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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Introduction 
 
PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom hereafter) proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on 

Erf 328, Kaisosi Proper in Rundu which aims to strengthen the coverage for mobile and 

wireless services, inclusive of voice and data services within the subject area.  

This report documents the assessment of potential impacts from the proposed activity.  The 

preliminary findings within this Scoping Report indicate that potential impacts will be of a 

low significance.  These potential impacts can be further mitigated by implementation of an 

effective Environmental Management Plan.  

Project Description 

PowerCom proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on Erf 328, Kaisosi Proper in Rundu. 

Network coverage predictions were used to determine the black holes in wireless and fixed-

wireless services which drove to the selection of the proposed site. The proposed site is 

located within an existing urban area within the boundaries of Rundu town.  

The proposed development will include the construction of a 30-meter-high lattice network 

tower. It will additionally include the construction of an equipment room which will house 

the communication equipment. The site will be fenced off in order to limit public access.  

Public Participation 

Communication with I&APs about the proposed development was facilitated through the 

following means and in this order:  

• A Background Information Document (BID) containing descriptive information about 

the proposed activities was compiled (Appendix D) and sent out to all identified and 

registered I&APs on 8 March 2022;  

• Notices were placed in The Republikein and The Sun newspapers dated 8 March 2022 

and 15 March 2022, briefly explaining the activity and its locality, inviting members 

of the public to register as I&APs (Appendix E);  

• A site notice was fixed on the proposed site (See Appendix G); 

• A meeting was held with the Rundu Town Council on 17 March 2022 at 11h00. 

• A public meeting was held in Rundu on 17 March 2022 at Erf 328, Kaisosi Proper in 

Rundu at 17h30; 

Public consultation was carried out according to the Environmental Management Act’s EIA 

Regulations. After the initial notification, the I&APs were given two weeks to submit their 

comments on the project until 29 March 2022.  
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The Draft Scoping Report will be circulated from the 9th of May until the 17th of May 2022 

for public review and comment. The overall commentary received from the public (if any) on 

the draft report will be documented in the comments and responses trail document. This 

report will highlight issues raised from the public on the documents and contain statements 

of how these are addressed and incorporated into the final document. The comment period 

will remain open until the final scoping report is submitted to MEFT. 

 
Conclusions and Recommendations 

The key potential biophysical impacts related to the construction, operation/maintenance 

and decommissioning phases of the proposed project were identified and assessed. Suitable 

mitigation measures (where required and possible) were recommended, and the impacts can 

be summarised as follows: 

• Impacts on Surrounding Property Owners (during construction): There is the 

possibility of disturbance of the surrounding property owners due to the presence 

of the construction team. The construction work will last for a scheduled period 

and is not expected to continue for an extended period.  Therefore, the significance 

of this impact is low.  

• Impacts on Health and Safety (during construction and decommissioning) Workers 

may be subject to issues of health and safety during construction on site. Improper 

handling of construction materials and equipment may cause injuries. With no 

mitigation measures in place, this impact will receive a “medium to high” 

significance rating. However, with the implementation of applicable safety 

measures, the impact can significantly be reduced to a low rating.  

• Impacts on Waste Generation (during construction and decommissioning): 

Construction activities usually generates wastes which leads to environmental 

pollution, if not properly handled. This may pose a negative visual impact on the 

surrounding environment. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the 

impact can be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the implementation of 

the mitigations, the impact will be significantly reduced to a low rating. 

• Impacts on dust and noise (during construction): Dust and noise generation may 

occur during construction. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the 

impact can be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the implementation of 

the mitigations, the impact will be significantly reduced to low rating.   
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• Impacts on Health and Safety (Potential Radiation during operational phase): 

Health concerns as they relate to potential radiation from telecommunication sites 

is a national and international topic that requires investigation. The significance of 

this impact can be reduced to a low significance rating by ensuring that the 

sufficient mitigation measures governed by the national and international legal 

standards such as International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection 

(ICNIRP) on infrastructure electromagnetic radiation (EMR) emissions are 

adequately implemented.  

• Impacts on Visual (during operational phase): A visual disturbance is likely to be 

experienced by the surrounding property owners. 

• Impact on mobile users (during decommissioning phase): The affected residents 

and businesses will lose good network coverage in the area, if the tower is 

decommissioned and no other alternative cellular service infrastructure is put in 

place. This is an unlikely case due to the fact that, the modern world is advancing 

on a daily basis, and there will always be a need for improved mobile and wireless 

services. Even if the tower is to be removed in the future, it will most likely be 

replaced by a better infrastructure for the same purpose.  

Based on the information provided in this report, GCS is confident the identified risks 

associated with the proposed development can be reduced to acceptable levels, should the 

measures recommended in the EMP be implemented and monitored effectively.  It is 

therefore recommended that the project receive Environmental Clearance, provided that the 

EMP be implemented. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom hereafter) proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on 

Erf 328, Kaisosi Proper in Rundu which aims to strengthen the coverage for mobile and 

wireless services, inclusive of voice and data services within the subject area. The locality of 

the proposed site is shown in Figure 1-1 below. 



PowerCom (Pty) Ltd  Kaisosi Proper Tower 

22-0177 05 May 2022 Page 2 

 

Figure 1-1: Locality of proposed telecommunication tower in Rundu 
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1.1 The Need for an Environmental Assessment (EA) 

Under the 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of the Environmental 

Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007, the proposed development is a listed activity that may 

not be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). This activity is 

listed under the following relevant sections: 

• 10.1 (g) The construction of masts of any material or type and of any height, 

including those used for telecommunication, broadcasting, and radio transmission. 

In order to fulfil the requirements of the EMA and its 2012 EIA Regulations, PowerCom (Pty) 

Ltd appointed GCS Water and Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS hereafter), 

an independent Environmental Consultant to conduct an Environmental Assessment (EA) 

(which includes public consultation) and submit the required documents as part of an 

application for an ECC in terms of the EMA and its EIA Regulations. The findings of the EA 

process are incorporated into an environmental scoping report (this report) and together with 

the draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be submitted as part of an application 

for an ECC to the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs 

and Forestry (DEAF) within the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT).  

Victoria Shikwaya, a qualified Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) conducted this 

EA process under the supervision of Stephanie Strauss, a qualified and experienced 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner. Michael Cloete an Environmental Intern further 

assisted with the assessment.  The CV’s of the consultants are attached as Appendix A at the 

end of this report. 

1.2 Need and Desirability of the Project 

Due to the constant growth in the use of mobile and wireless communication services in 

Namibia, the pressure to continuously expand the communications network is increasing.  

PowerCom identified the need for the new structure in Rundu, which will provide capacity 

and improve the coverage in this particular area.  This proposed development will ensure 

that the quality of the service provided to the telecommunication users in the area is 

improved.   
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1.3 Scope of Work 

This scoping study was carried out in accordance with the Environmental Management Act 

(EMA) (7 of 2007) and its 2012 EIA Regulations (GG No. 4878 GN No. 30). 

After submitting an application for ECC to the DEAF, the first stage in the EA process is to 

submit a scoping report. This report provides the following: 

Table 1-1: Sections within Scoping Report  

Description Section of the Report 

The need and desirability of the proposed project Subchapter 1.2 

Project description and the need for it Chapter 2 

Alternatives considered for the proposed project in terms of no-

go option and tower sharing 

Chapter 3 

The relevant laws and guidelines pertaining to the proposed 

project 

Chapter 4 

Baseline environment in which the proposed activity will be 

undertaken 

Chapter 5 

The public consultation process followed (as described in 

Regulation 7 of the EMA Act) whereby interested and affected 

parties (I&APs) and relevant authorities are identified, informed 

of the proposed activity and provided with a reasonable 

opportunity to give their concerns and opinions on the project; 

Chapter 6 

The identification of potential impacts, impacts description, 

assessment, mitigation measures and recommendations 

Chapter 7 

Recommendations and Conclusions to the report Chapter 8 

 

The next chapter will be focusing on the description of the proposed project and its 

associated activities.  
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2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The section below provides a description of the proposed activity and associated facilities.  

 

2.1 Description of Activity 

PowerCom proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on Erf 328 Kaisosi Proper in Rundu 

which aims to strengthen the coverage for mobile services, inclusive of voice and data 

services within the subject area.   

2.1.1 Site Location 

 
Network coverage predictions were used to determine the black holes in wireless and fixed-

wireless services which drove the selection of the proposed site.  This site will be used to 

improve coverage for mobile services, which include voice and data services.  The proposed 

site is located within an existing urban area within the boundaries of Rundu town. The 

proposed site location is detailed in the table below.  

Table 2-1: Site location details 

 

 

 

 

 

2.1.2 Site Design 

 
The proposed development will include the construction of a 30-meter-high Lattice network 

tower. Figure 2-1 below depicts an example of a Lattice tower which is proposed to be used 

for the subject tower.  

Table 2-2: Site design details 
 
Network Structure Type Lattice Tower 

Erf number 328, Kaisosi Proper 

Height 30 meters 

 

 

Site Name Kaisosi Proper 

Erf number 328, Kaisosi Proper 

GPS 

Coordinates 

17º54'21.3''S  

19º48'10.3''E 

Local Authority Rundu Town Council 

Region Kavango East Region 
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Figure 2-1: Example of the proposed tower 
(https://www.powercom.na/index.php/portfolio-details/item/2-lattice#portfolio-
wrapper) 
 
It will additionally include the construction of an equipment room which will house the 

communication equipment. The site will be fenced off in order to limit public access.  

 
2.1.3 Infrastructure and Services 

 
Water will only be used during the construction period, more specifically for the foundation 

works. The contractor will be responsible for the sourcing of water.  

Access to the site will be prohibited to anyone except the construction team and PowerCom.  

AC power will be required for the operation of the tower and will be connected to the 

respective electricity provider’s grid. 

2.1.4 Resources and Working Team  

 
Construction workers will be required for the following: 

• excavation of the foundation; 

• steel fixers for the fixing of reinforced steel;  

• casting of concrete for both tower and equipment room; and 

• riggers for the erection of the tower. 

Materials for construction will be stored on site during the construction period. The workforce 

will not reside on site.   
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3 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Alternatives are defined as: “different means of meeting the general purpose and 

requirements of the activity” (Environmental Management Act (2007) of Namibia (and its 

regulations (2012)). This chapter will highlight the different ways in which the project can 

be undertaken and to identify the alternative that will be the most practical but least 

damaging to the environment. 

The alternatives considered for the proposed activity are discussed in the following 

subchapters. 

3.1 No-Go Alternative 

 
The “No-Go” alternative is the option of not proceeding with the activity, which typically 

implies a continuation of the status quo. This would mean that the proposed tower would not 

be installed at the proposed site in Rundu. Should the proposed project be discontinued, 

none of the potential impacts (positive and negative) identified would occur. Therefore, the 

network coverage for the area will remain unchanged and would not be improved.  

In considering the purpose of the proposed project, the ‘no-go’ option cannot be considered 

as the preferred alternative. 

3.2 Tower Location  

Network coverage predictions were used to determine the black holes in wireless and fixed-

wireless services which drove the selection of the proposed site. The following conditions 

deemed the site suitable for the proposed development: 

• The site is located on a Public Open Space zoned erf which makes it a suitable land 

use for the erection of the tower 

• The site is relatively flat and not environmentally sensitive as it is located in a 

developed area and as such is clear of any sensitive fauna or flora. 

• The site is easily accessible via the internal street network of Kaisosi Proper, Rundu. 

In light of the above the site is considered to be the preferred site.  

3.3 Tower Sharing 

In accordance with the Communications Act No. 8 of 2009, service providers should consider 

using other existing structures first before constructing new ones. This is done to avoid 

cumulative impact. However, the Proponent intends to construct a multi-user tower for 

future service providers to be able to mount their antennae onto this proposed tower. 
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3.4 Conclusions on the Considered Alternatives  

The alternatives considered for the project are summarized as follow: 

• No-go vs. continuation of the proposed project: The no-go alternative is not 

considered to be the preferred option. This would mean that the proposed tower 

would not be installed on the proposed site in Rundu. Should the proposed project 

be discontinued, none of the potential impacts (positive and negative) identified 

would occur. Therefore, the network coverage for the area will remain unchanged 

and would not be improved. 

• Tower location: Network coverage predictions were used to determine the black 

holes in wireless and fixed-wireless services which drove the selection of the 

proposed site. The selected site is a viable location option for this kind of 

development due to the relevant zoning, topography, and accessibility. 

• Tower sharing: The sharing of a tower in this case will not be a viable option since 

there is no other tower infrastructure near this location. The Proponent intends to 

construct a multi-user tower for future service providers to be able to mount their 

antennae onto this proposed tower.  

The proposed development has legal requirements that need to be consulted and complied 

with. These legal requirements are discussed in the next chapter. 



PowerCom (Pty) Ltd  Kaisosi Proper Tower 

22-0177 05 May 2022 Page 9 

4 LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

A review of applicable and relevant Namibian legislation, policies and guidelines to the 

proposed development are given in this chapter. This review serves to inform the Proponent 

(PowerCom (Pty) Ltd), Interested and Affected Parties and the decision makers at the DEAF 

of the requirements and expectations, as laid out in terms of these instruments, to be fulfilled 

in order to undertake the proposed activities. 

4.1 The Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 

This scoping assessment was carried out according to the Environmental Management Act 

(EMA) and its Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (GG No. 4878 GN No. 30). 

The EMA has stipulated requirements to complete the required documentation in order to 

obtain an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) for permission to undertake certain 

listed activities. 

4.2 The Constitution of Namibia Act (No 1 of 1990) 

According to Legal Assistance Centre (LAC), there is no clear right to health in the Namibian 

Constitution. But under the Article 95 of the Namibian Constitution that deals with Principles 

of State Policy, the Namibian Constitution states that “the state shall enact legislation to 

ensure consistent planning to raise and maintain an acceptable standard of living for the 

country’s people” and to improve public health. 

4.3 The Communications Act (No.8 of 2009) 

This Act provides for the regulation of telecommunication services and networks, 

broadcasting, postal services and the use and allocation of radio spectrum; for that purpose 

the establishment of an independent Communications Regulatory Authority of Namibia; to 

make provision for its powers and functions; the granting of special rights to 

telecommunications licensees; the creation of an Association to manage the “.na” internet 

domain name space and for matters connected therewith. 

 
The full list of all applicable legislation identified and conducted during the EA process are 

presented in Table 4-1 below. 
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Table 4-1: Applicable and relevant Namibian and international legislation, policies and guidelines conducted during the EA process 
Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Environmental Management Act 

EMA (No 7 of 2007) 

Requires that projects with significant environmental impacts are 

subject to an environmental assessment process (Section 27). 

Details principles which are to guide all EAs. 

The EMA and its regulations should inform and guide the 

EA process. 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations GN 

28-30 (GG 4878) 

Details requirements for public consultation within a given 

environmental assessment process (GN 30 S21). 

Details the requirements for what should be included in a Scoping 

Report (GN 30 S8) and an Assessment Report (GN 30 S15). 

The Constitution of Namibia Act 

No. 1 of 1990 

According to Legal Assistance Centre (LAC), there is no clear right 

to health in the Namibian Constitution. But under the Article 95 of 

the Namibian Constitution that deals with Principles of State Policy, 

the Namibian Constitution states “the state shall enact legislation 

to ensure consistent planning to raise and maintain an acceptable 

standard of living for the country’s people” and to improve public 

health. 

The Proponent should ensure compliance with the 

conditions set in the Act. 

Namibian Communications Act 8 

of 2009 

Provides for the regulation of telecommunications services and 

networks, broadcasting, postal services and the use and allocation 

of radio spectrum; for that purpose the establishment of an 

independent Communications Regulatory Authority of Namibia; to 

make provision for its powers and functions; the granting of special 

rights to telecommunications licensees; the creation of an 

Association to manage the .na internet domain name space and for 

matters connected therewith. 

Provides the standards for setting up cellular, wireless 

and satellite services. 
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Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Local Authorities Act (No. 23 of 

1992) 

Provides for the determination, for purposes of local government, 

of local authority councils; the establishment of such local authority 

councils; and to define the powers, duties, and functions of local 

authority councils; and to provide for incidental matters. 

The Rundu Town Council is the responsible Local Authority 

of the area in which the proposed development will be 

located, and they should be consulted for this EA. 

The Atomic Energy and Radiation 

Protection Act, Act 5 of 2005 

 

Provides for the adequate protection of the environment and of 

people against the harmful effects of radiation by controlling and 

regulating the production, processing, handling, use, holding, 

storage, transport and disposal of radiation sources and radioactive 

materials, and controlling and regulating prescribed non-ionising 

radiation sources according to the standards set out by the ICNIRP. 

To determine the “safe distance” around the site. 

“Guidelines for Limiting 

Exposure to Electromagnetic 

Fields (100kHz to 300GHz)” 

(March 2020, developed by the 

International Commission on 

Non-Ionizing Radiation 

Protection (ICNIRP)) 

Provides international standards and guidelines for limiting the 

adverse effects of non-ionising radiation on human health and well-

being, and, where appropriate, provides scientifically based advice 

on non- ionising radiation protection including the provision of 

guidelines on limiting exposure.  

Justifies the need for assessing the impact of 

electromagnetic radiation from the antennae, on the 

nearby residents. 

The Aviation Act, Act 74 of 1962  Gives effect to certain International Aviation Conventions and 

makes provision for the control, regulation, and encouragement of 

flying within the Republic of Namibia and for other matters 

incidental thereto 

Provides the regulations for setting up cellular structures 

in Namibia. 
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Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Namibian Civil Aviation 

Regulations, 2001 

Section 139.01.34 outlines the obstacle limitations and marking 

outside aerodromes 

The proposed project should adhere to the limitations 

outlined in the act. 

Convention on International Civil 

Aviation, Annex 14 

• Annex 14 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.  

• Chapter 4: Obstacle restrictions and removal  

• Chapter 6: Visual aids and donating of obstacles 

The proposed new structures may be obstacles to some 

aerodromes in Namibia. Those that are close to existing 

aerodromes need to be assessed in accordance with the 

document. Visual aids to the new structures to make them 

visible to aircraft need to be applied in accordance with 

this Convention. 

Labour Act (No. 6 of 1992) Ministry of Labour (MOL) is aimed at ensuring harmonious labour 

relations through promoting social justice, occupational health and 

safety and enhanced labour market services for the benefit of all 

Namibians. This ministry insures effective implementation of the 

Labour Act no. 6 of 1992. 

PowerCom should ensure that construction, operation and 

maintenance of the towers, the safety and welfare of 

workers are not compromised. 

 

The environmental baseline (features) of the project area and the surrounding areas are presented and discussed in the following chapter.
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5 ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE 

The proposed project will be undertaken in a specific biophysical and social environment. 

The baseline conditions of these environmental features are described in the following 

subchapters. 

5.1 Biophysical Environment 

 
5.1.1 Climate  

 
The Kavango East Region enjoys generally more rainfall than the rest of the country to the 

south and west. Annual average rainfall for the Kavango East Region varies between 450 mm 

and 600 mm, with a clear increasing trend from south to north. The mean annual temperature 

at Rundu is 22.2°C. Mean summer temperature (December to February) is 24.8°C and mean 

winter temperature (June to August) 17.1°C. (Mendelsohn et al., 2002). 

 

5.1.2 Topography, Soils and Geology 

 
The area fall within the Okavango-Epukiro hydrogeological region. It lies at the margin of the 

much larger Kalahari Basin, which extends far across the Namibian-Botswana border. The 

bedrock that lie beneath this huge sand-filled basin consists of various rock types. Outcrops 

of carbonate and quartzite of the Damara Sequence are present in the area Gam and 

Tsumkwe. The Kalahari Sequence forms a blanket of unconsolidated to semi-consolidated 

sand covering most of the area. Specialists divide the Kalahari layers here into three main 

units. The uppermost consists mostly of unconsolidated wind-blown sand and sand deposited 

under fluvial conditions. The middle part is predominantly fluvial sand with minor aeolian 

deposits. The terrain of the area is relatively flat and has savannah forests, grassland and 

shrubs (Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Forestry, 2011). 

Some volcanic rocks are exposed in the Okavango River at Rundu and between Mukwe and 

Bagani, at Dobe Pan and in the upper reaches of the Otjosondjo Omuramba (Mendelsohn, 

Jarvis, Roberts, & Robertson, 2002).  

 
5.1.3 Fauna and Flora 

 
The town of Rundu is situated on the wall of the Okavango River in the Okavango valley. The 

area is known to be of Namibia’s most densely vegetated areas composed of floodplain 

grasslands and lush woodlands. The area is dominated by open woodlands with numerous 

hardwood species, including Baikiaea plurijuga, Pterocarpus angolensis, and Guibourtia 

coleosperma (Mendelsohn, Jarvis, Roberts, & Robertson, 2002).  
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5.2 Social Environment 

5.2.1 Social Demographics 

Based on the 2011 Namibia Population and Housing Census, the population of Rundu 

comprised 81 400 people. The total population of the two Kavango Regions were 222 500 

(Namibia Statistics Agency, 2011). 

5.2.2 Economy 

The Kavango region is the poorest region in Namibia in terms of the Human Development 

Index (HDI). The HDI concentrates the three essential factors of human life; longevity, 

knowledge, and a decent standard of living. The HDI of the region is 0.4, but the town is 

geographically located at a strategic crossroad and has, since peace and stability returned to 

Angola, potential to develop to a significant border town. Wages and salaries are the main 

source of income in this region with 48%, while other income sources include business with 

25% etc.  

5.2.3 Land Use 

The proposed site is located within a built-up area in the town. The subject site is currently 

zoned as Public Open Space. The surrounding land uses are predominantly Residential with 

some General Residential, Institutional and Public Open Space zoned erven found in proximity 

of the site.   
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6 PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

6.1 Objective: 

Public consultation forms an important component of an Environmental Assessment (EA) 

process. Public consultation provides potential Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with 

an opportunity to comment on and raise any issues relevant to the project for consideration 

as part of the assessment process. Public consultation has been done in accordance with both 

the EMA and its EIA Regulations.  

The public consultation process assists the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) in 

identifying all potential impacts and to what extent further investigations are needed. Public 

consultation can also aid in the process of identifying possible mitigations measures. 

6.2 Approach: 

 
6.2.1 Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs)  

 
An I&AP is identified under the Environmental Management Act (2007) as: 

• (a) “Any person, group of persons or organization interested in or affected by an 

activity; and  

• (b) Any organ of state that may have jurisdiction over any aspect of the activity”. 

GCS identified specific I&APs, who were considered interested in and/or affected by the 

proposed activities through the following means: 

• Information for the applicable local authorities was obtained from the existing GCS 

stakeholder database; 

• The neighbouring property owners were notified by hand delivered letters; and 

• Notices were placed in the local newspapers requesting any potentially affected or 

interest members of the public to register as I&APs. 

A summary of the I&APs identified are presented in Table 6-1. The complete list of I&APs is 

provided in Appendix C. 

Table 6-1: Summary of Identified IAPs 

L
is

t 
o
f 

IA
P
s 

Description 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

Ministry of Information and Communication Technology 

Rundu Town Council  

Neighbouring Property Owners 
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6.2.2 Communication with I&APs  

 
Regulation 21 of the EIA Regulations details steps to be taken during a given public 

consultation process and these have been used in guiding this process.  

Communication with I&APs about the proposed development was facilitated through the 

following means and in this order:  

• A Background Information Document (BID) containing descriptive information about 

the proposed activities was compiled (Appendix D) and sent out to all identified and 

registered I&APs on 8 March 2022;  

• Notices were placed in The Republikein and The Sun newspapers dated 8 March 2022 

and 15 March 2022, briefly explaining the activity and its locality, inviting members 

of the public to register as I&APs (Appendix E);  

• A site notice was fixed on the proposed site (Appendix G); 

• A meeting was with the Rundu Town Council on 17 Match 2022 at 11h00; and 

• A public meeting was held in Rundu on 17 March 2022 at Erf 328 Kaisosi Proper, Rundu 

at 17h30. 

• Letters were hand delivered to residents within the Kaisosi Proper area who were 

available on 17 March 2022 (Appendix F).  

Public consultation was carried out according to the Environmental Management Act’s EIA 

Regulations. After the initial notification, the I&APs were given two weeks to submit their 

comments on the project until 29 March 2022.  

The Draft Scoping Report will be circulated from the 9th of May until the 17th of May 2022 

for public review and comment. The overall commentary received from the public (if any) on 

the draft report will be documented in the comments and responses trail document. This 

report will highlight issues raised from the public on the documents and contain statements 

of how these are addressed and incorporated into the final document. The comment period 

will remain open until the final scoping report is submitted to MEFT. 
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7 IMPACTS IDENTIFICATION, DESCRIPTION AND ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Impact Assessment Methodology 

The proposed activities have impacts on certain biophysical and social features. The 

identified impacts were assessed in terms of probability (likelihood of occurring), 

scale/extent (spatial scale), magnitude (severity) and duration (temporal scale) as presented 

in Table 7-1, Table 7-2, Table 7-3 and Table 7-4. To enable a scientific approach to the 

determination of the environmental significance, a numerical value is linked to each rating 

scale. This methodology ensures uniformity and that potential impacts can be addressed in a 

standard manner so that a wide range of impacts are comparable. 

It is assumed that an assessment of the significance of a potential impact is a good indicator 

of the risk associated with such an impact. The following process will be applied to each 

potential impact: 

• Provision of a brief explanation of the impact; 

• Assessment of the pre-mitigation significance of the impact; and 

• Description of recommended mitigation measures. 

The recommended mitigation measures prescribed for each of the potential impacts 

contribute towards the attainment of environmentally sustainable operational conditions of 

the project for various features of the biophysical and social environment. 

The following criteria were applied in this impact assessment: 

7.1.1 Extent (spatial scale) 

Extent is an indication of the physical and spatial scale of the impact. Table 7-1 shows rating 

of impact in terms of extent of spatial scale.  

Table 7-1: Extent or spatial impact rating 

Low (1) Low/Medium (2) Medium (3) Medium/High (4) High (5) 

Impact is localised 
within the site 
boundary: Site 

only 

Impact is beyond 
the site boundary: 

Local 

Impacts felt within 
adjacent 

biophysical and 
social 

environments: 
Regional 

Impact widespread 
far beyond site 

boundary: 
Regional  

Impact extend 
National or over 

international 
boundaries 

 

7.1.2 Duration 

Duration refers to the timeframe over which the impact is expected to occur, measured in 

relation to the lifetime of the project. Table 7-2 shows the rating of impact in terms of 

duration. 
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Table 7-2: Duration impact rating 

Low (1) Low/Medium (2) Medium (3) Medium/High (4) High (5) 

Immediate 
mitigating 
measures, 
immediate 
progress  

Impact is quickly 
reversible, short 

term impacts (0-5 
years) 

Reversible over 
time; medium 

term (5-15 years) 

Impact is long-
term  

Long term; beyond 
closure; 

permanent; 
irreplaceable or 

irretrievable 
commitment of 

resources 

 

7.1.3 Intensity, Magnitude / severity 

Intensity refers to the degree or magnitude to which the impact alters the functioning of an 

element of the environment. The magnitude of alteration can either be positive or negative. 

These were also taken into consideration during the assessment of severity. Table 7-3 shows 

the rating of impact in terms of intensity, magnitude or severity.  

Table 7-3: Intensity, magnitude or severity impact rating 
Type of 
criteria  

Negative 

H-  
(10) 

M/H-  
(8) 

M-  
(6) 

M/L-  
(4) 

L-  
(2) 

Qualitative Very high 
deterioration, 
high quantity 
of deaths, 
injury of 
illness / total 
loss of 
habitat, total 
alteration of 
ecological 
processes, 
extinction of 
rare species 

Substantial 
deterioration, 
death, illness 
or injury, loss 
of habitat / 
diversity or 
resource, 
severe 
alteration, or 
disturbance of 
important 
processes 

Moderate 
deterioration, 
discomfort, 
partial loss of 
habitat / 
biodiversity or 
resource, 
moderate 
alteration 

Low 
deterioration, 
slight 
noticeable 
alteration in 
habitat and 
biodiversity. 
Little loss in 
species 
numbers 

Minor 
deterioration, 
nuisance or 
irritation, 
minor change 
in species / 
habitat / 
diversity or 
resource, no or 
very little 
quality 
deterioration. 

 
 

7.1.4 Probability of occurrence 

Probability describes the likelihood of the impacts actually occurring. This determination is 

based on previous experience with similar projects and/or based on professional judgment. 

See Table 7-4 for impact rating in terms of probability of occurrence. 

Table 7-4: Probability of occurrence impact rating 

Low (1) Medium/Low (2) Medium (3) Medium/High (4) High (5) 

Improbable; low 
likelihood; 
seldom.  No 

known risk or 
vulnerability to 

natural or 
induced hazards. 

Likely to occur 
from time to 

time. Low risk or 
vulnerability to 

natural or induced 
hazards 

Possible, distinct 
possibility, 

frequent.  Low to 
medium risk or 
vulnerability to 

natural or induced 
hazards. 

Probable if 
mitigating 

measures are not 
implemented. 
Medium risk of 
vulnerability to 

natural or induced 
hazards. 

Definite (regardless 
of preventative 

measures), highly 
likely, continuous.  

High risk or 
vulnerability to 

natural or induced 
hazards. 
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7.1.5 Significance 

Impact significance is determined through a synthesis of the above impact characteristics. 

The significance of the impact “without mitigation” is the main determinant of the nature 

and degree of mitigation required. As stated in the introduction to this chapter, for this 

assessment, the significance of the impact without prescribed mitigation actions was 

measured. 

Once the above factors (Table 7-1, Table 7-2, Table 7-3 and Table 7-4) have been ranked 

for each potential impact, the impact significance of each is assessed using the following 

formula: 

SP = (magnitude + duration + scale) x probability 

The maximum value per potential impact is 100 significance points (SP). Potential impacts 

were rated as high, moderate or low significance, based on the following significance rating 

scale (Table 7-5). 

Table 7-5: Significance rating scale 

SIGNIFICANCE ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCE POINTS COLOUR CODE 

High (positive) >60 H 

Medium (positive) 30 to 60 M 

Low (positive) <30   L 

Neutral 0 N 

Low (negative) >-30 L 

Medium (negative) -30 to -60 M 

High (negative) >-60 H 

 

For an impact with a significance rating of high, mitigation measures are recommended to 

reduce the impact to a low or medium significance rating, provided that the impact with a 

medium significance rating can be sufficiently controlled with the recommended mitigation 

measures. To maintain a low or medium significance rating, monitoring is recommended for 

a period of time to enable the confirmation of the significance of the impact as low or 

medium and under control. 

The impact assessment for the proposed activities is given in subchapter 7.2, 7.3 and 7.4. 
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7.2 Construction Phase Impact Assessment 

The potential impacts associated with the construction of the tower structures have been 

identified and assessed in this subchapter. The main potential impacts identified are; 

disturbance to neighbouring property owners, health and safety, waste generation and dust 

and noise.  

7.2.1 Impact Assessment on Surrounding Property Owners 

During the construction of the proposed tower, the presence of the construction team will 

disturb the surrounding property owners. The construction work is not expected to continue 

for an extended period.  Additionally, the immediate neighbouring properties are currently 

not occupied. Therefore, the likelihood of this impact is low. The assessment of this impact 

is presented in Table 7-6. 

Table 7-6: Assessment of the impacts on surrounding property owners 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L - 1 M/L - 4 M - 3 M - 21 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 4 

 

7.2.1.1 Mitigations and recommendation to disturbance of surrounding property owners 

• Construction work to take place during working hours only (08h00 – 17h00). 

• Should construction need to be done outside of working hours, neighbouring property 

owners need to be informed in writing prior to construction commencing. 

7.2.2 Impact Assessment on Health and Safety 

Construction workers will be working at heights when constructing the proposed structure. 

The lack of safety measures will potentially lead to injuries (falling down). Improper handling 

of construction materials and equipment may cause injuries. With no mitigation measures in 

place, this impact will receive a “medium to high” significance rating. However, the 

implementation of applicable safety measures, the impact can significantly be reduced to a 

low rating. The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-7. 

Table 7-7: Assessment of the impacts on health and safety 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

M - 3 M/H - 3 M /H- 8 M/H - 4 M - 56 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M- 2 L/M- 2 L- 2 L/M - 2 L - 12 
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7.2.2.1 Mitigations and recommendation to health and safety 

• The contractor(s) should ensure that all personnel are provided with the required 

personal protective equipment (PPE), such as gloves, safety boots, safety glasses and 

hard hats etc at all times during construction hours on site. 

• No workers should be allowed to drink alcohol during working hours.  

• No workers should be allowed on site if under the influence of alcohol. 

• Construction workers should be trained on how to handle materials and equipment 

on site (if they do not already know how to) in order to avoid injuries. 

7.2.3 Impact Assessment of Waste Generation 

Construction activities usually generates wastes which leads to environmental pollution, if 

not properly handled. This may pose a negative visual impact on the surrounding 

environment. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the impact can be rated as of 

a “medium” significance. After the implementation of the mitigations, the impact will be 

significantly reduced to low rating. The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-8. 

Table 7-8: Assessment of the impacts of waste generation  

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M - 6 M - 3 M - 30 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 4 

 

7.2.3.1 Mitigations and recommendation to waste generation 

• The construction site should be kept tidy at all times.  

• All domestic and general construction waste produced on a daily basis should be 

cleaned and contained daily.  

• No waste may be buried or burned on site or anywhere else.  

• Waste containers (bins) should be emptied after the construction and removed from 

site to the municipal waste disposal site.  

• Separate waste containers (bins) for hazardous and domestic / general waste must 

be provided on site. 

• Construction labourers should be sensitised to dispose of waste in a responsible 

manner and not to litter.  

• No waste may remain on site after the completion of the project. 
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7.2.4 Impact Assessment of Dust  

Dust generation may occur during construction. Dust suppression interventions need to be 

incorporated if dust levels are found to be significant. Without any mitigation measures 

implemented, the impact can be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the 

implementation of the mitigations, the impact will be significantly reduced to low rating.  

The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-9. 

Table 7-9: Assessment of the impacts of dust generation 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M/H - 8 M - 3 M - 36 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 M- 6 M/L - 2 L - 16 

 

7.2.4.1 Mitigations and recommendation to dust generation 

• Dust abatement techniques should be implemented e.g. Spraying of water. 

7.2.5 Impact Assessment of Noise 

Construction equipment and machinery may produce high levels of noise during operations. 

Without any mitigation measures implemented, the impact can be rated as of a “medium” 

significance. After the implementation of the mitigations, the impact will be significantly 

reduced to a low rating. The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-10. 

Table 7-10: Assessment of the impacts of noise generation 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M/H - 8 M - 3 M - 36 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 M- 6 L/M - 2 L - 16 

 

7.2.5.1 Mitigations and recommendation to noise 

• Construction work to take place during working hours only (08h00 – 17h00) unless 

otherwise arranged with neighbouring property owners in proximity. 

• Noise levels should adhere to the South African National Standards (SANS) regulations 

10103.  
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7.3 Operational and Maintenance Phase Impact Assessment  

The main potential impacts associated with operational and maintenance phases identified 

is health and safety and visual impacts. 

7.3.1 Impact on Health and Safety (Potential Radiation) 

Electromagnetic radiation is emitted from electrical appliances commonly used in most 

homes today, such as TV’s, radios, cell phones, microwave ovens, electrical blankets, and 

computers. Studies have shown that transceiver base stations emit weaker electromagnetic 

radiation than most household daily appliances i.e. microwave or cell phone used close to 

your body (Carstens and Kuliwoye, 2012).  

The International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNRP) provides guidance 

on protecting against the adverse health effects associated with electromagnetic fields 

(EMF). These guidelines are based on short-term, immediate health effects such as 

stimulation of peripheral nerve muscles, shocks and burn caused by touching conducting 

objects, and elevated tissue temperatures resulting from absorption of energy during 

exposure to EMF.  

The National Radiation Protection Authority of Namibia (NRPA) is charged with the 

administration of the Atomic Energy and Radiation Protection Act (Act 5 of 2005) that 

specifically require that account be taken of any guidelines published by ICNIRP regarding 

the radiation risks associated with Base Transceiver Stations (BTS) structures (National 

Radiation Protection Authority, Unknown date). 

The following subchapters will assess the impact of short-term and long-term radiation. 

7.3.1.1 Short-term Radiation (Health) Effects 

The basic restrictions on the effects of exposure are based on established health effects. 

Different scientific bases were used in the development of basic exposure restrictions for 

various frequency ranges. Depending on the frequency, the physical quantities used to specify 

the basic restrictions on exposure to EMF are current density, SAR (Specific Energy Absorption 

Rate), and power density. For further information on the short-term effect, the reader is 

referred to the Atomic National Radiation Protection Authority: Energy Board of Namibia 

Directive referenced in this report. The scanned copy of this Directive is attached in 

Appendix H. 

The significance of this impact can be reduced to a low significance rating by ensuring that 

the sufficient mitigation measures governed by the national and international legal standards 

such as ICNIRP on infrastructure EMR emissions are adequately implemented. The impact is 

assessed in Table 7-11. 
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Table 7-11: Assessment of the impacts of the antennae on health and safety: Short 
term radiation 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

M - 3 M/H - 4 M/H - 8 M - 3 M - 45 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M- 2 L/M- 4 L/M - 2 L - 16 

7.3.1.2 Mitigations and recommendation on health and safety:  Short-term Radiation 

• PowerCom should ensure that the proposed tower and its EMR are within the 

international standards of The Atomic Energy and Radiation Protection Act, Act 5 of 

2005 and Guidelines for Limiting Exposure to Electromagnetic Fields (100kHz to 

300GHz) (March 2020, developed by the ICNIRP) 

• The design standards to be applied for the antennae should comply with the 

internationally accepted public exposure guidelines. 

• PowerCom should ensure that the site is registered with the National Radiation 

Protection Authority once operational as required by regulation 4 of the non-ionising 

radiation gazetted in June 2020. 

• PowerCom should ensure that all potential operations acquired pre-approval from 

the National Radiation Protection Authority. 

• The National Radiation Protection Authority should be involved during this phase 

(operational) to assess the possible emissions from antennae. 

 

7.3.1.3 Long-term Radiation (Health) Effects 

In the case of potential long-term health effects of exposure, such as an increased risk of 

cancer, ICNIRP concluded that the available data are insufficient to provide a basis for this 

setting exposure restriction. Thus, the ICNRIP guidelines alone should not be used as a basis 

for protection against non-thermal effects or long-term biological effects.  

The significance of this impact is considered high, because the long-term effect is unknown. 

In the context of the above, a cautionary approach is adopted, and in particular the 

Precautionary Principle, which states that if an action or policy has a suspected risk of causing 

harm to the public or to the environment, in the absence of scientific consensus that the 

action or policy is harmful, the burden of proof that it is not harmful falls on those taking the 

action. 
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Therefore, ICNIRP uses a reduction factor of 10 to derive at occupational limits for workers 

and a factor of about 50 to arrive at exposure limits for the public. This factor serves as a 

precautionary buffer to compensate for uncertainties in the research. By adhering to the 

threshold levels of ICNIRP, the precautionary measures should be sufficient to adequately 

address this impact. However, the risk will not be abolished, and it is recommended that the 

Proponent keep up to date with regards to any new literature published by ICNIRP. The impact 

is assessed in Table 7-12. 

Table 7-12: Assessment of the impacts of the antennae on health and safety: Long 
term radiation 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

M - 3 H - 5 M/H - 8 M/H - 4 H - 64 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M- 2 L/M- 4 L/M - 2 L - 16 

7.3.1.4 Mitigations and recommendation on health and safety:  Long-term Radiation 

• PowerCom should ensure that tower construction and its EMR are within the 

international standards of The Atomic Energy and Radiation Protection Act, Act 5 of 

2005 and Guidelines for Limiting Exposure to Electromagnetic Fields (100kHz to 

300GHz) (March 2020 developed by the International Commission on Non-Ionizing 

Radiation Protection (ICNIRP)) 

• The design standards to be applied for the antennae should comply with the 

internationally accepted public exposure guidelines. 

• The National Radiation Protection Authority should be involved during this phase 

(operational) to assess the possible emissions from antennae. 

 

7.3.2 Visual Impact 

Network towers usually cause a visual impact on the environment. If not planned properly, 

the network tower presence will contrast the surrounding landscape and thus potentially 

become a visual nuisance, if not camouflaged to suit the surrounding environment. Currently 

and with no measures implemented, the visual impact can be rated as of medium 

significance. However, upon effectively implementing the measures, it will be significantly 

reduced to a much lower rating of significance. This impact is assessed in Table 7-14 below. 

Table 7-13: Assessment of the visual impacts  

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M - 6 M - 3 M - 30 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 5 
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7.3.2.1 Mitigations and recommendation to visual impact 
 

• All the necessary options to improve the aesthetic of the site should be considered 

so that it blends in with the surrounding area or at least enhance it for a better 

appeal to the public. 

 

7.4 Decommissioning Phase 

7.4.1 Impact of the Decommissioning on Mobile Users 

The affected residents and businesses will lose good network coverage in the area, if the 

antennae are decommissioned and no other alternative cellular service infrastructure is put 

in place. This is an unlikely case due to the fact that the modern world is advancing on a 

daily basis, and there will always be a need for improved mobile services. Even if the tower 

is to be removed in the future, it will most likely be replaced by a better infrastructure for 

the same purpose. Pre-implementation of the necessary mitigation measures, this impact can 

be rated as “low to medium” and with the implementation of the necessary mitigation 

measures, the impact significance will be low. This impact is assessed in Table 7-14 below. 

Table 7-14: Assessment of the impacts of the antennae decommissioning 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M - 6 M - 3 M - 30 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 5 

 

7.4.1.1 Mitigations and recommendation to antennae decommissioning impact 
 

• The mobile services network provider should ensure that the mobile coverage is not 

compromised, by putting up an alternative cellular infrastructure. 

7.4.2 Impact Assessment on Surrounding Property Owners 

During the removal and destruction of infrastructure of the tower, the presence of the 

construction team will disturb the surrounding property owners. The construction work is not 

expected to continue for an extended period.  Therefore, the likelihood of this impact is low. 

The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-15. 

Table 7-15: Assessment of the impacts on surrounding property owners 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L - 1 M/L - 4 M - 3 M - 21 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 4 
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7.4.2.1 Mitigations and recommendation to disturbance of surrounding property owners 

• Construction work to take place during working hours only (08h00 – 17h00). 

• Should construction need to be done outside of working hours, neighbouring property 

owners need to be informed in writing prior to construction commencing. 

7.4.3 Impact Assessment on Health and Safety 

Improper handling of construction materials and equipment may cause injuries. With no 

mitigation measures in place, this impact will receive a “medium to high” significance rating. 

However, the implementation of applicable safety measures, the impact can significantly be 

reduced to a low rating. The assessment of this impact is presented in Table 7-16. 

Table 7-16: Assessment of the impacts on health and safety 

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

M - 3 M/H - 3 M /H- 8 M/H - 4 M - 56 

Post-
mitigation 

L/M- 2 L/M- 2 L- 2 L/M - 2 L - 12 

 

7.4.3.1 Mitigations and recommendation to health and safety 

• The contractor(s) should ensure that all personnel are provided with personal 

protective equipment (PPE), such as gloves, safety boots, safety glasses and hard hats 

etc at all times during construction hours on site. 

• No workers should be allowed to drink alcohol during working hours.  

• No workers should be allowed on site if under the influence of alcohol. 

• Construction workers should be trained on how to handle materials and equipment 

on site (if they do not already know how to) in order to avoid injuries. 

7.4.4 Impact Assessment of Waste Generation 

The demolition of infrastructure will result in the generates of waste which leads to 

environmental pollution, if not properly handled. This may pose a negative visual impact on 

the surrounding environment. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the impact can 

be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the implementation of the mitigations, the 

impact will be significantly reduced to low rating. The assessment of this impact is presented 

in Table 7-17. 

Table 7-17: Assessment of the impacts of waste generation  

 Extent Duration Intensity Probability Significance 

Pre-
mitigation 

L/M - 2 L/M - 2 M - 6 M - 3 M - 30 

Post-
mitigation 

L - 1 L- 1 L- 2 L - 1 L - 4 
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7.4.4.1 Mitigations and recommendation to waste generation 

• The site should be kept tidy at all times.  

• All domestic and general waste produced on a daily basis should be cleaned and 

contained daily.  

• No waste may be buried or burned on site or anywhere else.  

• Waste containers (bins) should be emptied after the construction and removed from 

site to the municipal waste disposal site.  

• Separate waste containers (bins) for hazardous and domestic / general waste must 

be provided on site. 

• Construction labourers should be sensitised to dispose of waste in a responsible 

manner and not to litter.  

• No waste may remain on site after the completion of the project. 
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8 RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION 

8.1 Conclusion 

The key potential biophysical impact related to the construction, operational and 

maintenance and decommissioning phases of the proposed project were identified and 

assessed. Suitable mitigation measures (where required and possible) were recommended, 

and the impacts can be summarised as follows: 

• Impacts on Surrounding Property Owners (during construction): There is the 

possibility of disturbance of the surrounding property owners due to the presence 

of the construction team. The construction work will last for a scheduled period 

and is not expected to continue for an extended period.  Therefore, the significance 

of this impact is low. However, the impact can be adequately addressed by the 

recommendations given under subchapter 7.2.1, 7.4.2 and management actions 

given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

• Impacts on Health and Safety (during construction and decommissioning) Workers 

may be subject to issues of health and safety during construction on site. Improper 

handling of construction materials and equipment may cause injuries. With no 

mitigation measures in place, this impact will receive a “medium to high” 

significance rating. However, the implementation of applicable safety measures, 

the impact can significantly be reduced to a low rating. The impact can be 

adequately addressed by the recommendations given under subchapter 7.2.2, 7.4.3 

and management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

• Impacts on Waste Generation (during construction and decommissioning): 

Construction activities usually generates wastes which leads to environmental 

pollution, if not properly handled. This may pose a negative visual impact on the 

surrounding environment. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the 

impact can be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the implementation of 

the mitigations, the impact will be significantly reduced to low rating.  The impact 

can be adequately addressed by the recommendations given under subchapters 

7.2.3, 7.4.4 and also management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

• Impacts on dust and noise (during construction): Dust and noise generation may 

occur during construction. Without any mitigation measures implemented, the 

impact can be rated as of a “medium” significance. After the implementation of 

the mitigations, the impact will be significantly reduced to low rating.  The impact 

can be adequately addressed by the recommendations given under subchapter 7.2.4 

and 7.2.5 and also management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 
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• Impacts on Health and Safety (Potential Radiation) (during operational phase): 

Although health concerns were not specifically raised as a concern during the public 

participation process, it is a national and international topic that requires 

investigation due to the close proximity of the structure to neighbouring properties. 

The impact can be adequately addressed by the recommendations given under 

subchapters 7.3.1,7.4.3 and also management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

• Impacts on Visual (during operational phase): A visual disturbance is likely to be 

experienced by the surrounding property owners. The impact can be adequately 

addressed by the recommendations given under subchapters 7.3.2 and also 

management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

• Impact on Mobile Users (during decommissioning phase): The affected residents 

and businesses will lose good network coverage in the area, if the tower is 

decommissioned and no other alternative cellular service infrastructure is put in 

place. This is an unlikely case due to the fact that, the modern world is advancing 

on a daily basis, and there will always be a need for improved mobile services. Even 

if the tower is to be removed in the future, it will most likely be replaced by a 

better infrastructure for the same purpose. The impact can be adequately 

addressed by the recommendations given under subchapter 7.4.1 and also 

management actions given in the EMP (Chapter 3). 

8.2 Recommendation 

Based on the information provided in this report, GCS is confident the identified risks 

associated with the proposed development can be reduced to acceptable levels, should the 

measures recommended in the EMP be implemented and monitored.  It is therefore 

recommended that the project receive Environmental Clearance, provided that the EMP be 

implemented. 
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Stephanie Strauss 

Country Manager- Namibia 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

 
PROFILE 

 
Stephanie is an Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
with experience in Environmental projects in various 
sectors. The work experience that she has ranges from 
environmental assessments for urban development 
projects, waste, infrastructure development to 
quarrying. She has conducted various public 
participation and stakeholder engagement relevant to 
the projects. Stephanie has also conducted 
environmental monitoring and compliance. 
 
Recent key projects project experience includes 
Environmental Assessments for road rehabilitation, 
exclusive prospecting licenses, sand mining, service 
stations, urban development and telecommunication 
projects.  

 
  

 
Areas of Expertise: 
 
• Environmental Impact assessment 
• Environmental management and mitigation 
• Environmental compliance monitoring and reporting 
 
 

 

CORE SKILLS 

• Project management 

• Impact assessment 

• Environmental Management and 
mitigation 

• Environmental Monitoring 

• Client engagement 

• Public participation and stakeholder 
engagement 

• Geographic Information Systems 

 

DETAILS 

 
Qualifications 
 

• BA Honours Geography and 
Environmental Studies - 
University of Namibia 2013 

• PGD Environmental 
Management University of 
Stellenbosch 2018 (Cum Laude) 

• MPhil Environmental 
Management University of 
Stellenbosch 2021 

 
Membership 
 
EAPAN Environmental Practitioners 
Association of Namibia 
 
Languages 
 
English  
Afrikaans  

 
Countries Worked In 
 
Namibia 
South Africa 
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Work Experience 
 

Period Employer Position Role/ Responsibility 

April 2019 to 
Present 

GCS Namibia Country Manager 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

Project co-ordination 

Environmental Assessment 

Client Liaison 

Stakeholder Engagement 

Authority Liaison 

Environmental auditing and monitoring. 

July 2016 to 
March 2019 

Africa Planning Forum Junior Environmental 
Consultant 

Technical Report Writing 

Impact Assessment Environmental Management Planning 

Environmental Compliance and Monitoring 

Stakeholder Engagement 

June 2013 to 
July 2016 

Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultants 

Town Planning Officer Statutory Planning 

Structure Plan Baseline research and Report Writing 

Environmental Assessment 

GIS Base Mapping 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2020/21 
(ongoing) 

NamPower 
IFC Compliance Audit of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the Omburu 20MW PV Project 
 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2020 Okatji Marble Mine 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2020 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultants 

Township Establishment, creation of street and installation of bulk 
services for Mayara Informal Area on Portion 9 of the Remainder of the 
Farm Nkurenkuru Townlands No 1346 to become known as Nkurenkuru 
Extension 14, Kavango West Region 
 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2020 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultants 

Township Establishment, creation of street and installation of bulk 
services for Kahenge Extensions 5, 6 and 7, Nkurenkuru, Kavango West 
Region 
 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2020 Powercom 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Tower in Swakopmund, Erongo Region 
 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2020 

 
Damaran Exploration (Pty) 
Ltd 
 

Environmental Management Plan Compliance Audit ECO 

2020 Mamadi and Company 
 
Operational Environmental Management Programme (OEMPr) for Shell DSA 
 

EMP Compilation  

2020 Fame Stone Distributors CC Environmental Assessment of the Existing Mining Operations on Mining Project co-ordination, 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

Claims 65425 and 65426 to include additional mining claims 71547, 71548, 
71549 and 71550 

Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Nangolo Enterprises CC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Drilling Activities on Exclusive 
Prospecting Licence (EPL) 6669 in the Kunene Region 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 MTC Environmental Management Plan Compliance Audit  ECO 

2019 
Aurecon South Africa, SAPP, 
NamPower and DBSA 

Environmental and Social Impact Assessment for the Angola- Namibia 
Transmission Line 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement 

2019 CnD Turnkey Developer 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for 
Telecommunication Sites in Swakopmund and Walvis Bay 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Roads Authority 
Environmental Assessment for the Preservation or Rehabilitation of Main 
Road 92 (MR92) [Oshakati-Outapi-Ruacana Road] in the Oshana and 
Omusati Regions 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Roads Authority 
Environmental Assessment for the Preservation and Rehabilitation of 
Trunk Roads 8/2 and 8/3 (TR0802 and TR0803): Taranaki, Mururani Gate 
to Rundu in the Kavango East, Kavango West and Otjozondjupa Regions 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 
Damaran exploration (Pty) 
Ltd 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for Exploration Drilling Activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 6226 near Kalkfeld in the 
Otjozondjupa Region 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 



Project Experience 

 

Page 5 of 14  

Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2019 Njati Holdings (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Proposed Exploration Drilling 
Activities on Excusive Prospecting Licences (EPLs) 3532 and 6292 in the 
//Kharas Region 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Angelina Properties 
Environmental Assessment for the Construction and Operation of a Filling 
Station on Erf 2539, Keetmanshoop Extension 6 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Grootfontein Municipality 
Environmental Assessment for the Township Establishment of 
Luiperdheuwel Extension 3, creation of street and installation of bulk 
services. 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Otjiwarongo Municipality 
Environmental Assessment for the Formalisation and Establishment of 
Townships in Otjiwarongo 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 National Housing Enterprise 
Environmental Assessment for the Township Establishment of proposed 
Katima Mulilo Extensions 55 and 56 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Arandis Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Arandis Data Center 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2019 Gobabis Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Gobabis Freedom Square: Flexible Land Tenure Act Pilot Project 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

Technical Report writing 

2019 Henties Bay Municipality 

Environmental Assessment Permanent Closure and Rezoning of Portion X 
of Portion 82 of the Remainder of the Farm Hentiesbaai Town and 
Townlands No. 133 from “Public Open Space” to “General Residential 2” 
for the purpose of a Hotel Pension (Golf Lodge). 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018/2019/2020 
Preferred Land Development 
Holdings 

Environmental Monitoring and Compliance for the Osona Village Master 
Plan Development 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Oranjemund Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment of Extension 15 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Namclay Bricks and Pavers Environmental Compliance Audit ECO 

2018 Ongwediva Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment Oshiko, Proper, Ext 1 and 2 and Efidi Extension 2 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Erongo Taxidermy 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Rezoning of Erf 295, Mariental from Residential to Business 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Otjiwarongo Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Permanent closure of Erf A of Erf 1852, Otjiwarongo Ext 6 as Public Open 
Space 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2018 Namspice Casings 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Rezoning of Erf 295, Mariental from Residential to Business 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Otjiwarongo Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Permanent closure of Erf A of Erf 1852, Otjiwarongo Ext 6 as Public Open 
Space 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Tulaing Properties (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Construction and Operation of service Station and lodge in Grootfontein 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Tulaing Properties (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Construction and operation of Service Station in Karibib 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Steyn Land Surveyors 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Creation of 15m right of way servitude over Ptn A/52 of the consolidated 
farm Tsumore No 761 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Mariental Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision and rezoning Erf 351 Mariental 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Helao Nafidi Town council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishments in Helao Nafidi 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

Technical Report writing 

2018 Ondangwa Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment Onatsi Proper 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Nuvella 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Permanent street closure Ondangwa Extension 7 and Township 
establishment Ondangwa Extension 46 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Keetmanshoop Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Logistics Park 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Keetmanshoop Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for 
Krönlein Extension 2 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 D Du Toit 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Rezoning of erf 835, Mariental 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 PLDH (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Osona Village Master Plan 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 A. Nasheya Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the Project co-ordination, 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

Construction of Service Station in Ruacana Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Auas Property Number Five 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment of Outapi Extension 20 & 21 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 L. Kunugab 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Construction and operation of Service Station in Khorixas 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Hama Concrete 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Construction and Operation of brickmaking factory in Outapi 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultants 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Permanent closure of Portion A of Portion 6 of the Farm Rehoboth 
Townlands No 302 as "Street". 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Tulaing Properties (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Kranzfontein Nature Estate 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2018 Tulaing Properties (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment in Karibib 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2018 Otjiwarongo Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Incorporated Erf A (Portion 569/308) Orwetoveni Extension 
4 into 27 Erven and Remainder 

Project co-ordination, 
Stakeholder Engagement and 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Otjiwarongo Municipality 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Erf 2123, Otjiwarongo Extension 7 into 10 Erven and 
Remainder 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 A. Weitz 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Erf 706 into 8 Erven and Remainder and Subdivision of Erf 6 
into Erf A and Remainder, Uis 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Mariental Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Erf 914, Mariental and subsequent creation of street 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Okahao Town Council 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan Township 
establishment of Okahao Extension 10, creation of streets and installation 
of associated infrastructure, Okahao, Omusati Region 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Emirates Construction 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Establishment of Emirates Hotel in Ondangwa 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Tsumeb Gimnasium 
Environmental Screening for Permanent closure of Portion Y (A Portion of 
Portion A of the town Tsumeb No 103) of 1st Street Tsumeb as a "Street" 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Mariental Municipality 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the  
Subdivision of Erf 1602 (A Portion of Erf 2), Aimablaagte into Erf A and 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

Remainder, Permanent Closure of Erf A of Erf 1602, Aimablaagte as a 
“Public Open Space” and Creation of Street on Erf A of Erf 1602, 
Aimablaagte, Mariental 
 

2017 Okahao Town Council 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township establishment of Okahao Extension 7, creation of streets and 
installation of associated infrastructure, Okahao, Omusati Region 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Oshikuku Town Council 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
subdivision of Consolidated Erf “X” into 17 Erven and subsequent creation 
of street, Oshikuku, Omusati Region 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 
Five Season Electrical 
Appliance CC 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
EIA for Sand Mining and Brick Manufacturing 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 M. Shikongo 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment of Outapi Extension 9 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 M.Shikongo 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Service Stations in Onesi & Oshifo, Ruacana 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Okahao Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Erf 856, Okahao Extension 3 and creation of street 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Oranjemund Town Council 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Erf 1728, Oranjemund Ext 5 into 30 erven and Remainder 
and creation of street 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2017 E. Mueller 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of the Remainder of Portion 45 of the Remainder of 
Keetmanshoop Townlands No 150 into 47 Portions and Remainder and 
creation of street 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Rundu Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Rundu waste disposal site 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 
Preferred Land Development 
Holdings (Pty) Ltd 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment of Osona Village Extensions 3 and 4 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Khorixas Town Council 
Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Township Establishment of Khorixas Extensions 9-12 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2017 Graham Kirkpatrick 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Subdivision of Portion 5 of the Farm Kappsfarm No. 65 into Portions A and 
Remainder and the creation of a Street 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2016 Oranjemund Town Council 

Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan for the 
Creation of Street from the Subdivision of Erf 927, Oranjemund Extension 
3 into 9 Erven and Remainder 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2016 
Ministry of Works and 
Transport 

Environmental Assessment for Subdivision of the Remainder of Erf 1 
(Formerly Closed Public Open Space) Into Erven A-D & Remainder 
 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2016 Arandis Town Council Environmental Assessment for Arandis Logistics Park 
Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 
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Year Client Project Description Role/ Responsibility 

2021  
(ongoing) 

 
Epangelo Mining  

Environmental Impact Assessment for the Exploration activities on 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) 7547 in the Erongo Region 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultant 

Environmental Assessment for the Rezoning and Consolidation of Erven 
580 and Erf 581, Lüderitz Extension 4 for the proposed construction and 
operation of a bird sanctuary in Lüderitz. 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 MTC 
Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction of 
Telecommunication Towers in the Erongo, Kunene, Otjozondjupa, 
Omusati and Kavango West Regions, Namibia 

Project Manager, Technical 
Report writing 

2021 Fame Stone Distributors 
Environmental Management Plan Compliance Monitoring and Auditing 
 

ECO 

2016 Outapi Town Council 
Environmental Assessment for Creation of a Street on Consolidated Erf Y, 
Outapi Extension 4 (consisting of the Remainder of Erf 1173 and Remainder 
of Erf 1174, Outapi Extension 4) 

Public Consultation and 
Technical Report writing 

2014 
Kotze Burger Investment 
Trust 

Environmental Assessment for Erf 821 - Closure of a Public Open Space 
Background Information 
Research and Report Writing 

2014 
Stubenrauch Planning 
Consultants 

Keetmanshoop Structure Plan 
Background Information 
Research and Report Writing 
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Trade Agency 
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Post) 

• Inspecting importation and exportation of agricultural products  

• Data capturing and issuing of AMTA permits 
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1 OVERVIEW 

1.1 Project Background 

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom hereafter) proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on 

Erf 328, Kaisosi Proper in Rundu which aims to strengthen the coverage for mobile services, 

inclusive of voice and data services within the subject area. The locality of the proposed site 

is shown in Figure 1-1 below.   

In line with the Environmental Management Act (Act 7 of 2007) an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) has been conducted for the proposed development.
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Figure 1-1: Locality of proposed telecommunication tower in Rundu 
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1.2 Purpose of the EMP 

Regulation 8 of the Environmental Management Act’s (EMA) (7 of 2007) Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations (2012) requires that a draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP) 

be included as part of the scoping Environmental Assessment (EA) process. A ‘management 

plan’ is defined as:  

“…a plan that describes how activities that may have significant effects on the environment 

are to be mitigated, controlled and monitored.” 

An EMP is one of the most important outputs of the EA process as it synthesises all the 

proposed mitigation and monitoring actions, set to a timeline and with specific assigned 

responsibilities. It provides a link between the impacts identified in the EIA Process and the 

required environmental management on the ground during project implementation and 

operation. It is important to note that an EMP is a legally binding document and a person who 

contravenes the provisions of this EMP may face imprisonment and/or a fine. This EMP is a 

living document and should be amended to address project changes and/or environmental 

conditions and feedback from compliance monitoring. 

The purpose of this document is therefore to guide environmental management throughout 

the following life-cycle stages of the proposed development, namely planning and design, 

construction, operation and maintenance and if considered, decommissioning.  

The following phases are addressed in this EMP: 

• Planning and design - the period, prior to the construction phase, during which 

preliminary legislative and administrative arrangements are carried out in 

preparation of construction activities; 

• Construction phase – during this phase, the tower and its related infrastructure will 

be constructed;  

• Operation and maintenance - the period during which the tower and its related 

infrastructure will be operational and maintained as necessary. 

• Decommissioning – Should the tower be decommissioned; this phase will be 

implemented.  
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1.3 Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) 

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (“GCS” hereafter) have been 

appointed by PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (“PowerCom or Proponent” hereafter) as independent 

environmental consultants to conduct the required Environmental Assessment (EA). This 

includes the compilation of an EMP for the proposed development. The EMP is to be submitted 

with the Scoping EA Report to apply for an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). The 

application will be submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of 

Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) of the Ministry of Environment Forestry and 

Tourism (MEFT). The EMP will also be used by Contractors and Engineers, as well as the 

Proponent, in guiding them during the construction and operation of the tower to ensure that 

impacts on the environment are limited or avoided altogether.   

1.4 Legal Requirements 

The contents of the EMP must meet the requirements Section 8 (j) of the EIA Regulations. 

The EMP must address the potential environmental impacts of the proposed activity on the 

environment throughout the project life cycle. It must also include a system for assessment 

of the effectiveness of monitoring and management arrangements after implementation. 

PowerCom therefore has the responsibility to ensure that the proposed activity, as well as 

the EIA process, conforms to the principles of the EMA. Any contractors appointed by 

PowerCom must also comply with such principles.  

Under the 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of the Environmental 

Management Act (7 of 2007), the proposed development is a listed activity that may not be 

undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). This activity is listed 

under the following section: 

“10.1 (g) The construction of masts of any material or type and of any height, including 

those used for telecommunication, broadcasting, and radio transmission.” 

Table 1-1 below lists the applicable and relevant Namibian legislations and other 

international guidelines for this specific EA process
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Table 1-1: Applicable and relevant Namibian legislations and other international guidelines for this specific EA process 
Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Environmental Management Act 

EMA (No 7 of 2007) 

Requires that projects with significant environmental impacts are 

subject to an environmental assessment process (Section 27). 

Details principles which are to guide all EAs. 

The EMA and its regulations should inform and guide the 

EA process. 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations GN 

28-30 (GG 4878) 

Details requirements for public consultation within a given 

environmental assessment process (GN 30 S21). 

Details the requirements for what should be included in a Scoping 

Report (GN 30 S8) and an Assessment Report (GN 30 S15). 

The Constitution of Namibia Act 

No. 1 of 1990 

According to Legal Assistance Centre (LAC), there is no clear right 

to health in the Namibian Constitution. But under the Article 95 of 

the Namibian Constitution that deals with Principles of State Policy, 

the Namibian Constitution states “the state shall enact legislation 

to ensure consistent planning to raise and maintain an acceptable 

standard of living for the country’s people” and to improve public 

health. 

The Proponent should ensure compliance with the 

conditions set in the Act. 

Namibian Communications Act 8 

of 2009 

Provides for the regulation of telecommunications services and 

networks, broadcasting, postal services and the use and allocation 

of radio spectrum; for that purpose the establishment of an 

independent Communications Regulatory Authority of Namibia; to 

make provision for its powers and functions; the granting of special 

rights to telecommunications licensees; the creation of an 

Association to manage the .na internet domain name space and for 

matters connected therewith. 

Provides the standards for setting up cellular, wireless 

and satellite services. 
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Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Local Authorities Act (No. 23 of 

1992) 

Provides for the determination, for purposes of local government, 

of local authority councils; the establishment of such local authority 

councils; and to define the powers, duties and functions of local 

authority councils; and to provide for incidental matters. 

The Rundu Town Council is the responsible Local Authority 

of the area in which the proposed development will be 

located, and they should be consulted for this EA. 

The Atomic Energy and Radiation 

Protection Act, Act 5 of 2005 

 

Provides for the adequate protection of the environment and of 

people against the harmful effects of radiation by controlling and 

regulating the production, processing, handling, use, holding, 

storage, transport and disposal of radiation sources and radioactive 

materials, and controlling and regulating prescribed non-ionising 

radiation sources according to the standards set out by the ICNIRP. 

To determine the “safe distance” around the site. 

“Guidelines for Limiting 

Exposure to Electromagnetic 

Fields (100kHz to 300GHz)” 

(March 2020, developed by the 

International Commission on 

Non-Ionizing Radiation 

Protection (ICNIRP)) 

Provides international standards and guidelines for limiting the 

adverse effects of non-ionising radiation on human health and well-

being, and, where appropriate, provides scientifically based advice 

on non- ionising radiation protection including the provision of 

guidelines on limiting exposure.  

Justifies the need for assessing the impact of 

electromagnetic radiation from the antennae, on the 

nearby residents. 

The Aviation Act, Act 74 of 1962  Gives effect to certain International Aviation Conventions and 

makes provision for the control, regulation and encouragement of 

flying within the Republic of Namibia and for other matters 

incidental thereto 

Provides the regulations for setting up cellular structures 

in Namibia. 
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Legislation/Policy/ Guideline Relevant Provisions Implications for this project 

Namibian Civil Aviation 

Regulations, 2001 

Section 139.01.34 outlines the obstacle limitations and marking 

outside aerodromes 

The proposed project should adhere to the limitations 

outlined in the act. 

Convention on International Civil 

Aviation, Annex 14 

• Annex 14 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.  

• Chapter 4: Obstacle restrictions and removal  

• Chapter 6: Visual aids and donating of obstacles 

The proposed new structures may be obstacles to some 

aerodromes in Namibia. Those that are close to existing 

aerodromes need to be assessed in accordance with the 

document. Visual aids to the new structures to make them 

visible to aircraft need to be applied in accordance with 

this Convention. 

Labour Act (No. 6 of 1992) Ministry of Labour (MOL) is aimed at ensuring harmonious labour 

relations through promoting social justice, occupational health and 

safety and enhanced labour market services for the benefit of all 

Namibians. This ministry insures effective implementation of the 

Labour Act no. 6 of 1992. 

PowerCom should ensure that construction, operation and 

maintenance of the towers, the safety and welfare of 

workers are not compromised. 
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1.5 Assumptions and Limitations 

This EMP has been drafted with the acknowledgment of the following assumptions and 

limitations: 

• This EMP has been drafted based on the scoping-level Environmental Assessment (EA) 

conducted for the proposed construction and operation of the telecommunication 

tower in Kaisosi Proper, Rundu. No specialist studies were included as part of the 

assessment; and 

• The mitigation measures recommended in this EMP document are based on the 

risks/impacts in the Scoping Report.  These impacts were identified based on the 

provided project description and anticipated project impacts.  Should the scope of 

the project change, the risks will have to be reassessed and mitigation measures 

provided accordingly.   

1.6 Report Structure 

This EMP lays out the management actions for the proposed site in Rundu. The EMP addresses 

the following phases: 

• Planning and design - the period, prior to construction, operation and maintenance, 

during which preliminary legislative and administrative arrangements are carried out 

in preparation for the construction of the tower and related infrastructure; 

• Construction phase – during this phase the services infrastructure (electricity 

cables), the tower and its related infrastructure will be constructed;  

• Operation and maintenance phase - the period during which the tower and its 

related infrastructure will be operational, and maintenance is conducted by the 

proponent as deemed necessary; and 

• Decommissioning phase: the period during which the proponent may decide to 

discontinue the operations of the tower and the associated infrastructure.  The 

modern world is advancing on a daily basis, and there will always be a need for 

improved mobile services, hence the decommissioning of the infrastructure is not 

anticipated at this stage. Regardless, mitigation measures will be provided. 
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2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd is ultimately responsible for the implementation of the EMP. The 

Proponent may delegate this responsibility at any time, as they deem necessary, from 

operation and maintenance phase and decommissioning phase (if considered). The delegated 

responsibility for the effective implementation of this EMP will rest on the following key 

individuals which may be fulfilled by the same person: 

• Proponent’s Representative; and/or 

• Environmental Control Officer. 

2.1 Proponent’s Representative 

If the Proponent does not personally manage all aspects of the planning and design, 

construction and operation and maintenance phase activities and decommissioning, referred 

to in this EMP, they should assign this responsibility to a suitably qualified individual referred 

to in this plan as the Proponent’s Representative (PR).  The Proponent may decide to assign 

the role of a PR to one person for both phases. Alternatively, the Proponent may decide to 

assign a separate PR for each component i.e. planning and design, construction, operation 

and maintenance and decommissioning phase.  The PR’s responsibilities, included in Table 

2-1, are as follows: 

Table 2-1: Responsibilities assigned to the Proponent’s Representative for planning 
and design, construction, operation and maintenance and decommissioning phases 

Responsibility Project Phase 

Managing the implementation of this EMP and updating and 

maintaining it when necessary. 

Throughout the lifetime of 

the project. 

Management and monitoring of individuals and/or equipment 

on-site in terms of compliance with this EMP. 

Throughout the lifetime of 

the project. 

Issuing fines for contravening EMP provisions. Throughout the lifetime of 

the project. 

2.2 Environmental Control Officer 

The Proponent should assign the responsibility of overseeing the implementation of the whole 

EMP on the ground from the planning and design phase to operation and maintenance and 

decommissioning phase to an independent consultant, referred to in this EMP as the 

Environmental Control Officer (ECO).  The Proponent may decide to assign this role to one 

person for both phases or may assign separate individual ECOs to oversee EMP implementation 

during each phase.  The ECOs will have the following responsibilities: 
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• Management and facilitation of communication between the Proponent, PR and 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with regard to this EMP; 

• Conducting site inspections (recommended minimum frequency is weekly during 

construction period and bi-annually during the operation and maintenance and 

decommissioning) of all areas with respect to the implementation of this EMP 

(monitor and audit the implementation of the EMP); 

• Advising the PR on the removal of person(s) and/or equipment not complying with 

the provisions of this EMP; 

• Making recommendations to the PR with respect to the issuing of fines for 

contraventions of the EMP; and 

• Undertaking an annual review of the EMP and recommending additions and/or 

changes to this document. 

3 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN ACTIONS 

3.1 Key Potential environmental impacts to be managed 

From the EA, the following key potential negative impacts have been identified per project 

phase and are summarised in Table 3-1 below.  

Table 3-1: Summary of key potential environmental impacts per project phase 

 Project Phase Potential negative impacts identified in the EA 

1 Construction  Disturbance to surrounding property owners, health and 

safety, waste generation, dust and noise impacts. 

2 Operation and maintenance Health and safety (radiation emission) and visual 

impacts. 

3 Decommissioning Loss of better cellular network coverage, removal of 

infrastructure, health and safety and waste handling 

and disposal from site.  

 

The aim of the management actions of the EMP is to avoid potential impacts where possible.  

Where impacts cannot be avoided, measures are provided to reduce the significance of these 

impacts.  

Management actions recommended to manage the potential impacts rated in the EA carried 

out for the proposed antennae construction are presented in the following tables.  The 

management actions were compiled based on the four project phases: 
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• Planning and Design phase (Table 3-3); 

• Construction phase (Table 3-3); 

• Operation and maintenance phase management actions (Table 3-4); and 

• Decommissioning phase (Table 3-5). 

The responsible persons at PowerCom should assess these commitments in detail and should 

acknowledge their responsibility to the specific management actions detailed in the table of 

the next subchapters. 

3.2 Phase 1: Planning and Design Management Actions 

Since the proponent is responsible for the construction of the sites, the management 

requirements detailed in Error! Reference source not found. need to be carried out before 

any construction works. Necessary preliminary legislative and administrative arrangements 

should be made in preparation for the operation of the proposed development.  These 

management requirements are also applicable for the period during which engineering 

designs/drawings are carried out. 
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Table 3-2: Planning and design management actions 

Aspect Management Requirement Responsibility Timeframes 

Tower and 

associated 

Equipment 

Design 

• The design standards to be applied to the associated 

equipment which produces the telecommunication 

signals should comply with the internationally 

accepted public exposure guidelines. 

Proponent Pre-construction phase 

Labour 

Recruitment 

• It is anticipated that PowerCom will utilize its own 

workforce. 

• However, should there be a need to employ 

additional labourers it is recommended that local 

labour be recruited for unskilled or semi-skilled 

labour; 

• Recruitment should not be done at the project site. 

Proponent Ongoing  

Construction 

schedule 

• A convenient construction work/schedule should be 

prepared and be shared with the surrounding property 

owners. This will ensure that the surrounding property 

owners are aware of when to expect the construction 

team at the site. 

Proponent Pre-construction 
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Aspect Management Requirement Responsibility Timeframes 

EMP 

Implementation 

• PowerCom needs to appoint a Proponent’s 

Representative (PR) that will act as their on-site 

implementing agent.  This person should be 

responsible to ensure that the Proponent and 

Contractor’s responsibilities are executed in 

compliance with relevant legislation and this EMP. 

Proponent Ongoing  

Agreement 

with affected 

landowners 

• PowerCom to ensure that permission is granted in 

writing by the landowners to erect the structures on 

the site prior to commencing construction. 

Proponent Pre-construction 
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3.3 Phase 2: Construction Phase Management Actions 

The management actions for the construction phase are listed in Table 3-2. 

Table 3-3: Construction phase management actions 

Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

EMP training Lack of EMP 

awareness 

and the 

implications 

thereof 

• Employees appointed for construction work on 

respective infrastructure must ensure that all 

personnel are aware of necessary health, safety and 

environmental considerations applicable to their 

respective work. 

• Comprehensive induction forms a critical 

component during the construction and operational 

period.  This includes the following: 

o Ensuring that all employees are aware 

of their individual impact on the 

environment. 

o Ensuring that preventative measures 

and procedures are undertaken in order 

to reduce the risk of a potential impact. 

Environmental 

Control Officer and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

Monitoring EMP non-

compliance 

• The PR should monitor the implementation of this 

EMP. 

• The ECO should inspect the site throughout the 

construction period and after completion. 

Proponents 

Representative and 

Environmental 

Control Officer 

Ongoing  

Health and 

Safety 

Health and 

Safety 

• Construction workers should be trained on how to 

handle materials and equipment on site (if they do 

not already know how to) in order to avoid injuries. 

• The contractor(s) should ensure that all personnel 

are provided with personal protective equipment 

(PPE), such as gloves, safety boots, safety glasses 

and hard hats at all times during construction hours 

on site. 

• No workers should be allowed to drink alcohol 

during working hours.  

• No workers should be allowed on site if under the 

influence of alcohol. 

Proponents 

Representative and 

Contractor 

Ongoing 

Waste 

Management 

 • The construction site should be kept tidy at all 

times.  

Proponents 

Representative and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

• All domestic and general construction waste 

produced on a daily basis should be cleaned and 

contained daily.  

• No waste may be buried or burned on site or 

anywhere else.  

• Waste containers (bins) should be emptied after the 

construction and removed from site to the 

municipal waste disposal site.  

• Separate waste containers (bins) for hazardous and 

domestic / general waste must be provided on site. 

• Construction labourers should be sensitised to 

dispose of waste in a responsible manner and not to 

litter.  

• No waste may remain on site after the completion 

of the project. 

• The proponent should investigate and utilise 

possible methods for recycling waste generated on 

site. 
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

Construction 

labourers 

 • Construction workers will be transported, in a bus 

(or similar suitable passenger vehicle) to and from 

site. 

• If the construction team is not allowed to use the 

toilets available on site, portable toilets (i.e. easily 

transportable) should be available at a ratio of at 

least 1 toilet per 10 workers. 

• No workers may reside on-site for the entire 

duration of the construction period. 

• No cooking on site to prevent the risk of fires.  

Proponents 

representative and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  
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3.4 Phase 3: Operation and Maintenance Management Actions 

The table below (Table 3-4) presents the management action for the operation and maintenance phase. 

Table 3-4: Operation and maintenance phase management actions 

Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

EMP training Lack of EMP 

awareness and 

the implications 

thereof 

• Employees appointed for operation and maintenance on 

respective site infrastructure and services must ensure that 

all personnel are aware of necessary health, safety and 

environmental considerations applicable to their respective 

work. 

Environmental 

Control Officer and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  

Monitoring EMP non-

compliance 

• The PR or the Proponent should monitor the implementation 

of this EMP. 

• The ECO(s) should inspect the site operation throughout the 

operation on a biannual basis. 

Proponents 

Representative, 

Proponent and 

Environmental 

Control Officer 

Ongoing  

Health and 

Safety 

Electromagnetic 

Radiation (EMR) 

emission 

• PowerCom should ensure that antennae construction and its 

EMR are within the international standards of The Atomic 

Energy and Radiation Protection Act, Act 5 of 2005 and 

“Guidelines for Limiting Exposure to Electromagnetic Fields 

(100kHz to 300GHz)” (March 2020, developed by the 

International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation 

Protection (ICNIRP)) 

Proponent Ongoing  
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

• The design standards to be applied for the antennae should 

comply with the internationally accepted public exposure 

guidelines. 

• PowerCom should adopt cautionary policies, and in 

particular the Precautionary Principle. This approach should 

be adopted in such a manner to optimize the benefits that 

is derived from the technology while also providing 

protection to allay the fears of those for which the State has 

responsibility to protect. 

 • The National Radiation Protection Authority should be 

involved during this phase (operational) to assess the 

possible emissions from antennae. 

National Radiation 

Authority of 

Namibia and 

Proponent 

Ongoing  

Civil aviation  Civil aviation 

impact 

• PowerCom should ensure that no other high 

projections/extensions will be added on top of the antennae 

that may compromise the aerodrome (civil aviation) safety. 

• PowerCom should ensure that the structures adhere to the 

Namibia Civil Aviation Regulations (NAMCARs) Part 139 

Aerodomes and Heliports: licencing and Operation. 

Proponent Ongoing  
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

• In the case that PowerCom will need to increase the height 

of the tower or add additional infrastructure on top of the 

tower, prior consultations should be made with Civil Aviation 

Department to ensure that the new infrastructure does not 

interfere with civil aviation operations. 
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3.5 Phase 4: Decommissioning Management Actions 

The table below (Table 3-5) presents the management action for decommissioning phase. 

Table 3-5: Decommissioning phase management actions 

Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

Tower 

Decommissioning  

Loss of better 

mobile 

network 

coverage 

• The proponent should ensure that the mobile 

coverage is not compromised, by putting up an 

alternative cellular infrastructure. 

Proponent Pre-decommissioning 

Health and 

Safety 

Health and 

Safety during 

removal of 

infrastructure 

• Construction workers should be trained on how to 

handle materials and equipment on site (if they do 

not already know how to) in order to avoid 

injuries. 

• The contractor(s) should ensure that all personnel 

are provided with personal protective equipment 

(PPE), such as gloves, safety boots, safety glasses 

and hard hats at all times during construction 

hours on site. 

• No workers should be allowed to drink alcohol 

during working hours.  

• No workers should be allowed on site if under the 

influence of alcohol. 

Proponents 

Representative and 

Contractor 

Ongoing 
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

Waste 

Management 

Waste 

handling and 

removal 

during 

removal of 

infrastructure 

• The construction site should be kept tidy at all 

times.  

• All domestic and general construction waste 

produced on a daily basis should be cleaned and 

contained daily.  

• No waste may be buried or burned on site or 

anywhere else.  

• Waste containers (bins) should be emptied after 

the construction and removed from site to the 

municipal waste disposal site.  

• Separate waste containers (bins) for hazardous 

and domestic / general waste must be provided on 

site. 

• Construction labourers should be sensitised to 

dispose of waste in a responsible manner and not 

to litter.  

• No waste may remain on site after the completion 

of the project. 

• It is recommended that the recycling and re-use of 

removed infrastructure should be explored and 

implemented.  

Environmental 

Officer and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  
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Environmental 
Feature 

Impact Management Actions Responsibility Timeframes 

Construction 

labourers 

 • Construction workers will be transported, in a bus 

(or similar suitable passenger vehicle) to and from 

site. 

• If the construction team is not allowed to use the 

toilets available on site, portable toilets (i.e. 

easily transportable) should be available at a ratio 

of at least 1 toilet per 10 workers. 

• No workers may reside on-site for the entire 

duration of the construction period. 

• No cooking on site to prevent the risk of fires.  

Proponents 

Representative and 

Contractor 

Ongoing  
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4 CONCLUSIONS 

GCS has provided practical mitigation measures and monitoring regimes for all phases of the 

proposed tower development.  Should the mitigation measures provided within this EMP be 

implemented effectively, GCS is of the opinion that no significant environmental or social 

impacts will be generated.  
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LIST OF INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Organisation / Land portion Title First Name - Contact Person

Ministry of Environment, Foresty 

and Tourism (MEFT) Environmental Commissioner Timoteus Mofeti

MEFT - Deputy Environmental 

Comissioner Deputy Environmental Comissioner Dr Caroline Garus-oas

Ministry of Mines and Energy 

(MME) Executive Director Simeon Negumbo

Ministry of Information and 

Communication Technology Executive Director Mbeuta Ua-Ndjarakana

Minstry of Agriculture, Water and 

Land Reform Executive Director P Misika

Ministry of Labour Industrial 

Relations and employement 

creation Executive Director B. Shinguadja

Ministry of Health and Social 

Services Executive Director B Namgombe

Ministry of Works and Transport Executive Director W Goeieman

Ministry of Urban and Rural 

Development Planner Tobias Newaya

Nampower Environmentalist C. Sisamu

Nampower Engineering, Planning and Design Gert Fourie

NamWater Senior Environmentalist N. P Du Plessis

NamWater 

Chief: Planning and Water Resource 

management Henry Mukendwah

Roads Authority Chief Executive Officer Conrad Lutombi

Roads Authority 

Specialised road Legislation, Advise 

& Compliance Elina Lumbu

NORED Rundu Electrical Distribution Abner Ingungula

Namibia Civil Aviation Authority Executive Director

Namibia Civil Aviation Authority Acting Senior Manager Golden Siteka

Namibia Civil Aviation Authority Theoline L. Kauraisa 

Namibia Airports Company CEO Bisey /Uirab

National Radiation Protection 

Authority
Dauphin Matomola

National Radiation Protection 

Authority Tekla Mwale Mutwamezi

National Radiation Protection 

Authority Joseph Eiman

National Radiation Protection 

Authority Amakali Gideon

CRAN Head Elecrtonic Communication Ronel le Grange

Earth life Namibia B. Korhs

Namibian Environment and Wildlife 

Society  Media, website and newsletter F Kreitz

 National Botanical Research 

Institute

Manager: Threatened Plants 

Programme, Sonja Loots

Interested and Affected Parties-Rundu Purification Plant

National Government

Utilities 

NGOs, Environmental Groups 



Organisation / Land portion Title First Name - Contact Person

Interested and Affected Parties-Rundu Purification Plant

National GovernmentNational Heritage Council of 

Namibia Archaeologist & Heritage Specialist Alma Mekondjo Nankela

National Heritage Council of 

Namibia Director Ms. Erica Ndalikokule 

National Botanical Research 

Institute (NBRI) Botanist Vanessa Strauss 

Rundu Town Council CEO  Olavi Nathanael

Rundu Town Council Technical Services Sinime John

Rundu Town Council Property Pontty Muhava Kathumbi

Rundu Urban Constituency Councillor Hon Vicky Kauma

PowerCom Site Acquisition Officer Mercutio Mowes

292 Neighbour Loya Armandus

293 Neighbour Walter Sirongo/Monika Sirongo

Neighbour Bernhard Mukumbi

Rundu Town Council

Community development 

Coordinator Chingelesu Zephania K

Rundu Town Council

Community development 

Coordinator Tuhafeni Pessa

Neighbour Haradoes Vincentie

Neighbour Henock Shimuketa

Neighbour Helni Siyamba

Redforce Olyeta Investment Neighbour Diego Nangolo

Neighbour Kasian Shima

261 Neighbour Ndjamba Bethilde

291 Neighbour Sarah Kafuna

259 Neighbour Ntengu Musiva

254 Neighbour Annasitasie

290 Neighbour Kathrine Lilungwe

298 Neighbour Anastasia Ndara

295 Neighbour Anna

255 Neighbour Veronika Mbangu

297 Neighbour Engelbenna Nangara

REGISTERED

Local Authorities

Proponent
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45 Feld Street, Ausspannplatz, Windhoek, Namibia 
PO Box 81808, Windhoek, Namibia 
Tel: (+264) 61 248 614    Fax: (+264) 61 238 586    Web:  www.gcs-na.biz 
 

 
 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID): 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED 

CONSTRUCTION OF A TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER IN KAISOSI 

EXTENSION 4, RUNDU, KAVANGO EAST REGION 

8 March 2022 

 
Proponent: PowerCom (Pty) Ltd 

 

 

GCS Project Number: 22-0177 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER: GCS (PTY) LTD 
 

GCS Water Environmental Engineering (Pty) Ltd (GCS) is a fully integrated water, 

environmental, and earth science consulting services company based in the Republic of South 

Africa, with offices in Namibia, Botswana, and the Czech Republic. GCS provides a professional 

consulting service in the fields of environmental, water and earth sciences. GCS has a team of 

highly trained staff with considerable experience in the fields of environmental and water 

science. 

 

GCS will act as the Independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), as well as the 

Public Participation Practitioner for this environmental authorisation process. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

BID Background Information Document 

CRR Comments and Response Report 

EAP Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

ESIA Environmental and Social Impact 

Assessment 

EMA Environmental Management Act (No 7 of 

2007) 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

I&AP Interested and Affected Party 

MEFT: DEAF Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 

Tourism: Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Forestry 

MHz Megahertz 

PPP Public Participation Process 

1 INTRODUCTION 

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom or the proponent 

hereafter) proposes to erect a 

telecommunication tower on Erf 328, Kaisosi 

Extension 4 in Rundu, which aims to strengthen 

the coverage for mobile services, inclusive of 

voice and data services within the subject area.   

Under the Environmental Management Act (2007) 

and its Regulations (2012), an Environmental 

Assessment (EA) is required for: 

10.1 The construction of (g) masts of any 

material or type and of any height, including 

those used for telecommunication, 

broadcasting, and radio transmission. 

 
This Background Information Document (BID) has 

been compiled by GCS with the following aims: 

• To introduce the proposed project and 

related activities to potential Interested 

and Affected Parties (I&APs); 

• To provide information on the 

Environmental Impact Assessment and 

related processes; 

• To inform I&APs on how to be involved 

in the Environmental Impact Assessment 

process; 

• To invite all parties to register as I&APs 

on the Environmental Impact Assessment 

database; and  

• To provide all I&APs with an opportunity 

to comment on the proposed project and 

associated process, including biophysical 

and socio-economic aspects, as well as 

any other issues of concern. 

2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Proponent proposes to erect a 

telecommunication tower on Erf 328, Kaisosi 

Extension 4, which aims to strengthen the 

coverage for mobile services, inclusive of voice 

and data services within the subject area.   

 

2.1 Need and desirability for the 
development 

 
Due to the constant growth in the use of mobile 

communication services in Namibia, the pressure 

to continuously expand the communications 

network is increasing.  PowerCom identified the 

need for a new structure in Rundu, which will 

provide capacity and improve the coverage in 

this particular area.  This proposed development 

will ensure that the quality of the service 

provided to the telecommunication users in the 

area is improved.  

2.2 Description of Activity 

2.2.1 Site Location 

The site was selected with the aid of a radio 

planning tool and as instructed by the 

shareholder. There is currently poor network 

coverage in the Kaisosi area. The proposed site 

location is detailed in the table below.  
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The proposed site is located within an existing 

urban area within the boundaries of Rundu town.  

2.2.2 Site Design 

The proposed development will include the 

construction of a 30-meter-high lattice network 

tower. Figure 1 below depicts an example of the 

network structure type which is proposed to be 

erected on the subject site. 

 

Figure 1: Example of the proposed tower 
(https://www.powercom.na/index.php/portfoli
o-details/item/2-lattice#portfolio-wrapper) 
 
The development will also include the 

construction of an equipment room which will 

house the communication equipment. The site 

will be fenced in order to limit public access.  

The antenna size will differ depending on the 

frequency used as well as different types of 

antennae.  The main frequencies that will be 

used is 900, 1800 & 2100 MHz. 

2.3 Infrastructure and Services 
 
Water will only be used during the construction 

period, more specifically for the foundation 

works. The contractor will be responsible for the 

sourcing of water.  

Access to the site will be prohibited to anyone 

except the construction team and PowerCom.  

AC power will be required for the operation of 

the tower and will be connected to the 

respective electricity provider’s grid. 

Site Name Kaisosi Extension 4 

Erf number 328, Kaisosi Extension 4 

GPS 

Coordinates 

17º54'21.3''S  

19º48'10.3''E 

Local Authority Rundu Town Council 

Region Kavango East Region 

https://www.powercom.na/index.php/portfolio-details/item/2-lattice#portfolio-wrapper
https://www.powercom.na/index.php/portfolio-details/item/2-lattice#portfolio-wrapper


 PowerCom   Telecommunication Tower - Kaisosi Ext 4 

22-0177                                                                                                             8 March 2022  Page 3 

 

 

Figure 2: Locality Map of the proposed Telecommunication Tower
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3 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

3.1 Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 

The Environmental Management Act (EMA) provides a list of activities, the development or execution 

of which require an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) from the Ministry of Environment, 

Forestry and Tourism: Department of Environmental Affairs (MEFT: DEA) prior to construction. Due 

to the nature of the proposed project, an ECC will be required prior to project commencement.  

Accordingly, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process as per the requirements of EMA: 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (18 January 2012) must be conducted to inform the 

ECC decision. 

3.2 Environmental Impact Assessment 
 
The EMA defines EIA as a process of identifying, predicting and evaluating the significant effects of 

activities on the environment, the risks and consequences of activities, alternatives to these 

activities and options for mitigation of such activities. This is done with a view to minimise negative 

impacts, maximise benefits and promote compliance with the principles of environmental 

management. The figure below outlines the EIA process to be undertaken for the proposed project. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3: The EIA Process 

 

3.3 Competent Authority 
 
The competent authority administering the EIA process and deciding on the issue of an ECC is the 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism’s Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry 

(MEFT: DEAF). As such, the application for an ECC and all reports and documentation associated with 

the EIA process will be submitted to the MEFT: DEAF.  
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4 REGISTRATION OF I&APS AND THEIR COMMENTS/CONCERNS 

  

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – CONTACT 

DETAILS 
 

 
Contact Person: Victoria Shikwaya 

Tel: +264 61 248 614 

Fax: +264 61 238 586 

Email: victorias@gcs-na.biz 

Postal Address: PO Box 81808, Windhoek 

 

Public involvement is an essential part of any 

Environmental Assessment process. Interested and 

Affected Parties (I&APs) include any person or 

organisation that will be directly or indirectly involved 

and/or affected by the project. 

You have been identified as a potential I&AP who may 

want to receive information regarding the above-

mentioned project and/or provide input into the 

Environmental Impact Assessment process. To be 

recognised as an I&AP and to be kept informed of the 

proposed project and EIA process going forward, one must 

register with GCS to be added to the Stakeholder 

Database for the project. You may communicate via fax, 

email, or telephone to obtain further information or 

comment on the proposed project. 

Registered I&APs will be kept informed of the Public 

Participation Process throughout the EIA process, will be 

given the opportunity to review and comment on the EIA 

reports and documents, will receive feedback on how 

comments have been taken into account, and will be 

informed of the outcome of the assessment. All 

comments will be recorded and presented to the project 

team and competent authority by means of the Project 

Comments and Responses Register (CRR). 

 
Attached to this BID is a comment form which you can 

complete and record any comments you may have with 

respect to the proposed activity. The contact details of 

the EAP to whom the comments can be addressed are 

outlined to the right. 

 
The general public as well as any I&APs are hereby invited 

to attend the public meeting during which the potential 

environmental and social impacts of the project will be 

presented for comments and inputs from the public.  The 

meeting is scheduled to take place as follows: 

Date: 17 March 2022 

Time: 17h30 

Venue: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

mailto:victorias@gcs-na.biz
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5 REGISTRATION OF I&APS AND THEIR COMMENTS / CONCERNS 

 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF A TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER 

IN KAISOSI EXT4, RUNDU, KAVANGO EAST REGION 

I&AP Comments Form 

Name:   Surname:   

Organisation / interest: 

Postal / Residential address   

  

Area:   Code:   

Contact details Tel: (          ) 

Fax: (          ) 

Mobile: (          ) 

Email:   

Please mark with an X to indicate whether you would like to participate in the process: 

Yes, I would like to participate in this process and receive periodical updates 
  

No, I am not interested in participating and do not wish to receive further information 
  

Preferred method of communication Email   Fax   Post   

Date commented (DD / MM / YYYY)  

Please indicate any issues, comments and concerns with regards to the proposed project (feel free to use the 
additional space or attach additional pages, as required) 

  

 

Please indicate in which aspects you would require more information 

  

  

  

Please indicate the contact details of any IAPs whom you think should be contacted 

Name:   Surname: 

Tel: (          ) Fax: (          ) 

Mobile: (          ) 

Email:   

In order to be registered as an IAP for this project, fax, mail, or e-mail the completed registration form before or 
on 29 March 2022 to: 

 
 Contact Person: Victoria Shikwaya 

Tel: +264 61 248 614 
Fax: +264 61 238 586 

Email: victorias@gcs-na.biz 
Postal Address: PO Box 81808, Windhoek 
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tuesday 8 March 20222 Market Watch

SA risks  
destroying  
100 000 doses
Covid-19 vaccine (PFE.N) 
are at risk of being de-
stroyed by the end of this 
month due to slow uptake 
by citizens, South African 
health authorities said on 
Friday. South Africa has 
recorded the most corona-
virus infections and deaths 
on the African continent, 
however inoculations have 
slowed and the country 
has ample vaccine stocks 
of about 25 million doses. 
“There is a risk that just 
over 100 000 or so doses 
which will expire by end of 
March may have to be dis-
carded. It will be a sad day 
if significant volumes of 
doses can end up being dis-
carded. We hope it will not 
reach that stage,” Health 
Minister Joe Phaahla told 
an online news confer-
ence. He said the depart-
ment was trying to ramp 
up inoculations to save 
the vaccine doses from 
being discarded. South 
Africa has so far fully vac-
cinated around 43% of its 
40 million adults. South 
Africa’s vaccination cam-
paign, using the Johnson 
& Johnson (J&J) and 
Pfizer vaccines, got off to 
a slow start due to diffi-
culties securing early sup-
plies but more recently it 
has been dogged by hes-
itancy. Last month the 
country changed its Covid-
19 vaccination rules in an 
effort to encourage more 
people to get jabs.  -Reuters

Food prices jump to hit record high in Feb
Higher food prices have contribut-
ed to a broader surge in inflation as 
economies recover from the coro-
navirus crisis.

World food prices hit a record high 
in February, led by a surge in veg-
etable oils and dairy products, to 

post a 20.7% increase year-on-year, the UN 
food agency said on Friday.

The Food and Agriculture Organization’s 
(FAO) food price index, which tracks the 
most globally traded food commodities, 
averaged 140.7 points last month against a 
downwardly revised 135.4 in January. That 
figure was previously given as 135.7.

Higher food prices have contributed to 
a broader surge in inflation as economies 
recover from the coronavirus crisis and the 
FAO has warned that the higher costs are 
putting poorer populations at risk in coun-
tries reliant on imports.

FAO economist Upali Galketi Aratch-
ilage said concerns over crop conditions 
and export availabilities provided only a 
partial explanation to the increase in global 
food prices.

A much bigger push for food price infla-
tion comes from outside food production, 
particularly the energy, fertilizer and feed 
sectors,” he said. 

“All these factors tend to squeeze profit 

margins of food producers, discouraging 
them from investing and expanding pro-
duction.”

Data for the February report was mostly 
compiled before the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Concerns over tensions in the 
Black Sea area were already weighing on 
agricultural markets even before the vio-
lence flared, but analysts warn a prolonged 
conflict could have a major impact on grain 
exports.

FAO said its vegetable oils index rose 8.5% 
month-on-month in February to chalk up 
another record high, propelled by rising 
palm, soy, and sunflower oil prices. Ukraine 
and Russia account for about 80% of global 
exports of sunflower oil.

Supply
The cereal price index rose 3.0% on the 
month, with maize prices up 5.1% and 

wheat prices increasing 2.1%, largely re-
flecting uncertainty about global supply 
flows from Black Sea ports.

FAO’s dairy price index increased 6.4%, 
its sixth consecutive monthly rise, under-
pinned by tight global supplies, while meat 
prices rose 1.1% in February.

By contrast, sugar was the sole index to 
post a decrease, shedding 1.9% from the 
previous month due partly to favourable 
production prospects in major exporters 
India and Thailand.

FAO also issued its first projections for 
cereal output in 2022, seeing global wheat 
production rising to 790 million tonnes 
from 775.4 million in 2021, thanks in part 
to hopes of high yields and extensive plant-
ing in Canada, the United States and Asia.

The UN agency cautioned however that 
its projections did not take into account 
the possible impact of the conflict between 
Russia and Ukraine.

FAO said maize outputs in Argentina and 
Brazil in 2022 were forecast at well above-
average levels, notably in Brazil where the 
maize crop was seen reaching a record high 
112 million tonnes.

World cereal utilization in 2021/22 was 
forecast to rise 1.5% above the 2020/21 
level, hitting 2.802 billion tonnes. FAO’s 
forecast for world cereal stocks by the close 
of seasons in 2022 stood at 836 million 
tonnes. 

 - Reuters

Higher costs are putting 
poorer populations at risk in 
countries reliant on imports. 

 FAO

Price monster

SITE NAME SITE COORDINATES TYPE

Rundu Extension 3 (on Erf 
2423 Rundu Extension 3)

17°55’21.5’’S
19°45’22.8’’E 30m Lattice

Kaisosi Extension 4 (on Erf 
328 Kaisosi Extension 4)

17°54’21.3’’S 
19°48’10.3’’E 30m Lattice

Osona Village 22°04’03.1”S 
16°55’58.8”E 30m Camouflaged Tree

Osona Military School 22°04’37.4’’S
16°56’44.2’’E 30m Lattice

Rundu Extension 3:  Kaisosi Extension 4:
Date: 17 March 2022   Date: 17 March 2022
Time: 14H00   Time: 17H30
Venue: Erf 2423, Rundu Extension 3 Venue: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4

Osona Village and Osona Military School: 
Date: 22 March 2022
Time: 18H00
Venue: Osona Village Customer Care Centre

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR  
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS IN  

KAVANGO EAST AND OTJOZONDJUPA REGIONS

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hereby give notice to all potentially 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) that an application will be made to the Environmental 
Commissioner in terms of the Environmental Management Act (No 7 of 2007) and the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (GN 30 of 6 February 2012) for the construction 
and operation of two telecommunication towers in the Kavango East Region and two in the 
Otjozondjupa Region in Namibia as per below table

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (the proponent) proposes to erect two telecommunication towers in the 
Kavango East Region and two in the Otjozondjupa Region in Namibia. The towers are proposed 
to be erected to improve the coverage for mobile services, inclusive of voice and data services 
within the subject area.  GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been 
appointed to conduct the process and submit the application to the Environmental Commissioner 
on behalf of the proponent.

The general public as well as any I&APs are hereby invited to attend the public meeting during 
which the potential environmental and social impacts of the project will be presented for 
comments and inputs from the public.  The meetings are scheduled to take place as follows:
Rundu Extension 3:

Please note that the meetings will strictly adhere to the current COVID-19 regulations.  
To comment or receive further information on the project, please register with GCS (contact details 
below) as an I&AP before or on 29 March 2022. 

Contact: Stephanie Strauss 
Tel: +264 61 248 614
Fax: +264 (0) 61 238 586 
E-mail: stephanies@gcs-na.biz

Photo Future Agricultures consortium 
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Nearly 29% adults are fully vaccinated

Kenya lifted its re-
maining Covid-
19 restrictions on 

Friday, including a ban 
on large indoor gather-
ings such as religious 
services and a require-
ment to present a neg-
ative Covid-19 test for  
arriving air passengers.

Though Kenyans 
s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e 
heeding public health 
measures such as hand-
washing and social dis-

tancing, face masks are 
no longer mandatory in 
public and all quaran-
tine measures for con-
firmed Covid-19 cases 
are halted with imme-
diate effect, Health Min-
ister Mutahi Kagwe told 
a news conference.

For the past month the 
East African country’s 
Covid-19 test positivity 
rate has remained below 
1%, he added, attribut-
ing this to the rising 
number of Kenyans 
opting to get vaccinated. 

In November, the gov-
ernment announced 
that proof of vaccination 
would be required by 
December 21 to access 
schools, transport, state 
offices, hotels, bars, res-
taurants, national parks 
and wildlife reserves. 

But a court blocked the 

Face masks are no longer mandatory 
in public and all quarantine meas-
ures for confirmed Covid-19 cases 
are halted with immediate effect. 

Mutahi Kagwe, Health Minister 

Kenya lifts remaining COVID restrictions
Proof of vaccina-
tion would be re-
quired by December 
to access schools, 
transport, state 
offices, restau-
rants and wildlife re-
serves.

move amid uncertainty 
over who would police 
it or what to do about 
people unable to access 
vaccines. 

The minister did not 
mention the order in his 
remarks on Friday.

Kenya, with a popu-
lation of 54 million, 

has recorded less than 
35 daily Covid-19 in-
fections over the past 
week, according to gov-
ernment statistics. 

About 323 000 infec-
tions, and 5 600 deaths, 
have been recorded 
throughout the pan-
demic since 2020.

Nearly 29% of Kenyan 
adults are fully vacci-
nated, more than most 
countries in sub-Saha-
ran Africa. -Reuters

Mutahi Kagwe, Health Minister of Kenya. PHOTO RIT

SITE NAME SITE COORDINATES TYPE

Rundu Extension 3 (on Erf 
2423 Rundu Extension 3)

17°55’21.5’’S
19°45’22.8’’E 30m Lattice

Kaisosi Extension 4 (on Erf 
328 Kaisosi Extension 4)

17°54’21.3’’S 
19°48’10.3’’E 30m Lattice

Osona Village 22°04’03.1”S 
16°55’58.8”E 30m Camouflaged Tree

Osona Military School 22°04’37.4’’S
16°56’44.2’’E 30m Lattice

Rundu Extension 3:  Kaisosi Extension 4:
Date: 17 March 2022   Date: 17 March 2022
Time: 14H00   Time: 17H30
Venue: Erf 2423, Rundu Extension 3 Venue: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4

Osona Village and Osona Military School: 
Date: 22 March 2022
Time: 18H00
Venue: Osona Village Customer Care Centre

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS FOR  
PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS IN  

KAVANGO EAST AND OTJOZONDJUPA REGIONS

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hereby give notice to all potentially 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) that an application will be made to the Environmental 
Commissioner in terms of the Environmental Management Act (No 7 of 2007) and the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (GN 30 of 6 February 2012) for the construction 
and operation of two telecommunication towers in the Kavango East Region and two in the 
Otjozondjupa Region in Namibia as per below table

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (the proponent) proposes to erect two telecommunication towers in the 
Kavango East Region and two in the Otjozondjupa Region in Namibia. The towers are proposed 
to be erected to improve the coverage for mobile services, inclusive of voice and data services 
within the subject area.  GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been 
appointed to conduct the process and submit the application to the Environmental Commissioner 
on behalf of the proponent.

The general public as well as any I&APs are hereby invited to attend the public meeting during 
which the potential environmental and social impacts of the project will be presented for 
comments and inputs from the public.  The meetings are scheduled to take place as follows:
Rundu Extension 3:

Please note that the meetings will strictly adhere to the current COVID-19 regulations.  
To comment or receive further information on the project, please register with GCS (contact details 
below) as an I&AP before or on 29 March 2022. 

Contact: Stephanie Strauss 
Tel: +264 61 248 614
Fax: +264 (0) 61 238 586 
E-mail: stephanies@gcs-na.biz
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Stephanie Strauss

From: Stephanie Strauss

Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 4:32 PM

To: Victoria Shikwaya

Subject: Environmental Impact Assessment Process for the proposed Construction of a 

Telecommunication Tower in Rundu Extension 3 and Kaisosi Extension 4, Rundu, 

Kavango East Region

Dear Potential Interested and Affected Party 

 

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hereby give notice to all potentially Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) that an application will be made to the Environmental Commissioner in terms of the Environmental 

Management Act (No 7 of 2007) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (GN 30 of 6 February 2012) for 

the below.  

• Construction of a Telecommunication Tower in Rundu Extension 3, Rundu, Kavango East Region and 

• Construction of a Telecommunication Tower in Kaisosi Extension 4, Rundu, Kavango East Region. 

                                                                                                    

GCS has been appointed by PowerCom (Pty) Ltd to conduct the Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and submit 

the required reports to the Environmental Commissioner as part of an application to apply for the Environmental 

Clearance Certificates (ECCs) in accordance with the Environmental Management Act (7 of 2007) and its 2012 

Regulations. 

  

Public consultation forms part of the EIA process. As part of the public consultation process, you have been identified as 

a potential interested and affected party with respect to the proposed activity, which is why you are receiving this email. 

 

Furthermore, public meetings are scheduled to be held to provide more information regarding the proposed activities 

and to allow Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) an opportunity to comment on the proposed activities. The public 

meetings are scheduled to be held as follows: 

 

Rundu Extension 3: 

Date: 17 March 2022  

Time: 14H00 

Venue: Erf 2423, Rundu Extension 3 

 

Kaisosi Extension 4: 

Date: 17 March 2022 

Time: 17H30 

Venue: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4 

Please note that the meetings will strictly adhere to the current COVID-19 regulations.  Please note no entry to the venue 

will be allowed without a face mask. 

Should you wish to send us any potential issues or comments that you would like to be considered as part of the impact 

assessment process and addressed in the scoping report, please send us your inputs before the end of business on 

Tuesday, 29 March 2022. 

  

Once the scoping stage is completed, GCS will provide you with access to the draft scoping report, for your review, and 

you will have another opportunity to submit comments based on your review. 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions regarding the proposed activity and its EIA process. 



 

 
GCS (Pty) Ltd.     Reg No: 2006/717    Est.2008 

Offices:        Durban        Johannesburg        Lusaka        Maseru        Ostrava        Windhoek 

Director:  AC Johnstone 
www.gcs-na.biz 

45 Feld Street, Windhoek, Namibia 
PO Box 81808, Windhoek, Namibia 
Tel: (+264) 61 248 614    Fax: (+264) 61 238 586    Web:  www.gcs-na.biz 
  

 

Our Reference 22-0177 

 
15 March 2022 
 
The Owner of Erf___________________ 
 
PO Box____________________________ 
 
__________________________________ 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE: ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 
A TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER IN KAISOSI EXTENSION 4, RUNDU, KAVANGO EAST REGION 
 
PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom hereafter) proposes to erect a telecommunication tower on Erf 328, 
Kaisosi Extension 4 in Rundu which aims to strengthen the coverage for mobile services, inclusive of 
voice and data services within the subject area.  GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) 
Ltd (GCS) has been appointed to conduct the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the intended 
site as required by the Environmental Management Act of 2007 and its Regulations (2012). 
 
Public consultation forms part of the EIA process. As part of the public consultation process, you have 

been identified as a potential Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) with respect to the proposed activity, 

which is why you are receiving this letter. Please find attached the Background Information Document 

(BID) on this activity.  

You are additionally invited to attend a public meeting which is proposed to be held as follows: 

Date: 17 March 2022  

Time: 17H30 

Venue: Erf 328 Kaisosi Extension 4 

 

Should you wish to send us any potential issues that you would like to be considered as part of the impact 

assessment process and addressed in the scoping report, please send us your inputs before the end of 

business on Tuesday, 29 March 2022. 

Once the scoping stage and scoping report are completed, GCS will provide you with access to the report, 
for your review, and you will have another opportunity to submit comments based on your review. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions regarding the proposed activity and 

its EIA process. 

Please feel free to contact our office should you require any assistance 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Stephanie Strauss 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
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Public Meeting: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4

Environmental Assessment for the Proposed Construction 

of a Telecommunication Tower in Kaisosi Extension 4, 

Rundu, Kavango East Region

17 March 2022

Agenda

• Welcome and introduction
• Background
• Purpose of the meeting 
• Legislative process
• Public Participation Process
• The proposed development
• The way forward
• How you can get involved
• Questions/Answers

Background

PowerCom (Pty) Ltd (PowerCom or the proponent
hereafter) proposes to erect a telecommunication
tower on Erf 328,Kaisosi Extension 4.

The proposed project aims to strengthen the coverage for
mobile services, inclusive of voice and data services
within the subject areas.

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd
(GCS) has been appointed to conduct the process and
submit the application to the Environmental
Commissioner on behalf of the proponent.

3

Purpose of the meeting

• To explain the Environmental Assessment Process.
• To provide information on the proposed development.
• To identify potential issues and concerns from the

public in terms of:
 Environmental;

 Social;
 Cultural; and
 Economic.

4

Legal Requirements

Environmental Management Act No 7 of 2007 and
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations
(Government Notice No 30 of 2012)

The following project activities trigger the need for an
EIA in Namibia:

10.1 (g) The construction of masts of any material or type and of any
height, including those used for telecommunication, broadcasting, and
radio transmission.

5

Environmental Impact Assessment Process

6

Application

• Review of project against EMA listed activities to determine the need for an 
EIA process

• Compile and submit an ECC Application to the MICT and MEFT:DEAF

Scoping

• Identify and consult with Interested and Affected Parties (IA&Ps)
• Identify potential environmental and social impacts
• Determine Terms of Reference for further study during EIA/EMP (if required)
• Compile Draft Scoping Report and Draft EMP, and circulate to IA&Ps for 

review and comment
• Finalise Scoping Report and Draft EMP with I&AP review outcomes

Impact 
Assessment

• Conduct further specialist studies if required
• Detailed assessment of environmental and social impacts
• Compile Draft EIA and EMP, and circulate to IA&Ps for review and comment
• Finalise EIA and EMP with IA&P review outcomes and submit to  MICT and 

MEFT:DEAF for decision making
• Notify IAPs of MEFT:DEAF decision

Current stage

1 2

3 4

5 6



2

Rationale for Environmental Impact Assessment
To identify potential negative and positive impacts (social,

economic, cultural & biophysical) and to determine their likely
significance

Assess alternative ways of undertaking the project such that
negative impact are avoided or managed and positive impacts
enhanced

To allow for public involvement

To inform the proponents decision-making

To inform the Environmental Authority’s decision-making (Ministry
of Environment, Forestry and Tourism: Department of
Environmental Affairs and Forestry, MEFT:DEAF)

7

Public Participation Process

Advertisements: 8 March 2022 and 15 March 2022 in the
Republikein and the Sun newspapers

Written notice and Background Information Document
(BID) to pre-identified Interested and Affected Parties
via email and/or registered mail.

Notice displayed on site.

Public meeting in Rundu.

8

The proposed development: Need and Desirability

• Constant growth in use of mobile communication
services

• Increasing need to expand the communications
network

• Proposed structure aims to:
 Provide capacity
 Increase coverage
 Improve quality of service

9

The proposed development: Site Location

10

The proposed development: Site Design

• 30-meter-high network tower
• Equipment room
• Site fenced to limit access

11

Network Structure

Type

Lattice Network Tower

Erf number 328, Kaisosi Extension 3

Height 30 meters

Figure 1: Example of Lattice Network Tower 
erected by PowerCom 

Potential Impacts

 Telecommunications convenience: Local mobile users will have improved infrastructure

that will address problems with network coverage.

 Disturbance: During site establishment, the presence of the construction team may

cause temporary disturbance to the direct neighbours.

 Health and Safety issues: Electromagnetic Radiation emitted from the antennae of

cellular structures may affect human health. The study will assess whether the design

standards applied will comply with the International Commission on Non-Ionizing

Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) Guidelines on Limiting Exposure to Electromagnetic Fields

and the National Radiation Protection Authority of Namibia recommendations.

More potential impacts of the proposed activity will be identified upon consultations

with the public and further research on the area.

12

7 8

9 10

11 12
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The Way Forward

Scoping Phase:
– 1st comment phase: from 8 March 2022– 29 March

2022
– 2nd comment phase: Draft Scoping Report will be

made available to all registered IAPs for review and
comment for 14-day period.

– Preparation and Submission of Final Scoping Report to
Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism.

13

How you can get involved

14

Contact Person: 
Victoria Shikwaya 

PO Box 81808
Windhoek

Tel: +264 61 248 614
Fax: +264 61 238 586

Email: victorias@gcs-na.biz

15

Questions/Comments

16

13 14

15 16



 

 
GCS (Pty) Ltd.     Reg No: 2006/717    Est.2008 

Offices:        Durban        Johannesburg        Lusaka        Maseru        Ostrava        Windhoek 

Director:  AC Johnstone 
www.gcs-na.biz 

45 Feld Street, Windhoek, Namibia 
PO Box 81808, Windhoek, Namibia 
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Meeting Minutes   

 

Subject: Public Participation Meeting for the Environmental Assessment for 
the Proposed construction of Telecommunication tower in Kaisosi 
Proper, Rundu, Namibia 

 

Venue: 
 
Erf 328 Kaisosi Proper 

Date: 
17 March 2022 

Time: 
18h15 

Attendance: 

 
 
See attached attendance register 
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1 INTRODUCTION  

The meeting was opened by Victoria Shikwaya the EIA consultant from GCS Water 

Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS). Victoria proceeded with the oral 

presentation after which the floor was opened to questions. This opened an interactive session 

between the consultant and the public members. 

 

2 OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

The presentation focused on the project description for the proposed telecommunication 

tower to be erected in Rundu. The GCS consultant also explained the process to be followed 

during the environmental impact assessment, highlighting that part of the process is to engage 

the interested and affected parties, hence the meeting. She concluded the presentation by 

listing all project communication platforms and emphasising that the project is open for public 

participation until submission is done, after which comments will be submitted to the 

Environmental Commissioners office under the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and tourism: 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (MEFT:DEAF). 

 

3 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

The issues/concerns raised by the attendants during the meeting are presented in the table 

below: 

 
 



PowerCom (Pty) Ltd     Kaisosi Proper Rundu Tower 

   

 
 
22-0177       14 April 2022    Page 3 
 

Table 2-1: Questions and comments raised during the meeting. 
 

Question/Comment by Question/Comment Respondent Response 

Bernhard Mukumbi What is the difference between 3G, 4G 
and 5G and will the height and 
radiation be an issue for the 
Neighbours? 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant)  

3G network can extend its network up to 20 
kilometres in radius while 4G can extend its 
network to up to 10 kilometre radius and 5G 
is not yet in Namibia as according to the 
CRAN standards. The height of the antennae 
will not influence the surrounding 
neighbours with regard to the 
electromagnetic radiation. 

Walter Sirongo Is Powercom from South Africa? Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

No, Powercom is a Namibian company based 
in Windhoek. 

Loya Armandus What is the purpose of the tower if 
MTC or telecom is not interested to put 
up a satellite on this tower? 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

If a tower is put up the network companies 
will definitely want to put up their antennae 
because there is a need for more network 
towers to cover a larger area and improve 
network in areas such as these.  

Bernhard Mukumbi Do we not already have a tower close 
by at the UNAM campus? Not all 
impacts are listed here.  

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

Not sure if there already is a tower close by 
but the need for towers to assist each other 
and balance the capacity of one tower to 
another is necessary. The impacts listed 
currently are just from initial desktop study 
to see what pre-existing environmental and 
social impacts could be. Through this public 
participation process and moving to the 
draft stage new impacts could arise and will 
be noted.  

Diego Nangolo Wil there be any job employment. Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

What was stated that local employment 
opportunities will be made available for the 
community to be involved in the project 
during the construction phase of the 
network tower.  



PowerCom (Pty) Ltd     Kaisosi Proper Rundu Tower 

   

 
 
22-0177       14 April 2022    Page 4 
 

Question/Comment by Question/Comment Respondent Response 

Esme Bethilde With regard to noise pollution, will 
there only be disturbance during the 
construction phase or also afterwards 
when the tower is done? 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

The noise pollution will only take place for 
when the tower is constructed with the 
movement of vehicles and heavy machinery 
being a possible disturbance. 

Bernhard Mukumbi What if when the tower is done, and 
the electricity is cut and the power 
supply or generator powering the 
tower could make noise or cause a 
disturbance? 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

Powercom had stated that the electricity 
would come from already existing 
infrastructure so there would be no need for 
a generator as the power supply can be 
charged and would not disturb surrounding 
neighbours.  

Bernhard Mukumbi Will there also be community 
engagement like this during the 
construction phase, for the residents 
to still give input? 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

After the EIA has been submitted to the 
Department of Environmental Affairs and 
Forestry then interested and affected 
parties will have to raise concern directly to 
the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 
Tourism. During construction phase all 
concerns can be raised with PowerCom. 

Diego Nangolo Who will give out the contract for the 
work being done 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

Powercom will handle all the labour and 
hiring of contractors 

Walter Sirongo How long will it take for the tower to 
be done 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

After the draft report is circulated, we will 
compile a final report which is submitted to 
the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 
Tourism for a minimum of 3 months for 
review then if the environmental clearance 
certificate is granted then it is up to 
Powercom to have a timeline for 
commencing the construction of the tower. 

Kasian Shinima Will there be another meeting for the 
public to engage 

Victoria Shikwaya (GCS 
consultant) 

After the public participation phase is 
complete we then move to the draft report 
review stage and the public can still 
comment or raise concerns throughout all 
the stages. 
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4 WAY FORWARD 

The documented questions and comments from the meeting will be incorporated and fully 

addressed in the Environmental Scoping report. This report will be circulated to all registered 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) for review before it can be submitted to the Ministry 

of Environment, Forestry and Tourism: Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry for 

evaluation. 

5 CONCLUSION 

After the attendees had all raised their points and comments, Victoria Shikwaya gave a vote 

of thanks. The meeting was adjourned at 19:30. 
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Stephanie Strauss

From: Tekla Mwale Mutwamezi <Tekla.Mutwamezi@mhss.gov.na>

Sent: Friday, April 1, 2022 4:20 PM

To: Victoria Shikwaya

Cc: Stephanie Strauss; Joseph Eiman; Amakali Gideon

Subject: Re: Environmental Impact Assessment Process for the proposed Construction of a 

Telecommunication Tower in Rundu Extension 3 and Kaisosi Extension 4, Rundu, 

Kavango East Region

Attachments: GCS EIA. NIR.31.03.22.pdf

Good day, 

 

Please find the attached correspondence with regards to the above subject matter. 

 

Best Regards 

_______________________________ 

Ms. Tekla Mutwamezi  

National Radiation Protection Authority 

Ministry of Health & Social Services 

Private Bag 13198 

Harvey Street  

Windhoek, 9000 

Namibia 

 

Tel: +264 (61) 2032412/2420 

Fax: +264(61) 230 424  

From: Victoria Shikwaya <victorias@gcs-na.biz> 

Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 4:56 PM 

Cc: Stephanie Strauss 

Subject: Environmental Impact Assessment Process for the proposed Construction of a Telecommunication Tower in 

Rundu Extension 3 and Kaisosi Extension 4, Rundu, Kavango East Region  

  

Dear Potential Interested and Affected Party 

  

GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hereby give notice to all potentially Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) that an application will be made to the Environmental Commissioner in terms of the Environmental 

Management Act (No 7 of 2007) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (GN 30 of 6 February 2012) for 

the below.  

• Construction of a Telecommunication Tower in Rundu Extension 3, Rundu, Kavango East Region and 

• Construction of a Telecommunication Tower in Kaisosi Extension 4, Rundu, Kavango East Region. 

                                                                                                    

GCS has been appointed by PowerCom (Pty) Ltd to conduct the Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) and submit 

the required reports to the Environmental Commissioner as part of an application to apply for the Environmental 

Clearance Certificates (ECCs) in accordance with the Environmental Management Act (7 of 2007) and its 2012 

Regulations. 
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Public consultation forms part of the EIA process. As part of the public consultation process, you have been identified as 

a potential interested and affected party with respect to the proposed activity, which is why you are receiving this email. 

  

Furthermore, public meetings are scheduled to be held to provide more information regarding the proposed activities 

and to allow Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) an opportunity to comment on the proposed activities. The public 

meetings are scheduled to be held as follows: 

  

Rundu Extension 3: 

Date: 17 March 2022  

Time: 14H00 

Venue: Erf 2423, Rundu Extension 3 

  

Kaisosi Extension 4: 

Date: 17 March 2022 

Time: 17H30 

Venue: Erf 328, Kaisosi Extension 4 

Please note that the meetings will strictly adhere to the current COVID-19 regulations.  Please note no entry to the venue 

will be allowed without a face mask. 

Should you wish to send us any potential issues or comments that you would like to be considered as part of the impact 

assessment process and addressed in the scoping report, please send us your inputs before the end of business on 

Tuesday, 29 March 2022. 

  

Once the scoping stage is completed, GCS will provide you with access to the draft scoping report, for your review, and 

you will have another opportunity to submit comments based on your review. 

  

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have any questions regarding the proposed activity and its EIA process. 

  

Kind regards,  

  

 

Victoria Shikwaya 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
automatic  
download of 

this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
GCS Water & 
Environment

 

Tel  +264 (0) 61 248 614
Fax  +264 (0) 61 238 586 
Cell 

 

Web www.gcs-na.biz 

Address 45 Feld Street,  
Windhoek, Namibia 

 

Established in 1987

 
DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the recipient/addressee. This 
email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the 
message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received this email message in error, please advise the sender by email, and 
delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail and attachments relating to the official 
business of GCS Water Environmental Engineering Namibia (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any reliance upon any information 
contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, regulatory, tax, technical, business, 
investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or mailing list for spamming and/or other 
marketing purposes without the prior consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or consequential damages, including, without limitation, 
loss of profit, interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized to create 
and send this e-mail. 

The information contained in this e-mail is confidential and may be subject to legal privilege and/or the 

subject of copyright. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use, copy, distribute or disclose the e-

mail or any part of its contents or take any action in reliance on it. If you have received this e-mail in error, 

please e-mail the sender by replying to this message. The Government of the Republic of Namibia shall not be 

held liable for any damages so caused to the unintended recipient and any unauthorized distribution by the 

unintended recipient. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, except where 

the sender expressly, and with authority, states them to be the views of Government of the Republic of 

Namibia. Although this email has been checked for viruses and other defects, no responsibility can be 

accepted for any loss or damage arising from its receipt or use.  







1

Stephanie Strauss

From: Victoria Shikwaya

Sent: Thursday, March 31, 2022 11:26 AM

To: Stephanie Strauss

Subject: FW: APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE FOR PROPOSED 

CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIONS OF TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS  IN AREAS  

NAMELY: RUNDU EXTENSION 3. RUNDU,KAVANGO EAST REGION; OSONA MILITARY 

SCHOOL; KAISOSI EXTENSION 4 RUNDU;OSONA VILLAGE,

Attachments: EMA regulations.pdf

 

 

From: Johanna Nashipili <Johanna.Nashipili@mict.gov.na>  

Sent: 31 March 2022 11:21 AM 

To: Victoria Shikwaya <victorias@gcs-na.biz> 

Cc: Fillemon Johannes <Fillemon.Johannes@mict.gov.na>; Linda Aipinge <Linda.Aipinge@mict.gov.na> 

Subject: APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE FOR PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION AND 

OPERATIONS OF TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS IN AREAS NAMELY: RUNDU EXTENSION 3. RUNDU,KAVANGO EAST 

REGION; OSONA MILITARY SCHOOL; KAISOSI EXTENSION 4 RUNDU;OSONA VILLAGE, 

 

Dear Ms. Shikwaya 

 

Firstly MICT would like to acknowledge receipts of  Applications for environmental clearance certificate for proposed 

construction and operations of telecommunication towers in areas  namely: . Rundu Extension 3; Osona Military 

School;  Kaisosi Extension Rundu; Osona Village,     

 

 

Ministry of ICT as a competent Authority charged with the responsibility of granting authorization in respect of 

construction of communication networks including towers, telecommunication and marine telecommunication lines and 

cables, would like to request you to submit the followings as per attached EMA Regulations section 7(sub section 2); 

(a) the scoping report;  

(b)  copies of any representations, objections and comments received in connection with the application or the 

scoping report;  

(c)  copies of the minutes of any meetings held by the proponent with interested and affected parties and other 

role players which record the views of the participants; and  

(d)  any responses by the EAP to those representations, objections, comments and views. 

 

Thank you  and looking forward to receiving feedback from yourself. 

 

Regards! 

 

Johanna Nashipili 

 

 

 

 

 


