site: 

o The Buffalo Coal Calcine Plant furnace was commissioned in 2002/2003 and 

operated until June 2009 after which operations ceased completely for a 

year. Intermittent operations and test burns commenced in mid-2010 and 

continued until 2013.  In 2013 production was increased to the current 

volume of approximately 4,500 tons of coal per month which is equal to the 

2009 production volumes.  No further production increases are expected. 

• FT explained that Buffalo wish to fully authorise the site, including any potential 

future expansions in order to ensure that operations are fully authorised and legal. 

• FT confirmed that an Integrated Water Use License Application for Coalfields 

processing plant has been submitted to Department of water and sanitation (DWS) 

and this is currently being processed.     

• FT explained the delays with DWS with regards to the lined dams and IWULA. 

• GWS confirmed that BS had consulted with him regarding any potential NEMA listed 

activities for the proposed lined dams at Coalfields.  

• FT explained that an EIA/EMP was drawn up as a best practice guideline for 

operations at Coalfields, including quarterly water monitoring and annual external 

environmental compliance audits.  A storm water management plan was also devised. 

• GWS enquired regarding the additional listed activities that Buffalo wish to authorise. 

• FT confirmed that additional listed activities refers to the storage volume of coal 

(more than 100 000 tons per month), which could occur in the near future.  Storage 

volume fluctuates due to availability of transportation (trains). Future plans for the 
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new Aviemore Adit (2020) could also result in an increase in coal volume at 

Coalfields. 

• GWS asked if the 100 000 tons per month is still a listed activity under NEMA. 

• Dr. Peter Kuyler (PK) confirmed that it is. 

• FT and KPS explained that they may not exceed 100 000 tons, however they would 

rather have it licensed just in case. 

• FT stated that the current volumes of coal stored at Coalfields fluctuate between 60-

80 000 tons. 

• PK confirmed that the storage of 100 000 tons will trigger a scoping and EIA process. 

• BS enquired as to how these processes can be integrated into one application process, 

and if this will have implications on the Section 24G process and fine. 

• GWS confirmed that the Section 24G process will have to be separate. 

• GWS proposed that once the Section 24G application is submitted and the fine paid, 

then all the aforementioned activities can be incorporated into one process.   

• PK explained that alternatively Buffalo can make two applications (Section 24G 

application and application for EA covering everything). 

• PK stated that Buffalo can run the two processed (Section 24G process and the 

storage for coal application) at the same time. 

• PK explained that once the Section 24G application is submitted, EDTEA’s Compliance 

and Enforcement Division will visit the site and calculate the fine.  Following this the 

report is sent to the HOD for approval.  Following this the letter will be sent to 

Buffalo indicating the fine amount and the reasons as to why this amount has been 

decided on. BC will have a chance to appeal if ever they think the fine is not fair and 

the MEC will consider their appeal. Authorisation will be provided only once the fine 

is paid. 

• BS requested clarification on the agreed process in writing. 

• GWS requested that the minutes of this meeting (including the history of the site) is 

provided to them in order for them to provide their official response regarding the 

procedure going forward. 

• GWS enquired regarding operational timeframes. 

• FT explained that Buffalo would like to commence production mid-November. 

• GWS stated that this would result in a contravention. 

• FT explained that the product from the calcine plant is very integral income for 

Buffalo, the current shut down is having a financial impact, and further disruptions 

to operations will have significant financial impacts for Buffalo. 
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• KPS explained that there will be a testing phase, prior to commencing with product. 

• GWS asked when the product will be put through the plant, as there would not be a 

contravention if the Section 24G is concluded prior to this. 

• KPS unsure of exact dates as the plant requires a ‘running-in’ period. 

• KPS explained that additionally measurements for the specialist studies cannot be 

taken too soon, as there is a running in period required, otherwise the results will be 

skewed. 

• PK will discuss internally with Air Emissions experts with regards to this and provide 

feedback. 

• PK requested timeframes from Buffalo regarding when the plant will be required to 

be operational (including running in time) and the production timeframes that have 

already been committed to with clients. 

 

• Concluding notes 

1) BS to provide GWS and PK with the minutes, they will provide feedback regarding 

application process. 

2) GWS and PK will brief their compliance and enforcement division regarding this 

project. 

3) Application to be submitted to head office (Mavis Padayachee). 

4) FT and BS thanked GWS and PK for taking the time to visit the site and discuss 

the application 
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Pre-Application Meeting 
•  20 June 2018 





PO Box 684 

Dundee 

3000 

Dundee Operations 

Coalfields Offices 

Commercial Road 

Dundee 

3000 

 
 

  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

CALCINE AIR QUALITY MEETING MINUTES 

 

VENUE:  COALFIELDS BOARDROOM 

DATE: 20 June 2018 

TIME: 14H00 

ATTENDEES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction (Frank): 

Action Point Responsible Update on 
Progress Due 

OPENING 

 Frank welcomed and opened the meeting. 

 Introductions done. 
 

 
Note 
Note 
 

 
 

COMMENTS:   

 Frank opened the meeting and giving background history of the 
Coalfields Calcine Plant. The site has been used for coal processing 
since 1997 
 

 Frank highlighted on the refurbishments that are done and to be 
concluded  in order to take care of the SO2 problem.  The 
refurbishments include installation of the deflector plate inside the 
Grid Arrestor , installation of additional 10 sprayers and the 
introduction of a dosing system/flocculent to see if it can take care of 
particulate matter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name & Surname 

Frank Talbot- Buffalo Coal 
 

Dineo Nyambose- Buffalo Coal 
 

Andrew Simpson- IMA Consulting 

Sharmain Moodley- UMzinyathi District 
(PMB) 

Karin Loukes- GCS 
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 Frank explained the ripple economic implications of what would 

happen the company if the Calcine plant were to be closed/stopped as 

this entity is the cash flow of the company. 

 

 Andrew discussed how having a passive model done for the area 

would help identify Buffalo’s  contribution as far as emissions is 

concerned. The sample method is recommended as there is no 

baseline data for the area. This type of analyses will be divided into 

two sessions done by an air quality specialist. The first session will 

be done while the plant is on full operation and the second be done 

while the plant is on shut down/non-operating period. The sampling 

points will focus on the dispersion  from source to the surrounding 

communities.  
 

 Charmain explained that this will be a different application to what 

she has previously done as she has never dealt with an entity where 

the degree of non-compliance is as Buffalo Coal’s. Charmaine 

concluded that she will have to also find out our options considering 

the refurbishments still do not give full compliance.  
 

 Andrew explained that from previous experience, overexposure in 

SO2 is a red flag  and that the model will focus on localized 

dispersion between 0-10km air mode. 
 

 Charmaine summarized  the public participation process and that 

we should remember to extend the invitation to the Farmers Union. 
 

 The meeting was concluded with a summary of the AEL application 

Process i.e. there will be completion of online forms, then the office 

will evaluate the application and respond back to the company with 

outlined conditions (eg. Operating times, frequency of passive 

monitoring. 
 

 Meeting was adjourned with Dineo sending Andrew the schedule for 

the next planned Calcine shutdown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL: 
 

 Attendees to sign register 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CLOSURE: 
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Action List from Meeting: 

Number Action Responsible 
Person 

Status 

1 Calcine Shutdown schedule to be sent Andrew for passive 
sampling  

Dineo TBA 

2 Register to be shared to GCS and Umzinyathi District  Complete  

 

 

 

____________________ 

F Talbot 

Chairperson 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
 

Site Visit 1 March 2017 



 

16-1265 3 March 2017 Page 1 
 

 

4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, 3610 
PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603, South Africa 
Tel:  +27 (0) 31 764 7130   Fax: +27 (0) 31 764 7140   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

 
 
Our Reference 16-1265 

Your Reference Coalfields Calcine Plant BA 

 

Meeting Memo 

 
A site visit was held on 1 March 2017. The purpose of this meeting was to initiate the Basic 

Assessment (BA) and air quality study for the operation of the calcine plant at Coalfields.  

The following points were discussed: 

  

• Background information on the calcine plant and Coalfields was provided by Frank 

Talbot (FT). 

• Status of the BA process was provided by Karin Loukes (KL).  Site notices and news 

adverts have been prepared and will be published on 8 March 2017. 

• Discussion of information related to the air quality and emissions of the calcine 

plant. 

• A walk through was done of the calcine plant where the plant foreman explained 

the calcining process. 

• FT took KL and the air quality specialist through the surrounding area of Coalfields 

to conduct a quick survey of the surrounding industries.    

• Based on the visit the following information is required: 

1. Previous air emission testing report of the calcine plant; and  

2. Site plan. 

3. Annual Dust fallout monitoring reports 

4. Sulphur concentration lab results for both anthracite and bituminous used 

for calcine product  

Subject: 
Site visit at Coalfields Calcine Plant 

Venue: 
Coalfield Processing Plant, Dundee 

Date: 
01/03/2017 

Attendance: 
Frank Talbot (Buffalo), Dineo Nyambose (Buffalo) Lethukuthula 
Zikhali (Buffalo), Karin Loukes (GCS), Andrew Simpson (IMA) and 
Hilton Ryder (IMA) 
 

Distribution: All attendees 
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Appendix E1 
 

Background Information Documents 
•  March 2017 



1.

Purpose of this Document
The purpose of this document is to provide all Interested and Affected parties (I&APs)
with information about the proposed operation of an existing furnace at the Coalfields
processing plant and to introduce and explain the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) process. This Background Information Document (BID) also aims to explain the
public participation process that is prescribed by the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) and invites all I&AP’s to comment
on issues and concerns related to the project.

Coalfields processing plant is located on the boundary of the town
of Dundee and has been the site of industrial activities since the
late 1800s when it was operated as the Consol Glass
Manufacturing site. The property Coalfields is located on Farm
subdivision 267 and is situated alongside the R33. Please refer to
the attached locality map. The mine offices, one of the company’s
two processing plants and the company’s rail siding are located at
Coalfields.

Location of the Development

Project Description 

The Coalfields site has been used for coal processing since 1997 and previously held a Mining Right.
However, the Mining Right for the reserve was cancelled due to mining economic costs and available
tonnage. The site is therefore currently used by Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd for the processing of coal only, mined
from the Magdalena and Aviemore Collieries. The proposed project involves the operation of an existing
furnace on site to expand production capacity. Such an expansion will require Environmental Authorisation
due to the potential impacts of resulting emissions on the environment, as well as the undertaking of an Air
Quality Impact Assessment and subsequent application for an Atmospheric Emissions Licence (AEL).

Background Information Document 
Basic Assessment Process for the 

Operation of a Furnace at the Coalfields 
Processing Plant, Dundee, KZN

Environmental Impact Assessment Process

Section 24 of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) requires that
certain listed activities, which may have an impact on the environment, trigger the need for environmental
authorization from a relevant authority before commencing with the activities. Such activities are listed under
Regulations Listing Notice 1 GNR 983, Listing Notice 2 GNR 984 and Listing Notice 3 GNR 985 (Dated 4
December 2014) of NEMA. In terms of the proposed project, the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic
Development and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) is the competent authority for environmental
authorization. The applicable listed activities for the proposed project are listed under Listing Notice 1 GNR
983, and as such the project requires a Basic Assessment (BA) to be undertaken.

Environmental Impact Assessment Activities

Listed activities triggered include:

R 983 (34): The expansion or changes to existing facilities for any process or activity where such
expansion or changes will result in the need for a permit or licence or an amended permit or licence in
terms of national or provincial legislation governing the release of emissions or pollution.



DAEA to Grant or Refuse 
Environmental 
Authorisation 

DEDTEA to Accept or 
Refuse BA Report

Acceptance of Application
Acceptance of Application from 

DEDTEA

Final BA Report
Prepare Final BA Report including I&AP 
comments as well as EMPr and closure 

plan

2 .

BA Process Flow DiagramNeed and Desirability

Potential Impacts Identified

Specialist Studies

Application to DEDTEA
10 day 

Authority 
Review

Draft BA Report
Prepare Draft BA Report and draft  

EMPr
Availability of draft BA report for 

Review and Comment
Notify I&AP’s of 

the BA 
availability (30 
Day Review).

Notify I&AP’s of 
the Outcome

Buffalo Coal is a high quality thermal and
metallurgical coal producing company. The
two operating mines, Magdalena and
Aviemore have substantial coal resources, and
the company supplies thermal coal, anthracite
and calcine to both domestic and export
markets. Expansion of the existing facilities in
accordance with the relevant legislation, will
thus enable Buffalo Coal to increase
production.

• Air pollution related to the operation of the  
furnace;

• Increase in fugitive dust;
• Potential pollution of surface and surface 

water run-off ;
• Noise disturbance; and 
• Job creation.

As part of the initial investigations for the site,
the following specialist study will be 
undertaken: 
• Air Quality Impact Assessment by IMA 

Trader 20 cc.

Atmospheric Emission License

The BA process will include the concurrent
application and submission of an AEL to the
DEDTEA in terms of the National
Environmental Management: Air Quality Act
(Act No 39 of 2004).

Pre-Application 
Advertise BA Process in Newspaper 

Placement of  Site Notices
Distribute BID 

Initiate specialist studies
Pre-application meetings

Notify I&AP’s of 
the BA and 

request them to 
register

107 day 
Authority 
Review & 
Decision



3.

 Copies of the Draft BA Report will be
made available at the local public libraries
in the area (to be confirmed) and on the
GCS website (www.gcs-sa.biz).

STEP 3: Final BA Report
 Include comments received from I&APs

during the review process in the
compilation of the Final BA Report and
EMPr before it is submitted to the
DEDTEA for a decision.

 Notify registered I&APs of the submission
of the Final BA Report and EMPr to the
DEDTEA.

STEP 1: Notify I&APs and Identify Issues
 Notify I&APs of the proposed project.
 Identify any issues / concerns of I&APs.
 Provide I&APs with Background

Information Documents (BID) on the
Project, including a locality map.

 Request I&APs to register their interests
in the project to receive further project
information.

 Coordinate an open day to allow I&APs to
obtain additional information and discuss
their issues with the project team.

STEP 2: I&AP Review of Draft Scoping 
Report

 Prepare a comments and response
report which includes issues and concern
raised by I&APs for inclusion in the Draft
BA Report and draft Environmental
Management Program (EMPr).
 Notify all registered I&APs on the project

database of the release of the Draft BA
Report and EMPr for a 30 day comment
period.

Public Participation Process (PPP)

I&AP’s may forward their written comments by 25th of April 2017 along with their name,
organization, contact details and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest which they have in the application by post, fax or email to:

GCS Pty Ltd Postal Address:
Karin Loukes PO Box 819
Tel: 031 764 7130 Gillitts
Fax: 031 764 7140 3603
Email karinl@gcs-sa.biz South Africa

Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GCS (PTY ) LTD

The public participation process is an integral part of the BA process, and continues throughout
the life of the project. The key objective of public participation during a BA is to identify issues of
concern to the community and proposed suggestions for enhanced benefits. Steps are as follows:

http://www.gcs-sa.biz/


4.

Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant Locality Map



Comments/Response Form
Environmental Authorisation for the operation of a furnace at 

Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant at Dundee 
Dundee Kwazulu-Natal

Stakeholder Registration/Comment Form
Date

Full Name

Organisation and Role

Postal Address

Postal Code

Work/Day Tel Work/Day Fax No

Cell Phone No. E-Mail Address

I  would  like  to  receive  further  information  and  notifications  during  this  process  and  request  
that  you  please register me on your database as an interested and affected party.

Yes

No

Please give us your comments on the Environmental Authorisation for the Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant 
and any issues or concerns you may have which you think should be considered during the Basic Assessment 
process.

Please clearly state any interest (business, financial, personal or other) you may have in the proposed project 
and/or the application for Environmental Authorisation.

Please provide details of any other individuals or organisations that should be registered as I&APs.



From: Karin Loukes
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: Friday, March 17, 2017 1:42:14 PM
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields BA BID_Draft Final.pdf

Dear Interested and Affected Party
 
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE
COALFIELDS PROCESSING PLANT, DUNDEE, KWA-ZULU NATAL.
 
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing to expand their facilities through the operation of an existing
furnace at the Coalfields processing plant located on the boundary of the town of Dundee, KwaZulu-
Natal.
 
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to
facilitate the environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental
Management Act (Act No. 107 Of 1998) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act,
2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).
 
The environmental authorisation process will be conducted to ensure that the environmental impacts
that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and
Affected Parties (I&APs) have an opportunity to comment by providing issues of concern and to ensure
that the Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental
Affairs (DEDTEA) has sufficient information to make a decision.
 
We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which
describes:
·              The motivation for and components of the proposed project;
·              Potential issues for investigation;
·              The environmental authorization process and public participation process to be followed;
·              How stakeholders can contribute to the process; and
·              How to contact GCS.
 

Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or
issues of concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment
Sheet and forward it to GCS.
 
Please ensure that you forward your comments to us by no later than Tuesday 25th April 2017.
 
Meanwhile, should you have any questions, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free
to contact myself, Karin Loukes.
 
Yours sincerely
 
Karin Loukes
For GCS (Pty) Ltd
 
Tel: 031 764 7130
Fax: 031 764 7140
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz or
Post: PO Box 819, Kloof. 3603
 

mailto:/O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=KARIN FIVASF40
mailto:karinl@gcs-sa.biz



1.


Purpose of this Document
The purpose of this document is to provide all Interested and Affected parties (I&APs)
with information about the proposed operation of an existing furnace at the Coalfields
processing plant and to introduce and explain the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) process. This Background Information Document (BID) also aims to explain the
public participation process that is prescribed by the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) and invites all I&AP’s to comment
on issues and concerns related to the project.


Coalfields processing plant is located on the boundary of the town
of Dundee and has been the site of industrial activities since the
late 1800s when it was operated as the Consol Glass
Manufacturing site. The property Coalfields is located on Farm
subdivision 267 and is situated alongside the R33. Please refer to
the attached locality map. The mine offices, one of the company’s
two processing plants and the company’s rail siding are located at
Coalfields.


Location of the Development


Project Description 


The Coalfields site has been used for coal processing since 1997 and previously held a Mining Right.
However, the Mining Right for the reserve was cancelled due to mining economic costs and available
tonnage. The site is therefore currently used by Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd for the processing of coal only, mined
from the Magdalena and Aviemore Collieries. The proposed project involves the operation of an existing
furnace on site to expand production capacity. Such an expansion will require Environmental Authorisation
due to the potential impacts of resulting emissions on the environment, as well as the undertaking of an Air
Quality Impact Assessment and subsequent application for an Atmospheric Emissions Licence (AEL).


Background Information Document 
Basic Assessment Process for the 


Operation of a Furnace at the Coalfields 
Processing Plant, Dundee, KZN


Environmental Impact Assessment Process


Section 24 of the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) requires that
certain listed activities, which may have an impact on the environment, trigger the need for environmental
authorization from a relevant authority before commencing with the activities. Such activities are listed under
Regulations Listing Notice 1 GNR 983, Listing Notice 2 GNR 984 and Listing Notice 3 GNR 985 (Dated 4
December 2014) of NEMA. In terms of the proposed project, the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic
Development and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) is the competent authority for environmental
authorization. The applicable listed activities for the proposed project are listed under Listing Notice 1 GNR
983, and as such the project requires a Basic Assessment (BA) to be undertaken.


Environmental Impact Assessment Activities


Listed activities triggered include:


R 983 (34): The expansion or changes to existing facilities for any process or activity where such
expansion or changes will result in the need for a permit or licence or an amended permit or licence in
terms of national or provincial legislation governing the release of emissions or pollution.







DAEA to Grant or Refuse 
Environmental 
Authorisation 


DEDTEA to Accept or 
Refuse BA Report


Acceptance of Application
Acceptance of Application from 


DEDTEA


Final BA Report
Prepare Final BA Report including I&AP 
comments as well as EMPr and closure 


plan
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BA Process Flow DiagramNeed and Desirability


Potential Impacts Identified


Specialist Studies


Application to DEDTEA
10 day 


Authority 
Review


Draft BA Report
Prepare Draft BA Report and draft  


EMPr
Availability of draft BA report for 


Review and Comment
Notify I&AP’s of 


the BA 
availability (30 
Day Review).


Notify I&AP’s of 
the Outcome


Buffalo Coal is a high quality thermal and
metallurgical coal producing company. The
two operating mines, Magdalena and
Aviemore have substantial coal resources, and
the company supplies thermal coal, anthracite
and calcine to both domestic and export
markets. Expansion of the existing facilities in
accordance with the relevant legislation, will
thus enable Buffalo Coal to increase
production.


• Air pollution related to the operation of the  
furnace;


• Increase in fugitive dust;
• Potential pollution of surface and surface 


water run-off ;
• Noise disturbance; and 
• Job creation.


As part of the initial investigations for the site,
the following specialist study will be 
undertaken: 
• Air Quality Impact Assessment by IMA 


Trader 20 cc.


Atmospheric Emission License


The BA process will include the concurrent
application and submission of an AEL to the
DEDTEA in terms of the National
Environmental Management: Air Quality Act
(Act No 39 of 2004).


Pre-Application 
Advertise BA Process in Newspaper 


Placement of  Site Notices
Distribute BID 


Initiate specialist studies
Pre-application meetings


Notify I&AP’s of 
the BA and 


request them to 
register


107 day 
Authority 
Review & 
Decision







3.


 Copies of the Draft BA Report will be
made available at the local public libraries
in the area (to be confirmed) and on the
GCS website (www.gcs-sa.biz).


STEP 3: Final BA Report
 Include comments received from I&APs


during the review process in the
compilation of the Final BA Report and
EMPr before it is submitted to the
DEDTEA for a decision.


 Notify registered I&APs of the submission
of the Final BA Report and EMPr to the
DEDTEA.


STEP 1: Notify I&APs and Identify Issues
 Notify I&APs of the proposed project.
 Identify any issues / concerns of I&APs.
 Provide I&APs with Background


Information Documents (BID) on the
Project, including a locality map.


 Request I&APs to register their interests
in the project to receive further project
information.


 Coordinate an open day to allow I&APs to
obtain additional information and discuss
their issues with the project team.


STEP 2: I&AP Review of Draft Scoping 
Report


 Prepare a comments and response
report which includes issues and concern
raised by I&APs for inclusion in the Draft
BA Report and draft Environmental
Management Program (EMPr).
 Notify all registered I&APs on the project


database of the release of the Draft BA
Report and EMPr for a 30 day comment
period.


Public Participation Process (PPP)


I&AP’s may forward their written comments by 25th of April 2017 along with their name,
organization, contact details and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest which they have in the application by post, fax or email to:


GCS Pty Ltd Postal Address:
Karin Loukes PO Box 819
Tel: 031 764 7130 Gillitts
Fax: 031 764 7140 3603
Email karinl@gcs-sa.biz South Africa


Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GCS (PTY ) LTD


The public participation process is an integral part of the BA process, and continues throughout
the life of the project. The key objective of public participation during a BA is to identify issues of
concern to the community and proposed suggestions for enhanced benefits. Steps are as follows:



http://www.gcs-sa.biz/
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Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant Locality Map







Comments/Response Form
Environmental Authorisation for the operation of a furnace at 


Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant at Dundee 
Dundee Kwazulu-Natal


Stakeholder Registration/Comment Form
Date


Full Name


Organisation and Role


Postal Address


Postal Code


Work/Day Tel Work/Day Fax No


Cell Phone No. E-Mail Address


I  would  like  to  receive  further  information  and  notifications  during  this  process  and  request  
that  you  please register me on your database as an interested and affected party.


Yes


No


Please give us your comments on the Environmental Authorisation for the Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant 
and any issues or concerns you may have which you think should be considered during the Basic Assessment 
process.


Please clearly state any interest (business, financial, personal or other) you may have in the proposed project 
and/or the application for Environmental Authorisation.


Please provide details of any other individuals or organisations that should be registered as I&APs.





		Slide Number 1

		Slide Number 2

		Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GCS (PTY ) LTD

		Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant Locality Map

		Comments/Response Form�Environmental Authorisation for the operation of a furnace at �Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant at Dundee �Dundee Kwazulu-Natal�





 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix E2 
 

Background Information Documents 
• June 2018 



1.

Purpose of this Document

This document provides notice to all stakeholders with information about the 

operation of an existing furnace at the Coalfields Processing Plant, Dundee, 

KwaZulu-Natal. The activities require an Application for Rectification in terms 

of Section 24G of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA) and Atmospheric Emissions Licence in terms of the 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004). 

This Background Information Document (BID) aims to explain the public 

participation process and to invites all I&AP’s to comment on issues and 

concerns related to the project.

The operation of the calcine furnace is located at the Coalfields processing plant (28°10'25.58"S;
30°15'22.22"E), situated alongside the R33 on the boundary of the town of Dundee on Farm
subdivision 267. It is situated at an altitude of 1240m.a.s.l. and lies in the sub-catchment area of
the Steenkoolspruit. Its’ source is 6km south of Coalfields.

The site has been used for coal processing since 1997 and previously held a Mining Right. It is
currently used by Buffalo due to the previous Mining Right being cancelled as a result of mining
economic costs and available tonnage. Buffalo Coal proposes to expand their existing facilities
through the operation of an existing furnace at this processing plant, to enhance their production
capacity.

Bituminous coal is burned in the furnace at 930°C. The heat generated from this is transferred to
the kiln, into which anthracite coal is fed. The heat is used to drive off the volatile gases to
decrease the volatile concentration. This increases the carbon content of the coal. The final
product is calcine coal which is released from the kiln to the conveyor belt.

Location and Nature of the Activities

Project Description 

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd (Buffalo) is a high quality thermal and metallurgical coal producer that
supplies thermal coal, anthracite and calcine into the domestic and local markets. There are two
operating mines, Magdalena and Aviemore that depend on the Coalfields processing plant. This
application relates to the operation of an existing furnace at the Coalfields site. The continuation of
Buffalo Coal’s mining operation of Anthracite from their Imapti resources is reliant upon the
operation of this furnace which enhances the mined product, making it more marketable. This
requires Environmental Authorisation, as well as undertaking an Air Quality Impact Assessment
and the subsequent application for an Atmospheric Emissions Licence (AEL).

The applicant commenced these activities without the necessary environmental authorisations and
is now applying for rectification. GCS Water and Environment Pty Ltd (GCS) has been appointed to
undertake the required Environmental Authorisation (EA) and AEL application processes required
for the furnace.

Background Information Document: 
APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION 

Section 24G Rectification and Atmospheric 
Emissions License for the operation of a furnace 

at the Coalfields Processing Plant, Dundee, 
KwaZulu-Natal.



2 .

Environmental Legislation 

Notice is given in terms of Section 24(G) read together with sections 24(F) of the National
Environmental Management Amendment Act (NEMA) that Buffalo has submitted an application
for rectification for the commencement of unauthorised activities listed in terms of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 2014 for the operation of the an
existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa-Zulu Natal. The
operation of a calcine plant is a listed activity in terms of the National Environmental
Management: Air Quality Act (NEM:AQA) (Act No. 39 of 2004) and an Atmospheric Emission
License (AEL) is also required. Since the company has commenced with operations without the
necessary environmental authorisation and AEL, it needs to apply for a Section 24G rectification
in terms of NEMA from Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental
Affairs (EDTEA) and an AEL from the uMzinyathi District Municipality.

Rectification is hereby applied for in terms of the following Regulations listed below:

Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process

As per Category 4: Metallurgical Industry, subcategory 4.1: Drying and Calcining in Government
Notice No. 893, dated 22 November 2013, in terms of Section 21 of the National Environmental
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004), the development and operation of a
calcine plant with the capacity to produce more than 100 tons/month product requires and Air
Emission Licence (AEL). In terms of Section 22 of the NEM:AQA, no person may conduct an
activity listed on the national or provincial list of activities in GN983 in Government Gazette (GG)
37054 of 22 November 2014 without an Atmospheric Emission Licence.

The AEL will be submitted to the uMzinyathi District Municipality. The Section 24G application
and AEL processes will be undertaken by GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) on
behalf of Zinoju Coal (Pty) Ltd. These processes will be undertaken concurrently to integrate and
streamline the processes.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations promulgated in December 2010 in terms of 
the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) (Act 107 of 1998) and as amended in 2014 

which requires the facility to apply for an AEL in terms of the National Environmental Management: 
Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004):

2010 EIA Regulation – R545 & R546, 18 June 
2010

2014 EIA Regulation – R984, 4 Dec 2014

Activity 26: Commencing of an activity, which
requires an atmospheric emission license in terms
of section 21 of the National Environmental
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of
2004).

Activity 6: The expansion of existing facilities or
infrastructure of any process or activity where such
expansion will result in the need for a permit or
license or an emended permit or license in terms of
national or provincial legislation governing the
release of emissions, effluent or pollution.
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STEP 3: I&AP Review of Draft Section 
24G Report and amended EMPr

• Based on the findings of the specialist
studies and results of the Public
Participation processes, a draft Section
24G Report and amended EMPr will be
compiled.

• These reports will outline a description
of the receiving environment, and an
assessment of the significance of the
impacts of the activities, and propose
mitigation measures to address these
impacts.

• All registered I&APs will be notified of
the availability of the Draft Section 24G
Report for review over a 30-day period.

• Copies of the Draft Section 24G Report
will be made available at the local public
libraries in the area (to be confirmed)
and on the GCS website (www.gcs-
sa.biz).

STEP 4: Final Section 24G Report and
amended EMPr

• The reports will be finalised based on
the results of the public review and
submitted to the regional office of the
EDTEA for review. All registered I&APs
will be notified of the outcome of the
review and determination of the fine to
be paid.

STEP 1: Notify I&APs and Identify
Issues
• Notification of I&APs and open register

of I&APs over period of 30 days.
• Record any issues / concerns raised.
• Provide I&APs with Background

Information Documents (BID) for the
Project, including a locality map.

• Coordinate an open day/ public meeting
(as required) to allow I&APs to obtain
additional information and discuss their
issues with the project team.

• All comments received will be included
and addressed in a Comments and
Responses Report.

STEP 2: Appointment of Specialists
• An independent specialist has been

appointed to undertake an air quality
impact assessment. The study has
commenced.

• Specialist findings will be reviewed and
incorporated into the Section 24G
Report.

Public Participation Process (PPP)

I&AP’s may forward their written comments by 9 July 2018 along with their name, organization,
contact details and an indication of any direct business, financial, personal or other interest which
they have in the application by post, fax or email to:

GCS Pty Ltd Postal Address:
Karin Loukes PO Box 819
Tel: 031 764 7130 Gillitts
Fax: 031 764 7140 3603
Email: publickzn@gcs-sa.biz South Africa

Environmental Assessment Practitioner: GCS (PTY ) LTD

The public participation process is an integral part of the Section 24G rectification
process, and continues throughout the life of the project. The key objective of public
participation is to identify issues of concern to the community and proposed suggestions
for enhanced benefits. Steps are as follows:

http://www.gcs-sa.biz/


Determination of Fine by 
EDTEA

2 .

Application for Licence 
to District Municipality

Section 24G and Atmospheric Emissions Licence Process Flow Diagram

Voluntary application in 
terms of Section 24G  to 

EDTEA

Draft Section 24G report and 
AEL application

Final Section 24G application 
submitted to EDTEA for review

Public review of 
Reports – 30 days

Pre-Application Meetings 
with EDTEA

Issue of Environmental 
Authorisation by EDTEA

Acceptance or Rejection of 
application for AEL

Notification & Registration Period
Advertisement in Local Newspaper 

Placement of  Site Notices
Distribute BID (this document)

We are here
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Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant Locality Map
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Comments/Response Form
Application for Rectification in terms of Section 24G of NEMA and AEL in terms 

of NEM:AQA for the continued use of an existing furnace at Coalfields 
Processing Plant, Dundee

Stakeholder Registration/Comment Form
Date

Full Name

Organisation and Role

Postal Address

Postal Code

Work/Day Tel Work/Day Fax No

Cell Phone No. E-Mail Address

I  would  like  to  receive  further  information  and  notifications  during  this  process  and  request  
that  you  please register me on your database as an interested and affected party.

Yes

No

Please give us your comments on the Section 24G application and AEL for the continued use of the furnace at 
Coalfields Processing Plant and any issues or concerns you may have which you think should be considered 
during process.

Please clearly state any interest (business, financial, personal or other) you may have in the proposed project 
and/or the application.

Please provide details of any other individuals or organisations that should be registered as I&APs.
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Janice Callaghan

From: Public KZN
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:53 PM
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields Calcine Plant BID Final.pdf

Dear Interested and Affected Party 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND AN ATMOSPHERIC EMISSIONS LICENCE 

IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004)  FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSIONG PLANT, DUNDEE, KWAZULU‐NATAL.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application for rectification for the commencement of unauthorised activities

listed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 2014 for the operation of the an

existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa‐Zulu Natal.  

Buffalo  Coal  (Pty)  Ltd  appointed  GCS  (Pty)  Ltd  as  an  independent  environmental  consultant  to  facilitate  the 

environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107

of 1998) (NEMA) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).

The environmental authorisation and air emissions license application processes will be conducted to ensure that the

environmental impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and

Affected Parties  (I&APs)  have an opportunity  to  comment by  providing  issues of  concern  and  to ensure  that  the

Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs  (EDTEA) has 

sufficient information to make a decision.  

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 

 Project Description; 

 Location and Nature of the Activities; 

 Environmental Legislation ; 

 Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process; 

 Public Participation Process; and 

 How to contact GCS  

Should you wish  to participate  in  the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or  issues of

concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to

GCS.  

Please ensure you forward your comments to us no later than Monday 9 July 2018.  

Should you have any queries, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact Karin Loukes.  

Yours sincerely 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Karin Loukes
Sent: Monday, June 25, 2018 10:25 AM
To: moodleys@umzinyathi.gov.za
Cc: Andrew IMA Trader; Dineo Nyambose (dineo.nyambose@buffalocoal.co.za); Janice 

Callaghan
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields Calcine Plant BID Final.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Sharmain 

NOTIFICATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND AN ATMOSPHERIC EMISSIONS LICENCE 

IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004)  FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSIONG PLANT, DUNDEE, KWAZULU‐NATAL.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application for rectification for the commencement of unauthorised activities

listed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 2014 for the operation of the an

existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa‐Zulu Natal.  

Buffalo  Coal  (Pty)  Ltd  appointed  GCS  (Pty)  Ltd  as  an  independent  environmental  consultant  to  facilitate  the 

environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107

of 1998) (NEMA) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).

The environmental authorisation and air emissions license application processes will be conducted to ensure that the

environmental impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and

Affected Parties  (I&APs)  have an opportunity  to  comment by  providing  issues of  concern  and  to ensure  that  the

Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs  (EDTEA) has 

sufficient information to make a decision.  

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 

 Project Description; 

 Location and Nature of the Activities; 

 Environmental Legislation ; 

 Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process; 

 Public Participation Process; and 

 How to contact GCS  

Should you wish  to participate  in  the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or  issues of

concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to

GCS.  

Please ensure you forward your comments to us no later than Monday 9 July 2018.  

Should you have any queries, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact Karin Loukes.  

Yours sincerely 
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Interested & Affected Party Database 

 



I&AP Database 25 June 2018

Sector Title Name Surname Company Tel Fax Mobile E-mail Communication History (when contacted, how contacted) 
2017

Comments Comunication History 2018 (when and 
how contacted)

Comments 2018

Provincial Authority Mr Karoon Moodley Department of Mineral Resources 031-335 9600 +27828575803 karoon.moodley@dmr.gov.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Provincial Authority

Mr Gerald Willissmith Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and 
Rural Development 034-299 7908 +27824618674 gerald.willis-smith@kznedtea.gov.za

17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 
08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 contacted by telephone and in a 
meeting all day, will call back 14/06/2018

"Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Provincial Authority

Mr Pieter Kuyler Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and 
Rural Development Peter.Kuyler@kznedtea.gov.za

08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 contacted by telephone and in a 
meeting all day, will call back 14/06/2018

"Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Provincial Authority Ms Colleen Moonsamy Department of Water Affairs 031-336 2846 +27828080208 MoonsamyC@dws.gov.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID "Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Provincial Authority Mr Dominic Weiners EKZNW - Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife 033-845 1544 weinersd@kznwildlife.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID "Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Provincial Authority Ms Weziwe Tshabalala Amafa 033-394 6543 archaeology@amafapmb.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID "Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Provincial Authority Mr Peter Woolf Department of Human Settlements 031-336 5145 +27712980210 peter.woolf@kzndhs.gov.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Provincial Authority Mr Mxolisi Makhaye Department of Transport
033 - 355 8897/
 033-355 8600 033-355 8092 mxolisi.makhaye@kzntransport.gov.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Local Authority (Municipality) Ms Nokubonga Mahaye Department of Education Umzinyathi District Office 034-219 2703 034-219 2154 nokubonga.mahaye@kzndoe.gov.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Local Authority (Municipality) Gugu Shabangu Department of Health KwaZulu-Natal 034-212 3161 034-212 1211 gugu.shabangu@kznhealth.gov.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Local Authority (Municipality) Mr German Ndlozi Umzinyathi District Municipality Water Services 034-219 1500 034-218 1940
ndlozig@umzinyathi.gov.za / 
rc3@umzinyathi.gov.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Local Authority (Municipality) Ms Sharmain Moodley Umzinyathi Municipality (Air Quality assessing Officer) 034-219 1554 +27796935359 moodleys@umzinyathi.gov.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 25/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Local Authority (Municipality) Caroline Jacobe Endumeni Local Municipality
034-212 2121 caroline@endumeni.gov.za

17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
"This is an email delivery failure notification message 
indicating that an email you addressed to email address 
caroline@endumeni.gov.za could not be delivered"

Local Authority (Municipality) Mboneni Nene Dannhauser Local Municipality 034-621 2666 +27833328243 mbonenin@dannhauser.gov.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Local Authority (Municipality) Nothile Mthimkhulu Amajuba District Municipality
034-329 7323

+27829085764
nothilem@amajuba.gov.za

17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
"This is an email delivery failure notification message 
indicating that an email you addressed to email address 
nothilem@amajuba.gov.za could not be delivered"

Adjacent Landowner Ms Medalle Griffiths Bentex drilling 034-218 2763 bentexoffice@gmail.com 30/03/2017 - email notification and BID Call made on 5 April - hadnt received email - resend BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID "Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Adjacent Landowner Mr Tom Honiball Bentex drilling 034-218 2763 034-212 4638 +27824473480 honibal@telkomsa.net 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID "Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no 
delivery notification was sent by the destination server"

Adjacent Landowner Mr Terrence Honiball Bentex drilling 034-218 2763 +27824672313
bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net
honibal@telkomsa.net 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Adjacent Landowner Ms Cheryl van Heerden Dundee & Distrikte B/U Veilingskrale +27765200048 ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za 30/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 5 April 2017 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Adjacent Landowner Mr Andrew Adams Dundee & Distrikte B/U Veilingskrale 034-2123648 +27866547494 ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za Received letter in response to BID 24 April 2017 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Adjacent Landowner Ms Shaheeda Endumeni Local Municipality 034-212 2121 shaheeda@endumeni.gov.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 30/03/2017 Email; Resend BID 05/04/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Adjacent Landowner
Ms Lorraine Wentzel Transnet freight rail DBN

031-361 2848 lorraine.wentzel@transnet.net
08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 contacted by telephone

"This is an email delivery failure notification message 
indicating that an email you addressed to email address 
lorraine.wentzel@transnet.net could not be delivered"

Adjacent Landowner Mr Gonnie Nadasen Transnet LTD
031-361  2319 / 
034-328 7349 +27732128488 gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net

24/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 5 April 2017
08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 contacted by telephone - no 
answer

"This is an email delivery failure notification message 
indicating that an email you addressed to email address 
gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net could not be delivered"

Adjacent Landowner Ms Vicky Madonsela Transnet Env manager +27835725565 vicky.madonsela@transnet.net
Received - confirmed via email 6 April 2017

08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 contacted by telephone - no 
answer

"This is an email delivery failure notification message 
indicating that an email you addressed to email address 
vicky.madonsela@transnet.net could not be delivered"

Adjacent Landowner TALBRICK PTY LTD 034-212 2922 molvorcc@gmail.com 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Adjacent Landowner RSA Government Erf 133
Adjacent Landowner Neels du Plooy Hitech Operators BK 034-212 3176 hitech@dundeekzn.co.za 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 28 March 2017 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Adjacent Landowner Coal By-Products & Inv LTD
Adjacent Landowner Uno-C Estate CC Purchased by Buffalo coal

Businesses Mr Willie Le Roux AFGRI 034-212 2140 034-212 4858
dundee.tak.admin@hinterland.co.za
dundee.takbestuurder@hinterland.co.za

17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
"Delivery has failed to these recipents or ground: 
dundee.tak.admin@hinterland.co.za The email address you 
entered cannot be found"

Businesses Ms Zenta Chamberlain New Holland Agriculture 034-218 1133 newhollanddundee@telkomsa.net 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Louis Steenkamp Anbot Diesel 034-212 4668 +27829353887
tristar@dundeekzn.co.za
erna@anbot.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Elvin Torlage National Motors & Tractors 034-218 1051 +27825406159 nmt81051@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 22 March 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Mr Luan Labuschagne LJL Mining Services 034-212 1147 +27828094590 admin@ljlmining.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 22 March 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Mr Logan Govender Tulula Kennels +27823952027 logangbs@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Ms Heidi Ramchurran DA-XA sand & klip 034-212 4155 +27769825308 daxanmt8@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Ms Irene Lundin SPCA 034-212 2851 +27729496235 spcadundeekzn@gmail.com 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Mr Dale Nair Dals block & paving 034-212 2622 / 

034-212 2632
dnair@telkomsa.net 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 22 March 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Shiraz Khan Khans concrete products 034-212 5037 034-121 5037 +27828411179 khansconcrete@telkomsa.net 24/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Mr Nelson Pillay Sunshine motors 034-212 5028 +27829523040 sunshinemotors@telkomsa.net 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Erich Muller Glendee fert & Lime cc 034-2123425 034-212 1393

erich@dundeekzn.co.za
glendeefert@dundeekzn.co.za
selwynmuller@telkomsa.net

17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Erich Muller Kynoch Fertilizer Depot 034-212 3425 +27824438049 erich@dundeekzn.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Ms Hettie Witbooi Alfa Panelbeaters 034-212 1469 034-212 3981 alfapanelbeaters@telkomsa.net 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Hano van den Berg AfriTan +27823384645
info@afritan.com
craig@afritan.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Phillip Ceranio D&G Autocare 034-212 2239 034-212 2248 +27824558393 ceros@dundeekzn.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 22 March 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Ms Quanita Gumede Braytons 034-212 4082/3 034-212 4085 quanita@braytons.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Mr Sumesh Praag Jaihind works +27793041037 jaihindworks@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Had to check with reception 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses L.M Seelworks 034-218 2548 +27823375680 veeshaml@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Businesses Mr Rudy Orban Farmers Agri-Care 034-212 1127

amandah@agricare.co.za
rudy@trustnet.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Resend BID 24/03/2017 Email

08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID; 
13/06/2018 Contacted by telephone and 
resent to new email address as Amanda no 
longer works there

"This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that 
an email you addressed to email address: 
amandah@agricare.co.za could not be delivered"

Businesses Mr Rob Burns R.A. Burns & Co (PTY) LTD 034-212 2129 034-212 2166 print@rabco.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID He has been away 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Boxer Processing 034-218 1029
Businesses Mr Shaiel Chunder Chans Harry's Transport cc 034-212 4272 harrysdundee@gmail.com 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID Confirmation of receipt via phonecall on 22 March 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses ABC 034-212 3246 0865836569 sales@abcscrapyard.co.za 17/03/2017 - email notification and BID 
Businesses Dineo Nyambose Buffalo Coal dineo.nyambose@buffalocoal.co.za 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID
Businesses Frank Talbot Buffalo Coal frank.talbot@buffalocoal.co.za 08/06/2018 - Email notification and BID

Owners and occupiers of land adjacent to the site where the activitiy is or is to be undertaken or to any alternative site
The owners and occupiers of land within 100m of the boundary of the site or alternative site who are or may be directly affected by the activity.
The municipal councillor of the ward in which the site or alternative site is situated and any organisation of ratepayers that represents the community in the area
The municipality which has jurisdiction in the area
Any organ of state having jurisdiction in respect of any sapect of the activity (example:  Eskom, Spoornet, Roads Department, Water Supply, Parks Boards, Conservation Agencies, Farmers Unions, Rate Payers Associations)
Regulatory authorities (example:  Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, National Department of Agriculture, Department of Minerals and Energy, South African Heritage Resources Agency, Department of Environmental Affairs)
Registered Stakeholders (see below)

all persons who, as a consequence of the public participation process conducted in respect of that application in terms of regulation 54, have submitted written comments or attended meetings with the applicant or EAP; 
all persons who, after completion of the public participation process referred to in paragraph (a), have requested the applicant or the EAP managing the application, in writing, for their names to be placed on the register; and 
all organs of state which have jurisdiction in respect of the activity to which the application relates.

(7) The competent authority must, in order to give effect to section 24O of the Act, on receipt of the draft reports contemplated in subregulation (5), request any State department that 
administers a law relating to a matter affecting the environment to comment within 40 days.

(8) The timeframe of 40 days as contemplated in subregulation (7) must be read as 60 days in the case of waste management activities as contemplated in the National Environmental 
Management: Waste Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008), on which the Department of Water Affairs must concur and issue a record of decision in terms of section 49(2) of the National 
Environmental Management: Waste Management Act, 2008 (Act No. 59 of 2008).
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Our Reference GCS Ref – 16-1265 

Your Reference Coalfields Calcine plant 

 

  17 March 2017 

 

Dear Interested and Affected Party 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES IN TERMS OF THE 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSING PLANT, DUNDEE, KWA-ZULU 

NATAL. 

 

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing to expand their facilities through the operation of an 

existing furnace at the Coalfields processing plant located on the boundary of the town of 

Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant 

to facilitate the environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National 

Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 Of 1998) and the National Environmental 

Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA). 

 

The environmental authorisation process will be conducted to ensure that the environmental 

impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) have an opportunity to comment by providing issues 

of concern and to ensure that the Competent Authority, the Department of Economic 

Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) has sufficient information to 

make a decision. 

 

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which 

describes: 

 The motivation for and components of the proposed project; 

 Potential issues for investigation; 

 The environmental authorization process and public participation process to be 

followed;  

 How stakeholders can contribute to the process; and 

 How to contact GCS. 

 



Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd Coalfields Calcine plant 
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Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing 

comments or issues of concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed 

Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to GCS. 

 

Please ensure that you forward your comments to us by no later than Tuesday 25th April 

2017. 

 

Meanwhile, should you have any questions, or would like to obtain more information, please 

feel free to contact myself, Karin Loukes. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Karin Loukes 

For GCS (Pty) Ltd 

 
Tel: 031 764 7130 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz or  
Post: PO Box 819, Kloof. 3603 
 

mailto:karinl@gcs-sa.biz
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16 May 2017 
 
DUNDEE & DISTRICT FARMERS’ UNION 
 
Attention: Mr Andrew Adams (Chairman) 
Via e-mail: ddfu@ dundeekzn.co.za 
 
 
Dear Mr Andrew Adams 
 
  
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT: AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE PROPOSED OPERATION 
OF AN EXISTING FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS CALCINE PROCESSING PLANT, DUNDEE, 
KWAZULU-NATAL. 
 
GCS (Pty) Ltd would like to acknowledge and thank you for your issues raised on the 
abovementioned project. GCS values your inputs and have noted your issues.  
 
We herewith would like to clarify that the application for environmental authorisation is not 
for a new or additional furnace but for an already existing one.  The furnace was 
commissioned in 2002/3 and operated until June 2009 after which it stopped completely for 
a year. Intermitted operations and test burns commence again in mid-2010 and continued 
until 2013.  Production was increased in 2013 to the current amount of approximately 4500 
tons of coal per month which is equal to production volumes pre 2009.It must be noted that 
the production of the calcine plant will not be further increased but will remain the same. 
 
The reason for this application is to comply with the National Environmental Management 
Act (act no. 107 of 1998) and National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (act no. 
39 of 2004) requirements. 
 
Dust fall out is monitored on a monthly basis at the Coalfields processing plant and results 
are within residential limits.  Please see attached summary of dust monitoring results of 
2015-2017. 
 
Further to the second question in your letter a rehabilitation fund underwritten by Lombard 
and Associates which stands at R 2 962 445.00 is available for the Coalfields processing plant 
property and will be reviewed based on the outcomes of the current investigation and 
specialist reports. 
 
Please be assured that you have been registered as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) 
on the project database. Comments raised, as well as responses to these comments, will be 
addressed in a Comment and Response Report, which will form part of the Basic Assessment 
Report. 
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Once finalised, the Basic Assessment Report will be made available for public review. 
Additional information regarding the public review of the document, such as review dates, 
will be communicated to you once the report has been finalised. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us, should you require any additional information. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Karin Loukes 
Environmental Scientist 
For GCS (Pty) Ltd 
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DUNDEE & DISTRICT FARMERS’ UNION 
 

DUNDEE & DISTRIK BOERE UNIE 
 
 
Chairman / Voorsitter :       Posbus / PO Box 686 
Andrew Adams  Tel 083 6316896     DUNDEE 
Secretary /Sekretaresse :       3000 
Cheryl van Heerden Tel  034 2123648 
                                  Fax 0866547494 
          email:  ddfu@ dundeekzn.co.za 
 
 
24 April 2017 
 
Karin Loukes 
Enviromental Consultant. 
GCS (Pty) Ltd 
Box 819 
KLOOF 
3603 
Email: karinl@gcs-sa.biz 
 
Dear Ms Loukes 
 
Re:  Application for extra burning furnace at Buffalo coal – Dundee  
 
Dundee and District Farmers’ Union regrettably cannot consent the application for 
increasing the furnace at Buffalo coal. 
 
At present we are experiencing high volumes of coal dust on our property.  
The logistical effort to clean our facility for guests before every event is a nightmare. 
 
Furthermore, the majority of cattle at the sales are calves that have been weaned off their 
mothers. These animals suffer from stress and bellow all night during the process. By 
increasing the smoke and dust in the air, we will be increasing the cases of pneumonia 
conditions on these cattle. This could amount to vast financial losses to both buyers and 
sellers. 
 
Likewise, the community of Forrestdale will fall victim to the same health and environmental 
conditions. I'm sure they would not agree to the increase. 
 
We are further concerned regarding the abilities of the plant to rehabilitate the property if 
they close (as was rumored during their strikes of 2014). We would like to know if they have 
made adequate financial provision for this. We feel it should be investigated. It is 
disconcerting that from a situation of possible shut down to needing to increase in capacity 
is made so fast.   
 



By this letter, we require that you acknowledge receipt and respond to these queries within 
30 days. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
Andrew Adam 
Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members / Lede  :  Biggarsberg Boerevereniging  De Jagersdrift Farmers’ Association,      
                                  Dundee Farmers’ Association  Elandskraal Boerevereniging,                  
                                  Hattingspruit Boerevereniging  Helpmekaar Farmers’ Association          
                                  Wasbank Farmers’ Association    
 



DUST FALLOUT 
MONITORING



GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF THE DFO BUCKETS 2017

•Bucket 4.Dam is the bucket monitoring dust blown in the direction of the farmers



1. MAIN SECURITY
GATE 2. SW BOUNDRY 3. SE BOUNDRY 4. STOCKPILE 5. NW BOUNDRY 6.FORESTDALE

January 565 127 113 983 129 0
February 220 82 21 92 582 0
March 198 74 19 83 526 0
April 379 145 182 560 212 342
Non-Residential Limit 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200 1200
Residential Limit 600 600 600 600 600 600
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Coalfields Dust Fallout 2017 to date

Non-Residential limit
1200mg/m3/day

Residential limit
600mg/m3/day

•An extra monitoring bucket was installed at Forestdale community in April to monitor the dust that might be reaching 
the community



GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF THE DFO BUCKETS 2015/16

•Bucket 4.Dam is the bucket monitoring dust blown in the direction of the farmers



1. SECURITY 2. SOUTH CORNER 3. STOCKPILE 4. DAM
January 110 15 51 35
February 626 90 118 159
March 0 86 103 94
April 737 103 255 324
May 326 91 150 130
June 251 66 153 206
July 968 158 228 238
August 751 281 403 368
September 504 196 282 281
October 1005 170 370 350
November 1000 248 545 312
December 541 101 167 275
Non-Residential Limit 1200 1200 1200 1200
Residential Limit 600 600 600 600
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Coalfields Dust Fallout 2016

Non-Residential limit
1200mg/m3/day

Residential limit
600mg/m3/day



| 6

1. SECURITY 2. SOUTH CORNER 3. E. STOCKPILE 4. DAM
January 61 24 190 80
February 143 53 560 74
March 78 55 521 72
April 45 61 291 16
May 153 31 362 199
June 102 121 319 193
July 377 155 0 104
August 367 72 1515 77
September 192 722 723 81
October 207 484 422 109
November 540 74 278 316
December 435 55 188 227
Non-Residential Limit 1200 1200 1200 1200
Residential Limit 600 600 600 600
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Coalfields Dust Fallout 2015

Residential limit
600mg/m3/day

Non-Residential limit
1200mg/m3/day
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 1:44 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ khanconcrete@telkomsa.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ #5.1.0 Address rejected. 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Karin Loukes
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 1:42 PM
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields BA BID_Draft Final.pdf

Dear Interested and Affected Party 
 
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR
QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSING 
PLANT, DUNDEE, KWA-ZULU NATAL. 
 
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing to expand their facilities through the operation of an existing furnace at the
Coalfields processing plant located on the boundary of the town of Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to facilitate the
environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107
Of 1998) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA). 
 
The environmental authorisation process will be conducted to ensure that the environmental impacts that may be
associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) have an
opportunity to comment by providing issues of concern and to ensure that the Competent Authority, the Department 
of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) has sufficient information to make a
decision. 
 
We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 
 The motivation for and components of the proposed project; 
 Potential issues for investigation; 
 The environmental authorization process and public participation process to be followed;  
 How stakeholders can contribute to the process; and 
 How to contact GCS. 
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Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or issues of
concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to
GCS. 
 
Please ensure that you forward your comments to us by no later than Tuesday 25th April 2017. 
 
Meanwhile, should you have any questions, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact
myself, Karin Loukes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Karin Loukes 
For GCS (Pty) Ltd 
 
Tel: 031 764 7130 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz or  
Post: PO Box 819, Kloof. 3603 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Reception2 <reception2@braytons.co.za>
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 1:45 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: Automatic reply: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields 

Calcine Plant

Please note that this e-mail address (reception2@barytons.co.za) is no longer in use. 
Please refer all e-mails to quanita@braytons.co.za with immediate effect. 
 
Thank you 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 2:45 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Warning

This message is a warning that an email you are trying to send has not yet been delivered. You do not have to do 
anything yet as the email is still queued for delivery. 
 
An email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ dennis.chonco@kznheatlh.gov.za 
 
has not yet been delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Domain has no MX records or is invalid 
 
This condition occurred after 6 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 1 hour(s). 
 
You will receive a rejection notice after a maximum of 4 days if the email cannot be delivered. If you sent the email 
to multiple recipients you will receive one of these messages for each one which is still undelivered, otherwise they 
have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@kznwildlife.com>
Sent: Friday, March 17, 2017 3:34 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ weinersd@kznwildlife.com 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ 5.4.6 Hop count exceeded ‐ possible mail loop 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Tuesday, March 21, 2017 9:50 AM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ dennis.chonco@kznheatlh.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Domain has no MX records or is invalid 
 
This condition occurred after 30 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 92 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 8:19 AM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ tristar@dundeekzn.co.z 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Domain has no MX records or is invalid 
 
This condition occurred after 30 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 92 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Tuesday, March 28, 2017 8:30 AM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ johndwatson@company.co.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Domain has no MX records or is invalid 
 
This condition occurred after 30 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 92 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Christo Samuel     *Transnet Property    DBN <Christo.Samuel@transnet.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 1:52 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: RE: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant

Karin, see my mail to Lorraine, please keep in touch with them re. your mail , we have separate divisions which have
their own property, TFR, will need to respond to you as we have no property in the vicinity, but TFR does ,  
  
Thank you,  
  
  

 
  

V{Ü|áàÉ ftÅâxÄ 
  
TRANSNET Property 
Eastern Corridor 
KZN 
Tel: (031) 361- 2887 
Cell: 0605710889 
Fax 0865179286 
  

“The information contained in this communication is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender.” 

  
  

From: Christo Samuel *Transnet Property DBN  
Sent: 29 March 2017 01:48 PM 
To: Lorraine Wentzel Transnet Freight Rail DBN 
Cc: Gonnie Nadasen Transnet Freight Rail DBN 
Subject: FW: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  
Lorraine,  
  
Please can you department respond to Karin hereunder, the property closest to this site is Transnet Freight Rail ,TP
would not be party to this process, 
  
Thank you,   
  
  

 
  

V{Ü|áàÉ ftÅâxÄ 
  
TRANSNET Property 
Eastern Corridor 
KZN 
Tel: (031) 361- 2887 
Cell: 0605710889 
Fax 0865179286 
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“The information contained in this communication is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender.” 

  
  

From: Karin Loukes [mailto:karinl@gcs‐sa.biz]  
Sent: 24 March 2017 12:23 PM 
To: Christo Samuel *Transnet Property DBN 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  
Dear Mr Christo Samuel 
  
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR
QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSING
PLANT, DUNDEE, KWA-ZULU NATAL. 
  
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing to expand their facilities through the operation of an existing furnace at the
Coalfields processing plant located on the boundary of the town of Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal. 
  
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to facilitate the
environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107
Of 1998) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA). 
  
The environmental authorisation process will be conducted to ensure that the environmental impacts that may be
associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) have an 
opportunity to comment by providing issues of concern and to ensure that the Competent Authority, the Department 
of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) has sufficient information to make a
decision. 
  
We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 
 The motivation for and components of the proposed project; 
 Potential issues for investigation; 
 The environmental authorization process and public participation process to be followed;  
 How stakeholders can contribute to the process; and 
 How to contact GCS. 
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Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or issues of 
concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to
GCS. 
  
Please ensure that you forward your comments to us by no later than Tuesday 25th April 2017. 
  
Meanwhile, should you have any questions, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact
myself, Karin Loukes. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Karin Loukes 
For GCS (Pty) Ltd 
  
Tel: 031 764 7130 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz or  
Post: PO Box 819, Kloof. 3603 
  
  
Karin Loukes 
Environmental Consultant 
Pr.Sci.Nat. (114571)  

  

To help pr
privacy, M
prevented 
download 
from the In
GCS Water
Environme

 

Tel  +27 (0) 31 764 7130 
Fax  +27 (0) 31 764 7140 
Cell 

 

Email  karinl@gcs-sa.biz 

Web www.gcs-sa.biz 

Address 4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk,  
Kloof, 3610, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa

 

To help pr
privacy, M
prevented 
download 
from the In
30 Years 19

 

  

DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the 
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, 
copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, 
please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail 
and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any 
reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, 
regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or 
mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or 
consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an 
employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email and its attachments is both confidential and subject 
to copyright. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified not to read, disclose copy or use 
the contents thereof in any manner whatsoever, but are kindly requested to notify the sender and delete it 
immediately. This e-mail message does not create any legally binding contract between Transnet SOC LTD 
and the recipient, unless the contrary is specifically stated. Statements and opinions expressed in e-mails 
may not represent those of Transnet SOC LTD. While Transnet will take reasonable precautions, it cannot 
give any guarantee or warrant that this email will be free of virus infections, errors, interception and, 
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therefore, cannot be held liable for any loss or damages incurred by the recipient, as a result of any of the 
above-mentioned factors.  
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Janice Callaghan

From: Christo Samuel     *Transnet Property    DBN <Christo.Samuel@transnet.net>
Sent: Wednesday, March 29, 2017 1:53 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: RE: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant

Lorraine ,Tel:  0313612848, Gonnie: 031361 2319 
  
  

 
  

V{Ü|áàÉ ftÅâxÄ 
  
TRANSNET Property 
Eastern Corridor 
KZN 
Tel: (031) 361- 2887 
Cell: 0605710889 
Fax 0865179286 
  

“The information contained in this communication is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender.” 

  
  

From: Christo Samuel *Transnet Property DBN  
Sent: 29 March 2017 01:52 PM 
To: 'karinl@gcs‐sa.biz' 
Subject: RE: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  
Karin, see my mail to Lorraine, please keep in touch with them re. your mail , we have separate divisions which have
their own property, TFR, will need to respond to you as we have no property in the vicinity, but TFR does ,  
  
Thank you,  
  
  

 
  

V{Ü|áàÉ ftÅâxÄ 
  
TRANSNET Property 
Eastern Corridor 
KZN 
Tel: (031) 361- 2887 
Cell: 0605710889 
Fax 0865179286 
  

“The information contained in this communication is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender.” 
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From: Christo Samuel *Transnet Property DBN  
Sent: 29 March 2017 01:48 PM 
To: Lorraine Wentzel Transnet Freight Rail DBN 
Cc: Gonnie Nadasen Transnet Freight Rail DBN 
Subject: FW: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  
Lorraine,  
  
Please can you department respond to Karin hereunder, the property closest to this site is Transnet Freight Rail ,TP
would not be party to this process, 
  
Thank you,   
  
  

 
  

V{Ü|áàÉ ftÅâxÄ 
  
TRANSNET Property 
Eastern Corridor 
KZN 
Tel: (031) 361- 2887 
Cell: 0605710889 
Fax 0865179286 
  

“The information contained in this communication is intended only for the use of the addressee(s). Unauthorised use, 
disclosure, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender.” 

  
  

From: Karin Loukes [mailto:karinl@gcs‐sa.biz]  
Sent: 24 March 2017 12:23 PM 
To: Christo Samuel *Transnet Property DBN 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  
Dear Mr Christo Samuel 
  
NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR 
QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSING
PLANT, DUNDEE, KWA-ZULU NATAL. 
  
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing to expand their facilities through the operation of an existing furnace at the 
Coalfields processing plant located on the boundary of the town of Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal. 
  
Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to facilitate the
environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107
Of 1998) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA). 
  
The environmental authorisation process will be conducted to ensure that the environmental impacts that may be
associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) have an
opportunity to comment by providing issues of concern and to ensure that the Competent Authority, the Department 
of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DEDTEA) has sufficient information to make a
decision. 
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We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 
 The motivation for and components of the proposed project; 
 Potential issues for investigation; 
 The environmental authorization process and public participation process to be followed;  
 How stakeholders can contribute to the process; and 
 How to contact GCS. 
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Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or issues of
concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to
GCS. 
  
Please ensure that you forward your comments to us by no later than Tuesday 25th April 2017. 
  
Meanwhile, should you have any questions, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact
myself, Karin Loukes. 
  
Yours sincerely 
  
Karin Loukes 
For GCS (Pty) Ltd 
  
Tel: 031 764 7130 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz or  
Post: PO Box 819, Kloof. 3603 
  
  
Karin Loukes 
Environmental Consultant 
Pr.Sci.Nat. (114571)  
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DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the 
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, 
copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, 
please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail 
and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any 
reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, 
regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or 
mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or 
consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an 
employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this email and its attachments is both confidential and subject 
to copyright. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified not to read, disclose copy or use 
the contents thereof in any manner whatsoever, but are kindly requested to notify the sender and delete it 
immediately. This e-mail message does not create any legally binding contract between Transnet SOC LTD 
and the recipient, unless the contrary is specifically stated. Statements and opinions expressed in e-mails 
may not represent those of Transnet SOC LTD. While Transnet will take reasonable precautions, it cannot 
give any guarantee or warrant that this email will be free of virus infections, errors, interception and, 
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therefore, cannot be held liable for any loss or damages incurred by the recipient, as a result of any of the 
above-mentioned factors.  
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Thursday, March 30, 2017 11:51 AM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Warning

This message is a warning that an email you are trying to send has not yet been delivered. You do not have to do 
anything yet as the email is still queued for delivery. 
 
An email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ pamm@endumeni.gov.za 
 
has not yet been delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient server unavailable or busy 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Connection timed out 
 
This condition occurred after 6 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 1 hour(s). 
 
You will receive a rejection notice after a maximum of 4 days if the email cannot be delivered. If you sent the email 
to multiple recipients you will receive one of these messages for each one which is still undelivered, otherwise they 
have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: DDFU <ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za>
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 8:41 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Cc: Gerald Willis Smith - EDTEA
Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant
Attachments: Scan Comments Response Form GSC 2017.04.24.pdf; Buffalo Coal 2017.04.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Dear Ms Loukes 

Please find attached :- 
1  Letter from Andrew Adams, the Chairman of Dundee & District Farmers' Union and  
2  Comments/Response Form duly completed. 
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of these two documents. 
Thank you. 
Regards  

Cheryl van Heerden 

Secretary  
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 686 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648  

Fax : 0866 547494 
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Janice Callaghan

From: DDFU <ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za>
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 8:41 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Cc: Gerald Willis Smith - EDTEA
Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant
Attachments: Scan Comments Response Form GSC 2017.04.24.pdf; Buffalo Coal 2017.04.24.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Ms Loukes 

Please find attached :- 
1  Letter from Andrew Adams, the Chairman of Dundee & District Farmers' Union and  
2  Comments/Response Form duly completed. 
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of these two documents. 
Thank you. 
Regards  

Cheryl van Heerden 

Secretary  
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 686 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648  

Fax : 0866 547494 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Frank Talbot <frank.talbot@buffalocoal.co.za>
Sent: Monday, May 8, 2017 11:14 AM
To: Karin Loukes
Cc: Dineo Nyambose
Subject: RE: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant

Hi Karin, 
 
Thanks for the email. 
 
Firstly as I am sure you are aware that. 

1) This is an existing furnace which we are attempting make more compliant to the 
environment. It has been in operation since around 2013 

2) Yes we have a rehab fund underwritten by Lombard and Associates which stands at R 2 
962 445.00 which may need to be increased after our current investigation and specialist 
reports. 

Regards 
Frank 
 
From: Karin Loukes [mailto:karinl@gcs-sa.biz]  
Sent: 08 May 2017 10:07 AM 
To: Dineo Nyambose 
Cc: Frank Talbot 
Subject: FW: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine Plant 
 
Hi Dineo 
  
This is for you information and to keep you up to date.  Please find a response on the BID that was sent out for the 
environmental authorisation for the calcine plant. 
  
Regards 
Karin   
  
 
Karin Loukes 
Environmental Consultant 
Pr.Sci.Nat. (114571)  
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From: DDFU [mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za]  
Sent: 24 April 2017 08:41 PM 
To: Karin Loukes <karinl@gcs‐sa.biz> 
Cc: Gerald Willis Smith ‐ EDTEA <gerald.willis‐smith@kznedtea.gov.za> 
Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union ‐ Response to Notification of E A ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
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Dear Ms Loukes 

Please find attached :- 
1  Letter from Andrew Adams, the Chairman of Dundee & District Farmers' Union and  
2  Comments/Response Form duly completed. 
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of these two documents. 
Thank you. 
Regards  

Cheryl van Heerden 

Secretary  
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 686 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648  

Fax : 0866 547494 

  

DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the 
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, 
copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, 
please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail 
and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any 
reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, 
regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or 
mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or 
consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an 
employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Karin Loukes
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 12:05 PM
To: 'DDFU'
Subject: RE: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant
Attachments: 16-1265 Acknowledgement Letter to Comments Received Dundee Boere Unie 

Final.pdf; Buffalo Dust monitoring 2015 to date.pdf

Dear Mr Andrew Adams 
 
Please find attached a response to the comments received from the Dundee & District Farmers Union.  I have also 
attached a summary of the dust monitoring being undertaken by Buffalo Coal at Coalfields processing plant as 
additional information. 
 
The comments and the response will be recorded in the Basic Assessment report which will presented to EDTEA for 
their consideration.  Furthermore you will be notified when this report will be available for public comment.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions.   
Kindly acknowledge receipt of the email with 2 documents attached. 
 
Regards  
Karin 
 

From: DDFU [mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za]  
Sent: 24 April 2017 08:41 PM 
To: Karin Loukes <karinl@gcs‐sa.biz> 
Cc: Gerald Willis Smith ‐ EDTEA <gerald.willis‐smith@kznedtea.gov.za> 
Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union ‐ Response to Notification of E A ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 

 

Dear Ms Loukes 

Please find attached :- 
1  Letter from Andrew Adams, the Chairman of Dundee & District Farmers' Union and  
2  Comments/Response Form duly completed. 
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of these two documents. 
Thank you. 
Regards  

Cheryl van Heerden 

Secretary  
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 686 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648  

Fax : 0866 547494 
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Janice Callaghan

From: DDFU <ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za>
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 12:44 PM
To: Karin Loukes
Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union - Response to Notification of E A - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant

Dear Karin, 

On behalf of the Chairman (previously Andrew Adams and now Herman de Wet) I acknowledge 
receipt of your email and two attachments. 

Kind regards 

Cheryl van Heerden 

Secretary 
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 688 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648 
Fax : 0866 547494 
On 19‐05‐2017 12:14 PM, Karin Loukes wrote: 

Dear Mr Andrew Adams 

  

Please find attached a response to the comments received from the Dundee & District Farmers 

Union.  I have also attached a summary of the dust monitoring being undertaken by Buffalo Coal at 

Coalfields processing plant as additional information. 

  

The comments and the response will be recorded in the Basic Assessment report which will 

presented to EDTEA for their consideration.  Furthermore you will be notified when this report will 

be available for public comment.  

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions.   

Kindly acknowledge receipt of the email with 2 documents attached. 

  

Regards  

Karin 
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Karin Loukes 
Environmental Consultant 
Pr.Sci.Nat. (114571)  
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From: DDFU [mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za]  

Sent: 24 April 2017 08:41 PM 

To: Karin Loukes <karinl@gcs‐sa.biz> 

Cc: Gerald Willis Smith ‐ EDTEA <gerald.willis‐smith@kznedtea.gov.za> 

Subject: Re: Dun & Dist Farm Union ‐ Response to Notification of E A ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 

  

Dear Ms Loukes 

Please find attached :‐ 

1  Letter from Andrew Adams, the Chairman of Dundee & District Farmers' Union and  

2  Comments/Response Form duly completed. 

 

Kindly acknowledge receipt of these two documents. 

Thank you. 

Regards  

Cheryl van Heerden 
Secretary  
Dundee & Districts Farmers’ Union 
Box 686 
DUNDEE 
3000 
Tel : 034 2123648  

Fax : 0866 547494 
  

DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and 
binding on the recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are 
the intended recipient, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with 
this email, and If you have received this email message in error, please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of 
information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & 
Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any reliance upon any information contained 
in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, regulatory, tax, 
technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any 
database or mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any 
party for any direct, indirect or consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or 
otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 

 

‐‐  
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Janice Callaghan

From: Michele Schmid <michele.schmid@Kzntransport.gov.za>
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 2:59 PM
To: Janice Callaghan
Cc: Judy Reddy
Subject: P6-5_Coalfields Calcine Plant on Subdivision 267 Dundee_resp
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields Calcine Plant BID Final.pdf

Dear Madam, 

With reference to your letter dated 11 June 2018, in connection with the abovementioned proposed
Coalfields Calcine Plant application, I have to inform you that the Minister as the Controlling 

Authority as defined in the Kwazulu-Natal Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, has in terms of section 21 of the said
Act, no objections to the proposed application development, subject to the following: 

In terms of section 13 of the Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, no buildings or any structures whatsoever, other
than a fence, hedge or a wall which does not rise higher than 2,1 meters above or below 

the surface of the land on which it stands, shall be erected on the land within a distance of 15 meters
measured from the expropriated road reserve boundary of Main Road 6-5. 

  
The road reserve boundary shall be determined in consultation with this Departments Road Information

Services, (Tel: 033–355 8600). 
  
The applicant's attention is drawn to the relevant stormwater clause contained in section 12 of the

Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 and section 5 of the Roads Regulations, wherein
it is advised that the disposal of stormwater emanating from the road reserve through the layout, or any

stormwater emanating from the layout through the road reserve, shall be undertaken 
in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this  Departments Cost Centre Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 

034-2998600) during the development of the property concerned. 
  
The existing access point shall be upgraded in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this Cost Centre

Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 034-2998600) to a Type "B1" blacktop standard. 
  
A safe sight distance shall be maintained at all times by cutting of grass or other vegetation on either side

of the access.   
  
All costs incurred, as a result of these requirements shall be borne entirely by the developer. 
  
A letter of compliance with the above requirements shall be lodged with the Minister prior to the issuing
of the certificate contemplated by the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001. Such
requirements shall be undertaken prior to the commencement of any Mining operation. 

In terms of section 22 of the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 this approval is granted for
a period of 18 months. Any amendment, rescission or lapsing of this application the application 

must be resubmitted to this Department for re-consideration. 
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Kind regards, 

Matthew 10:32   
  

Mrs Michéle Schmid | Engineering Services: Road Control 
KZN Department of Transport  
Street Address:  224 Prince Alfred St, Pietermaritzburg, 3201 
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Postal Address:  Private Bag X9043, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 
Office: 033 355 0581 
e-mail: michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za 
Web Pages:  http://www.kzntransport.gov.za; http://www.kzntransportgis.co.za/transport 
  

 
  

 

KZN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

This e-mail and its contents are subject to the KZN Department Of Transport e-mail legal notice and disclaimer 

From: Janice Callaghan [mailto:janicec@gcs‐sa.biz]  
Sent: 11 June 2018 3:52 PM 
To: Judy Reddy <Judy.Reddy@Kzntransport.gov.za> 
Subject: FW: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  

  

  

From: Public KZN  
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:53 PM 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  

Dear Interested and Affected Party 

  

NOTIFICATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND AN ATMOSPHERIC EMISSIONS LICENCE 

IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004)  FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSIONG PLANT, DUNDEE, KWAZULU‐NATAL.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application for rectification for the commencement of unauthorised activities

listed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 2014 for the operation of the an

existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa‐Zulu Natal.  

Buffalo  Coal  (Pty)  Ltd  appointed  GCS  (Pty)  Ltd  as  an  independent  environmental  consultant  to  facilitate  the 

environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107

of 1998) (NEMA) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).

The environmental authorisation and air emissions license application processes will be conducted to ensure that the

environmental impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and
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Affected Parties  (I&APs)  have an opportunity  to  comment by  providing  issues of  concern  and  to ensure  that  the

Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs  (EDTEA) has 

sufficient information to make a decision.  

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 

 Project Description; 

 Location and Nature of the Activities; 

 Environmental Legislation ; 

 Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process; 

 Public Participation Process; and 

 How to contact GCS  

Should you wish  to participate  in  the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or  issues of

concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to

GCS.  

Please ensure you forward your comments to us no later than Monday 9 July 2018.  

Should you have any queries, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact Karin Loukes.  

Yours sincerely 

  

  
Janice Callaghan 
Intern 
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DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the 
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, 
copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, 
please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail 
and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any 
reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, 
regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or 
mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or 
consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an 
employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an 
innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated 
data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 



From: Microsoft Outlook
To: caroline@endumeni.gov.za
Subject: Relayed: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: 24 March 2017 12:25:44 PM

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
caroline@endumeni.gov.za (caroline@endumeni.gov.za) <mailto:caroline@endumeni.gov.za> 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
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From: Microsoft Outlook
To: christo.samuel@transnet.net
Subject: Relayed: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: 24 March 2017 12:25:58 PM

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
christo.samuel@transnet.net (christo.samuel@transnet.net) <mailto:christo.samuel@transnet.net> 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
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From: Microsoft Outlook
To: ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za
Subject: Relayed: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: 30 March 2017 10:39:26 AM

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za (ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za) <mailto:ddfu@dundeekzn.co.za> 
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From: Microsoft Outlook
To: hitech@dundeekzn.co.za
Subject: Relayed: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: 24 March 2017 12:26:32 PM

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
hitech@dundeekzn.co.za (hitech@dundeekzn.co.za) <mailto:hitech@dundeekzn.co.za> 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
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From: Microsoft Outlook
To: honibal@telkomsa.net; bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net
Subject: Relayed: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
Date: 24 March 2017 12:24:48 PM

Delivery to these recipients or groups is complete, but no delivery notification was sent by the destination server:
honibal@telkomsa.net (honibal@telkomsa.net) <mailto:honibal@telkomsa.net> 
bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net (bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net) <mailto:bentexdrilling@telkomsa.net> 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant
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Appendix H2 
 

Notification and Responses 
•  2018 



Dear Interested and Affected Party 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND AN ATMOSPHERIC 

EMISSIONS LICENCE IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT 

(ACT NO. 39 OF 2004)  FOR THE OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSIONG PLANT, 

DUNDEE, KWAZULU-NATAL.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application for rectification for the commencement of 

unauthorised activities listed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 

2014 for the operation of the an existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa-

Zulu Natal.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to facilitate 

the environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management 

Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 

(Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).  

The environmental authorisation and air emissions license application processes will be conducted to 

ensure that the environmental impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into 

consideration. Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) have an opportunity to comment by providing 

issues of concern and to ensure that the Competent Authority, the Department of Economic 

Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (EDTEA) has sufficient information to make a decision.  

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 

 Project Description; 

 Location and Nature of the Activities; 

 Environmental Legislation ; 

 Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process; 

 Public Participation Process; and 

 How to contact GCS  

Should you wish to participate in the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or 

issues of concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet 

and forward it to GCS.  

Please ensure you forward your comments to us no later than Monday 9 July 2018.  

Should you have any queries, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact Karin 

Loukes.  

Yours sincerely 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Michele Schmid <michele.schmid@Kzntransport.gov.za>
Sent: Tuesday, June 12, 2018 2:59 PM
To: Janice Callaghan
Cc: Judy Reddy
Subject: P6-5_Coalfields Calcine Plant on Subdivision 267 Dundee_resp
Attachments: 16-1265 Coalfields Calcine Plant BID Final.pdf

Dear Madam, 

With reference to your letter dated 11 June 2018, in connection with the abovementioned proposed
Coalfields Calcine Plant application, I have to inform you that the Minister as the Controlling 

Authority as defined in the Kwazulu-Natal Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, has in terms of section 21 of the said
Act, no objections to the proposed application development, subject to the following: 

In terms of section 13 of the Roads Act No. 4 of 2001, no buildings or any structures whatsoever, other
than a fence, hedge or a wall which does not rise higher than 2,1 meters above or below 

the surface of the land on which it stands, shall be erected on the land within a distance of 15 meters
measured from the expropriated road reserve boundary of Main Road 6-5. 

  
The road reserve boundary shall be determined in consultation with this Departments Road Information

Services, (Tel: 033–355 8600). 
  
The applicant's attention is drawn to the relevant stormwater clause contained in section 12 of the

Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 and section 5 of the Roads Regulations, wherein
it is advised that the disposal of stormwater emanating from the road reserve through the layout, or any

stormwater emanating from the layout through the road reserve, shall be undertaken 
in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this  Departments Cost Centre Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 

034-2998600) during the development of the property concerned. 
  
The existing access point shall be upgraded in consultation with and to the satisfaction of this Cost Centre

Manager, Dundee (Telephone: 034-2998600) to a Type "B1" blacktop standard. 
  
A safe sight distance shall be maintained at all times by cutting of grass or other vegetation on either side

of the access.   
  
All costs incurred, as a result of these requirements shall be borne entirely by the developer. 
  
A letter of compliance with the above requirements shall be lodged with the Minister prior to the issuing
of the certificate contemplated by the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001. Such
requirements shall be undertaken prior to the commencement of any Mining operation. 

In terms of section 22 of the Kwazulu-Natal Provincial Roads Act No. 4 of 2001 this approval is granted for
a period of 18 months. Any amendment, rescission or lapsing of this application the application 

must be resubmitted to this Department for re-consideration. 
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Kind regards, 

Matthew 10:32   
  

Mrs Michéle Schmid | Engineering Services: Road Control 
KZN Department of Transport  
Street Address:  224 Prince Alfred St, Pietermaritzburg, 3201 
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Postal Address:  Private Bag X9043, Pietermaritzburg, 3200 
Office: 033 355 0581 
e-mail: michele.schmid@kzntransport.gov.za 
Web Pages:  http://www.kzntransport.gov.za; http://www.kzntransportgis.co.za/transport 
  

 
  

 

KZN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

This e-mail and its contents are subject to the KZN Department Of Transport e-mail legal notice and disclaimer 

From: Janice Callaghan [mailto:janicec@gcs‐sa.biz]  
Sent: 11 June 2018 3:52 PM 
To: Judy Reddy <Judy.Reddy@Kzntransport.gov.za> 
Subject: FW: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  

  

  

From: Public KZN  
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:53 PM 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation ‐ Coalfields Calcine Plant 
  

Dear Interested and Affected Party 

  

NOTIFICATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR RECTIFICATION IN TERMS OF SECTION 24G OF THE NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND AN ATMOSPHERIC EMISSIONS LICENCE 

IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004)  FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS PROCESSIONG PLANT, DUNDEE, KWAZULU‐NATAL.  

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd has submitted an application for rectification for the commencement of unauthorised activities

listed in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2010 and 2014 for the operation of the an

existing calcine furnace at the Coalfields processing plant Dundee, Kwa‐Zulu Natal.  

Buffalo  Coal  (Pty)  Ltd  appointed  GCS  (Pty)  Ltd  as  an  independent  environmental  consultant  to  facilitate  the 

environmental authorisation processes in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107

of 1998) (NEMA) and the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA).

The environmental authorisation and air emissions license application processes will be conducted to ensure that the

environmental impacts that may be associated with the proposed project are taken into consideration. Interested and
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Affected Parties  (I&APs)  have an opportunity  to  comment by  providing  issues of  concern  and  to ensure  that  the

Competent Authority, the Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs  (EDTEA) has 

sufficient information to make a decision.  

We enclose a Background Information Document, as an initial opportunity to comment, which describes: 

 Project Description; 

 Location and Nature of the Activities; 

 Environmental Legislation ; 

 Atmospheric Emission Licence Application Process; 

 Public Participation Process; and 

 How to contact GCS  

Should you wish  to participate  in  the environmental authorisation process by contributing comments or  issues of

concern, please register as an I&AP by completing the enclosed Registration and Comment Sheet and forward it to

GCS.  

Please ensure you forward your comments to us no later than Monday 9 July 2018.  

Should you have any queries, or would like to obtain more information, please feel free to contact Karin Loukes.  

Yours sincerely 

  

  
Janice Callaghan 
Intern 
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DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the 
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, 
copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, 
please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail 
and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any 
reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, 
regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or 
mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or 
consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an 
employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create and send this e-mail. 

 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an 
innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated 
data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ caroline@endumeni.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za>: Recipient address rejected: undeliverable address: host 
lion.endumeni.gov.za[/var/run/dovecot/lmtp] said: 550 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za> User doesn't exist: 
caroline@endumeni.gov.za (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 3:33 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ lorraine.wentzel@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ amandah@agricare.co.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Invalid Recipient ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#550 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ nothilem@amajuba.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 3:33 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ vicky.madonsela@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ vicky.madonsela@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
 
 



1

Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ amandah@agricare.co.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Invalid Recipient ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#550 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
 
 



1

Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:54 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ caroline@endumeni.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za>: Recipient address rejected: undeliverable address: host 
lion.endumeni.gov.za[/var/run/dovecot/lmtp] said: 550 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za> User doesn't exist: 
caroline@endumeni.gov.za (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
 
 



1

Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 1:55 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ lorraine.wentzel@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
 
 



1

Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 3:33 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ gonnie.nadasen@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ nothilem@amajuba.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
 
 



1

Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 3:33 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ vicky.madonsela@transnet.net 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email server rejected the message 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ Email rejected due to security policies ‐ https://community.mimecast.com/docs/DOC‐1369#554 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ caroline@endumeni.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za>: Recipient address rejected: undeliverable address: host 
lion.endumeni.gov.za[/var/run/dovecot/lmtp] said: 550 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za> User doesn't exist: 
caroline@endumeni.gov.za (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Domain postMaster address <postmaster@gcs-sa.biz>
Sent: Friday, June 8, 2018 2:57 PM
To: Public KZN
Subject: [Postmaster] Email Delivery Failure

This is a delivery failure notification message indicating that an email you addressed to email address : 
‐‐ caroline@endumeni.gov.za 
 
could not be delivered. The problem appears to be : 
‐‐ Recipient email address is possibly incorrect 
 
Additional information follows : 
‐‐ 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za>: Recipient address rejected: undeliverable address: host 
lion.endumeni.gov.za[/var/run/dovecot/lmtp] said: 550 5.1.1 <caroline@endumeni.gov.za> User doesn't exist: 
caroline@endumeni.gov.za (in reply to RCPT TO command) 
 
This condition occurred after 1 attempt(s) to deliver over a period of 0 hour(s). 
 
If you sent the email to multiple recipients, you will receive one of these messages for each one which failed 
delivery,  otherwise they have been sent. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: Rudy Orban - Agro Chemicals CC <rudy@trustnet.co.za>
To: Public KZN; Public KZN
Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 10:49 AM
Subject: Read: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant

Your message  
 
   To:  
   Subject: Read: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine Plant 
   Sent: Wednesday, June 13, 2018 10:48:48 AM (UTC+02:00) Harare, Pretoria 
 
 was read on Wednesday, June 13, 2018 10:48:40 AM (UTC+02:00) Harare, Pretoria. 
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Janice Callaghan

From: postmaster@my-it.co.za
To: dundee.tak.admin@hinterland.co.za
Sent: Monday, June 11, 2018 9:13 AM
Subject: Undeliverable: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine 

Plant

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups: 

dundee.tak.admin@hinterland.co.za 
The e-mail address you entered couldn't be found. Please check the recipient's e-mail address and try to resend the 
message. If the problem continues, please contact your helpdesk. 

 
 
 
 
 

Diagnostic information for administrators: 

Generating server: my-it.co.za 

dundee.tak.admin@hinterland.co.za 
#< #5.1.1 smtp;550 5.1.1 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipNotFound; not found> #SMTP# 

Original message headers: 

Received: from server.senwes.co.za (172.16.4.20) by MITKLDMB01.ICT.My-IT.co.za 
 (172.16.2.7) with Microsoft SMTP Server id 14.3.399.0; Fri, 8 Jun 2018 
 13:54:38 +0200 
Received-SPF: Pass (domain gcs-sa.biz designates 41.74.201.133 as a permitted sender), 
 client-ip=<41.74.201.133>; identity=<publickzn@gcs-sa.biz>; helo=<za-smtp-
delivery-133.mimecast.co.za>; 
Received: from za-smtp-delivery-133.mimecast.co.za ([41.74.201.133]) by 
 server.senwes.co.za with Trustwave SEG (v8,0,3,10302) id <B5b1a6e790001>; 
 Fri, 08 Jun 2018 13:54:33 +0200 
X-CheckPoint: {5B1A6E78-14-146410AC-C0000001} 
X-MAIL-CPID: 870E5CC3AC8E19F34A4F09E83337FA0E_1 
Received: from GCSZEUS.water.local (41.160.48.154 [41.160.48.154]) (Using TLS) 
 by za-smtp-1.mimecast.co.za with ESMTP id za-mta-15-pTkvNpJzOv6wwOCmf7BfYg-3; 
 Fri, 08 Jun 2018 13:53:38 +0200 
Received: from GCSZEUS.water.local ([::1]) by GCSZEUS.water.local ([::1]) with 
 mapi id 14.03.0399.000; Fri, 8 Jun 2018 13:53:27 +0200 
From: Public KZN <publickzn@gcs-sa.biz> 
Subject: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields Calcine 
 Plant 
Thread-Topic: Notification of an Environmental Authorisation - Coalfields 
 Calcine Plant 
Thread-Index: AdP/G+BFU8J2hpexSwiNl9FDqFjZNQ== 
Date: Fri, 8 Jun 2018 11:53:27 +0000 
Message-ID: <602343C7EE29BD4FB7B414891F8061E810598C@GCSZEUS.water.local> 
Accept-Language: en-US 
Content-Language: en-US 
X-MS-Has-Attach: yes 
X-MS-TNEF-Correlator: 
x-originating-ip: [192.168.3.35] 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
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X-MC-Unique: pTkvNpJzOv6wwOCmf7BfYg-3 
To: Undisclosed recipients:; 
Return-Path: publickzn@gcs-sa.biz 
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; 
 boundary="_004_602343C7EE29BD4FB7B414891F8061E810598CGCSZEUSwaterlocal_" 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix H3 
 

Notification and Responses 
•  Flyer 2017 



 

 

 

GCS (Pty) Ltd.    Reg No: 2004/000765/07         Est. 1987 

Offices:        Durban        Johannesburg        Lusaka        Ostrava        Pretoria        Windhoek 

Directors:  AC Johnstone (Managing)    PF Labuschagne    AWC Marais   S Napier   S Pilane (HR)    W Sherriff (Financial) 

Non-Executive Director: B Wilson-Jones 

4a Old Main Road, Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal, South Africa, 3610 
PO Box 819, Gillitts, 3603, South Africa 
Tel:  +27 (0) 31 764 7130   Fax: +27 (0) 31 764 7140   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

www.gcs-sa.biz 

 
 

Our Reference 16-1265 

Your Reference Coalfields Calcine Plant - BAR 

 
  5 May 2017 
 

Dear Interested and Affected party 

 

NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESS IN TERMS OF THE 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT (ACT NO. 107 OF 1998) AND NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: AIR QUALITY ACT (ACT NO. 39 OF 2004) FOR THE 

PROPOSED OPERATION OF AN EXISTING FURNACE AT THE COALFIELDS CALCINE 

PROCESSING PLANT, DUNDEE, KWAZULU-NATAL. 

 

Buffalo Coal (Pty) Ltd, is proposing the operation of an existing furnace at the Coalfields 
Calcine processing plant located on the boundary of the town of Dundee in KwaZulu-Natal. 
 
Buffalo Coal appointed GCS (Pty) Ltd as an independent environmental consultant to 
facilitate the environmental authorisation processes for the following authorisations: 

 
• Environmental Authorisation for the following activities listed in terms of section 

24 (2) the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
(NEMA);  

• Atmospheric Emissions License in terms of the National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA); 

 
The NEMA activities which are triggered by the proposed operation of the furnace at the 
Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant are listed under Regulation GNR 327 and as such require 
an application for an Environmental Authorisation in the form of a Basic Assessment process, 
due to the potential impacts of resulting emissions on the environment. In addition, the 
undertaking of an Air Quality Impact Assessment and subsequent application for an 
Atmospheric Emissions Licence (AEL) is also required.   
 
Buffalo Coal is a high quality thermal and metallurgical coal producing company, supplying 
thermal coal, anthracite and calcine to both domestic and international markets. The 
proposed operation of the furnace at the Coalfields Calcine Processing Plant in accordance 
with the relevant legislation will enable Buffalo Coal to expand their existing facilities in 
order to increase production. 
 
You are invited to participate in the stakeholder engagement process by registering as an 
Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) as well as to raise any issues or concerns about the 
proposed environmental authorisation applications or to submit suggestions regarding the 
project. Please contact us at the details below by 9 June 2017: 
 
Karin Loukes  
GCS (Pty) Ltd 
Tel: 031 764 7130 
Fax: 031 764 7140 
E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz  or Post: PO Box 819, Gillits, 3603

mailto:karinl@gcs-sa.biz
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Supporting Documentation 



 

 

 

GCS (Pty) Ltd.    Reg No: 2004/000765/07         Est. 1987 
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Directors:  AC Johnstone (Managing)    PF Labuschagne    AWC Marais    S Pilane    F Pieterse 

Non-executive:  G De Swardt     

 

4a Old Main Road   1 Judges Walk, Kloof, Kwazulu-Natal South Africa 3610  
PO Box 819 Gillitts 3603 South Africa 
 
Telephone:  +27 (0)31 764 7130    Facsimile: +27 (0)31 764 7140     
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Our Reference GCS Ref -  16-1265 

   

23 October 2017 
 

 
Environment: North Region  
KZN Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs  
270 Jabu Ndlovu Street 
Pietermaritzburg 
3201 
 
Attention: Ms Zama Mbanjwa  
 
GCS PROJECT NO: 16-1265: 24G Application for Buffalo Coal Dundee (Pty) Ltd  
 
Please find herewith enclosed the Application for the Rectification of the Unlawful 
Continuation of Listed Activities at Buffalo Coal Dundee (Pty) Ltd.  
 
Please acknowledge receipt of the forms at your earliest convenience.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact the undersigned should you require any further information. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Karin Loukes 
Environmental Scientist  
For GCS (Pty) Ltd 
0317647130 
karinl@gcs-sa.biz 
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Section 24G Application 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

``Attainment of a Radically Transformed, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for KwaZulu-Natal'' 
 

  
 

Page 1 of 7 

 
 
APPLICATION FOR THE RECTIFICATION OF THE UNLAWFUL 
COMMENCEMENT OR CONTINUATION OF A LISTED ACTIVITY 
 
Submitted in terms of section 24G of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 
(Act No. 107 of 1998) (as amended). 

 

 
Kindly note that: 

1. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ascertain whether subsequent versions of the form have 
been published or produced by this department.  

2. Incomplete applications may be returned to the applicant for revision.   
3. Lodging an application for rectification does not necessarily imply that the activity will be authorized. 

In terms of the National Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2004, the MEC may either 
conditionally authorize the activity or issue a directive for the activity to cease and for the environment 
to be rehabilitated 

4. Reports required in terms of subsection 24G(1) of the National Environmental Management 
Amendment Act, 2004 will only be considered after the payment of an administration fine as 
determined by the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental 
Affairs. 

5. It is not a requirement for this form to be completed by an environmental assessment practitioner. 
6. No faxed or e-mailed applications will be accepted.   
  

 (For official use only) 

Application No:  
Date Received:  

Office:  
Designated officer:  



Section 24G Application 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

``Attainment of a Radically Transformed, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for KwaZulu-Natal'' 
 

  
 

Page 2 of 7 

7. This application must be handed in or posted to the appropriate Regional Office of the KwaZulu-Natal 
Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs at one of the following 
addresses: 

 
 FOR APPLICATIONS IN NORTHERN KWAZULU-NATAL (Amajuba, UMkhanyakude, 

UThungulu, UMzinyathi and Zululand District Municipalities) 
 
Environment: North Region 
KwaZulu Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs  
 
270 Jabu Ndlovu Street, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3201 
Private Bag X 9152 
Pietermaritzburg, 3200 
 
Contact Person: Ms Zama Mbanjwa 
Telephone No.: (033) 264 2500 
 
 
 

 FOR APPLICATIONS IN SOUTHERN KWAZULU-NATAL (EThekwini Metro and ILembe, 
Sisonke (Harry Gwala), UGu, UMgungundlovu and UThukela District Municipalities): 
 
Environment: South Region 
KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs 
270 Jabu Ndlovu Street, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3201 
Private Bag X 9152 
Pietermaritzburg, 3200 
 
Contact Person:  Ms Mavis Padayachee 
Telephone No.: +27 (33) 264 2515 
 

 
 
 
 



Section 24G Application 
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``Attainment of a Radically Transformed, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for KwaZulu-Natal'' 
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PLEASE COMPLETE ALL SECTIONS 
 
SECTION A: PERSONAL INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Name of applicant: Buffalo Coal Dundee (Pty) Ltd 

Trading name (if any):  

Contact person: Dineo Nyambose 

ID Number of Contact 

Person 
 

Physical address: Greytown road Industrial area, Dundee 

  
Postal 

code: 
3000 

Postal address: P O Box 684, Dundee 

  
Postal 

code: 
3000 

Telephone: 034 212 1455 Cell: 076 861 7599 

Fax: 034 212 1232 E-mail: dineo.nyambose@buffalocoal.co.za 

 

Environmental 

Assessment Practitioner 

(EAP): 

GCS Water and Environment (Pty) Ltd 

Contact person: Karin Loukes 

ID Number of Contact 

Person 
7803080013089 

Postal address: PO Box 819, Gillits 

  
Postal 

code: 
3603 

Telephone: 031 764 7130 Cell: 082 8512828 

Fax: 031 764 7140 E-mail: karinl@gcs-sa.biz 

EAP Qualifications MSc Environmental Management 

Years of Experience 3 years 

Karin Loukes
Complete please
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EAP 

registration/Associations 
SACNASP 114571/2016 

 

SECTION B: ACTIVITY DETAILS 
 
(1) Description of activity: 
 
Please provide a brief description of the nature and extent of the activity. Extent to 
include but not be limited to1: 

• Area covered by the activity; 
• Capacity of the facility (if applicable); 
• Throughput of the facility (if applicable) 

 
This application relates to the commencement of certain listed activities which have 
commenced at the Buffalo Coal, Coalfields processing plant, Dundee, KwaZulu-Natal, prior to 
obtaining environmental authorization. 
 
Buffalo Coal propose to expand operations by the production of anthracite coal to the local 
market.  This will involve the operation of an existing furnace on site to expand production 
capacity of the company. The excising calcine furnace located at the Coalfields processing 
plant (28°10'25.58"S; 30°15'22.22"E) which is situated on the boundary of the town of Dundee 
on Farm subdivision 267 and is situated alongside the R33.  
  
The Calcine process consists of the raw material anthracite being fed into a Kiln which is 
heated through the burning of bituminous coal at a temperature of 930 °C, in a furnace. The 
heat drives off volatile gases in order to decrease the concentration of volatile gases in an 
attempt to increase the carbon content of the final product, Anthracite coal. 
 
The furnace plant was commissioned in 2002/3 and operated until June 2009 after which it 
stopped completely for a year. Intermitted operations and test burns commence again in mid-
2010 and continued until 2013. Production was increased in 2013 to the current amount of 
approximately 4500 tons of coal per month which is equal to production volumes pre 2009.It 
must be noted that the production of the calcine plant will not be further increased but will 
remain the same. 
 
The development and operation of a calcine plant with the capacity to produce more that 100 
tons per month product requires an Air Emission License (AEL) as per  
Category 4: Metallurgical Industry;  

• Subcategory 4.1:Drying and Calcining; 
Contained in GN 893 dated 22 November 2013, in terms of Section 21 of the National 
Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No 39 of 2004).  
 
The relevant activity listed in the National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 
1998) (NEMA) EIA Regulations (2014 Amended) GNR 984 are described as follows: 
 

                                                           
1 Should the space provide not be sufficient, a clearly marked page should be attached to the 
form. 



Section 24G Application 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

``Attainment of a Radically Transformed, Inclusive and Sustainable Economic Growth for KwaZulu-Natal'' 
 

  
 

Page 5 of 7 

Listing Notice 2, Activity 6: The development of facilities or infrastructure for any process or 
activity which requires a permit or licence or an amended permit or licence in terms of national 
or provincial legislation governing the generation or release of emissions, pollution or effluent, 
 
 
(2)Date when activity first commenced: 2002/2003 

 
 
 
 
Please indicate the current status by ticking the appropriate boxes: 
Construction completed  

x 
 

Activity operational  
x 

Property/ies transferred 
to new owner/ s 

 
 
 

Construction ceased prior to finalization  

Operation / activity 
ceased pending outcome 
of application 

 Activity has been decommissioned and 
property rehabilitated to original state 

 

 
 
 

 Activity has ceased/ been 
decommissioned and site abandoned 

 

 
 
 
SECTION C: MOTIVATION FOR SECTION 24G APPLICATION 
 
(1)Please explain why this activity was commenced or continued with in contravention 
with the National Environmental Management Act, Act 107 of 1998 (as amended)2. 
 
At the time of construction of the above-mentioned activities the National Environmental 
Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEM:AQA), was not yet brought into 
effect.  The NEM:AQA was promulgated on 19 February 2005.  The Listed Activities and 
Associated Minimum Emissions Standards Identified in terms of Section 21 of the NEM:AQA 
only came into effect on 1 April 2010. The Buffalo Coal was unaware of these regulations 
coming into effect and the associated requirement to obtain authorisation under NEMA.   
 
 
 

 
 
(2)Please motive why your application in terms of Section 24G of the National 
Environmental Management Amendment Act, 2004, should be considered favorably3: 
 
This application is in response to Buffalo’s commitment to operating within the ambit of the law, 
and Buffalo recognize the need to ensure that all unauthorized activities on site are authorized 
by means of the rectification process.  
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3Should the space provide not be sufficient, a clearly marked page should be attached to the 
form. 
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SECTION D: DECLARATION BY APPLICANT 
 

 
I,         ,declare under oath that I:- 

 
• am, or represent, the applicant in this application; 
• hereby indemnify, the government of the Republic, the competent authority and all its officers, agents and 

employees, from any liability arising out of the content of any report, any procedure or any action for which 
I am responsible as the applicant in terms of this application; and 

• undertake to pay an administration fine as required by subsection 24G (2) of the National Environmental 
Management Amendment Act, 2004 and determined by the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Economic 
Development, Tourism & Environmental Affairs prior to the consideration of any reports in terms of the 
requirements of subsection 24G (1) of the Act.   

 
 
 
 
Signature of the applicant 
 
 
Name of company  
 
 
Date 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature of the Commissioner of Oaths 

 
 
Date 
 
 
Designation 
 
Official stamp (below) 
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