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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report is the Public Participation Report, for the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right 

(FS 10005 MR), Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR) Reference: FS-00040-

MR/11 and the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)), DMPR Reference: FS-00093-

MS/102 Environmental Authorisation application processes; and it provides a summary of the 

public participation activities undertaken in support of the application process. It further 

includes all comments, issues raised and responses provided during the consultation process, 

as well as proof of participation activities undertaken. What follows is a summary of the main 

activities undertaken and comments raised during the public participation process, and 

responses provided. Further details are provided within the report. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has 

received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition 

of Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa). In support of the 

acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the following actions: 

 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye 

Gold. 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 

MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to 

Neo Energy. 

These administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing mining 

operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 

continue as previously authorised. 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to manage the Environmental Authorisation 

applications in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. As part of the public participation process 

(PPP), interested and affected parties must be notified of the proposed transaction and the 

associated environmental legislative requirements. 

This report outlines the PPP concluded to support the Environmental Authorisation (EA) 

applications as part of the Basic Assessment processes. The PPP was conducted in accordance 

with the legal framework and guidelines stipulated in the Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982) (EIA Regulations, 2014), 

and the NEMA. 

1.1 Objectives of the Public Participation Process 

The PPP aims to ensure that all relevant stakeholders are provided with opportunities to 

participate in the project in a transparent and inclusive manner. The objectives of the PPP 

include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Identification and registration of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) on the 

project; 

 Sharing of information about a project and its impacts with people whose lives it may 

affect; 
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 Consultation with I&APs regarding the project; 

 Ensuring that stakeholder concerns and issues are known and heard by the project 

proponent and competent authorities; 

 Incorporation of input and comments from I&APs into a Comments and Responses 

Report (CRR) for the project; 

 Compliance with national legislation; and 

 Establishment and maintenance of positive relationships with I&APs, including host 

communities. 

1.2 Legal Framework 

The legal framework for public participation is guided by Chapter 6 of the EIA Regulations, 

2014 and in compliance with Section 24(5) and 44 of the NEMA. 

As part of the PPP, the following key actions were taken to ensure compliance with the 

relevant legislation: 

 Identifying pertinent stakeholders who represent diverse sectors of the public who 

may be impacted by or interested in the Project. 

 Sharing information about the Project through various channels, such as the 

Background Information Document (BID), announcement and notification letters, 

newspaper advertisements, site notices and consultation with registered I&APs. 

 Providing several and different opportunities for I&APs to comment on the project, 

and for them to verify that their comments were indeed considered in the PPP. 

2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES 

The PPP was executed in compliance with the regulations stipulated in the EIA Regulations, 

2014. An integrated approach, conducting a combined PPP for both applications, was adopted 

to ensure effective engagement with stakeholders. 

2.1 Announcement to Local Municipalities 

An invitation letter (APPENDIX A) was sent on 2 June 2025 to the Offices of the Speaker of 

the Masilonyana and the Matjhabeng local municipalities respectively. The letter announced 

the intention of the applications, invited the participation of the municipalities and 

requested them to assist with hosting public meetings in their areas of jurisdiction. 

Matjhabeng Local Municipality provided their cooperation and assisted with the identification 

of a suitable public venue. Masilonyana Local Municipality requested to first have a 

clarification meeting. Subsequently, a virtual meeting was held on 19 June 2025 between 

representative of the Masilonyana Local Municipality, Sibanye-Stillwater and GCS during 
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which the applications were announced, and assistance was requested with the rolling-out of 

the PPP. 

At the request of the Masilonyana Local Municipality, GCS and Sibanye-Stillwater attended a 

meeting on 15 July 2025 where GCS presented the public participation approach to a larger 

audience of Masilonyana Local Municipality representatives. A memorandum of the points 

discussed was made available to all who attended the meeting (APPENDIX A). As one of the 

outcomes of the meeting, the Masilonyana Local Municipality confirmed its willingness to 

assist in developing a public participation strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA 

Regulations, 2014. 

For the remainder of July 2025 GCS attempted to convene an online workshop with the 

Masilonyana Local Municipality to jointly develop the public participation strategy. Despite 

several follow-up attempts, no response was received. A draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

(SEP) (APPENDIX A) was submitted to the Masilonyana Local Municipality on 31 July 2025 

requesting comments by 6 August 2025 to enable timely implementation of the plan. No 

response was received despite follow-up efforts. 

Sibanye-Stillwater submitted a formal letter to the Masilonyana Local Municipality on 8 

August 2025 emphasising the importance of finalising the SEP and highlighting the regulatory 

implications of continued delays. No response was received. 

Sibanye-Stillwater submitted a formal letter to the Regional Manager of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources (DMPR) outlining the challenges faced and requesting guidance in terms 

of the process followed with the Masilonyana Local Municipality. Upon advice from the DMPR, 

a public meeting was not held in the Masilonyana municipal area and extension was received 

for the submission of the Final Basic Assessment Reports (FBARs) until 16 January 2026. 

2.2 Development of Stakeholder Database 

An existing stakeholder database, obtained from Sibanye Gold, was reviewed and updated. 

The updated database included I&APs grouped into the following categories: 

 Authorities: National and Provincial; 

 District and Local Municipalities: Lejweleputswa District Municipality, Matjhabeng 

and Masilonyana Local Municipalities; 

 Environmental Non-Profit Organisations: Including the Federation for Sustainable 

Environment; 

 Adjacent Landowners and those residing in the Mining Rights areas; 

The stakeholder database is included as APPENDIX A. 
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2.3 Public Participation Media 

In compliance with NEMA, the following public participation media were employed during the 

assessment: 

2.3.1 Publication of Newspaper Advertisements 

Newspaper advertisements in English and Sesotho were published as follows: 

Newspaper Date 

Masilonyana News 15 November 2025 
Free State Sun 31 October 2025 

Sowetan 30 October 2025 
Vista 30 October 2025 

 

The listed newspapers are all distributed in the Mining Rights and surrounding areas. The 

advertisement notified I&APs of the project, invited them to register and provide comments 

on the Draft Basic Reports (DBARs). Refer to APPENDIX B for proof of the placement of the 

advertisements. 

2.3.2 Site Notices 

Site notices in English and Sesotho were placed on 13 November 2025 in public locations 

around the project area to inform I&APs about the project and encourage their registration 

and participation. A table and map indicating the location of site notices are provided in 

APPENDIX D. 

2.3.3 Background Information Document and Registration and Comment Form 

The BID, which was available in English and Sesotho provided details on the applications, 

availability of the DBARs, environmental regulatory processes, opportunities for participation 

and was distributed on 13 November 2025 via email to registered I&APs. A Registration and 

Comment Form accompanied the BID to facilitate stakeholder registration and feedback. 

Refer to APPENDIX E. 

2.3.4 Announcement of the availability of the Draft Basic Assessment Reports 

On 11 November 2025, stakeholders were notified of the availability of the DBARs via email 

and SMS. The DBARs were accessible electronically on two separate websites and in hard copy 

at the locations listed below. 

Place Address 
Hard copies: 
Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 
Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 
Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom 
Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen 
Electronic copies: 
GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/  

Sibanye’s Data Free Portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 
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Proof of delivery is provided in APPENDIX F. 

A legislated 30-day review period was provided for stakeholders to review and comment on 

the DBARs, spanning 14 November 2025 to 8 January 2026. Notification emails are included 

in APPENDIX F, and SMS notifications which were sent on 12 November 2025 are included as 

APPENDIX G. 

2.3.4.1 Public meeting to review the contents of the Draft Reports 

A public meeting was held on 26 November at 14:00 at the Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom. The 

purpose of the meeting was to review and discuss the content of the Draft Basic Assessment 

Reports. Notice of the meeting was provided in email notifications, in the advertisements 

published, site notices placed. The meeting was attended by members of the community who 

reside in the Mining Rights area. APPENDIX H provides the attendance register and 

presentation delivered during the meeting. The discussions which took place during the 

meeting are included in the CRR. 

 

A public meeting was held on 26 November 2025 at the Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom. 

2.3.5 Announcement of the availability of the Final Basic Assessment Reports 

The CRR was appended to the FBARs for submission to the DMPR. The FBARs were released 

electronically on the GCS and Sibanye websites for stakeholders to verify the accuracy of 

their comments and how these comments have been considered in the submissions. 

Notifications regarding the FBARs’ submission were sent via email and SMS on 19 January 

2026. 

Notification of the decision to be taken on the application by the DMPR will be distributed to 

I&APs. They will also be informed of the appeals procedure.  
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3  COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 

All comments received from the announcement in November 2025 and from the public review 

of the DBARs were captured in a CRR (APPENDIX I). The CRR is appended to the FBARs as a 

full record of issues raised to date, including responses on how the issues were considered. 

4 CONCLUSION 

A comprehensive PPP was conducted for the project, ensuring extensive efforts to inform and 

engage I&APs. The stakeholder database was regularly updated to maintain effective 

communication, and notifications and reports were disseminated through multiple channels. 

The process adhered to legal requirements and principles of transparency, providing all 

relevant stakeholders with an opportunity to contribute and be heard. 

The DMPR will assess the FBARs and make an informed decision on whether the project should 

be approved. The decision will be communicated to I&APs as per the regulatory requirements. 
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APPENDIX A – COMMUNICATION WITH THE LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES 
 

 2 June 2025 - Letter to municipalities. 

 19 June 2025 – Introductory virtual meeting: Representatives of GCS, Sibanye, and the 

Masilonyana Local Municipality met virtually to introduce the applications and outline 

the statutory PPP requirements. 

 23 June 2025 – letters to DMPR extension in timelines.  

 9 July 2025 – Follow-up face-to-face meeting:  At the request of the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality, GCS and Sibanye attended a meeting where GCS presented the PPP 

approach. The Municipality confirmed its willingness to assist in developing a PPP 

strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations. See prestation attached and 

memo of meeting held with Masilonyana Municipality on 17 July 2025. 

 14–30 July 2025 – Attempts to arrange online workshop: GCS attempted to convene an 

online workshop with the Municipality to jointly develop the PPP strategy. Despite 

several follow-up attempts, no response was received. 

 31 July 2025 – Submission of Draft SEP: In the absence of feedback, GCS prepared and 

submitted a Draft SEP requesting comments by 6 August 2025 to enable timely PPP 

implementation. No response was received despite follow-up effort. See email 

attached. 

 27 August 2025 - letters to DMPR extension in timelines. 

 8 August 2025 – Formal request for SEP review: Sibanye submitted a formal letter to 

the Municipality emphasising the importance of finalising the SEP and highlighting the 

regulatory implications of continued delays. No response was received. The letter 

from Sibanye sent to the municipality is attached. 

 18 August 2025 – Request for DMPR guidance: Sibanye submitted a formal letter to the 

Regional Manager of the DMPR outlining the challenges faced and requesting guidance. 

Attached the Sibanye letter 18 Aug 25 and the letter to the DMPR. 
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Our Reference 25-019 – Letter to Masilonyana Local Municipality 

2 June 2025 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Masilonyana Local Municipality 
319 Stateway,  
Welkom 
9460 
Attention: Stephen Makata 
 
Dear Sir 
 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE MINING 
RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received 
key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft (BEISA). In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 

 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited. 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 
 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the environmental authorisation applications in accordance with 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), and its associated 
regulations. As part of the public participation process, interested and affected parties must be 
notified of the proposed transaction and the associated environmental legislative requirements. 
 
In this regard, GCS plan to hold a Public Meeting on Thursday, 10 July 2025, at 17h00. We would 
appreciate your advice on whether this date and time are suitable. Furthermore, we kindly request 
your assistance to arrange a suitable municipal venue for this purpose. Your support in identifying an 
accessible and appropriate location for the event would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Should you wish to meet with us to further discuss the project or the planned public participation 
process, we would gladly make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. We look forward to engaging with the Municipality and working 
together to ensure a transparent and inclusive public participation process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

Ntando Khuzwayo 
Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 
Senior Technical Manager 

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by Paula 

Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.06.01 06:26:16 

+02'00'

Ntando 

Khuzwayo
Digitally signed by Ntando Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.06.01 14:05:32 +02'00'
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Our Reference Letter to Matjhabeng Local Municipality 

2 June 2025 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Matjhabeng Local Municipality 
319 Stateway 
Welkom 
9460 
Attention: Bheki Stofile 
 
Dear Sir 
 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE MINING 
RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received 
key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft (BEISA). In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 

 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited. 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 
 
Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the environmental authorisation applications in accordance with 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), and its associated 
regulations. As part of the public participation process, interested and affected parties must be 
notified of the proposed transaction and the associated environmental legislative requirements. 
 
In this regard, GCS plan to hold a Public Meeting on Wednesday, 9 July 2025, at 17h00. We would 
appreciate your advice on whether this date and time are suitable. Furthermore, we kindly request 
your assistance to arrange a suitable municipal venue for this purpose. Your support in identifying an 
accessible and appropriate location for the event would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Should you wish to meet with us to further discuss the project or the planned public participation 
process, we would gladly make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. We look forward to engaging with the Municipality and working 
together to ensure a transparent and inclusive public participation process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

Ntando Khuzwayo 
Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 
Senior Technical Manager 

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by Paula 

Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.06.01 

06:25:48 +02'00'

Ntando Khuzwayo
Digitally signed by Ntando 

Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.06.01 14:04:55 +02'00'
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Your Ref: FS 00093-MR/11 

 

23 June 2025 

 

Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

The Strip, 314 Stateway, 

Welkom 

9459 

Free State 

Attention: Tshifiwa Makhokha / Tuwani Monyai 

 

RE: WITS GOLD PROPRIETARY LIMITED SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 

10005 MR) - REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION IN TIMEFRAME IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3(7) 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

On behalf of Wits Gold Proprietary Limited (Wits Gold), GCS Water & Environmental Consultants (Pty) 

Ltd (GCS) submitted an application for Environmental Authorisation (EA) through a Basic Assessment 

(BA) process on 14 May 2025. The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR) accepted 

the application on 21 May 2025 and assigned reference number FS-00040-MR/11 to the project. 

In terms of Regulation 23(1) of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as 

amended), the applicant is required to submit the Final Basic Assessment Report (BAR) along with 

comments received from registered interested and affected parties (I&APs) and relevant organs of 

state, within 90 days of the DMPR's acceptance of the application. Accordingly, the Final BAR is 

currently due for submission by 19 August 2025. 

However, following the acceptance of the application, the Masilonyana Local Municipality requested 

a formal meeting between GCS, Wits Gold, the Mayor, and Ward Councillors, on the 2 July 2025, to 

review and adapt the public participation approach to ensure it meets the specific needs of the local 

communities. This unforeseen requirement for expanded consultation and engagement, which was 

not anticipated during the initial planning phase, has introduced delays that will impact GCS’s ability 

to meet the regulated submission deadline. 

In accordance with Regulation 3(7) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the DMPR may, prior 
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to the expiry of the prescribed period, grant a written extension if the scope of work needs to be 

expanded due to unforeseen circumstances or exceptional factors. GCS therefore respectfully submits 

a formal request, on behalf of Wits Gold, for a 60-day extension to the current deadline for submission 

of the Final BAR, thereby extending the deadline to 18 October 2025. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 

Ntando Khuzwayo 
Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 
Senior Technical Manager 

 

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by 

Paula Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.06.23 

10:44:01 +02'00'

Ntando Khuzwayo
Digitally signed by Ntando 

Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.06.23 10:47:15 +02'00'
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Your Ref: FS 00093-MR/102 

 

23 June 2025 

 

Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

The Strip, 314 Stateway, 

Welkom 

9459 

Free State 

Attention: Tshifiwa Makhokha / Tuwani Monyai 

 

RE: SIBANYE GOLD PROPRIETARY LIMITED BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 

MR) - REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION IN TIMEFRAME IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3(7) 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

On behalf of Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye), GCS Water & Environmental Consultants 

(Pty) Ltd (GCS) submitted an application for Environmental Authorisation (EA) through a Basic 

Assessment (BA) process on 14 May 2025. The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR) 

accepted the application on 21 May 2025 and assigned reference number FS-00093-MR/102 to the 

project. 

In terms of Regulation 23(1) of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as 

amended), the applicant is required to submit the Final Basic Assessment Report (BAR) along with 

comments received from registered interested and affected parties (I&APs) and relevant organs of 

state, within 90 days of the DMPR's acceptance of the application. Accordingly, the Final BAR is 

currently due for submission by 19 August 2025. 

However, following the acceptance of the application, the Masilonyana Local Municipality requested 

a formal meeting between GCS, Sibanye, the Mayor, and Ward Councillors, on the 2 July 2025, to 

review and adapt the public participation approach to ensure it meets the specific needs of the local 

communities. This unforeseen requirement for expanded consultation and engagement, which was 

not anticipated during the initial planning phase, has introduced delays that will impact GCS’s ability 

to meet the regulated submission deadline. 
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In accordance with Regulation 3(7) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended), the DMPR may, prior 

to the expiry of the prescribed period, grant a written extension if the scope of work needs to be 

expanded due to unforeseen circumstances or exceptional factors. GCS therefore respectfully submits 

a formal request, on behalf of Sibanye, for a 60-day extension to the current deadline for submission 

of the Final BAR, thereby extending the deadline to 18 October 2025. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 

Ntando Khuzwayo 
Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner 

Paula Tolksdorff 
Senior Technical Manager 

 

Ntando 

Khuzwayo

Digitally signed by Ntando 

Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.06.23 10:18:56 

+02'00'

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by 

Paula Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.06.23 

10:42:51 +02'00'
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1 Please refer to Appendix A for Meeting Attendance Register. 

To:1 • Evelyn Mekgwe (Sibanye)  

• Phenyo Rakhudu (Sibanye) 

• Letlhogonolo Mohosh (Sibanye) 

• Pinkie Mahlophe (MLM) 

• Herman Kotosa (MLM) 

• Lucky Tladi (MLM) 

• Mbuelo Fosi (MLM) 

• Zacharia Lilobe (MLM)  

• Grace Lebusho (MLM) 

• V.D Kobi (MLM)  

• Champion Mohapi (MLM) 

• Emphraim Mokaldise (MLM) 

• Sienah Brown (MLM) 

• Marieta Visser (MLM) 

• Paula Tolksdorff (GCS) 

• Jade Payne (GCS) 

  

Subject: Southern Free State (SOFS) / Beatrix – Neo Energy Transaction 
(Masilonyana Local Municipality Public Participation Meeting - 9 
July 2025) 
 

From: Ntando Khuzwayo (GCS) 

Date: 17 July 2025  
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Background 

A meeting was held with representatives of the Masilonyana Local Municipality (MLM) at the municipal 

chambers on 9 July 2025 to provide the municipality with an overview of the proposed project and to 

outline the statutory requirements for public participation in terms of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), promulgated under the National Environmental 

Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA). 

The objective of the engagement was to discuss and agree on an appropriate strategy for notifying 

and consulting with interested and affected parties in compliance with Regulation 41 of the EIA 

Regulations. Furthermore, the meeting sought the municipality’s guidance on suitable timelines and 

venues for conducting public meetings and on the placement of the draft Basic Assessment Report 

(BAR) for public review.  

Project Overview 

GCS presented an overview of the project, including the project description, its purpose, and the 

associated environmental and regulatory processes to be undertaken. The presentation outlined the 

steps required to enable Sibanye to complete the proposed transfer and consolidation of the Beatrix 

and SOFS mining rights in accordance with the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 

2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), and the environmental authorisation process as regulated by the 

NEMA and the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended). The presentation further emphasised the 

importance of stakeholder consultation and compliance with all statutory obligations to ensure that 

the transfer and consolidation processes are undertaken transparently and in accordance with good 

environmental governance principles. 

Open Discussion 

Following the presentation, the meeting was opened for a question-and-answer session during which 

representatives of the MLM raised several requests and suggestions relating to the PPP. 

The following points were noted: 

• Site notices are to be displayed at key public locations to maximise community awareness, 

specifically at the municipal offices, local libraries, local shops, and petrol stations. 

• The municipality’s official Facebook page is to be utilised as an additional platform to inform 

the community about the PPP and to provide updates regarding the project. 

• Local newspapers with reach across communities within the MLM area is to be used to 

advertise the project and to notify the public of the availability of the draft BAR for comment. 
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The Speaker of the House representing the MLM, facilitated further discussions with municipal 

representatives during which various issues were raised by the councillors, primarily relating to 

historical challenges and the current relationship between the municipality and Sibanye. 

The following key points were noted during the discussion: 

• The need for greater support for tertiary education and skills development initiatives to 

ensure that the youth of Masilonyana are equipped to access employment and procurement 

opportunities at Sibanye. 

• The alleged non-payment of municipal rates and taxes by Sibanye were highlighted. It was 

noted that this has contributed significantly to the deterioration of the relationship between 

Sibanye and the MLM. 

• Sibanye has invested in the development of other areas, such as the Eastern Cape (cited as 

an example where a school was developed), rather than prioritising funding for development 

projects within the MLM. 

• There is a general perception within local communities that Sibanye has not sufficiently 

invested in the development of the MLM area and that neighbouring communities are receiving 

preference with respect to social investment and local economic development initiatives. 

Sibanye Response  

Mr Letlhogonolo Mohosh, Unit Manager for Community Affairs at Sibanye Beatrix Mine, responded to 

the issues raised by the various councillors and representatives from the MLM. The following key points 

were noted: 

• Sibanye has undertaken several projects within the MLM, citing examples such as the road 

resurfacing project and the upgrade of the wastewater treatment plant. Sibanye had invested 

significant capital in these initiatives in line with its Social and Labour Plan (SLP) 

commitments for the period 2017 to 2022. 

• Communication and awareness regarding these projects and engagements with relevant 

community structures require improvement to ensure that the broader community is informed 

about both completed and planned projects 

• The projects currently planned as part of the new SLP under development was outlined. 

Sibanye is engaging various structures within the Masilonyana area to ensure meaningful 

consultation. Meetings will be held with different business forums and community structures 

to present proposed projects and to gather input and feedback from stakeholders in the 

municipality. 

Way Forward 

The following key outcomes as the way forward were noted: 
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• Sibanye will meet with the MLM Executive to address historical matters relating to the alleged 

non-payment of municipal rates and taxes. This meeting is scheduled for either 28 or 29 July. 

• Sibanye will meet with various community structures and business forums on 16 July to 

present the proposed projects that will form part of the current SLP under development. 

• Sibanye will circulate a report to the MLM detailing the projects which have been 

implemented within the Masilonyana community to date. 

• GCS will continue to plan and coordinate the public participation strategy for the project 

while engagements between Sibanye and the MLM proceed. It was agreed that the following 

MLM representatives will work with GCS towards the implementation of the PPP: 

o Ms Grace Lebusho. 

o MS V.D Kobi. 

o Mr Champ Mohaphi. 

GCS will continue to engage with the designated MLM representatives to develop a proposed strategy 

for implementing the PPP. However, final approval of the strategy will be subject to the conclusion 

of the ongoing discussions between Sibanye and the MLM.
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APPENDIX A - MEETING ATTENDANCE REGISTER  









Southern Free State (SOFS) / Beatrix – Neo 
Energy Transaction
Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited

Masilonyana Local Municipality
Date: 9 July 2025
Time: 10h00 – 11h30



Agenda 
Welcome and 
Introductions Existing Mining Rights 

Environmental 
Authorisation 
Process

Environmental Impact Assessment  
Regulations (Public Participation)) 

Open Discussion and 
Way forward

Proposed Public 
Participation Strategy 



Existing Mining 
Rights

Witwatersrand Consolidated 
Gold Resources (Wits Gold)
Mining Right FS 10005 MR

Sibanye Gold Limited (Sibanye 
Gold)
Mining Right FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR) 



Sibanye Gold Limited (Sibanye Gold)

The existing Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) is situated within the Free State Province, in the 
Magisterial Districts of Theunissen and Ventersburg. It is 
located approximately 25 km south of Virginia, within the 
jurisdiction of both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 
Municipalities.

Beatrix Mining Right comprises:
• Four Shafts (three operational and one on care and 

maintenance)
• Two Metallurgical Plants
• Four Tailings Storage Facilities (TSF)
• Five Surface Waste Rock Dumps (WRD)
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure



Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold)

The Southern Free State (SOFS)  existing Mining Right (FS 
10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of 
Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. The Mining Right is 
located approximately 6 km south of Virginia, within the 
jurisdiction of both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 
Municipalities.

Currently no mining taking place, however the following has 
been approved:
• Shafts
• Metallurgical Plant
• TSF
• WRDs
• Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Dams
• Sewerage Treatment Plant
• Supporting Infrastructure



Project Overview

SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR)

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)



Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR), will the n be 
transferred to Neo Energy, which includes:
• No. 4 Shaft
• No. 4 Metallurgical Plant
• Associated TSF and WRD
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure



SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR)

Operational Mining Activities (from Beatrix): 
• Three Shafts (operational)
• Metallurgical Plant
• Associated TSF and WRD
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure

Authorised Mining Activities (from SOFS):
• Shafts
• Metallurgical Plant
• TSF
• WRDs
• Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Dams
• Sewerage Treatment Plant
• Supporting Infrastructure



Environmental 
Authorisation 

Process

The project does not involve any 
modifications to the current mining 

operations or associated 
infrastructure. All mining activities 

and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised, 

with no changes to the scope, 
methods, or physical structures on 

site.

National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (NEMA)
• The Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations require that a Basic 
Assessment Application Process be 
undertaken should a Section 102 permit be 
required under the  Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, 2002 
(MPRDA).

• A Section 102 permit allows the holder of 
an existing right or permit to apply for an 
amendment when the scope or nature of 
the operation changes.



Environmental 
Impact 

Assessment  
Regulations

(Public 
Participation)

Public Participation Process (as per EIA Regulations)

• Identify Interested & Affected Persons (I&APs)
• Landowners, occupiers, authorities, communities, and any interested 

parties
• Notify I&APs

• Written notices, site notices, and newspaper adverts
• Place Notices

• Clear signs on site & local public points
• Provide Access

• Draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) must be available for 30 days for 
comment

• Record & Respond
• Capture all comments; compile a Comments & Response Report

• Engage Further
• Hold meetings if necessary (recommended for sensitive projects)

• Inform Outcome
• Notify all I&APs of the authority’s decision and the r ight to appeal



Proposed Public 
Participation 

Strategy 

Proposed Engagement Activities:

Announcement
• Newspaper Advertisement – Sowetan, Vista, Free State Sun and 

Masilonyana News
• Site Notices – Locations to be confirmed
• Background Information Document (emailed)
• Flyers (handed out)

Public Meeting
• Date: TBC
• Time: 14h00
• Venue: TBC

Availability of Reports
• Locations:

• Physical locations – for hard copy reports TBC
• Sibanye’s data free portal: 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 
• GCS Website: https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/



Discussion and Way Forward



Thank you
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has 

received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition 

of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is 

required to undertake the following actions: 

• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye 

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR renewal 

of FS 081 MR) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from 

Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner to manage the Environmental Authorisation (EA) 

applications in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the 

existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 

systems will continue as previously authorised. 

1.1 Location 

The existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) is located within the Free State 

Magisterial Districts of Ventersburg, Theunissen, and Winburg. It lies approximately 6 

kilometres south of Virginia, within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. Similarly, the existing 

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR, previously FS 081 MR), held by Sibanye Gold, is situated 

in the Magisterial Districts of Theunissen and Ventersburg, approximately 25 kilometres south 

of Virginia, also within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 

1.2 Applications for Environmental Authorisation 

1.2.1 Southern Free State Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 

This application for EA by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises the consolidation of a 

portion of Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. The 

listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 1 (GN R 983), 

which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) that requires 

an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA). 
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1.2.2 Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye 

Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 

10005 MR). The listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 

1 (GN R 983), which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) 

that requires an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA).The 

Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) will thereafter only contain the 

following infrastructure: 

• Beatrix 4 Shaft. 

• Metallurgical Plant. 

• Tailings Storage Facility (TSF). 

• Waste Rock Dump. 

• Waste Water Treatment Works. 

• Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 

2 PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 

Public consultation is required for the proposed application process towards the consolidation 

and transfer of the Mining Rights. This public participation plan has been compiled in 

accordance with the requirements for the undertaking of a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

as contemplated in terms of National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998, (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA, 1998) and Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 of 4 December 2014, as 

amended) (EIA Regulations, 2014). The plan details how the identification and method of 

consultation with the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be undertaken in 

accordance with regulation 41(2)(a) to (d) of the EIA Regulations. 

The development of this plan follows a meeting which was held with the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality on 9 July 2025 in terms of the proposed applications and the best way forward 

to provide opportunities for public participation in these applications. 

3 PROPOSED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The main objectives of the PPP are to: 

• Identify key stakeholders (i.e., NGOs, municipalities, government departments, 

traditional authorities) and I&APs (i.e., surrounding businesses, residents, community 

members, landowners, interested members of the public). 
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• Inform key stakeholders and I&APs about the project and the assessment process. 

• Establish lines of communication between I&APs and the project team to consider 

potentially contentious issues. 

• Provide opportunity to all parties to exchange information and express their views 

and raise issues and concerns relating to the proposed project. 

• Obtain contributions of I&APs and ensure that issues, concerns and queries raised are 

documented and considered as part of the assessment process. 

3.1 Stakeholder and Interested & Affected Party (I&AP) Database 

Existing stakeholder and I&AP databases will be sourced for review and updating. The 

following sectors of society will be included within the database which will be used to notify 

stakeholders of these applications: 

• National, provincial (Free State) and local government (Matjhabeng Local 

Municipality, Masiilonyana Local Municipality and Lejweleputswa District 

Municipality) and tribal authorities. 

• Landowners and neighboring landowners. 

• Agriculture, water bodies and farmers’ organisations. 

• National and local media. 

• Neighboring industry and mining, business and commerce 

• Conservation and environmental bodies, both as authorities and Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs). 

• Community representatives, Community-Based Organization (CBOs), development 

bodies.  

• Representatives for disadvantaged people, women and youth. 

3.2 Competent Authority Consultation  

A pre-application consultation meeting was held with the Department of Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources (DMPR) in order to determine the correct application process to be 

followed, confirm listed activities to be applied for, the DMPR’s initial concerns, and 

confirmation of specialist investigations required in support of the applications. DMPR as the 

Competent Authority (CA) will be continuously consulted during the various stages of the 

application process. For further amendment applications, the various competent authorities 

will be consulted. 
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3.3 Project Announcement and review of the Draft Basic Assessment reports 

The first step of this phase follows global best practice by informing I&APs of the proposed 

project and inviting them to register as interested and affected parties. The second step will 

entail the review of the draft reports and soliciting comments for consideration in the 

finalisation of the reports. The following tasks are envisaged: 

• Background Information Document (BID): (Available for distribution by 29 August 2025). 

A BID will be compiled which will provide a summary of the proposed project and the 

process to be undertaken. The BID will be circulated to all identified I&APs as per the 

I&AP database. The BID will be available in English and Sesotho. 

• Advertisements: (Placement by 1 September 2025). Advertisements as per regulation 

41(2)(c) and 41(3) of the EIA Regulations will be placed in national and local newspapers, 

informing the public of the project and the availability of the Draft Basic Assessment 

Reports for public review for 30 days. Advertisements will be published in English and 

Sesotho in the Sowetan, Free State Sun and Masilonyana News newspapers.  

• Site Notices: (Placed by XXX August 2025). Site Notices as per regulation 41(2)(a), 41(3) 

and (4) of the EIA Regulations will be placed at pertinent locations around the site. 

Notices will be published in English and Sesotho. Twenty site notices will be placed in 

the project area. 

• Written Notice: (Distributed via email by 29 August 2025). Written notice as per 

regulation 41(2)(b) of the EIA Regulations, in the form of emails will be sent to all I&APs 

on the database which include landowners, residents, municipal councillors, organs of 

state and any other party required by the CA. Notices in the form of pamphlets will be 

provided to all the residents on the properties which will be included in the amended 

Mining Right. 

• Placement of the Draft Basic Assessment Reports for review: (1 September to 1 October 

2025). The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be made available to I&APs, either 

electronically or hardcopy at publicly accessible locations (these will include public 

libraries).  

The reports will also be available electronically on GCS’s website, 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ and Sibanye’s data free portal, 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login . Hard copies will be placed at Meloding Public 

Library, Meloding Street, Virginia and Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden Circle. Soft 

copies can be made available on request. 

• Public Meetings: (Week of 15 September to 19 September 2025). Public meetings will 

be held to inform the I&APs of the planned project in more detail and to obtain comments 

and concerns to be addressed in the finalisation of the reports. The meetings will be held 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/
https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login
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at central locations in or near the project area. The public meetings will be held on XXX 

September 2025, 17h00 at (Venue).   

• Comment and Response Report (CRR): A CRR will be compiled, detailing as per 

requirements all the comments received and responses thereto. 

• Notification of submission of final reports and availability for comment: A notification 

will be sent to I&APs informing them of the submission of the final reports and the 

availability of these reports on the GCS website (16 October 2025). 

 

Please refer to Appendix A for a detailed Public Participation Plan Matrix , Figure 3-1 

illustrates the Public Participation Process to be undertaken.  

 

Figure 3-1:Project Announcement Public Participation Process 
 

3.4 Advising stakeholders of Authority Decision 

Registered I&APs will be advised in writing that the authorities' decisions are available, and 

copies offered for review. I&APs will be advised of the appeals procedure and will be thanked 

for their time and participation. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

This document outlines the proposed Public Participation Process to be undertaken for the 

project. It also sets out the division of roles and responsibilities between GCS and Sibanye to 

ensure that stakeholder engagement is conducted in accordance with the EIA Regulations and 

to the satisfaction of the DMRE. GCS will ensure that, should any uncertainty arise during the 

consultation process, the DMPR will be engaged and consulted to determine the most 

appropriate course of action. 
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APPENDIX A : PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN MATRIX
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Table 1: Public Participation Plan Matrix 

# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

A 
Competent Authority 

Consultation 

1 DMRE Pre-Application Meeting  

1.1 Set up Pre-Application Meeting  Sibanye & GCS 8 April 2025 

1.2 Distribute of Pre-Application Minutes of Meeting GCS  

2 Submission of Application Form and Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBARs)  

2.1 GCS receive final approval of the DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2.2 Finalise & package cover letter, Application Form and DBARs for submission 

Printing 

GCS 14 May 2025 

2.3 Submit Applications & DBARs to CA GCS 14 May 2025 

3 Confirm CA receipt of Application & DBARs DMRE  

4 Review and Final Sign-off on Final Basic Assessment Reports (FBAR) Sibanye  

5 Submission of FBARs  

5.1 Finalise and package cover letter & FBARs for submission GCS  

5.2 Submit FBARS to CA GCS  

B 
Interested and Affected Party 

Database 

1 I&AP Database  

1.1 Obtain I&AP Database for existing Mining Right Sibanye  

1.2 Update the I&AP list with new landowner information for this project GCS  

2 Identify Specific Stakeholders   

2.1 GCS nominate list of stakeholders circulate to Client for addition/approval GCS & Sibanye  

2.2 Client approves distribution list Sibanye  

3 Prepare and Send Notifications GCS  

3.1 Finalise Notification Letters and BID  GCS O1 June 2025 

3.2 Send email notifications  GCS  

3.3 Print Notification Flyers / Letters to Landowners and occupiers  Sibanye  

3.4 Distribution of the Notification flyers / Letters to landowners and occupiers in affected areas Sibanye  

4. Comments and Responses Report GCS  

B 
Placement of Newspaper 

Advert 

1 Determine Newspaper Advert content  

1.1 Compile draft advert for Client review & circulate 

Client review advert 

GCS & Sibanye 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate advert for Client approval 

Client review & approve advert content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise advert for newspaper placement  GCS  

2 Placement of advert  

2.1 Client to provide details of local newspaper to GCS  Sibanye 28 May 2025 

2.2 Send request to newspaper for the placement of advert GCS  

2.3 Receive and review proof, arrange payment and confirm placement  GCS  

2.4 Publication of advert GCS  

2.5 Receive and send advert tear sheet GCS  

C Placement of Site Notices 1 Determine Site Notice Content  
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# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

1.1 Compile draft Site Notice for Client review & circulate 

Client review Site Notice 

GCS 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate Site Notice for Client approval 

Client review & approves Site Notice content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise Site Notice for printing & placement GCS  

2 Printing of Site Notices  

 Send final templates to printers GCS  

 Receive printed notices from printers GCS  

3 Placement of Site Notices  

3.1 Confirmed locations to erect A2 site notices. GCS & Sibanye  

3.2 Erection of all site notices (proof of placement via dated photographs required) GCS  

3.3 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

D 
Placement of DBARs at Public 

Locations 

1 Receive final approval of DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2 Preparation for placement of DBARs at public venues  

2.1 Package & Print Public Location DBARs copies GCS  

2.2 Finalise the proposed venue(s) for the placement of the DBARs GCS & Sibanye  

2.3 Client confirm venues for placement of documents Sibanye  

3 Placement of DBARs  

3.1 Placement of DBARs at all approved venues (proof of placement via photographs required) GCS  

3.2 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

E Placement of BID & DBARs on 

GCS Website 

1 Upload final BID & DBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

F Community Meetings 

1 Secure services of Local Translator/Interpreter for the community Meeting Sibanye / GCS  

2 Secure Meeting Venues  

2.1 Confirm venues for Community Meeting: Sibanye   

2.2 Enquire regarding venue availability and make preliminary bookings Sibanye  

2.3 Confirm bookings 

Arrange payments (if required) 

Sibanye  

3 Develop display material  

3.1 Compile draft presentation GCS  

3.2 Client review draft presentation Sibanye  

3.3 Finalise Presentation  GCS  

4 Print copies of the presentation for distribution at the Community Meetings Sibanye  

4.1 Print Attendance Registers GCS  

4.2 Additions to Comments and Responses Reports GCS  

4.3 Approval of the CRRs Sibanye  

H Publishing of FBARs 1 Upload FBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

2 Compile and send notification to I&APs GCS  

I EA notification 1 Compile and send EA decision notification to I&APs GCS  
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GCS (Pty) Ltd.     Reg No:   2004/000765/07  Est. 1987 
Offices:      Johannesburg (Head Office) | Durban | Gaborone |  Maseru | Windhoek | Ostrava         
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Our Reference 25-019 – Letter to Masilonyana Local Municipality 

2 June 2025 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Masilonyana Local Municipality 
319 Stateway,  
Welkom 
9460 
Attention: Stephen Makata 
 
Dear Sir 
 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE MINING 
RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received 
key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft (BEISA). In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 

 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited. 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 
 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the environmental authorisation applications in accordance with 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), and its associated 
regulations. As part of the public participation process, interested and affected parties must be 
notified of the proposed transaction and the associated environmental legislative requirements. 
 
In this regard, GCS plan to hold a Public Meeting on Thursday, 10 July 2025, at 17h00. We would 
appreciate your advice on whether this date and time are suitable. Furthermore, we kindly request 
your assistance to arrange a suitable municipal venue for this purpose. Your support in identifying an 
accessible and appropriate location for the event would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Should you wish to meet with us to further discuss the project or the planned public participation 
process, we would gladly make the necessary arrangements. 
 
Thank you for considering this request. We look forward to engaging with the Municipality and working 
together to ensure a transparent and inclusive public participation process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 

Ntando Khuzwayo 
Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 
Senior Technical Manager 

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by Paula 

Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.06.01 06:26:16 

+02'00'

Ntando 

Khuzwayo
Digitally signed by Ntando Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.06.01 14:05:32 +02'00'
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Our Ref: 
 

25-0019 
 

Your Ref: FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) 

 

27 August 2025 

The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

The Strip 

314 Sateway, Welkom Central 

Welkom 

Attention: Nkateko Mhlarhi (nkateko.mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za) 

 

Dear Madam 

REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION IN TIMEFRAME IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3(7) THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS - BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (MR) FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), acting on behalf of Sibanye-Stillwater (Pty) Ltd 

(Sibanye), is undertaking statutory environmental authorisation application for the Beatrix Mining 

Right FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) 

In accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), 

promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), 

a Public Participation Process (PPP) is required to notify and consult with interested and affected 

parties. As part of this process, GCS has engaged with both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 

Municipalities. 

The Matjhabeng Local Municipality has actively participated in the process and provided feedback on 

the proposed PPP. Engagement with the Masilonyana Local Municipality, however, has proven 

challenging. A summary of engagements undertaken to date is set out below: 

• 19 June 2025 – Introductory virtual meeting: Representatives of GCS, Sibanye, and the 

Masilonyana Local Municipality met virtually to introduce the applications and outline the 

statutory PPP requirements. 

• 9 July 2025 – Follow-up face-to-face meeting: At the request of the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality, GCS and Sibanye attended a meeting where GCS presented the PPP approach. 

The Municipality confirmed its willingness to assist in developing a PPP strategy in line with 

Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations. 
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• 14–30 July 2025 – Attempts to arrange online workshop: GCS attempted to convene an online 

workshop with the Municipality to jointly develop the PPP strategy. Despite several follow-up 

attempts, no response was received. 

• 31 July 2025 – Submission of Draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP): In the absence of 

feedback, GCS prepared and submitted a Draft SEP (Appendix A) requesting comments by 6 

August 2025 to enable timely PPP implementation. No response was received despite follow-

up efforts. 

• 8 August 2025 – Formal request for SEP review: Sibanye submitted a formal letter (Appendix 

B) to the Municipality emphasising the importance of finalising the SEP and highlighting the 

regulatory implications of continued delays. No response was received. 

• 18 August 2025 – Request for DMPR guidance: Sibanye submitted a formal letter (Appendix C) 

to the Regional Manager of the DMPR outlining the challenges faced and requesting guidance. 

No response has been received to date. 

GCS and Sibanye have made consistent and documented efforts to engage both the Municipality and 

the DMPR to ensure that the PPP is procedurally fair, transparent, and compliant with the EIA 

Regulations. However, to safeguard against the statutory timeframe lapsing while these matters 

remain unresolved, and to ensure that the Final BAR reflects a comprehensive and transparent PPP, 

GCS hereby respectfully requests a further extension of three (3) months, until 16 January 2026. 

We trust that this request will be considered favourably in light of the exceptional circumstances 

described above and the proactive measures undertaken by GCS and Sibanye to comply fully with the 

applicable regulatory requirements. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

  

Ntando Khuzwayo 

Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 

Senior Technical Manager 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ntando 

Khuzwayo

Digitally signed by Ntando 

Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.08.27 14:31:39 

+02'00'

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by 

Paula Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.08.27 

14:37:23 +02'00'
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APPENDIX A: DRAFT STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PLAN
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has 

received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition 

of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is 

required to undertake the following actions: 

• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye 

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR renewal 

of FS 081 MR) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from 

Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner to manage the Environmental Authorisation (EA) 

applications in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the 

existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 

systems will continue as previously authorised. 

1.1 Location 

The existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) is located within the Free State 

Magisterial Districts of Ventersburg, Theunissen, and Winburg. It lies approximately 6 

kilometres south of Virginia, within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. Similarly, the existing 

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR, previously FS 081 MR), held by Sibanye Gold, is situated 

in the Magisterial Districts of Theunissen and Ventersburg, approximately 25 kilometres south 

of Virginia, also within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 

1.2 Applications for Environmental Authorisation 

1.2.1 Southern Free State Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 

This application for EA by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises the consolidation of a 

portion of Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. The 

listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 1 (GN R 983), 

which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) that requires 

an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA). 
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1.2.2 Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye 

Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 

10005 MR). The listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 

1 (GN R 983), which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) 

that requires an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA).The 

Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) will thereafter only contain the 

following infrastructure: 

• Beatrix 4 Shaft. 

• Metallurgical Plant. 

• Tailings Storage Facility (TSF). 

• Waste Rock Dump. 

• Waste Water Treatment Works. 

• Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 

2 PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 

Public consultation is required for the proposed application process towards the consolidation 

and transfer of the Mining Rights. This public participation plan has been compiled in 

accordance with the requirements for the undertaking of a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

as contemplated in terms of National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998, (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA, 1998) and Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 of 4 December 2014, as 

amended) (EIA Regulations, 2014). The plan details how the identification and method of 

consultation with the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be undertaken in 

accordance with regulation 41(2)(a) to (d) of the EIA Regulations. 

The development of this plan follows a meeting which was held with the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality on 9 July 2025 in terms of the proposed applications and the best way forward 

to provide opportunities for public participation in these applications. 

3 PROPOSED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The main objectives of the PPP are to: 

• Identify key stakeholders (i.e., NGOs, municipalities, government departments, 

traditional authorities) and I&APs (i.e., surrounding businesses, residents, community 

members, landowners, interested members of the public). 
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• Inform key stakeholders and I&APs about the project and the assessment process. 

• Establish lines of communication between I&APs and the project team to consider 

potentially contentious issues. 

• Provide opportunity to all parties to exchange information and express their views 

and raise issues and concerns relating to the proposed project. 

• Obtain contributions of I&APs and ensure that issues, concerns and queries raised are 

documented and considered as part of the assessment process. 

3.1 Stakeholder and Interested & Affected Party (I&AP) Database 

Existing stakeholder and I&AP databases will be sourced for review and updating. The 

following sectors of society will be included within the database which will be used to notify 

stakeholders of these applications: 

• National, provincial (Free State) and local government (Matjhabeng Local 

Municipality, Masiilonyana Local Municipality and Lejweleputswa District 

Municipality) and tribal authorities. 

• Landowners and neighboring landowners. 

• Agriculture, water bodies and farmers’ organisations. 

• National and local media. 

• Neighboring industry and mining, business and commerce 

• Conservation and environmental bodies, both as authorities and Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs). 

• Community representatives, Community-Based Organization (CBOs), development 

bodies.  

• Representatives for disadvantaged people, women and youth. 

3.2 Competent Authority Consultation  

A pre-application consultation meeting was held with the Department of Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources (DMPR) in order to determine the correct application process to be 

followed, confirm listed activities to be applied for, the DMPR’s initial concerns, and 

confirmation of specialist investigations required in support of the applications. DMPR as the 

Competent Authority (CA) will be continuously consulted during the various stages of the 

application process. For further amendment applications, the various competent authorities 

will be consulted. 
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3.3 Project Announcement and review of the Draft Basic Assessment reports 

The first step of this phase follows global best practice by informing I&APs of the proposed 

project and inviting them to register as interested and affected parties. The second step will 

entail the review of the draft reports and soliciting comments for consideration in the 

finalisation of the reports. The following tasks are envisaged: 

• Background Information Document (BID): (Available for distribution by 29 August 2025). 

A BID will be compiled which will provide a summary of the proposed project and the 

process to be undertaken. The BID will be circulated to all identified I&APs as per the 

I&AP database. The BID will be available in English and Sesotho. 

• Advertisements: (Placement by 1 September 2025). Advertisements as per regulation 

41(2)(c) and 41(3) of the EIA Regulations will be placed in national and local newspapers, 

informing the public of the project and the availability of the Draft Basic Assessment 

Reports for public review for 30 days. Advertisements will be published in English and 

Sesotho in the Sowetan, Free State Sun and Masilonyana News newspapers.  

• Site Notices: (Placed by XXX August 2025). Site Notices as per regulation 41(2)(a), 41(3) 

and (4) of the EIA Regulations will be placed at pertinent locations around the site. 

Notices will be published in English and Sesotho. Twenty site notices will be placed in 

the project area. 

• Written Notice: (Distributed via email by 29 August 2025). Written notice as per 

regulation 41(2)(b) of the EIA Regulations, in the form of emails will be sent to all I&APs 

on the database which include landowners, residents, municipal councillors, organs of 

state and any other party required by the CA. Notices in the form of pamphlets will be 

provided to all the residents on the properties which will be included in the amended 

Mining Right. 

• Placement of the Draft Basic Assessment Reports for review: (1 September to 1 October 

2025). The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be made available to I&APs, either 

electronically or hardcopy at publicly accessible locations (these will include public 

libraries).  

The reports will also be available electronically on GCS’s website, 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ and Sibanye’s data free portal, 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login . Hard copies will be placed at Meloding Public 

Library, Meloding Street, Virginia and Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden Circle. Soft 

copies can be made available on request. 

• Public Meetings: (Week of 15 September to 19 September 2025). Public meetings will 

be held to inform the I&APs of the planned project in more detail and to obtain comments 

and concerns to be addressed in the finalisation of the reports. The meetings will be held 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/
https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login
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at central locations in or near the project area. The public meetings will be held on XXX 

September 2025, 17h00 at (Venue).   

• Comment and Response Report (CRR): A CRR will be compiled, detailing as per 

requirements all the comments received and responses thereto. 

• Notification of submission of final reports and availability for comment: A notification 

will be sent to I&APs informing them of the submission of the final reports and the 

availability of these reports on the GCS website (16 October 2025). 

 

Please refer to Appendix A for a detailed Public Participation Plan Matrix , Figure 3-1 

illustrates the Public Participation Process to be undertaken.  

 

Figure 3-1:Project Announcement Public Participation Process 
 

3.4 Advising stakeholders of Authority Decision 

Registered I&APs will be advised in writing that the authorities' decisions are available, and 

copies offered for review. I&APs will be advised of the appeals procedure and will be thanked 

for their time and participation. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

This document outlines the proposed Public Participation Process to be undertaken for the 

project. It also sets out the division of roles and responsibilities between GCS and Sibanye to 

ensure that stakeholder engagement is conducted in accordance with the EIA Regulations and 

to the satisfaction of the DMRE. GCS will ensure that, should any uncertainty arise during the 

consultation process, the DMPR will be engaged and consulted to determine the most 

appropriate course of action. 
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APPENDIX A : PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN MATRIX
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Table 1: Public Participation Plan Matrix 

# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

A 
Competent Authority 

Consultation 

1 DMRE Pre-Application Meeting  

1.1 Set up Pre-Application Meeting  Sibanye & GCS 8 April 2025 

1.2 Distribute of Pre-Application Minutes of Meeting GCS  

2 Submission of Application Form and Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBARs)  

2.1 GCS receive final approval of the DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2.2 Finalise & package cover letter, Application Form and DBARs for submission 

Printing 

GCS 14 May 2025 

2.3 Submit Applications & DBARs to CA GCS 14 May 2025 

3 Confirm CA receipt of Application & DBARs DMRE  

4 Review and Final Sign-off on Final Basic Assessment Reports (FBAR) Sibanye  

5 Submission of FBARs  

5.1 Finalise and package cover letter & FBARs for submission GCS  

5.2 Submit FBARS to CA GCS  

B 
Interested and Affected Party 

Database 

1 I&AP Database  

1.1 Obtain I&AP Database for existing Mining Right Sibanye  

1.2 Update the I&AP list with new landowner information for this project GCS  

2 Identify Specific Stakeholders   

2.1 GCS nominate list of stakeholders circulate to Client for addition/approval GCS & Sibanye  

2.2 Client approves distribution list Sibanye  

3 Prepare and Send Notifications GCS  

3.1 Finalise Notification Letters and BID  GCS O1 June 2025 

3.2 Send email notifications  GCS  

3.3 Print Notification Flyers / Letters to Landowners and occupiers  Sibanye  

3.4 Distribution of the Notification flyers / Letters to landowners and occupiers in affected areas Sibanye  

4. Comments and Responses Report GCS  

B 
Placement of Newspaper 

Advert 

1 Determine Newspaper Advert content  

1.1 Compile draft advert for Client review & circulate 

Client review advert 

GCS & Sibanye 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate advert for Client approval 

Client review & approve advert content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise advert for newspaper placement  GCS  

2 Placement of advert  

2.1 Client to provide details of local newspaper to GCS  Sibanye 28 May 2025 

2.2 Send request to newspaper for the placement of advert GCS  

2.3 Receive and review proof, arrange payment and confirm placement  GCS  

2.4 Publication of advert GCS  

2.5 Receive and send advert tear sheet GCS  

C Placement of Site Notices 1 Determine Site Notice Content  
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# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

1.1 Compile draft Site Notice for Client review & circulate 

Client review Site Notice 

GCS 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate Site Notice for Client approval 

Client review & approves Site Notice content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise Site Notice for printing & placement GCS  

2 Printing of Site Notices  

 Send final templates to printers GCS  

 Receive printed notices from printers GCS  

3 Placement of Site Notices  

3.1 Confirmed locations to erect A2 site notices. GCS & Sibanye  

3.2 Erection of all site notices (proof of placement via dated photographs required) GCS  

3.3 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

D 
Placement of DBARs at Public 

Locations 

1 Receive final approval of DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2 Preparation for placement of DBARs at public venues  

2.1 Package & Print Public Location DBARs copies GCS  

2.2 Finalise the proposed venue(s) for the placement of the DBARs GCS & Sibanye  

2.3 Client confirm venues for placement of documents Sibanye  

3 Placement of DBARs  

3.1 Placement of DBARs at all approved venues (proof of placement via photographs required) GCS  

3.2 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

E Placement of BID & DBARs on 

GCS Website 

1 Upload final BID & DBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

F Community Meetings 

1 Secure services of Local Translator/Interpreter for the community Meeting Sibanye / GCS  

2 Secure Meeting Venues  

2.1 Confirm venues for Community Meeting: Sibanye   

2.2 Enquire regarding venue availability and make preliminary bookings Sibanye  

2.3 Confirm bookings 

Arrange payments (if required) 

Sibanye  

3 Develop display material  

3.1 Compile draft presentation GCS  

3.2 Client review draft presentation Sibanye  

3.3 Finalise Presentation  GCS  

4 Print copies of the presentation for distribution at the Community Meetings Sibanye  

4.1 Print Attendance Registers GCS  

4.2 Additions to Comments and Responses Reports GCS  

4.3 Approval of the CRRs Sibanye  

H Publishing of FBARs 1 Upload FBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

2 Compile and send notification to I&APs GCS  

I EA notification 1 Compile and send EA decision notification to I&APs GCS  
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APPENDIX B: LETTER FROM SIBANYE TO MASILONYANA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sibanye Stillwater Limited 

Reg. 2014/243852/06 

 
Registered Address: 

Constantia Office Park 
Bridgeview House � Building 11 � Ground Floor 

Cnr 14th Avenue & Hendrik Potgieter Road 
Weltevreden Park � 1709 

 
Postal Address: 

Private Bag X5 � Westonaria � 1780 
 

Tel +27 11 278 9600 � Fax +27 11 278 9863 
 

www.sibanyestillwater.com 
 

Directors: Vincent Maphai* (Chairman) Neal Froneman (CEO) Charl Keyter (CFO) Timothy Cumming* Savannah Danson* 
Elaine Dorward-King * Harry Kenyon-Slaney* Rick Menell* Nkosemntu Nika* Keith Rayner* Sue van der Merwe*  

Jerry Vilakazi*   Sindiswa Zilwa*   
 

Lerato Matlosa (Corporate Secretary) (* Independent Non-Executive)  

 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Masilonyana Local Municipality 
47 Le Roux Street 
Theunissen 
9410 
Attention: Pinkie Mahlophe 
 

                             08 August 2025 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 

APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE 

MINING RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

On 19 June 2025, a virtual meeting was held between GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), 

Sibanye-Stillwater (Pty) Ltd (Sibanye), and representatives of the Masilonyana Local Municipality (MLM) to 

introduce the above-mentioned applications and provide an overview of the statutory public participation 

process (PPP) requirements, as outlined in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 

(as amended), promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 

(NEMA). 

At MLM�s request, a follow-up face-to-face meeting took place on 9 July 2025, during which a formal 

presentation was delivered to MLM officials. This session enabled more in-depth engagement on the 

proposed approach to the PPP. During the meeting, MLM expressed its willingness to support GCS and 

Sibanye in formulating a PPP strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, which governs 

the procedures for notifying and consulting with interested and affected parties. 

Following this engagement, GCS attempted to arrange an online workshop with MLM to jointly develop the 

PPP strategy. Despite these efforts, no response was received. In the absence of feedback, GCS proceeded 

to draft a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, which was submitted to MLM via email on 31 July 2025, with a 



  

request for written comments by 6 August 2025, to facilitate timely coordination and implementation of the 

PPP. 

It is important to highlight that the EIA Regulations, 2014 place binding obligations on both the applicant and 

the Environmental Assessment Practitioner to ensure that environmental authorisation applications are 

conducted within prescribed statutory timeframes. To accommodate MLM�s participation, GCS and Sibanye 

previously requested and were granted an extension by the Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

(DMPR). However, should MLM not provide the required input within the extended timeframe, the extension 

will lapse, and the application process may need to be restarted in its entirety. While a further extension may 

be applied for, there is no certainty that the DMPR will grant it. 

In addition, we are required to consult meaningfully with mine communities and interested and affected 

persons, as described in the Amended Regulations in terms of the public participation process prescribed in 

the EIA Regulations to conclude the two Social and Labour Plans. 

As you are aware, on or about 6 December 2024, Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (SGL) concluded an 

agreement with the Neo Energy Metals plc and Neo Uranium Resources Beisa Mine Proprietary Limited (Neo 

Energy Group) (among others) Group in terms of which SGL agreed to sell its Beatrix 4 shaft (including the 

Beisa uranium project area), located within the mining right held by SGL under DMRE reference number: 

FS30/5/1/2/2/10047 MR, to the Neo Energy Group (the Project).  In order to facilitate completion of the 

Project, various regulatory approvals are required from the DMPR. A failure to meet the regulated timeframes 

and secure the necessary Environmental Authorisations will significantly compromise the overall objective of 

the Project (namely, to obtain the legal approvals required for operations under the Southern Free State 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) and the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR / FS 081 MR)). Such a delay or 

lapse could adversely affect not only the Project�s timeline but also its broader socio-economic benefits. 

Should the Project be postponed or halted due to regulatory delays, there would be direct implications for 

local economic development, particularly in the form of lost employment opportunities for communities within 

the MLM and surrounding regions. These mining operations are expected to contribute meaningfully to the 

regional economy; both through direct job creation and through indirect opportunities across supporting 

industries, such as transportation, maintenance, services, and supply chain networks. The Project also 

presents opportunities for local enterprise development and infrastructure investment, further reinforcing its 

strategic value. 

Given the above, we respectfully urge MLM to review and comment on the draft Stakeholder Engagement 

Plan by no later than Monday, 11 August 2025. Your feedback is essential to ensuring that the PPP proceeds 

in a legally compliant and inclusive manner, and that the environmental authorisation process remains on 

track. Continued collaboration between GCS, Sibanye, and MLM is vital to the success of the project and its 

potential to contribute to long-term regional development. 



  

Should you require any further information or clarification regarding the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

or the broader authorisation process, please do not hesitate to contact us. We remain fully committed to 

working together to ensure that the PPP reflects the interests and needs of all stakeholders. 

 

Your sincerely, 

 

----------------------------------------- 

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-08 10:14:08 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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APPENDIX C: LETTER FROM SIBANYE TO DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND PETROLUEM RESOURCES 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sibanye Stillwater Limited 

Reg. 2014/243852/06 

 
Registered Address: 

Constantia Office Park 
Bridgeview House � Building 11 � Ground Floor 

Cnr 14th Avenue & Hendrik Potgieter Road 
Weltevreden Park � 1709 

 
Postal Address: 

Private Bag X5 � Westonaria � 1780 
 

Tel +27 11 278 9600 � Fax +27 11 278 9863 
 

www.sibanyestillwater.com 
 

Directors: Vincent Maphai* (Chairman) Neal Froneman (CEO) Charl Keyter (CFO) Timothy Cumming* Savannah Danson* 
Elaine Dorward-King * Harry Kenyon-Slaney* Rick Menell* Nkosemntu Nika* Keith Rayner* Sue van der Merwe*  

Jerry Vilakazi*   Sindiswa Zilwa*   
 

Lerato Matlosa (Corporate Secretary) (* Independent Non-Executive)  

 
 
 
The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
The Strip 
314 Stateway, Welkom Central 
Welkom 
9459 
 
Attention: The Regional Manager - Ms Kalipa Kewuti (Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za) 
 
CC: Tshifhiwa Makhokha (Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za) 
Nkateko Mhlarhi (Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za) 
 
 
   18 August 2025 
 

 
 
Dear Madam 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR AMENDMENT OF MINING RIGHTS HELD BY WITWATERSRAND CONSOLIDATED GOLD RESOURCES 

(PTY) LTD (�WITS GOLD�) AND SIBANYE GOLD (PTY) LTD (�SGL�) UNDER DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND 

PETROLEUM RESOURCES (�DMPR�) REFERENCE NUMBERS: FS 10005 MR (�SOFS MR�) AND FS 10047 MR (�BEATRIX 

MR�) 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), acting on behalf of Sibanye-Stillwater Ltd (�SSW�), is undertaking 

statutory environmental authorisation amendment applications for the SOFS MR held by Wits Gold and the Beatrix MR 

held by SGL, both subsidiary entities of SSW. 

In accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), promulgated under 

the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

is required to notify and consult with interested and affected parties. As part of this process, GCS engaged with the 

Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities on a Public Participation Strategy. 

While Matjhabeng Local Municipality has accepted GCS�s proposed approach to the PPP, Masilonyana Local 

Municipality is yet to provide feedback on the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP) (attached as Appendix A). 

This delays the initiation of the PPP and affects our ability to comply with the statutory timeframes for the 

mailto:Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za


  

environmental authorisation process. Notwithstanding, we are still engaging the Masilonyana Local Municipality to 

find consensus on the SEP. A summary of the engagements to date is shown in Appendix C. 

We accordingly highlight this delay to your office, and request guidance on whether the PPP, made up of a single 

public meeting in Matjhabeng will be sufficient at this stage. In parallel, alternative notification methods will be 

implemented in both municipalities, thereby complying with the requirements of regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations 

such as: 

• Placement of newspaper advertisements. 

• Display of site notices in key community locations; and 

• Placement of hard copies of the reports in publicly accessible venues (e.g., libraries). 

This approach would enable the process to move forward in line with the EIA Regulations, 2014, while we await a 

response from the Masilonyana Local Municipality. 

Given the socio-economic importance of these projects and the regulatory timelines, we seek your urgent advice on 

whether we may proceed as proposed. In addition, we are required to engage meaningfully with mine communities 

and with interested and affected persons, as outlined in the Amended Regulations and in accordance with the public 

participation process prescribed in the EIA Regulations, in order to finalise the two Social and Labour Plans (SLPs). 

We submitted the SLPs without the Local Economic Development (LED) projects but included the thematic areas and 

indicated that the projects would be finalised upon the conclusion of stakeholder engagement. Consequently, the 

prevailing challenges will affect the finalisation of the Sec102 -LED amendment for 2017�2021 as well as the new 

2022�2026 cycle. 

We trust this summary provides sufficient clarity on the situation at hand and look forward to your prompt guidance 

on the remedy we propose. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 -------------------------------------                           

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

 

 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-18 14:20:03 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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27 August 2025 

The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

The Strip 

314 Sateway, Welkom Central 

Welkom 

Attention: Tshifhiwa Makhokha (Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za) 

 

REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION IN TIMEFRAME IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3(7) THE ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS - SOUTHERN FREE STATE MINING RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) 

Dear Madam 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), acting on behalf of Sibanye-Stillwater (Pty) Ltd 

(Sibanye), is undertaking statutory environmental authorisation application for the Southern Free 

State Mining Right (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR). 

In accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), 

promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), 

a Public Participation Process (PPP) is required to notify and consult with interested and affected 

parties. As part of this process, GCS has engaged with both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 

Municipalities. 

The Matjhabeng Local Municipality has actively participated in the process and provided feedback on 

the proposed PPP. Engagement with the Masilonyana Local Municipality, however, has proven 

challenging. A summary of engagements undertaken to date is set out below: 

• 19 June 2025 – Introductory virtual meeting: Representatives of GCS, Sibanye, and the 

Masilonyana Local Municipality met virtually to introduce the applications and outline the 

statutory PPP requirements. 

• 9 July 2025 – Follow-up face-to-face meeting: At the request of the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality, GCS and Sibanye attended a meeting where GCS presented the PPP approach. 

The Municipality confirmed its willingness to assist in developing a PPP strategy in line with 

Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations. 

• 14–30 July 2025 – Attempts to arrange online workshop: GCS attempted to convene an online 
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workshop with the Municipality to jointly develop the PPP strategy. Despite several follow-up 

attempts, no response was received. 

• 31 July 2025 – Submission of Draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP): In the absence of 

feedback, GCS prepared and submitted a Draft SEP (Appendix A) requesting comments by 6 

August 2025 to enable timely PPP implementation. No response was received despite follow-

up efforts. 

• 8 August 2025 – Formal request for SEP review: Sibanye submitted a formal letter (Appendix 

B) to the Municipality emphasising the importance of finalising the SEP and highlighting the 

regulatory implications of continued delays. No response was received. 

• 18 August 2025 – Request for DMPR guidance: Sibanye submitted a formal letter (Appendix C) 

to the Regional Manager of the DMPR outlining the challenges faced and requesting guidance. 

No response has been received to date. 

GCS and Sibanye have made consistent and documented efforts to engage both the Municipality and 

the DMPR to ensure that the PPP is procedurally fair, transparent, and compliant with the EIA 

Regulations. However, to safeguard against the statutory timeframe lapsing while these matters 

remain unresolved, and to ensure that the Final BAR reflects a comprehensive and transparent PPP, 

GCS hereby respectfully requests a further extension of three (3) months, until 16 January 2026. 

We trust that this request will be considered favourably in light of the exceptional circumstances 

described above and the proactive measures undertaken by GCS and Sibanye to comply fully with the 

applicable regulatory requirements. 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

  

Ntando Khuzwayo 

Senior Environmental Assessment Practitioner  

Paula Tolksdorff 

Senior Technical Manager 

 

Ntando 

Khuzwayo

Digitally signed by Ntando 

Khuzwayo 

Date: 2025.08.27 14:33:32 

+02'00'

Paula 

Tolksdorff

Digitally signed by 

Paula Tolksdorff 

Date: 2025.08.27 

14:38:13 +02'00'
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APPENDIX A: DRAFT STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT PLAN
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1 INTRODUCTION 

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has 

received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition 

of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is 

required to undertake the following actions: 

• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye 

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR renewal 

of FS 081 MR) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from 

Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner to manage the Environmental Authorisation (EA) 

applications in accordance with the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the 

existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 

systems will continue as previously authorised. 

1.1 Location 

The existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) is located within the Free State 

Magisterial Districts of Ventersburg, Theunissen, and Winburg. It lies approximately 6 

kilometres south of Virginia, within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. Similarly, the existing 

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR, previously FS 081 MR), held by Sibanye Gold, is situated 

in the Magisterial Districts of Theunissen and Ventersburg, approximately 25 kilometres south 

of Virginia, also within the Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 

1.2 Applications for Environmental Authorisation 

1.2.1 Southern Free State Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 

This application for EA by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises the consolidation of a 

portion of Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. The 

listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 1 (GN R 983), 

which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) that requires 

an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA). 
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1.2.2 Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye 

Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 

10005 MR). The listed activity that triggers the need for a BA is Activity 21(d) of Listing Notice 

1 (GN R 983), which relates to any activity (including the continued operation of that activity) 

that requires an amendment or variation to a right or permit in terms of section 102 of the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA).The 

Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) will thereafter only contain the 

following infrastructure: 

• Beatrix 4 Shaft. 

• Metallurgical Plant. 

• Tailings Storage Facility (TSF). 

• Waste Rock Dump. 

• Waste Water Treatment Works. 

• Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 

2 PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 

Public consultation is required for the proposed application process towards the consolidation 

and transfer of the Mining Rights. This public participation plan has been compiled in 

accordance with the requirements for the undertaking of a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

as contemplated in terms of National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), 1998, (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (NEMA, 1998) and Chapter 6 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations, 2014 (Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 of 4 December 2014, as 

amended) (EIA Regulations, 2014). The plan details how the identification and method of 

consultation with the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be undertaken in 

accordance with regulation 41(2)(a) to (d) of the EIA Regulations. 

The development of this plan follows a meeting which was held with the Masilonyana Local 

Municipality on 9 July 2025 in terms of the proposed applications and the best way forward 

to provide opportunities for public participation in these applications. 

3 PROPOSED PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The main objectives of the PPP are to: 

• Identify key stakeholders (i.e., NGOs, municipalities, government departments, 

traditional authorities) and I&APs (i.e., surrounding businesses, residents, community 

members, landowners, interested members of the public). 
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• Inform key stakeholders and I&APs about the project and the assessment process. 

• Establish lines of communication between I&APs and the project team to consider 

potentially contentious issues. 

• Provide opportunity to all parties to exchange information and express their views 

and raise issues and concerns relating to the proposed project. 

• Obtain contributions of I&APs and ensure that issues, concerns and queries raised are 

documented and considered as part of the assessment process. 

3.1 Stakeholder and Interested & Affected Party (I&AP) Database 

Existing stakeholder and I&AP databases will be sourced for review and updating. The 

following sectors of society will be included within the database which will be used to notify 

stakeholders of these applications: 

• National, provincial (Free State) and local government (Matjhabeng Local 

Municipality, Masiilonyana Local Municipality and Lejweleputswa District 

Municipality) and tribal authorities. 

• Landowners and neighboring landowners. 

• Agriculture, water bodies and farmers’ organisations. 

• National and local media. 

• Neighboring industry and mining, business and commerce 

• Conservation and environmental bodies, both as authorities and Non-Governmental 

Organisations (NGOs). 

• Community representatives, Community-Based Organization (CBOs), development 

bodies.  

• Representatives for disadvantaged people, women and youth. 

3.2 Competent Authority Consultation  

A pre-application consultation meeting was held with the Department of Mineral and 

Petroleum Resources (DMPR) in order to determine the correct application process to be 

followed, confirm listed activities to be applied for, the DMPR’s initial concerns, and 

confirmation of specialist investigations required in support of the applications. DMPR as the 

Competent Authority (CA) will be continuously consulted during the various stages of the 

application process. For further amendment applications, the various competent authorities 

will be consulted. 
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3.3 Project Announcement and review of the Draft Basic Assessment reports 

The first step of this phase follows global best practice by informing I&APs of the proposed 

project and inviting them to register as interested and affected parties. The second step will 

entail the review of the draft reports and soliciting comments for consideration in the 

finalisation of the reports. The following tasks are envisaged: 

• Background Information Document (BID): (Available for distribution by 29 August 2025). 

A BID will be compiled which will provide a summary of the proposed project and the 

process to be undertaken. The BID will be circulated to all identified I&APs as per the 

I&AP database. The BID will be available in English and Sesotho. 

• Advertisements: (Placement by 1 September 2025). Advertisements as per regulation 

41(2)(c) and 41(3) of the EIA Regulations will be placed in national and local newspapers, 

informing the public of the project and the availability of the Draft Basic Assessment 

Reports for public review for 30 days. Advertisements will be published in English and 

Sesotho in the Sowetan, Free State Sun and Masilonyana News newspapers.  

• Site Notices: (Placed by XXX August 2025). Site Notices as per regulation 41(2)(a), 41(3) 

and (4) of the EIA Regulations will be placed at pertinent locations around the site. 

Notices will be published in English and Sesotho. Twenty site notices will be placed in 

the project area. 

• Written Notice: (Distributed via email by 29 August 2025). Written notice as per 

regulation 41(2)(b) of the EIA Regulations, in the form of emails will be sent to all I&APs 

on the database which include landowners, residents, municipal councillors, organs of 

state and any other party required by the CA. Notices in the form of pamphlets will be 

provided to all the residents on the properties which will be included in the amended 

Mining Right. 

• Placement of the Draft Basic Assessment Reports for review: (1 September to 1 October 

2025). The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be made available to I&APs, either 

electronically or hardcopy at publicly accessible locations (these will include public 

libraries).  

The reports will also be available electronically on GCS’s website, 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ and Sibanye’s data free portal, 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login . Hard copies will be placed at Meloding Public 

Library, Meloding Street, Virginia and Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden Circle. Soft 

copies can be made available on request. 

• Public Meetings: (Week of 15 September to 19 September 2025). Public meetings will 

be held to inform the I&APs of the planned project in more detail and to obtain comments 

and concerns to be addressed in the finalisation of the reports. The meetings will be held 

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/
https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login
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at central locations in or near the project area. The public meetings will be held on XXX 

September 2025, 17h00 at (Venue).   

• Comment and Response Report (CRR): A CRR will be compiled, detailing as per 

requirements all the comments received and responses thereto. 

• Notification of submission of final reports and availability for comment: A notification 

will be sent to I&APs informing them of the submission of the final reports and the 

availability of these reports on the GCS website (16 October 2025). 

 

Please refer to Appendix A for a detailed Public Participation Plan Matrix , Figure 3-1 

illustrates the Public Participation Process to be undertaken.  

 

Figure 3-1:Project Announcement Public Participation Process 
 

3.4 Advising stakeholders of Authority Decision 

Registered I&APs will be advised in writing that the authorities' decisions are available, and 

copies offered for review. I&APs will be advised of the appeals procedure and will be thanked 

for their time and participation. 
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4 CONCLUSION 

This document outlines the proposed Public Participation Process to be undertaken for the 

project. It also sets out the division of roles and responsibilities between GCS and Sibanye to 

ensure that stakeholder engagement is conducted in accordance with the EIA Regulations and 

to the satisfaction of the DMRE. GCS will ensure that, should any uncertainty arise during the 

consultation process, the DMPR will be engaged and consulted to determine the most 

appropriate course of action. 
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APPENDIX A : PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN MATRIX
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Table 1: Public Participation Plan Matrix 

# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

A 
Competent Authority 

Consultation 

1 DMRE Pre-Application Meeting  

1.1 Set up Pre-Application Meeting  Sibanye & GCS 8 April 2025 

1.2 Distribute of Pre-Application Minutes of Meeting GCS  

2 Submission of Application Form and Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBARs)  

2.1 GCS receive final approval of the DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2.2 Finalise & package cover letter, Application Form and DBARs for submission 

Printing 

GCS 14 May 2025 

2.3 Submit Applications & DBARs to CA GCS 14 May 2025 

3 Confirm CA receipt of Application & DBARs DMRE  

4 Review and Final Sign-off on Final Basic Assessment Reports (FBAR) Sibanye  

5 Submission of FBARs  

5.1 Finalise and package cover letter & FBARs for submission GCS  

5.2 Submit FBARS to CA GCS  

B 
Interested and Affected Party 

Database 

1 I&AP Database  

1.1 Obtain I&AP Database for existing Mining Right Sibanye  

1.2 Update the I&AP list with new landowner information for this project GCS  

2 Identify Specific Stakeholders   

2.1 GCS nominate list of stakeholders circulate to Client for addition/approval GCS & Sibanye  

2.2 Client approves distribution list Sibanye  

3 Prepare and Send Notifications GCS  

3.1 Finalise Notification Letters and BID  GCS O1 June 2025 

3.2 Send email notifications  GCS  

3.3 Print Notification Flyers / Letters to Landowners and occupiers  Sibanye  

3.4 Distribution of the Notification flyers / Letters to landowners and occupiers in affected areas Sibanye  

4. Comments and Responses Report GCS  

B 
Placement of Newspaper 

Advert 

1 Determine Newspaper Advert content  

1.1 Compile draft advert for Client review & circulate 

Client review advert 

GCS & Sibanye 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate advert for Client approval 

Client review & approve advert content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise advert for newspaper placement  GCS  

2 Placement of advert  

2.1 Client to provide details of local newspaper to GCS  Sibanye 28 May 2025 

2.2 Send request to newspaper for the placement of advert GCS  

2.3 Receive and review proof, arrange payment and confirm placement  GCS  

2.4 Publication of advert GCS  

2.5 Receive and send advert tear sheet GCS  

C Placement of Site Notices 1 Determine Site Notice Content  
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# Item Activity Responsibility Date 

1.1 Compile draft Site Notice for Client review & circulate 

Client review Site Notice 

GCS 29 May 2025 

1.2 Update & circulate Site Notice for Client approval 

Client review & approves Site Notice content 

GCS & Sibanye 01 June 2025 

1.3 Finalise Site Notice for printing & placement GCS  

2 Printing of Site Notices  

 Send final templates to printers GCS  

 Receive printed notices from printers GCS  

3 Placement of Site Notices  

3.1 Confirmed locations to erect A2 site notices. GCS & Sibanye  

3.2 Erection of all site notices (proof of placement via dated photographs required) GCS  

3.3 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

D 
Placement of DBARs at Public 

Locations 

1 Receive final approval of DBARs from Client Sibanye  

2 Preparation for placement of DBARs at public venues  

2.1 Package & Print Public Location DBARs copies GCS  

2.2 Finalise the proposed venue(s) for the placement of the DBARs GCS & Sibanye  

2.3 Client confirm venues for placement of documents Sibanye  

3 Placement of DBARs  

3.1 Placement of DBARs at all approved venues (proof of placement via photographs required) GCS  

3.2 Proof of placement emailed to EAP GCS  

E Placement of BID & DBARs on 

GCS Website 

1 Upload final BID & DBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

F Community Meetings 

1 Secure services of Local Translator/Interpreter for the community Meeting Sibanye / GCS  

2 Secure Meeting Venues  

2.1 Confirm venues for Community Meeting: Sibanye   

2.2 Enquire regarding venue availability and make preliminary bookings Sibanye  

2.3 Confirm bookings 

Arrange payments (if required) 

Sibanye  

3 Develop display material  

3.1 Compile draft presentation GCS  

3.2 Client review draft presentation Sibanye  

3.3 Finalise Presentation  GCS  

4 Print copies of the presentation for distribution at the Community Meetings Sibanye  

4.1 Print Attendance Registers GCS  

4.2 Additions to Comments and Responses Reports GCS  

4.3 Approval of the CRRs Sibanye  

H Publishing of FBARs 1 Upload FBARs onto GCS Website GCS  

2 Compile and send notification to I&APs GCS  

I EA notification 1 Compile and send EA decision notification to I&APs GCS  
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APPENDIX B: LETTER FROM SIBANYE TO MASILONYANA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sibanye Stillwater Limited 

Reg. 2014/243852/06 

 
Registered Address: 

Constantia Office Park 
Bridgeview House � Building 11 � Ground Floor 

Cnr 14th Avenue & Hendrik Potgieter Road 
Weltevreden Park � 1709 

 
Postal Address: 

Private Bag X5 � Westonaria � 1780 
 

Tel +27 11 278 9600 � Fax +27 11 278 9863 
 

www.sibanyestillwater.com 
 

Directors: Vincent Maphai* (Chairman) Neal Froneman (CEO) Charl Keyter (CFO) Timothy Cumming* Savannah Danson* 
Elaine Dorward-King * Harry Kenyon-Slaney* Rick Menell* Nkosemntu Nika* Keith Rayner* Sue van der Merwe*  

Jerry Vilakazi*   Sindiswa Zilwa*   
 

Lerato Matlosa (Corporate Secretary) (* Independent Non-Executive)  

 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Masilonyana Local Municipality 
47 Le Roux Street 
Theunissen 
9410 
Attention: Pinkie Mahlophe 
 

                             08 August 2025 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 

APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE 

MINING RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

On 19 June 2025, a virtual meeting was held between GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), 

Sibanye-Stillwater (Pty) Ltd (Sibanye), and representatives of the Masilonyana Local Municipality (MLM) to 

introduce the above-mentioned applications and provide an overview of the statutory public participation 

process (PPP) requirements, as outlined in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 

(as amended), promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 

(NEMA). 

At MLM�s request, a follow-up face-to-face meeting took place on 9 July 2025, during which a formal 

presentation was delivered to MLM officials. This session enabled more in-depth engagement on the 

proposed approach to the PPP. During the meeting, MLM expressed its willingness to support GCS and 

Sibanye in formulating a PPP strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, which governs 

the procedures for notifying and consulting with interested and affected parties. 

Following this engagement, GCS attempted to arrange an online workshop with MLM to jointly develop the 

PPP strategy. Despite these efforts, no response was received. In the absence of feedback, GCS proceeded 

to draft a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, which was submitted to MLM via email on 31 July 2025, with a 



  

request for written comments by 6 August 2025, to facilitate timely coordination and implementation of the 

PPP. 

It is important to highlight that the EIA Regulations, 2014 place binding obligations on both the applicant and 

the Environmental Assessment Practitioner to ensure that environmental authorisation applications are 

conducted within prescribed statutory timeframes. To accommodate MLM�s participation, GCS and Sibanye 

previously requested and were granted an extension by the Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

(DMPR). However, should MLM not provide the required input within the extended timeframe, the extension 

will lapse, and the application process may need to be restarted in its entirety. While a further extension may 

be applied for, there is no certainty that the DMPR will grant it. 

In addition, we are required to consult meaningfully with mine communities and interested and affected 

persons, as described in the Amended Regulations in terms of the public participation process prescribed in 

the EIA Regulations to conclude the two Social and Labour Plans. 

As you are aware, on or about 6 December 2024, Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (SGL) concluded an 

agreement with the Neo Energy Metals plc and Neo Uranium Resources Beisa Mine Proprietary Limited (Neo 

Energy Group) (among others) Group in terms of which SGL agreed to sell its Beatrix 4 shaft (including the 

Beisa uranium project area), located within the mining right held by SGL under DMRE reference number: 

FS30/5/1/2/2/10047 MR, to the Neo Energy Group (the Project).  In order to facilitate completion of the 

Project, various regulatory approvals are required from the DMPR. A failure to meet the regulated timeframes 

and secure the necessary Environmental Authorisations will significantly compromise the overall objective of 

the Project (namely, to obtain the legal approvals required for operations under the Southern Free State 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) and the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR / FS 081 MR)). Such a delay or 

lapse could adversely affect not only the Project�s timeline but also its broader socio-economic benefits. 

Should the Project be postponed or halted due to regulatory delays, there would be direct implications for 

local economic development, particularly in the form of lost employment opportunities for communities within 

the MLM and surrounding regions. These mining operations are expected to contribute meaningfully to the 

regional economy; both through direct job creation and through indirect opportunities across supporting 

industries, such as transportation, maintenance, services, and supply chain networks. The Project also 

presents opportunities for local enterprise development and infrastructure investment, further reinforcing its 

strategic value. 

Given the above, we respectfully urge MLM to review and comment on the draft Stakeholder Engagement 

Plan by no later than Monday, 11 August 2025. Your feedback is essential to ensuring that the PPP proceeds 

in a legally compliant and inclusive manner, and that the environmental authorisation process remains on 

track. Continued collaboration between GCS, Sibanye, and MLM is vital to the success of the project and its 

potential to contribute to long-term regional development. 



  

Should you require any further information or clarification regarding the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

or the broader authorisation process, please do not hesitate to contact us. We remain fully committed to 

working together to ensure that the PPP reflects the interests and needs of all stakeholders. 

 

Your sincerely, 

 

----------------------------------------- 

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-08 10:14:08 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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APPENDIX C: LETTER FROM SIBANYE TO DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND PETROLUEM RESOURCES 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Sibanye Stillwater Limited 

Reg. 2014/243852/06 

 
Registered Address: 

Constantia Office Park 
Bridgeview House � Building 11 � Ground Floor 

Cnr 14th Avenue & Hendrik Potgieter Road 
Weltevreden Park � 1709 

 
Postal Address: 

Private Bag X5 � Westonaria � 1780 
 

Tel +27 11 278 9600 � Fax +27 11 278 9863 
 

www.sibanyestillwater.com 
 

Directors: Vincent Maphai* (Chairman) Neal Froneman (CEO) Charl Keyter (CFO) Timothy Cumming* Savannah Danson* 
Elaine Dorward-King * Harry Kenyon-Slaney* Rick Menell* Nkosemntu Nika* Keith Rayner* Sue van der Merwe*  

Jerry Vilakazi*   Sindiswa Zilwa*   
 

Lerato Matlosa (Corporate Secretary) (* Independent Non-Executive)  

 
 
 
The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
The Strip 
314 Stateway, Welkom Central 
Welkom 
9459 
 
Attention: The Regional Manager - Ms Kalipa Kewuti (Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za) 
 
CC: Tshifhiwa Makhokha (Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za) 
Nkateko Mhlarhi (Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za) 
 
 
   18 August 2025 
 

 
 
Dear Madam 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR AMENDMENT OF MINING RIGHTS HELD BY WITWATERSRAND CONSOLIDATED GOLD RESOURCES 

(PTY) LTD (�WITS GOLD�) AND SIBANYE GOLD (PTY) LTD (�SGL�) UNDER DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND 

PETROLEUM RESOURCES (�DMPR�) REFERENCE NUMBERS: FS 10005 MR (�SOFS MR�) AND FS 10047 MR (�BEATRIX 

MR�) 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), acting on behalf of Sibanye-Stillwater Ltd (�SSW�), is undertaking 

statutory environmental authorisation amendment applications for the SOFS MR held by Wits Gold and the Beatrix MR 

held by SGL, both subsidiary entities of SSW. 

In accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), promulgated under 

the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

is required to notify and consult with interested and affected parties. As part of this process, GCS engaged with the 

Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities on a Public Participation Strategy. 

While Matjhabeng Local Municipality has accepted GCS�s proposed approach to the PPP, Masilonyana Local 

Municipality is yet to provide feedback on the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP) (attached as Appendix A). 

This delays the initiation of the PPP and affects our ability to comply with the statutory timeframes for the 

mailto:Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za


  

environmental authorisation process. Notwithstanding, we are still engaging the Masilonyana Local Municipality to 

find consensus on the SEP. A summary of the engagements to date is shown in Appendix C. 

We accordingly highlight this delay to your office, and request guidance on whether the PPP, made up of a single 

public meeting in Matjhabeng will be sufficient at this stage. In parallel, alternative notification methods will be 

implemented in both municipalities, thereby complying with the requirements of regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations 

such as: 

• Placement of newspaper advertisements. 

• Display of site notices in key community locations; and 

• Placement of hard copies of the reports in publicly accessible venues (e.g., libraries). 

This approach would enable the process to move forward in line with the EIA Regulations, 2014, while we await a 

response from the Masilonyana Local Municipality. 

Given the socio-economic importance of these projects and the regulatory timelines, we seek your urgent advice on 

whether we may proceed as proposed. In addition, we are required to engage meaningfully with mine communities 

and with interested and affected persons, as outlined in the Amended Regulations and in accordance with the public 

participation process prescribed in the EIA Regulations, in order to finalise the two Social and Labour Plans (SLPs). 

We submitted the SLPs without the Local Economic Development (LED) projects but included the thematic areas and 

indicated that the projects would be finalised upon the conclusion of stakeholder engagement. Consequently, the 

prevailing challenges will affect the finalisation of the Sec102 -LED amendment for 2017�2021 as well as the new 

2022�2026 cycle. 

We trust this summary provides sufficient clarity on the situation at hand and look forward to your prompt guidance 

on the remedy we propose. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 -------------------------------------                           

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

 

 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-18 14:20:03 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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www.sibanyestillwater.com 
 

Directors: Vincent Maphai* (Chairman) Neal Froneman (CEO) Charl Keyter (CFO) Timothy Cumming* Savannah Danson* 
Elaine Dorward-King * Harry Kenyon-Slaney* Rick Menell* Nkosemntu Nika* Keith Rayner* Sue van der Merwe*  

Jerry Vilakazi*   Sindiswa Zilwa*   
 

Lerato Matlosa (Corporate Secretary) (* Independent Non-Executive)  

 
 
Office of the Speaker 
Masilonyana Local Municipality 
47 Le Roux Street 
Theunissen 
9410 
Attention: Pinkie Mahlophe 
 

                             08 August 2025 
 
Dear Madam/Sir 
 

APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE 

MINING RIGHT (MR) (FS 10005 MR) AND THE BEATRIX MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

On 19 June 2025, a virtual meeting was held between GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), 

Sibanye-Stillwater (Pty) Ltd (Sibanye), and representatives of the Masilonyana Local Municipality (MLM) to 

introduce the above-mentioned applications and provide an overview of the statutory public participation 

process (PPP) requirements, as outlined in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 

(as amended), promulgated under the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 

(NEMA). 

At MLM�s request, a follow-up face-to-face meeting took place on 9 July 2025, during which a formal 

presentation was delivered to MLM officials. This session enabled more in-depth engagement on the 

proposed approach to the PPP. During the meeting, MLM expressed its willingness to support GCS and 

Sibanye in formulating a PPP strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, which governs 

the procedures for notifying and consulting with interested and affected parties. 

Following this engagement, GCS attempted to arrange an online workshop with MLM to jointly develop the 

PPP strategy. Despite these efforts, no response was received. In the absence of feedback, GCS proceeded 

to draft a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, which was submitted to MLM via email on 31 July 2025, with a 



  

request for written comments by 6 August 2025, to facilitate timely coordination and implementation of the 

PPP. 

It is important to highlight that the EIA Regulations, 2014 place binding obligations on both the applicant and 

the Environmental Assessment Practitioner to ensure that environmental authorisation applications are 

conducted within prescribed statutory timeframes. To accommodate MLM�s participation, GCS and Sibanye 

previously requested and were granted an extension by the Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 

(DMPR). However, should MLM not provide the required input within the extended timeframe, the extension 

will lapse, and the application process may need to be restarted in its entirety. While a further extension may 

be applied for, there is no certainty that the DMPR will grant it. 

In addition, we are required to consult meaningfully with mine communities and interested and affected 

persons, as described in the Amended Regulations in terms of the public participation process prescribed in 

the EIA Regulations to conclude the two Social and Labour Plans. 

As you are aware, on or about 6 December 2024, Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (SGL) concluded an 

agreement with the Neo Energy Metals plc and Neo Uranium Resources Beisa Mine Proprietary Limited (Neo 

Energy Group) (among others) Group in terms of which SGL agreed to sell its Beatrix 4 shaft (including the 

Beisa uranium project area), located within the mining right held by SGL under DMRE reference number: 

FS30/5/1/2/2/10047 MR, to the Neo Energy Group (the Project).  In order to facilitate completion of the 

Project, various regulatory approvals are required from the DMPR. A failure to meet the regulated timeframes 

and secure the necessary Environmental Authorisations will significantly compromise the overall objective of 

the Project (namely, to obtain the legal approvals required for operations under the Southern Free State 

Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) and the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR / FS 081 MR)). Such a delay or 

lapse could adversely affect not only the Project�s timeline but also its broader socio-economic benefits. 

Should the Project be postponed or halted due to regulatory delays, there would be direct implications for 

local economic development, particularly in the form of lost employment opportunities for communities within 

the MLM and surrounding regions. These mining operations are expected to contribute meaningfully to the 

regional economy; both through direct job creation and through indirect opportunities across supporting 

industries, such as transportation, maintenance, services, and supply chain networks. The Project also 

presents opportunities for local enterprise development and infrastructure investment, further reinforcing its 

strategic value. 

Given the above, we respectfully urge MLM to review and comment on the draft Stakeholder Engagement 

Plan by no later than Monday, 11 August 2025. Your feedback is essential to ensuring that the PPP proceeds 

in a legally compliant and inclusive manner, and that the environmental authorisation process remains on 

track. Continued collaboration between GCS, Sibanye, and MLM is vital to the success of the project and its 

potential to contribute to long-term regional development. 



  

Should you require any further information or clarification regarding the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan 

or the broader authorisation process, please do not hesitate to contact us. We remain fully committed to 

working together to ensure that the PPP reflects the interests and needs of all stakeholders. 

 

Your sincerely, 

 

----------------------------------------- 

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-08 10:14:08 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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The Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
The Strip 
314 Stateway, Welkom Central 
Welkom 
9459 
 
Attention: The Regional Manager - Ms Kalipa Kewuti (Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za) 
 
CC: Tshifhiwa Makhokha (Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za) 
Nkateko Mhlarhi (Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za) 
 
 
   18 August 2025 
 

 
 
Dear Madam 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR AMENDMENT OF MINING RIGHTS HELD BY WITWATERSRAND CONSOLIDATED GOLD RESOURCES 

(PTY) LTD (�WITS GOLD�) AND SIBANYE GOLD (PTY) LTD (�SGL�) UNDER DEPARTMENT OF MINERAL AND 

PETROLEUM RESOURCES (�DMPR�) REFERENCE NUMBERS: FS 10005 MR (�SOFS MR�) AND FS 10047 MR (�BEATRIX 

MR�) 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS), acting on behalf of Sibanye-Stillwater Ltd (�SSW�), is undertaking 

statutory environmental authorisation amendment applications for the SOFS MR held by Wits Gold and the Beatrix MR 

held by SGL, both subsidiary entities of SSW. 

In accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as amended), promulgated under 

the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA), a Public Participation Process (PPP) 

is required to notify and consult with interested and affected parties. As part of this process, GCS engaged with the 

Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities on a Public Participation Strategy. 

While Matjhabeng Local Municipality has accepted GCS�s proposed approach to the PPP, Masilonyana Local 

Municipality is yet to provide feedback on the draft Stakeholder Engagement Plan (SEP) (attached as Appendix A). 

This delays the initiation of the PPP and affects our ability to comply with the statutory timeframes for the 

mailto:Kalipa.Kewuti@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za
mailto:Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za


  

environmental authorisation process. Notwithstanding, we are still engaging the Masilonyana Local Municipality to 

find consensus on the SEP. A summary of the engagements to date is shown in Appendix C. 

We accordingly highlight this delay to your office, and request guidance on whether the PPP, made up of a single 

public meeting in Matjhabeng will be sufficient at this stage. In parallel, alternative notification methods will be 

implemented in both municipalities, thereby complying with the requirements of regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations 

such as: 

• Placement of newspaper advertisements. 

• Display of site notices in key community locations; and 

• Placement of hard copies of the reports in publicly accessible venues (e.g., libraries). 

This approach would enable the process to move forward in line with the EIA Regulations, 2014, while we await a 

response from the Masilonyana Local Municipality. 

Given the socio-economic importance of these projects and the regulatory timelines, we seek your urgent advice on 

whether we may proceed as proposed. In addition, we are required to engage meaningfully with mine communities 

and with interested and affected persons, as outlined in the Amended Regulations and in accordance with the public 

participation process prescribed in the EIA Regulations, in order to finalise the two Social and Labour Plans (SLPs). 

We submitted the SLPs without the Local Economic Development (LED) projects but included the thematic areas and 

indicated that the projects would be finalised upon the conclusion of stakeholder engagement. Consequently, the 

prevailing challenges will affect the finalisation of the Sec102 -LED amendment for 2017�2021 as well as the new 

2022�2026 cycle. 

We trust this summary provides sufficient clarity on the situation at hand and look forward to your prompt guidance 

on the remedy we propose. 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 -------------------------------------                           

Bashan Govender 

Unit Manager Environment 

 

 

 

 

Signed by:BASHAN LOGANATHAN GOV
Signed at:2025-08-18 14:20:03 +02:00
Reason:I approve this document
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25-0019 Stakeholder Database

25-0019 - SOFS -NeoEnergy -  STAKEHOLDER DATABASE

Landowner Contact person Organisation/ Property details
Directly Affected Landowners
WP Du Plessis Portion Palmietkuil 328 - on Oryx's land

Blanche
LP Long Wolvepan 85 - near pans of Welkom

Elsa
JW Naude Tanya  en Johan Rietpan 123 near pans of Welkom
JT Ferreira Theo Portion Palmietkuil 328 on Oryx's land
JH Oosthuizen Gert Portion Palmietkuil 328 on Oryx's land
Hermanus Johannes Pretorius Johan Kalkoenkrans on Oryx's land
ASE van der Merwe Klein begin on Oryx's land
T van den Berg Tihaan Portion Leeuwaarden 171 on Beatrix's land
TF Uys Francois Portion Leeuwbult 352 on Beatrix land
Gerhard Prinsloo Portion Kalkoenkrans 225 on Oryx's land
Authorities
Tshifhiwa Makhokha Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources (DMPR)
Cedric Fhedzisani DMPR
Nkateko Mhlarhi DMPR
Tuwani Monyai DMPR
Seoka Lekota DFFE: Biodiversity Planning and Conservation
Stanely Tshikonelo DFFE - Water Sources and Wetlands Conservation
Rofhiwa Magodi DFFE : Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation: Protected Areas
Thivhulawi Nethononda DFFE: Protected Areas
Mpho Rose Luula DFFE
Samkkelisiwe Dlamini DFFE
Masina Morudu DFFE
Wilma Lutsch DFFE - Director Biodiversity
Peladi Masipa Department of Energy: Renewables Coordinator
Mmboniseni Murathi NERSA (National Energy Regulator South Africa): Legal Advisor
Paul Mahlangu NERSA (National Energy Regulator South Africa)
Nicole Abrahams National Roads Authority (NRA): Environmental Coordinator

Sandile Fuku Department of Economic , Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
(DESTEA), Head of Communications Environmental Impact Assessment

Grace Mkhosana Department of Economic , Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
(DESTEA), Head of Communications Environmental Impact Assessment

Lorato Moalosi Department of Economic , Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
(DESTEA), Head of Communications Environmental Impact Assessment

Mr Mojalefa Mphapang Department of Economic , Small Business Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 
(DESTEA), Head of Communications Environmental Impact Assessment

Grace Mkhosana DESTEA
Tseliso Ntili Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS):Provincial Head
Boitumelo Melato DWS
Pule Lenong Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS): Snr Secretary to the Provincial Head

Maureen Letloenyane Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

Zodwa Khumalo Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

Kereemang Maseloane Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

Nkhumeleni Musekene Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

George Nel Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

Philmon Khwinana  DWS CMA Forums

Dovhani Siganunu Free State Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)
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L Mahlae Free Sate Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS)

Lydia Bosoga Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development:, Head of the Office : 
Directorate of Land Use and Soil Management

Petunia Mthimkulu Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Free State Province: Directorate of Land Use 
and Soil Management, Head of the Office

Bridget Tshikalange DALRRD

Serah Muobeleni DALRRD
Mpume Ntlokwana DALRRD
Gabriel Kgaphola DALRRD
Vuyiswa Qobo DALRRD
Jabulile Mokoena DALRRD

Thabitha Mokone Free State Province Department of Agriculture & Rural Development, the Senior Manager: 
Agricultural Economics, Marketing and Planning

Hannes Maree Department of Community, Safety, Roads and Transport, Free State Province: The Head 
Engineer, Roads: Directorate (Land Transport Planning)

Werner van Wyk Department of Community, Safety, Roads and Transport, Free State Province: The Head 
Engineer, Roads: Directorate (Land Transport Planning)

Kagisho Mokae Department of Energy, care of the Regional Petroleum Controller at the Free State Department 
of Energy

Ntando Mbatha Free State Provincial Heritage Resources Authority: The Heritage Coordinator
Natasha Higgitt South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA)
Local Authorities

Veronica Ntankumbana Executive  Mayor - Councillor
Motshewa Sefotha PA to the Executive Mayor
Khaya Mqeke Acting Chief of Staff
Mathabo Leeto Speaker

Lerato Chobane PA to the Speaker

Cllr Meli Chief Whip
Yolisa Kupiso Municipal Manager (Acting)
Motlatsi Makhetha Municipal Manager
Matjhabeng Local Municipality
Thanduxolo Khalipa Executive Mayor
Betty Notshi PA to the Executive Mayor
Zingisa Tindleni Municipal Manager
Charles Bheki Stofile Speaker
Msapitso Sello Mohapi PA to the Speaker
Kgojane Matutle Communications Officer
Morakane Mothekhe Local Economic Development and Planning
Maramane Lillian Setabela Chief Whip
Nomthandazo Seeli Councillor Support Manager (Office of the District Speaker)
Joseph  Liphoko MMC

Lejweleputswa District Municipality

Page 2



25-0019 Stakeholder Database

Ward Councillors

Mr Isaac Pelokgolo Mphore
Mr Nthuba Pheello Victor
Ms Margaretha Johanna Badenhorst
Mr Lerato Andrew Mohapi
Mr Abrahm Bassie Helepi
Mr Anthony Moupa Khepeng
Ms Nomthandazo Evelyn Xaba Monjovo
Ms Veronica Sotenjwa
Mr Johannes Marthinus du Plessis
Mr Jim Ramalefane Sankane
Mr Sipho Eliah Tsuinke
Mr Zachariah Sabata Moshoeu
Mr Tsokolo Jacob Thelingoane
Mr Harington Ratsie Moopela
Mr Sechaba Herbert Motlatsi
Mr Patrick Itumeleng Molula
Ms Thandisa Kalipa
Mr Itumeleng Isaac Maruping
Mr Paseka Thomas Ramatisa
Ms Drossy Botswana Montoeli
Ms Khulukazi Martha Ntoni
Ms Charol Lerato Makaliane
Mr Rubben Kgorai Tlake
Mr Alfred Manene Mphikeleli
Ms Maria Sophia Van Rooyen
Mr Samuel Mpho Mokhothu
Mr Gerhard Paul Botha
Mr Joseph Tsupane Mosia
Ms Portia Ntebaleng Nkone
Mr Moeti Molefi
Mr Abel Hlobohang Mokhomo
Mr Rene Steyn
Ms Coreen Malherbe
Mr Werner Hendrik Janse van Rensburg
Mr Igor Stefan Scheurkogel
Mr Clement Hanisi

Masilonyana Local Municipality
Dimakatso Modise Mayor
Lungile Mlondo MM
Mojalefa Matlole Municipal Manager
Stephen Makata Speaker
Mr Zongezile Ntjwabule Communication Manager
Anda Zantsi Manager: Town Planning and Building Control

Ward Councillor

Cllr Samuel Mosunane Letsie
Cllr Ben Phehlane
Cllr Tumelo Mokone Moroane
Cllr Brunhilde Gudrun Rossouw
Cllr Phuthi Samson Tlahadi
Cllr Nkone Stephen Makata
Cllr Thabiso Collin Tladi
Cllr Matshediso Zachariah Likoebe
Cllr Ndabazabantu Herman Kototsa
Cllr Mbulelo Goodwil Fosi

Champs or Champion Mohapi
Kelebogile / Grace Lebusho
Joseph Mkhombeni LED Coordinator
Olga Dipholo
Pinkie Mhahlope Director: Planning
Disebo (VD) Kobi
Herman Kototsa
Lucky Tladi
Mbuelo Fosi
Zacharia Lilobe
MD Tilo
Ephraim Mokaldise
Sienah Brown
Marieta Visser
Farmer Associations
Boy Saaiman Agri Free State
Dr Jack Armour Agri Free State
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OVK
Saai
Agri-SA: Policy Head Natural Resources

Interest Groups
Mariette Liefferink FSE
Thabang Mafatle Lejweleputswa Aritisinal and Small-scale Mining
Lehlogonolo Makapa Virginia Resident
Ms Dieketseng Taeli Matjhabeng / Masilonyana Community Engagement Forum (CEF)
Mr Mvumbi Bob LED Forum - Masilonyana
Mr Sipho Zingana Progressive BB Forum - Masilonyana
Mr Victor Marumo Masilonyana Business Chamber: Tourism
Mr J Krugel Business Chamber: Tourism
Ms Lindi Makhanya Business Chamber: Agriculture
Mr M Sepheko Business Chamber:Agriculture
Mr Sshepo Maredi Community Leader - Masilonyana
Mr Mosenohi Taxi Association - Masilonyana
Mr Boitumelo Diphoko NPO - Masilonyana
Mr Lucky Motsamai State business chamber
Rose Nkhasi Free State Gold Fields Chamber
Mr Nick Mitchell Renergen  Limited (Helium mine)
Dr Kennedy  , Lukhanyo Neer Thabo Mbeki Foundation

Natalie Koneight Rand Water: EMS Secretary
John Geeringh ESKOM
Rene De Bruin Free State Eskom
Eskom wayleaves Eskom wayleaves Eskom Soc Limited: Land Development
Ziyanda Mdoda NTSA: Senior Advisor Investigation and Audit, Servitude and Land Management 
Mamokete Mafumo ESKOM
KC (Khayelihle) Zulu ESKOM
Lungile Motsisi ESKOM
Noxolo Ningisa Sentech

Birdlife South Africa
Samantha Ralston Birdlife SA
Dr Hanneline Smit-Robinson Birdlife South Africa: Head of conservation

Birdlife South Africa: Policy and Advocacy Manager
Gareth Tate EWT
Lindiwe Mnguni Vaal Central Water
Mathobi Martins TelkomSA - Wayleave Management Section
Chris Schutte TelkomSA - Wayleave Management Section
Ockert Strydom South African Large Telescope Mechanical Engineer
John Wesson WESSA: Northern Region
Ezekiel Monyamane Transnet Freight Rail
Cobus Cloete Transnet Freight Rail
Francis Rahlapane Transnet Freight Rail
Sam Fiff Transnet Freight Rail (Jhb)
Lourens Leeuwner EWT
Ronelle Visagie EWT
Rynette Coetzee EWT
Ian Little EWT: Habitat
Bradley Gibbons EWT: African Crane Conservation Programme
Kish Chetty EWT
Hugo Bezuidenhout SANPARKS
Kristal Maze SANPARKS: General Manager: Park Planning and Development
Zoleka Vaveki SANPARKS
Zaiton Rabaney Botanical Society of South Africa (BSSA)
Kotie Retief Botanical Society of South Africa (BSSA)
Amanda Bourne Conservation South Africa (CSA)
Monyamane Ezekiel Transnet: Environmental and Sustainable Management
Nel Felix Transnet: Integrated Management Systems
Theron Eric Transnet: Business Continuity Management
Sibanye Stillwater 
Representatives
Evelyn Mekgwe Project Manager (Superintendent-Environmental Compliance Projects) 
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Sylvester Nkwe Project team member
Lehlogonolo Mohosh Project team member (Stakeholder Engagement)
Bashan Govender Project team member 
Karabo Mathonsi Project team member (Supervisor: Social Closure)
Kahmani Gounden Project team member (Supervisor: Mineral Rights))
Phenyo Rakhudu Project team member (Supervisor: Environmental Compliance)
Stephan Botes
Nkosinathi Khuzwayo
Iketleng Mogohlong

Neo Energy  Representatives
Kennneth Mudsini Neo Energy
Martin Westerman  Neo Energy
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APPENDIX C - NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENT 
 
Newspaper advertisements in English and Sesotho were published as follows: 

Newspaper Date 
Masilonyana News 15 November 2025 

Free State Sun 31 October 2025 
Sowetan 30 October 2025 

Vista 30 October 2025 
 
 
  



13SPORTTHURSDAY, 30 OCTOBER 2025

KOPO YA TUMELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA:
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR)

Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11

LE

2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))
Referense ya FS-00093-MS/102

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019

TSEBISO: Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya 

Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa 

Taolo ya Tikoloho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha Ditumello 

tsa Tikoloho (di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 21D o hlwauweng ka ho ya ka 

molawana wa tsebiso yam muso wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karolo ya 102 ka ho ya 

ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Petroliamo, 2002 (Molao wa No. 

28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase.

SEBAKA: Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold 

Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgistrata wa 

Freistata sa Ventersburg, Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang 

dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng.

Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 

(Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala sa Freistata sa 

Theunissen le Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) 

tse 25 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng.

TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka 

tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya 

Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya tjhafo ya Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4. Ho 

tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang:

• Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), 

eo ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold),

ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold).

• Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix 

(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya  SOFS (FS 10005 MR).

• E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho

Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy.

Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho 

dife kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya motheo e 

amanang le hoo. Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang e tla nne 

e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e ne e dumelletswe pejana.

DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO: Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya Tikoloho e ile ya romelwa ho 

Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 2025 

bakeng sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang:

• Wits Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11.

• Sibanye Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le

FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00093-MR/102.

Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa 

NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya Motheo e tla etswa ka ho latela Molawana wa Tsebiso 

ya Mmuso wa GN R 982.

MOSEBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe 

jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho ya Ikemetseng hore e thuse ka tshebetso ya 

kopo ho Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE).

MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO 

YA MOTHEO: Moralo wa Dipehelo tsa Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba 

o bone mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana ho ya ho la 15 Tshitwe 2025

dibakeng tse boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba 

tse tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 15 Tshitwe 2025.

Sebaka Aterese

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle

Webosaete ya GCS Ś���������	ŐĐ���Ă	ďŝ����ďůŝĐ�ĚŽĐ�ŵĞŶ���

Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye Ś�������ů�Ă�ŝ	ĚĂ�ĂĨ�ĞĞ	ĐŽ�η���ď�ůŽŐŝŶ

MEMO DIKOPANONG: Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana 

tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se 

mengwa ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang.

�Ğ��Ă��ŝ �ĂŬŽ Sebaka 

Laboraro, 26 Pulungoana 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)

�Ă�ŚŽ�ďĂ�!ŶŶŐ�ĞŶŐ�ŚĂ�Ğ�ďĂ�ŶĂŶŐ�ůĞ�"ŐĂŚůĞŚŽ�ďĂ��Ă�ĂŶŐ�ŚŽ�ŝŶŐŽĚŝ�Ă#�ŚŽ�ŶŬĂ�ŬĂ�ŽůŽ�ŬĂ�ŚŽ�

ĨĂŶĂ�ŬĂ�Ěŝ��Ś�ĂĞůŽ�ŬĂ�Ă�ďĂ�ďĂ�ůĂŶŐ�ŚŽ�Ĩ�ŵĂŶĂ��ůŚĂŚŝ�ŽůĞ�ĞĚŝŶŐ�Ğ�ĞŬĞ��ĞŚŝůĞŶŐ#�ďĂ�ŬŽ�ũ�Ă�

ŚŽ�ŝ�ĞĂŶ%Ă�ůĞ�

&'*�+Ŷ,ŝ�ŽŶŵĞŶ��*Ž��Ś�!Ĩ�ŝĐĂ�6;�%<���Ě#

"ĞůŽ�ŚůŽŬŽŶŐ�%Ă��Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

=ŽŚĂůĂ��+27 (0)11 803 5726#�>ĞŬ�Ğ��+27 (0)11 803 5232#�
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!�Ğ�Ğ�Ğ�%Ă�;Ž�Ž��PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, 2128

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE:
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR)

DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11

AND
2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))

DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MS/102

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019

NOTICE: Notice is given in terms of Chapter 6 of Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 

982 published under section 24(5) and 44 of the National Environmental Management 

Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) for the submission of two Environmental 

Authorisations (EAs) in respect of Activity 21D identified in terms of GN R 983 for a 

Section 102 application in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 

Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) to amend the mining rights listed below.

LOCATION: Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS existing Mining 

Right (MR) (FS 10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Ventersburg, 

Theunissen and Winburg. The Mining Right is located approximately 6 kilometres (km) 

south of Virginia, Matjhabeng Local Municipality.

Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 

MR)) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Theunissen and  Ventersburg. The 

Mining Right is located approximately 25 km south of Virginia, Matjhabeng Local Municipality.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary 

of Neo Energy Metals, has received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank 

to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the 

acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the following actions:

• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR),

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold).

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR

(FS 081 MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR).

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from

Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy.

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to 

the existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and 

supporting infrastructure will continue as previously authorised.

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS: An official application for EA was submitted to the Free 

State Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) on the 14 May 2025 for the 

following mining rights:

• Wits Gold – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11.

• Sibanye Gold – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; formerly FS 081 MR),

DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MR/102.

These applications triggered the formal commencement of the Basic Assessment process 

under the NEMA. The Basic Assessment process will be undertaken in line with GN R 982.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has 

been appointed as the Independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner to facilitate 

the application process with the Free State DMRE.

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORTS: 

The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be available for public review and comment from 

14 November to 15 December 2025 at the locations noted in the table below. Written 

comments and substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 15 December 2025.

Place Address

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle

GCS Website Ś���������	ŐĐ���Ă	ďŝ����ďůŝĐ�ĚŽĐ�ŵĞŶ���

Sibanye’s data free portal Ś�������ů�Ă�ŝ	ĚĂ�ĂĨ�ĞĞ	ĐŽ�η���ď�ůŽŐŝŶ

INVITATION TO MEETINGS:� �ĞĞ�ŶŐ�� ŚĂ�Ğ� ďĞĞŶ� �ĐŚĞĚ�ůĞĚ� �Ž� ��Ž�ŝĚĞ� �ŚĞ� ��ďůŝĐ� �ŝ�Ś� ĂŶ�

Ž��Ž���Ŷŝ����Ž�Žď�ĂŝŶ�ŵŽ�Ğ�ŝŶĨŽ�ŵĂ�ŽŶ�ŽŶ��ŚĞ���ŽũĞĐ��ĂŶĚ��Ž��Ă��Đŝ�Ă�Ğ�ŝŶ��ŚĞ���ŽĐĞ�����ŚĞ�

��ďůŝĐ�Ă�Ğ�ŚĞ�Ğď��ŝŶ�ŝ�ĞĚ��Ž�Ă�ĞŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ��ŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽ�ŝŶŐ���ďůŝĐ�ŵĞĞ�ŶŐ��

�Ă�Ğ �ŝŵĞ �ĞŶ�Ğ�

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)
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!��ĞŶ�ŝŽŶ��Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke, Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, 

Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232,

6�ŵĂŝů�����ΛŐĐ���Ă	ďŝ����ĂŶĞůůĞůΛŐĐ���Ă	ďŝ����

ů�&ĂŶĚĂŵΛŐĐ���Ă	ďŝ�

#Ž��Ăů�!ĚĚ�Ğ����PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, 2128

By NEVILLE KHOZA

Despite suffering a 1-2 defeat to Orlando
Pirates in the Carling Knockout
quarterfinal at Orlando Stadium on
Tuesday, Magesi coach John Maduka
says there are positives they took from
the loss.

Maduka hailed his side’s performance,
and urged his side to build on that when
they visit Orbit College in the Betway
Premiership match at Olympia Park on
Satu rday.

After seeing his side get a consolation
goal in stoppage time, Maduka said he
was encouraged by that.

“It ’s a very important one. It’s very
good to see when you play until the last
minute of the game. It is good to see that
we managed to pull one back,” he said.

“Yes , the time was not with us, and even
before they [Pirates] scored the second one,
we had opportunities. But I’m happy with
the way we’ve been doing things, especially
that we’ve been creating chances.

“We ’ve played three games, and we’ve
managed to score six goals. That tells a lot,
about something to be happy with and be
proud of. Going forward, I think it gives
confidence to the boys that we can score
goals . ”

While there was a feeling that
goalkeeper Elvis Chipezeze performs better
in the Carling Knockout compared to other
competitions because of the financial
rewards after winning another
man-of-the-match against Pirates, Maduka
doesn ’t think so, saying the keeper had also
been consistent in the league.

“He works very hard, and he has done
well in the league as well. He has been
very good in this game, and also in the
league matches,” he said.

“He has been an important player, not
only for the cup. I’m happy that he has
been winning man-of-the-match
[awards] in this competition, and we
also hope his performance will help us in
the league.”

In the Carling Knockout since last
season, Chipezeze has won six
man-of-the-match awards, voted by the
fans, and taking home R600,000.

Thabiso Lebitso of Orlando Pirates and Edmore

Chirabandare of Magesi during the Carling

Knockout quarterfinal match at Orlando

Stadium, Soweto./Veli Nhlapo

l Late goal boosts
Dikwena tša Meetse’s morale
for upcoming matches

MADUKA
ENCOURAGED
BY MAGESI’S
SHOWING
AGAINST BUCS

MADUKA
ENCOURAGED
BY MAGESI’S
SHOWING
AGAINST BUCS
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M. JOUBERT

IN DIE BOEDEL VAN
WYLE MARIUS JOUBERT
IDENTITEITSNOMMER
580408 5139 087,
ONGETROUD, VOORHEEN
W O O N A G T I G  T E
COETZERSTRAAT 18,
HENNENMAN, GEBORE
OP 8 APRIL 1958 EN
O O R L E D E  O P  1 9
A U G U S T U S  2 0 2 5 ,
BOEDELNOMMER
6603/2025
K R E D I T E U R E  E N
D E B I T E U R E  I N
BOGENOEMDE BOEDEL
WORD VERSOEK OM HUL
VORDERINGE IN TE
LEWER EN HULLE SKULD
TE BETAAL BY DIE
K A N T O O R  V A N
O N D E R G E T E K E N D E
BINNE 'N TYDPERK VAN
DERTIG (30) DAE VANAF
DIE  DATUM VAN
PUBLIKASIE HIERVAN.
F J DAFFUE
CLAUDE REID
ST ANDREWSTRAAT 165
BLOEMFONTEIN
Tel 051-4479881
francois@claudereid.co.za

Boedel Wyle:
G P C Bezuidenhout
B o e d e l n o m m e r :
4080/2025

BOEDELKENNISGEWING
In die boedel van wyle: GERT
P I E T E R  C H R I S T I A A N
BEZUIDENHOUT
(ID: 550421 5108 08 1) in
lewe van VIRGINIA en
getroud binne gemeenskap
van goedere met RIANA
BEZUIDENHOUT (GEBORE
VAN DER WESTHUIZEN)
(ID: 570618 0017 08 6).
STERFDATUM: 21 MEI 2025
B O E D E L N O M M E R :
4080/2025
GELIEWE KENNIS TE NEEM
dat die EERSTE EN FINALE
L I K W I D A S I E -  E N
DISTRIBUSIEREKENING in
bogemelde boedel ter insae
sal lê vir 'n tydperk van 21
dae vanaf 31 OKTOBER 2025
te die kantore van die
M e e s t e r  v a n  d i e
H o o g g e r e g s h o f ,
BLOEMFONTEIN en die
Landdros, VIRGINIA.
GELIEWE KENNIS TE NEEM
dat enige persoon wat
beswaar wil indien teen die
rekening sodanige beswaar
onderstaande moet bereik
binne die genoemde tydperk.
PROKUREUR VIR DIE
EKSEKUTEUR
P I E T  H A A S B R O E K
PROKUREURS
WRIGHT GUARDS GEBOU
HERDENKINGSTRAAT 21
VIRGINIA
9430
DOCEX 25 WELKOM
POSBUS 876
VIRGINIA
9430
TEL: 057-2129833
E-POS:
virginia@piethaas.co.za
(VERW: MNR HAASBROEK/
NF/BB0056)

ESTATE LATE: X A KLIP
E S T A T E  N U M B E R :
008545/2024
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN DECEASED ESTATES
All persons having claims
against the under-mentioned
estate must lodge it with
the Executor concerned
within 30 days (or as
indicated) from date of
publication hereof.
Province: FREE STATE
E s t a t e  N u m b e r :
008545/2024
Surname: KLIP
First Names: XOLILE
ALFRED
Date of Birth: 1966-01-08
ID Number: 6601085443082
Last Address: 2579 K7
SECTION, KUTLWANONG,
ODENDAALSRUS, 9480
Date of Death: 2024-02-06
M a s t e r ' s  O f f i c e :
BLOEMFONTEIN
Name of Executor or
Authorized Agent: MOSALA
DANIEL MHLEKOA
Address of Executor or
Authorized Agent: C/O
MATSEPES (GOLDFIELDS)
INC., P.O. BOX 135, 31
B O S H O F F  S T R E E T ,
ODENDAALSRUS, 9480
ADVERTISER NAME:
MOSALA DANIEL MHLEKOA
ADVERTISER ADDRESS:
P.O. BOX 135
31 BOSHOFF STREET
ODENDAALSRUS
9480
ADVERTISER EMAIL:
matsepes23@outlook.com
ADVERTISER TELEPHONE:
0576300320

J.F. SCHUTTE
In the estate of the late,
JAN FRANCOIS SCHUTTE
ESTATE NR : 3141/2024
IDENTITY NUMBER:
590521 5006 086
LAST ADDRESS: 9
NORI-ANNE HOF, 4
V E N T E R
S T R E E T , H E N N E M A N ,
9445 DATE OF DEATH:
01.04.2024 Notice is
hereby given that the
Amended First and Final
L i q u i d a t i o n -  a n d
Distribution Account in
the above deceased estate
will lay for inspection at
the offices of the Master
of the High court,
Bloemfontein and the
Magistrate Court of
Kroonstad for a period of
21 (twenty-one) days
from date of publication
hereof for all parties
which may have an
interest therein. If no
objections are received by
the Master of the High
Court  with in  the
mentioned period, the
Executor will proceed with
payment in terms of the
account.
DU PLESSIS & LE ROUX
ATTORNEYS
33 Steyn Street
KROONSTAD
TEL: 056 212 6541
EMAIL: info@dpl.co.za

Estate Late:
J J Van Deventer
E s t a t e  N u m b e r :
1785/2025

LIQUIDATION AND
D I S T R I B U T I O N
ACCOUNT IN DECEASED
ESTATE LYING FOR
INSPECTION
In the Estate Late: JACOB
JACOBUS VAN DEVENTER
Identity Number: 580905
5016 082
Last Address: 6 STATION
STREET, VENTERSBURG,
9450
Date of death:
18 FEBRUARY 2025
Estate Number: 1785/2025
In terms of Section 35(5) of
the Administration of
Estates Act No. 66 of 1965,
notice is hereby given that
copies of the First and Final
Liquidation and Distribution
accounts (First and Final,
unless otherwise stated) in
the Estate specified below
will open for inspection of all
persons with an interest
therein for a period of 21
days from the date specified
or from the date of
publication hereof, at the
office of the Master of the
High Court, BLOEMFONTEIN
and Magistrate's Court,
VENTERSBURG as stated.
Should no objection thereto
be lodged with the Masters
concerned during the
specified period, the
Executor will proceed to
m a k e  p a y m e n t s  i n
accordance with the
accounts.
(SIGNED) H S BADENHORST
R O M A  B A D E N H O R S T
ATTORNEYS
ATRIUM BUILDING
15 UNION STREET
VIRGINIA
9430
( R E F E R E N C E :
SB/da/DE0047)

M.E. PIENAAR
LIQUIDATION AND

DISTRIBUTION
ACCOUNTS IN

DECEASED ESTATES
LYING FOR

INSPECTION
In terms of section 35 (5)
of the Administration of
Estates Act, No. 66 of
1965, notice is hereby
given that copies of the
l i q u i d a t i o n  a n d
distribution accounts
(first and final) in the
estates specified below
will be open for the
inspection of all persons
with an interest therein
for a period of 21 days
from the date specified or
from the date of
pub l i cat ion  hereof ,
whichever may be the
later, and at the offices of
the Masters of the High
Court and Magistrates as
stated. Should no
objection thereto be
lodged with the Masters
concerned during the
specified period, the
executors will proceed to
make payments in
accordance with the
accounts. Late estate
M A R I E  E L I Z A B E T H
PIENAAR, ID-no.510528
0161 08 6, last address:
21 TALJAARD STREET,
O D E N D A A L S R U S ,
Province of the FREE
STATE and Master's
Office BLOEMFONTEIN.
Estate-no. 7919/2018
A d v e r t i s e r  N a m e :
BEZUIDENHOUTS INC.
(MH1011) 104 KELLNER
STREET, WESTDENE,
BLOEMFONTEIN. Email:
b e l i n d a
@bezuidenhouts.co.za
Telephone:051 448 9755

BOEDELS:

LIKWIDASIE EN

DISTRIBUSIE
4205

PIET 
HAASBROEK 

PROKUREURS 

DUPLESSIS 
LEROUX 

INGllB/1llCOIPOUTID(le9, No.1994/0IOS37/2I) 
l1W/YAT1et,lt.A6'01'17817 

ATTORNEYS, NOTARIES, 
CONVEYANCERS 

AND ADMJNlSTRATORS 
OF ESTATES PROKUREURS 

NOTARJSSE, AKTEUITMAKERS 
EN BOEDELBEREDDERAARS. 

Express 
Vrystaat 

KROON 

Bloem: 
NDDRDKAAP 

BULLETIN 
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DRUG BUST NETS TWO ARRESTS

Members of Welkom Public Order 
Police have arrested two suspects for 
alleged drug possession in Hen-
nenman following swift action on 
community information received on 
Thursday 23 October. Acting on re-
ports about houses where drugs were 
allegedly being sold, o�cers searched 
a property in Phomolong  and 
discovered eleven halves of Mandrax 

tablets, three sealed bags of crystal 
methamphetamine and money, 
leading to the arrest of a 45-year-old 
man. In a separate incident at Motseki 
informal settlement, a 40-year-old 
man was arrested after police found 
nine sealed bags of crystal metham-
phetamine and money hidden in a 
bedroom. Both suspects have been 
charged with drug possession.

Saying goodbye in classic style

On Saturday 25 October, Brian Emmenis and Liesl Evans of the Welkom Classic Car Club organised a special drive-by past the house of Jo-

han and Susan Lubbe in Riebeeckstad. The club members drove their cars in honour of the Lubbes who are leaving the club to relocate to 

Bloemfontein. At the event are from the left Emmenis, the Lubbes, and Bev Emmenis. They are long-time friends and neighbours. Johan 

is the proud owner of the 1965 Ford Mustang on the right.

Crowned as provincial champions
Learners of the Setshabelo Primary School were crowned provincial champions in the Life Skills and Life Orientation Quiz, which recently 

took place. These learners represented the Lejweleputswa District at the provincial event. They were accompanied by “Lifelong learners” 

Moselantja Mohlomi and Phumla Njesela. Mohlomi received a certificate of appreciation. From the left are Gugushe Rethabile, Mamokete 

Mokhele, Jerry Letsoara, Gadimang Lebatla, Mohlomi, Millicent Smith, Lebone Komane and Njesela.  PHOTO: Supplied

Booysendal Platinum is situated on the border of the Limpopo and Mpumalanga Provinces near the
towns of Mashishing (Lydenburg), Roossenekal and Steelpoort. The mine is located on the southernmost
exposure of the eastern limb of the Bushveld Complex with eighty percent of its resources in the
Mpumalanga Province. The Mine has a board and pillar mining layout and operates with trackless
mechanised mining equipment. Booysendal is a subsidiary of the JSE-listed Northam Platinum Limited,
a well-established, mid-tier independent and integrated platinum group metals producer with a strong
tradition of innovation and technical expertise in the sector.

FITTER (C1)
BOOYSENDAL SOUTH - METALLURGY DEPARTMENT

Ref. No.: BDMET16/25
Role requirements: The successful candidate must have the following basic requirements: • Minimum
Grade 12 or N3 • Fitter trade certificate – Section 13 / 26D • English language proficiency • Driver’s
licence - Code B, EB or C1 • Medical certificate of fitness • Competent working in confined spaces • No
major sensory restrictions • Must be familiar with risk assessment procedures • Minimum of 2 - 3 years’
experience as a qualified artisan in a process plant will be advantageous.
Key performance areas: • Attend to mechanical equipment maintenance and installation • Support the
achievement of production performance levels • Ensure that safety regulations are adhered to.
Important to note:Applicants must: • Be willing to work standby, overtime and shifts • Have own transport.

Please attach a comprehensive updated curriculum vitae
as well as a certified copy of your ID and your qualifications.

Should you meet all the requirements, please submit your CV to
HRApplicationsBD@norplats.co.za and please quote the job title and reference number in the
subject box. Kindly note that Booysendal will only correspond with short-listed candidates.

Applications close: 07 November 2025
CV’s received in any form after the closing date and time will not be considered. Should you not hear from the
company within 21 days after the closing date for applications, please consider your application as unsuccessful.

Booysendal Platinum Mine is an equal employment opportunity employer
and reserves the right to make appointments in line with its Employment Equity Policy.

Sand-Vet Water Users' Associa�on hereby invites suitably qualified/experienced
persons to apply for the following vacant post on their staff establishment. Sand-Vet
Water Users' Associa�on is an equal opportunity employer. It intends to promote
representa�on in the ins�tu�on through thefillingof the followingpost.
SALARY : Salary level 16/1 - (R116944perannum-Basic salary)
FRINGE BENEFITS : As applicable toSand-VetWaterUsersAssocia�on

th(Housing, Pension,MedicalAid&13 Cheque)
REQUIREMENTS : MinimumGrade12orequivalentQualifica�on.At least 3

yearsofprovenknowledgeandexperience in the repair of
equipment, vehicles, quadbikesandmachinery.AvalidCode
EB (8) driver's licencewill serveasanadvantage.

DUTIES : Assist theMechanic in thedischargeof all his/herdu�es.
ENQUIRIES : All enquiries shouldbedirected, duringofficehours, to

EITHER theAc�ngHOD:Civil&MechanicalDepartment,Mr
ALabuscagne,OR theHuman Resource Officer:
Mr. MJ Maloka at (057) 352 7375/81.AllApplica�onsmust
comprisea coveringapplica�on le�erandacomprehensive
CV that includesoriginal cer�fiedcopiesofqualifica�ons.
Applica�onsmayeitherbe submi�ed through thepost to:
Sand-VetWaterUsers' Associa�on,HRManagement, Private
BagX35,Welkom,9460, for a�en�on:MrMJMalokaormay
behand-delivered to theSand-VetWUA'sOffices (situated
betweenWelkomandBul�ontein) for a�en�on:MrMJ
Maloka.Applicantswhodonot receive confirma�onor
feedbackwithin four (4)weeks fromtheclosingdatemust
accept that their applica�onwasunsuccessful.

CLOSING DATE: 11 November 2025 at 16:00
PLEASE NOTE: No faxed or emailed applica�ons will be accepted. Canvassing for this
postwill lead toautoma�cdisqualifica�on.

VACANT MECHANIC ASSISTANT POST

NM10034554-VI301025

KOPO YA TUMELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA:
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR)

Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11
LE

2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))
Referense ya FS-00093-MS/102

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019
TSEBISO: Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya
Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa Taolo
ya Tikoloho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha Ditumello tsa Tikoloho
(di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 21D o hlwauweng ka ho ya ka molawana wa tsebiso
yam muso wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karolo ya 102 ka ho ya ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele
ya Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Petroliamo, 2002 (Molao wa No. 28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo
tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase.
SEBAKA: Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources
(Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgistrata wa Freistata sa
Ventersburg, Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara
(km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng.
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited
(Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala sa Freistata sa
Theunissen le Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse
25 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng.
TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka tlasa
Neo Energy Metals, se fumane kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya Afrika Borwa
ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya tjhafo ya Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4. Ho tshehetsa phihlello ena,
Sibanye-Stillwater e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang:
• Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR),
eo ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold),
ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold).

• Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR
(FS 081 MR)) le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR).

• E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho
Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy.

Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife
kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le
hoo. Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang e tla nne e tswele pele
jwalo ka ha e ne e dumelletswe pejana.

DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO: Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya Tikoloho e ile ya romelwa ho
Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 2025
bakeng sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang:
• Wits Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11.
• Sibanye Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le
FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00093-MR/102.

Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa
NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya Motheo e tla etswa ka ho latela Molawana wa Tsebiso ya
Mmuso wa GN R 982.
MOSEBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe
jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho ya Ikemetseng hore e thuse ka tshebetso ya kopo
ho Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE).
MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO YA
MOTHEO: Moralo wa Dipehelo tsa Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba o bone
mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana ho ya ho la 15 Tshitwe 2025 dibakeng tse
boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse tiiseditsweng
di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 15 Tshitwe 2025.

Sebaka Aterese
Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia
Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle
Webosaete ya GCS hƩps://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/
Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye hƩps://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login

MEMO DIKOPANONG: Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana
tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa
ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang.

Letsatsi Nako Sebaka
Laboraro, 26 Pulungoana 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho ingodisa, ho nka karolo ka ho
fana ka ditshwaelo kapa ba batlang ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa
ho iteanya le:

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd,
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232,
Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz /

anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia,

Johannesburg, 2128

NORTHAM 
BOOYSENDAL 

smart platinum mining 
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By Ntshebo Mhlambi community 
members and local businesses for their 
donations and sponsorships, saying the 
support was vital to the campaign's 
success. Organisers described the 
collaboration as a demonstration of civic 
unity and a commitment to maintaining 
clean, safe public spaces across 
Matjhabeng. 

Concerned residents and civic 
organisations joined a community 
cleaning drive at the Welkom Fire 
Department on 25 October 2025 to support 
municipal efforts and restore a neglected 
public facility. 
The Thabang Leteane Development 
Foundation partnered with Voice for 
Change (GATVOL) to lead the initiative. 
Volunteers cleared debris, tidied the 
grounds and carried out light maintenance, 
with several local firefighters joining the 
effort. 

Planned follow-up activities aim to 
extend the programme to other towns in 
the municipality, encouraging ongoing 
community involvement and local 
accountability. 

.. 

KOPO YA TUMELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 

Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 

2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya FS-00093-MS/102 

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

TSEBISO: Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya 
Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa 
Taolo ya Tikoloho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha Ditumello 
tsa Tikoloho (di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 21D o hlwauweng ka ho ya ka 
molawana wa tsebiso yam muso wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karolo ya 102 ka ho ya 
ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Petrolia mo, 2002 (Molao wa No. 
28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase. 

SEBAKA: Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold 
Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgistrata wa 
Freistata sa Ventersburg, Theunissen le Win burg. Toke lo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang 
dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 
(Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala sa Freistata sa 
Theunissen le Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) 
tse 25 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka 
tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya 
Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya tjhafo ya Sibanye-Stillwater's Beatrix 4. Ho 
tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
• Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), 

eo ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), 
ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 

• Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix 
(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 

• E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho 
Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 

Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho 
dife kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya motheo e 
amanang le hoo. Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang e tla nne 
e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e nee dumelletswe pejana. 

DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO: Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya Tikoloho e ile ya romelwa ho 
Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 2025 
bakeng sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
• Wits Gold - Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11. 
• Sibanye Gold - Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le 

FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00093-MR/102. 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa 
NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya Motheo e tla etswa ka ho latela Molawana wa Tsebiso 
ya Mmuso wa GN R 982. 

MOSEBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe 
jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho ya lkemetseng hore e th use ka tshebetso ya 
kopo ho Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE). 

MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO 
YA MOTHEO: Moralo wa Dipehelo tsa Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba 
o bone mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana ho ya ho la 15 Tshitwe 2025 
dibakeng tse boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba 
tse tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 15 Tshitwe 2025. 

Sebaka Aterese 

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 

Webosaete ya GCS https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ 

Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 

MEMO DIKOPANONG: Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana 
tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se 
mengwa ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang. 

Letsatsi I Nako I Sebaka 

Laboraro, 26 Pulungoana 2025 I 14h00 I Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho ingodisa, ho nka karolo ka ho 
fana ka ditshwaelo kapa ba batlang ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa 
ho iteanya le: 

GCS Environment South Africa {Pty) Ltd, 
Keio hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter/ Luyanda Macheke 

Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232, 
Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / 

anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, 2128 

... 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 

DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 

2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

NOTICE: Notice is given in terms of Chapter 6 of Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 
982 published under section 24(5) and 44 of the National Environmental Management 
Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) for the submission of two Environmental 
Authorisations (EAs) in respect of Activity 21D identified in terms of GN R 983 for a 
Section 102 application in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) to amend the mining rights listed below. 

LOCATION: Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS existing Mining 
Right (MR) (FS 10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Ventersburg, 
Theunissen and Winburg. The Mining Right is located approximately 6 kilometres (km) 
south of Virginia, Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 

Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited {Sibanye Gold) exiting Beatrix MR {FS 10047 MR {FS 081 
MR)) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Theunissen and Ventersburg. The 
Mining Right is located approximately 25 km south of Virginia, Matjhabeng Local Municipality. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa {Neo Energy), a subsidiary 
of Neo Energy Metals, has received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank 
to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater's Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the 
acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the following actions: 
• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State {SOFS) Mining Right {FS 10005 MR), 

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold). to Sibanye 
Gold Proprietary Limited {Sibanye Gold). 

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right {FS 10047 MR 
{FS 081 MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right {FS 10005 MR). 

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from 
Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy. 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to 
the existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and 
supporting infrastructure will continue as previously authorised. 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS: An official application for EA was submitted to the Free 
State Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) on the 14 May 2025 for the 
following mining rights: 
• Wits Gold - SOFS Mining Right {FS 10005 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11. 
• Sibanye Gold - Beatrix Mining Right {FS 10047 MR; formerly FS 081 MR), 

DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MR/102. 
These applications triggered the formal commencement of the Basic Assessment process 
under the NEMA. The Basic Assessment process will be undertaken in line with GN R 982. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER: GCS Environment SA {Pty) Ltd {GCS) has 
been appointed as the Independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner to facilitate 
the application process with the Free State DMRE. 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORTS: 
The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be available for public review and comment from 
14 November to 15 December 2025 at the locations noted in the table below. Written 
comments and substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 15 December 2025. 

Place Address 

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 

GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ 

Sibanye's data free portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 

INVITATION TO MEETINGS:Meetings have been scheduled to provide the public with an 
opportunity to obtain more information on the Project and to participate in the process. The 
public are hereby invited to attend one of the following public meetings. 

Date I Time I Venue 

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 I 14h00 I Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 

Interested and Affected Parties who wish to register, participate by contributing comments or 
who would like to obtain more information, should please contact: 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd, 
Attention: Anelle Lotter/ Luyanda Macheke, Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, 

Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232, 
E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / § •b _..,..,,... luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 

Gt1l1 an_ye Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
-' Waf"er Johannesburg, 2128 
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KOPO YA TU MELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKE NG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS l000S MR) 

Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11; LE 
2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

Referense ya FS-00093-MS/102 

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

TSEBISO: Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng 
tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa Taolo ya Tikolo ho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha 
Oitumello tsa Tikoloho (di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 210 o hlwauweng ka ho ya ka molawana wa tsebiso yam muso 
wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karolo ya 102 ka ho ya ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Oiminerale le Petro lia mo, 2002 
(Molao wa No. 28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase. 

SEBAKA: Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolida ted Gold Resou rces (Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 
MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgis trata wa Freistata sa Ventersburg, Theunissen le Winburg. Toke lo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka 
etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepa leng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala sa Freistata sa Theunissen le Yentersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang 
dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho Vi rginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka t lasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane 
kananelo ya boh lokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya Afri ka Borwa ho tswe la pele ka phih lelloya tjhafo ya Sibanye-Sti llwater's Beatrix 
4. Ho tshehe tsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwa ter e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
• Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS lOOOS MR), eo ha jwale e tshwe rweng ke 

Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), ho Sibanye Gold Proprie tary limited (Sibanye Gold). 
• Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) le Toke lo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 
• E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 

Re kopa here le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsama iso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho di fe kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa 
tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le hoo. Mesebets i yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang 
e t la nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e nee dume llet swe pejana. 

DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO: Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumel lo ya Tikolo ho e ile ya rome lwa ho Lefapha la Mehlod i ya Diminerale le Eneji 
la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 2025 bakeng sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
• Wits Gold-Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/ll. 
• Sibanye Gold -Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beat rix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: 

FS-00093-MR/102. 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya 
Motheo e tla etswa ka ho latela Molawana wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 982. 

MOSEBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya 
Tikoloho ya lkemetseng hore e thuse ka tshebetso ya kopo ho Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE). 

MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO: Morale wa Dipehelo tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba o bone mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana ho ya ho la 15 Tshitwe 
2025 dibakeng tse boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse t iiseditswe ng di tshwanetswe 
ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 15 Tshitwe 2025 . 

Sebaka Aterese 

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 

Webosaete ya GCS https://www.gcs -sa.biz/public-documents/ 

Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye https://ulwazi .datafree .co/#/pub/log in 

MEMO DIKOPANONG: Ho hlophis itswe dikopan o tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka 
Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang. 

letsatsi Nako Sebaka 

Laboraro, 26 Pulungoana 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho ingodisa, ho nka karolo ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo kapa ba batlang 
ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa ho iteanya le: 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) ltd , Keio hlokong ya: Anelle lotter/ 
luyanda Macheke , Mohala : +27 (0)11803 5726, Fekse: +27 (0)11803 5232, 

Emeile: ppp@ gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa .biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 

KOPO YA TUMELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS l000S MR) 

Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11; LE 
2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 

Referense ya FS-00093-MS/102 

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

TSEBISO: Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng 
tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa Taolo ya Tikoloho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha 
Ditumello tsa Tikoloho (di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 21D o hlwauweng ka ho ya ka molawana wa tsebiso yam muso 
wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karole ya 102 ka ho ya ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Petroliamo, 2002 
(Molao wa No. 28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase. 

SEBAKA: Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 
MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgistrata wa Freistata sa Ventersburg, Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka 
etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary limited (Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala sa Freistata sa Theunissen le Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang 
dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho Virginia, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Matjhabeng. 

TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE: Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane 
kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phih lello ya tjhafo ya Sibanye•Stillwater 's Beatrix 
4. Ho tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye•Stillwater e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang : 
• Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), eo ha jwale e tshwerweng ke 

Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 
• Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 
• E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 

Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa 
tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le hoo. Mesebets i yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang 
e tla nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e ne e dumelletswe pejana. 

DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO: Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya Tikoloho e ile ya romelwa ho Lefapha la Mehlod i ya Diminerale le Eneji 
la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 202S bakeng sa dito kelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
• Wits Gold -Toke lo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 M R), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11. 
• Sibanye Gold -To kelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: 

FS-00093-MR/!02. 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo t lasa NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya 
Motheo e t la etswa ka ho latela Molawana wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 982. 

MO5EBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO: GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya 
Tikoloho ya lkemetseng hore e thuse ka tshebetso ya kopo ho Lefapha la Meh lodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE). 

MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO: Morale wa Dipehelo tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba o bone mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana ho ya ho la 15 Tshitwe 
2025 dibakeng tse boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe 
ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 15 Tshitwe 2025 

Sebaka Aterese 

Melod ing Public Library Melod ing Street, Virginia 

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 

Webosaete ya GCS https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ 

Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 

MEMO DIKOPANONG: Ho hlop hisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana t lhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka 
Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang. 

Letsatsi Nako Sebaka 

Laboraro, 26 Pulungoana 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Wel kom Central) 

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho ingodisa, ho nka karolo ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo kapa ba batlang 
ho fumana tlhahiso leseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa ho iteanya le: 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd, Keio hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter/ 
Luyanda Macheke, Mohala : +27 (0)11803 5726 , Fekse: +27 (0)11803 5232 , 

Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 

Pledge signing ceremony for class of 2025 
A prayer and signing of a pledge 
ceremony was held at Taiwe Secondary 
School, Masilo - Theunissen for the 
matriculants to help prepare them for the 
final journey of their school in October 
17. 
Motivational speakers and pastors were 

invited to uplift learners spirit to 
overcome challenges they might be faced 
with. 

The schools that were present were 
Concordia Comprehensive and Taiwe 
Secondary. 

Keynote speaker, Mr. Tshabalala, 
elaborated on what the day is all about, 

which was prayer and motivation for the 
learners. 

"The whole purpose of today's event is 
prayer against all of the challenges, and 
for you learners to get to the end of your 
exams without any difficulties." 
"We wish you all the best and ask God to 

put his hand upon you;' said Tshabalala. 
Matriculants will begin with their 

examination on Monday, 20th ofOctober 

-Mojalefa Mokhuamathe 

-Photo Cred: JM Photography. 
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APPENDIX D - SITE NOTICES 
 

 Map representing the placement of the site notices according to the coordinates 

 Photo evidence and placement location 

 English and Sesotho site notices 

 

  



APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR)

DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 

2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))
DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

GCS Ref. No: 25-0019 
NOTICE 
Notice is given in terms of Chapter 6 of Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 published under section 24(5) and 44 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 
(No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) for the submission of two Environmental Authorisations (EAs) in respect of Activity 21D identified in terms of GN R 983 for a Section 102 application 
in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) to amend the mining rights listed below. 

LOCATION 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS 10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Ventersburg, 
Theunissen and Winburg. The Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km from Virginia, 12 km from Theunissen, and about 40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of 
the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 

Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Theunissen and Ventersburg. 
The Mining Right area lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km from Virginia, and 43 km from Welkom, and falls under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and 
Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the 
acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the following actions: 
 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold).
 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR).
 Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy.

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 
systems will continue as previously authorised. 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS 
An official application for EA was submitted to the Free State Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) in May 2025 for the following mining rights: 
 Wits Gold – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11.
 Sibanye Gold – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; formerly FS 081 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MR/102.
These applications triggered the formal commencement of the Basic Assessment process under the NEMA. The Basic Assessment process will be undertaken in line with GN
R 982.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER 
GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the Independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner to facilitate the application process with the Free State 
DMRE. 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORTS 
The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be available for public review and comment from 14 November 2025 to 8 January 2026 at the locations noted in the table below. 
Written comments and substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026. 

Place Address 
Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 
Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 
Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom 
Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen 
GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Sibanye’s Data Free Portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 

INVITATION TO MEETINGS 
Meetings have been scheduled to provide the public with an opportunity to obtain more information on the Project and to participate in the process. The public are hereby invited 
to attend one of the following public meetings. 

Date Time Venue 
Wednesday, 26 November 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 

Interested and Affected Parties who wish to register, participate by contributing comments or who would like to obtain more information, should please contact: 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 
E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz

Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128

Plan indicating the amended SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) held by Sibanye 
Gold 

Plan indicating the amended Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
to be transferred to Neo Energy 
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KOPO YA TUMELLO HO TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) 

(FS 10005 MR) 
Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11 

LE 
2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 

081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMRE: FS-00093-MS/102 

 
 

 

 
 

GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 
TSEBISO 
Mona ho fanwa ka tsebiso ka ho ya ka Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya Mmuso (GN R) 982 o phatlaladitsweng tlasa karolo ya 24(5) le 44 tsa Molao wa Naha wa 
Taolo ya Tikoloho, 1998 (No. 107 wa 1998) (NEMA) bakeng sa ho romelwa ha Ditumello tsa Tikoloho (di-EA) tse pedi mabapi le Mosebetsi wa 21D o hlwauweng ka ho 
ya ka molawana wa tsebiso yam muso wa GN R 983 bakeng sa kopo ya Karolo ya 102 ka ho ya ka Molao wa Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Petroliamo, 2002 
(Molao wa No. 28 wa 2002) ho fetola ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse boletsweng mona ka tlase.. 
 
SEBAKA 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng sa Makgistrata wa 
Freistata sa Ventersburg, Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka borwa ho Virginia, tse 12 ka borwa ho Theunissen 
le tse 40 ka borwa ho Theunissen, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Masilonyana le Matjhabeng. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa Masepala 
sa Freistata sa Theunissen le Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho Theunissen, 27 ka borwa ho Virginia le 25 
43 ka borwa ho Welkom, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa Masilonyana le Matjhabeng. 
 
TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), setheo se ka tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe ya Afrika Borwa 
ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya tjhafo ya Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4. Ho tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
 Ho fetisa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), eo ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 

Gold), ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 
 Ho Kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 
 E fetise Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 
 
Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife kapa dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng kapa meralo ya 
motheo e amanang le hoo. Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e tshehetsang e tla nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e ne e dumelletswe pejana. 
 
DITLHOKO TSA MOLAO 
Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya Tikoloho e ile ya romelwa ho Lefapha la Mehlodi ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE) ka la 14 Motsheanong 2025 bakeng sa 
ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
 Wits Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00040-MR/11. 
 Sibanye Gold – Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; eo pejana e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya DMRE: FS-00093-MR/102. 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa NEMA. Tshebetso ena ya Tekolo ya Motheo e tla etswa ka ho latela Molawana 
wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 982. 
 
MOSEBELETSI WA TEKOLO YA TIKOLOHO 
GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e kgethuwe jwalo ka Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho ya Ikemetseng hore e thuse ka tshebetso ya kopo ho Lefapha la Mehlodi 
ya Diminerale le Eneji la Freistata (DMRE). 
 
MEMO YA HO NKA KAROLO LE HO TSHWAELA KA MORALO WA DIPEHELO TSA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO 
Moralo wa Dipehelo tsa Tekolo ya Motheo o tla fumaneha hore batho ba o bone mme ba tshwaele ho tloha ka la 14 Pulungoana 2025 ho ya ho la 8 Pherekgong 2026 
dibakeng tse boletsweng lenaneng le mona ka tlase. Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho GCS ho eso fete la 8 Pherekgong 
2026. 

Sebaka Aterese 
Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia 
Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle 
Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom 
Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen 
Webosaete ya GCS https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login 

 
MEMO DIKOPANONG 
Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba monyetla wa ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se 
mengwa ho kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse latelang. 

Letsatsi Nako Sebaka  
Laboraro, 26 Pudungwana 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho ingodisa, ho nka karolo ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo kapa ba batlang ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e 
eketsehileng, ba kotjwa ho iteanya le:GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 

Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 
Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 

Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 

         

 
Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya SOFS (FS 10005 

MR) 

 
Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya Beatrix (FS 10047 

MR (FS 081 MR)) e lokelwang ho fetisetswa ho Neo Energy 
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APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 

DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 

2. BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

Placement of site notices 
 13 November 2025 

 Description Photo 
1.  

On the R30 at a T-junction towards 
Blaauwdrift on the western side of the 

Beatrix Mining Right, close to the 
Terta 4 Plant, Welkom. 

 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°7'51,043"S;  
26°43'31,631"E 

 

 

2.  
Off the R30 on a sectional road 

towards the operations of Khuwaleza 
drilling, Theunissen. 

 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°9'5,694"S;  

26°43'20,659"E 
 

 

3.  
Past Stilte Primary School on the edge 

of the western side of the Beatrix 
Mining Right. 

 
GPS Coordinates:  

28°9'34,526"S;  
26°42'0,414"E 
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 Description Photo 
4.  

On the R30 at the T-junction towards 
the Beatrix Mine, Virginia. 

 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°9'6,645"S;  

26°44'26,556"E 
 

 

5.  
On the R30 at the T-junction towards 

the Beatrix Mine, Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°9'52,301"S;  
26°45'7,666"E 

 

 

6.  
At the intersection of the R30 and 

R730. 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°12'15,656"S;  
26°46'30,284"E 
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 Description Photo 
7.  

At the intersection of the R30 and 
R730. 

 
 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°12'30,056"S;  
26°46'22,16"E 

 

 

8.  
At the intersection of the R30 and the 

Sectional Road S478. 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°19'13,588"S;  
26°44'42,729"E 

 

 

9.  
At the entrance of Farm Karee, at the 

south western corner of the Mining 
Right. 

 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°16'25,035"S;  
26°43'6,674"E 
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 Description Photo 
10.  

On the southern boundary of the 
Mining Right. 

 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°17'27,122"S;  
26°47'51,832"E 

 

 

11.  
At Welgeleë Silo, Senwes. 

 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°12'41,898"S;  
26°49'34,402"E 

 

 

12.  
On the R730 at the Theseus 

substation. 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°9'29,934"S;  
26°50'5,172"E 
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 Description Photo 
13.  

On the R730, at the entrance to Kitty, 
across from Merriespruit, Virginia. 

 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°7'16,493"S;  
26°50'10,212"E 

 

 

14.  
 

Calabria Street, Meloding, just off the 
R73, Virginia. 

 
GPS Coordinates:  

28°7'57,6"S;  
26°54'42,758"E 

 

 

15.  
Southeastern boundary of the Mining 

Right, on the R73. 
 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°15'13,728"S;  
26°56'38,61"E 
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 Description Photo 
16.  

On the Eastern boundary of the Mining 
Right at the entrance of Junctionsdrift. 

 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°11'47,915"S;  
26°59'48,091"E 

 

 

 

17.  
Virginia Library in Civic Avenue where 

a hard copy of the DBARs were 
available. 

 
GPS Coordinates:  

28°10712"S;  
26°86904"E 

 
 

 

18. 
 

 
Meloding Library, 1465 Meloding Way 
where a hard copy of the DBARs were 

available. 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°13078"S;  
26°89741"E 
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 Description Photo 
19.  

Theunissen Library, 37 Pienaar 
Avenue where a hard copy of the 

DBARs were available. 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
28°40133"S;  
26°71222"E 

 
 

 

20.  
Welkom Library, 5 Tulbagh Street, 
Welkom where a hard copy of the 

DBARs were available. 
 

GPS Coordinates:  
27°97860"S;  
26°73754"E 
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APPENDIX E - BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
 

 English BID with registration and comment form 

 Sesotho BID with registration and comment form 

  



 

 
 

63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 2128   PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 2128   South Africa  

Tel: +27 (0) 11 803 5726   Fax: +27 (0) 11 803 5745   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 

DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 

2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

 
 
PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with 
information regarding the ownership transfer and 
consolidation of Mining Rights in the Free State. 
 
The aim of this document is to: 
 Invite your participation and registration as an 

I&AP. 
 Provide information about the proposed 

applications. 
 Indicate how I&APs can become involved in the 

process, receive information, raise issues, and 
comment. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received key 
approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to 
proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the 
acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 
 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State 

(SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold 
Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold 
Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining 
Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye 
Gold to Neo Energy. 

 
Please note that these administrative processes do 
not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All 
mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
LOCATION 
 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS 10005 
MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District 
of Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. The 
Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km 
from Virginia, 12 km from Theunissen, and about 
40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of the 
Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 
Refer to Figure 1. 
 
Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is 
situated in the Free State Magisterial District of 
Theunissen and Ventersburg. The Mining Right area 
lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km 
from Virginia, and 43 km from Welkom, and falls 
under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and 
Masilonyana Local Municipalities. Refer to Figure 
2. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION 
 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
This application for Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises 
the consolidation of a portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while 
simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. 
Refer to Figure 3. 
 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises 
the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). The 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 
081 MR)) (this application) will thereafter only 
contain the following infrastructure: 
 Beatrix 4 Shaft. 
 Metallurgical Plant. 
 Tailing Storage Facility. 
 Waste Rock Dump. 
 Waste Water Treatment Works. 
 Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 
 
The Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) will then be transferred to Neo 
Energy. Refer to Figure 4. 
 
LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has 
been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the EA 
applications in accordance with the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 
of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 
 
Environmental Authorisation 
An EA for each application is required under the 
NEMA for the following activity: 
 
GN R 983: 
Activity 21 D: Any activity including the operation 
of that activity which requires an amendment or 
variation to a right or permit in terms of Section 
102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, as well as any other applicable 
activity contained in this Listing Notice or in Listing 
Notice 3 of 2014, required for such amendment. 
 
DELEGATED COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
 
The delegated competent authority responsible for 
administering and implementation of the relevant 
legislation is the Free State Department of Mineral 
and Petroleum Resources (DMPR). 
 

WHAT IS BASIC ASSESSMENT 
 
A BA is a streamlined environmental assessment 
process prescribed for activities that are 
anticipated to have limited or site-specific 
environmental impacts that can be mitigated 
without the need for a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment. This process is regulated under 
Section 24 of the NEMA and applies to activities 
listed in GN R 983. 
 
Before any listed activity can commence, an EA 
must be obtained from the relevant competent 
authority, in this case the Free State DMPR. 
 
THE BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
The BA process comprises several key phases that 
ensure compliance with legal requirements and 
facilitate public participation. The process is 
summarised below and illustrated in Figure 5: 
 
Phase 1: Notification of Authorities 
An official application for EA was submitted to the 
Free State DMPR in May 2025 for the following 
mining rights: 
 Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources 

(Wits Gold) – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 
DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11. 

 Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye 
Gold) – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; 
formerly FS 081 MR), DMPR Reference: FS-
00093-MR/102. 

 
These applications triggered the formal 
commencement of the BA process under the NEMA. 
 
Phase 2: Public Participation Process 
Public participation is a cornerstone of the BA 
process and is undertaken in accordance with 
Chapter 6 of GN R 982. It ensures transparency, 
inclusivity, and meaningful engagement with 
I&APs. 
 
Step 1: Notification and Issue Identification 
 I&APs will be notified of the proposed Project 

through direct communication and public 
notices. 

 A Background Information Document will be 
distributed, providing an overview of the 
Project, a locality map, and a 
registration/comments form. 

 I&APs will be invited to register their interest 
in order to receive further information. 

 
Step 2: Review of the Draft Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 A Comment and Response Report (CRR) will be 

compiled to document all input received from 
I&APs during Step 1. 
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 The Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBAR) and 
the Environmental Management Programmes 
(EMPr) will be released for a formal 30-day 
public review period from 30 June to 30 July 
2025. 

 The documents will be made available for 
viewing at designated public locations and on 
the Sibanye and GCS website. You are hereby 
invited to review the DBARs and submit 
comments during the public comment period, 
which will run from 14 November 2025 to 8 
January 2026 at the following locations: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 

Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 

Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 

Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 

Pienaar Ave, and Theunissen. 
o Sibanye’s data free portal: 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o GCS Website: https://www.gcs-

sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Written comments and substantiated issues 
must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026. 

 Meetings have been scheduled to provide the 
public with an opportunity to obtain more 
information on the Project and to participate 
in the process. The public are hereby invited 
to attend one of the following public meetings: 
Date: Wednesday, 26 November 2025 
Time: 14h00 
Venue: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 

 
Step 3: Submission of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 All comments received during the public 

review period will be considered in the 
preparation of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports (FBAR). 

 The FBARs, along with the final EMPrs and 
updated CRRs, will then be submitted to the 
DMPR for consideration and decision-making. 

 All I&APs on the Project database will be 
notified of the submission of the FBARs to the 
DMPR and again once the DMPR has issued its 
decisions on the FBARs. 

 
Step 4: Notification of Environmental 
Authorisations and Appeal Period 
 Once the EAs have been issued by the DMPR, 

all registered I&APs will be informed of the 
outcomes. 

 The notifications will include details on the 
statutory appeal period and guidance on the 
procedure to lodge an appeal, in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the 
Regulation. 

 
Phase 1 

Submit Application Forms to the DMPR 
 

Authority Acknowledgement 

 
                 

Phase 2: Steps 1 and 2 

Commence and Announce BA Processes 
 

Comment Period (14 November 2025 to 8 January 
2026) 

 

Consider comments received and finalise reports 
 

Submit FBARs to the DMPR (15 January 2026) 

 
 

Phase 2: Steps 3 and 4 

DMPR Acceptance of submissions of the FBARs 
 

DMPR Decisions and Notifications 
 

Appeal Phase 
Figure 5: Diagrammatic representation of the 
Basic Assessment Process to be followed 
 
REGISTERING AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED 
PARTY 
 
By registering as an I&AP, you will be included in 
the Project stakeholder database and receive 
further information in future for comment. Your 
comments will ensure that all relevant issues are 
incorporated and addressed. 
 
Please complete and submit the enclosed 
registration / comment sheet or contact GCS if you 
wish to comment or register on the Project. I&APs 
who wish to participate by contributing comments, 
or who would like to obtain more information, 
should please contact: 
 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 

E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 

Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Figure 1: Locality Plan indicating the existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
 

 
Figure 3: Locality Plan indicating the amended SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
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Figure 2: Locality Plan indicating the existing Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
 

 
Figure 4: Locality Plan indicating the amended Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) to be 
transferred to Neo Energy 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 

DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 

2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 
 

Registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) will be informed of ongoing developments via their 
preferred means of communication (SMS, e-mail). Please register as an I&AP and provide comments by 

sending this form, or other written correspondence, to the contact details provided below: 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 

Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 
Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 

E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 

 
Please formally register me as an Interested and Affected Party Yes No 

I would like to receive my notifications by E-mail SMS 

Please indicate which sector you represent and also provide a name 

Government 
Department  

Municipality  

Community  

Non-
Government 
Organisation 

 

Business  

If you are a landowner or land occupier, please indicate which farm(s) and portion(s) you reside on 

Landowner 
 

 

Land occupier 
 

 

Please fill in your contact details below for the Project database 

Title, Full Name  

Designation  

Cell phone  Fax  Tel  

E-mail  
‘ 
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Postal Address 
 
 
 

Do you have any specific concerns, issues to raise or general comments that the Applicant or Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner should consider? Please state below:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In compliance with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013) (POPI Act) you are 
requested to provide consent to GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) in utilising your personal 
information throughout the process. GCS is obliged to use this information only for the purpose of this Project. 
 
Kindly complete the following section, as permission to engage you in respect of the Public Participation 
Process that will be undertaken for the Project. If there are any other stakeholders, we should include onto 
the stakeholder database for the Project, please provide their contact details. 
 
Title, Full Name  

Organisation  

Cell phone  

E-mail  

   
   
Signature  Date 

 
 



 

 
 

63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 2128   PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 2128   South Africa  

Tel: +27 (0) 11 803 5726   Fax: +27 (0) 11 803 5745   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd                 Reg No:   2002/028494/07 
Offices:      Johannesburg  
Directors:   DA Kriel (Managing ) |  AC Johnstone   | W Sherriff   |  T Isaac  |   A Theunissen   
 

 
 

 
TOKOMANE E MABAPI LE TLHAHISOLESEDING YA BOITSHETLEHO BA 

DITABA 
 

KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 

Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 

2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 

 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 

 
 
MORERO WA TOKOMANE 
 
Morero wa tokomane ena ke ho neha Batho ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
tlhahisoleseding e mabapi le fetisa bong le ho 
kopanya Ditokelo tsa ho Rafa ka hara Freistata. 
 
Sepheo sa tokomane ena ke: 
 Ho o mema hore o tle o nke karolo le ho 

ingodisa jwalo ka Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho (I&AP). 

 Ho fana ka tlhahisoleseding mabapi le dikopo 
tse sisintsweng. 

 Ho bontsha ka moo Batho ba Anngweng hape 
ba nang le Kgahleho ba ka bang le seabo 
tshebetsong, ba fumane tlhahisoleseding, ba 
hlahise ditaba, le ho tshwaela. 

TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
setheo se ka tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane 
kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe 
ya Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya 
tjhafo ya Beatrix 4 ya Sibanye-Stillwater. Ho 
tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e 
tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
 Ho fetisetsa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 

Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), eo 
ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand 
Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), ho 
ya ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 
(Sibanye Gold). 

 Ho kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 

 Ho fetisa Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho 
Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 

 
Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa 
tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife kapa 
dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng 
kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le hoo. 
Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e 
tshehetsang e tla nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e 
ne e dumelletswe pejana. 
 
SEBAKA 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng 
sa Makgistrata wa Freistata sa Ventersburg, 
Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e 
sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka 
borwa ho Virginia, tse 12 ka borwa ho Theunissen 
le tse 40 ka borwa ho Theunissen, Masepaleng wa 
Selehae wa Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba 
Setshwantsho sa 1. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR 
ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa 
Masepala sa Freistata sa Theunissen le 
Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka 



 
 

2 

etsang dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho 
Theunissen, 27 ka borwa ho Virginia le 25, 43 ka 
borwa ho Welkom, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa 
Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba Setshwantsho sa 
2. 
 
DIKOPO BAKENG SA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) ka 
mokgwa wa Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) e akarelletsa ho 
kopangwa ha karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka 
hara Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 
MR), ho ntse ho le jwalo e fetisetswa le ho Sibanye 
Gold. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 3. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho, ka mokgwa 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo e akarelletsa ho kopangwa ha 
karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka hara Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 MR). Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR 
(FS 081 MR) (kopo ena) e tla re ka mora moo ya 
kenyelletsa feela moralo wa motheo o latelang: 
 Tjhafo ya Beatrix 4.  
 Polante ya Saense e sebetsang ka Methale. 
 Fasilithi ya Polokelo ya Dihlahiswa tsa 

Tshebetso ya Diminerale 
 Moo ho Lahlelwang Majwe. 
 Tshebetso tsa Tlhwekiso ya Metsi a 

Dikgwerekgwere 
 Matamo a Taolo ya Tshilafatso le Matamo a 

Moyafatso. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR) e tla be e se e fetisetswa ho 
Neo Energy. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 4. 
 
BOEMO BA MOLAO 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e 
kgethuwe ho ba Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
bakeng sa ho sebetsana le dikopo tsa Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho ka ho ya ka Molao wa Naha wa 
Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho, 1998 (Molao wa No. 107 wa 
1998) (NEMA), le melawana e amanang le ona. 
 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) e a hlokeha tlasa 
Molao wa Naha wa Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho (NEMA) 
bakeng sa mosebetsi o latelang:  
 
GN R 983: 
Mosebetsi wa 21 D: Mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o 
kenyelletsang tshebetso ya mosebetsi oo e hlokang 
ho fetolwa kapa phapang ho tokelo kapa tumello 
ka ho ya ka Karolo ya 102 ya Molao wa Diminerale 

le Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Petroliamo, 
ekasitana le mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o sebetsang o 
leng ka hara Tsebiso ya Ngodiso kapa Tsebiso ya 
Ngodiso 3 ya 2014, e hlokehang bakeng sa phetolo 
eo.  
 
BOLAODI BO FUWENG MATLA 
 
Bolaodi bo fuweng matla bo ikarabelang 
tsamaisong le tabeng ya ho kenya tshebetsong 
melao e tshwanetsneg ke Lefapha la Diminerale le 
Mehlodi ya Petroliamo la Freistata (DMPR). 
 
TEKOLO YA MOTHEO KE ENG 
 
Tekolo ya Motheo e tsamaisana le tshebetso ya 
tekolo ya tikoloho e laetsweng bakeng sa 
mesebetsi e lebelletsweng ho ba le dikgahla tse 
nyane kapa tse kgethetsweng sebaka se itseng sa 
tikoloho e leng tse ka fokotswang ntle le tlhokeho 
e felletseng ya Tekolo ya Sekgahla sa Tikoloho. 
Tshebetso ena e laolwa tlasa Karolo ya 24 ya NEMA 
mme e sebetsa hodima mesebetsi e boletsweng 
Molawaneng wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 983. 
 
Pele mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o ngodisitsweng o ka 
qala, ho tshwanetswe hore ho fumanwe Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho (EA) ho tswa bolaoding bo fuweng 
matla bo tshwanetseng, mme mona ke DMPR ya 
Freistata. 
 
TSHEBETSO YA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO 
 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e kenyelletsa 
mekgahlelo e mmalwa ya bohlokwa e etsang 
bonnete ba hore ho latelwa ditlhoko tsa molao le 
ho thusa ka ho nka karolo ha setjhaba. Tshebetso 
ena e kgutsufaditswe mona ka tlase mme e 
bontshwa Setshwantshong sa 5: 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 1: Tsebiso ka Bolaodi 
Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho e ile 
ya romelwa ho DMPR ka Motsheanong 2025 bakeng 
sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Witwatersrand 

Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) – 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMPR: FS-
00040-MR/11. 

 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited (Sibanye Gold) – Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; 
e pejane e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya 
DMPR: FS-00093-MR/102. 

 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao 
tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa NEMA. 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 2: Tshebetso ya Bonkakarolo ba 
Setjhaba 
Bonka-karolo ba setjhaba ke mohato wa bohlokwa 
wa tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo mme e etswa ka 
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ho latela Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya 
Mmuso wa GN R 982. E etsa hore ho be le bonnete 
ba hore ho sebeletswa pepeneneng, ho akaretsa 
batho mme o na le tshebedisano e utlwahalang le 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho. 
 
Mohato wa 1: Tsebiso le Ho Hlwauwa ha Taba 
 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba na le Kgahleho ba 

tla tsebiswa ka projeke e sisintsweng ka 
dikgokahano tse tobileng le ka ditsebiso tsa 
setjhaba. 

 Ho tla fanwa ka Tokomane e mabapi le 
Tlhahisoleseding ya Boitshetleho ba Ditaba, e 
leng e fanang ka kakaretso ya Projeke, mmapa 
wa sebaka, foromo ya ngodiso/ditshwaelo.  

 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
ba tla kotjwa ho ngodisa kgahleho ya bona hore 
ba tle ba fumane tlhahisoleseding e 
eketsehileng. 

 
Mohato wa 2: Hlahlobo ya Moralo wa Ditlaleho tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ho tla ngolwa le ho bokellwa Tlaleho ya 

Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (CRR) e tla kenyelletsa 
ditlhahiso tsohle tse fumanweng ho tswa ho 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
Mohatong wa 1.  

 Ditlaleho tsa Moralo wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
(DBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho 
(EMPr) di tla ntshiwa bakeng sa nako ya tlwaelo 
ya tlhahlobo ya setjhaba ya matsatsi a 30 ho 
tloha ka la 30 Phupjane ho ya ho la 30 Phupu 
2025. 

 Ditokomane di tla fumaneha ho ka hlahlojwa 
dibakeng tsa setjhaba tse kgethuweng le 
webosaeteng ya Sibanye le GCS. Mona o 
mengwa hore o hlahlobe Ditlaleho tsa Moralo 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-DBAR) e be o romela 
maikutlo a hao ka nako ya ho fana ka maikutlo 
a setjhaba, e tla qala ho tlha ka la 14 
Pudungwana 2025 ho ya ho la 8 Pherekgong 
2026. dibakeng tse latelang: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 

Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 

Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 

Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 

Pienaar Ave leTheunissen. 
o Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye: 

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o Webosaete ya GCS: https://www.gcs-

sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse 
tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho 
GCS ho eso fete 8 Pherekgong 2026. 

 
 Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba 

monyetla wa ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e 

eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo 
tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa ho 
kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse 
latelang: 
Letsatsi: Laboraro, 26 Pudungwana 2025 
Nako: 14h00 
Sebaka: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 

 
Mohato wa 3: Ho Romelwa ha Dipehelo tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ditshwaelo tsohle tse fumanweng ka nako ya 

tlhahlobo ya setjhaba di tla elwa hloko 
tokisetsong ya Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo. 

 Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya 
Tikoloho (di-EMP) a makgaolakgang le Tlaleho 
ya Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (di-CRR) e 
ntlafaditsweng, di tla be di se di romelwa ho 
DMPR bakeng sa ho ya elwa hloko le ho etswa 
qeto ka tsona. 

 Batho bohle ba Anngweng hape ba nang le 
Kgahleho ba leng ho databeise ya Projeke ba 
tla tsebiswa ka ho romelwa ha Ditlaleho tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-FBAR) 
DMPR le hape ha DMPR le se le entse diqeto ka 
di-Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR). 

 
Mohato wa 4: Tsebiso ka Ditumello ka tsa 
Tikoloho le Nako ya Boipiletso 
 Hang ho ba ho fanwe ka Ditumello ka tsa 

Tikoloho (di-EA) ke DMPR, Batho bohle ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba tla 
tsebiswa ka diphetho tseo. 

 Ditsebiso di tla kenyelletsa dintlha tse mabapi 
le nako ya semolao ya boipiletso le tataiso ya 
ka moo o ka etsang boipiletso ka teng, ka ho 
ya ka dipehelo tse tshwanetseng tsa 
Molawana. 
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Mokgahlelo wa 1 
Romela Diforomo tsa Kopo ho DMPR 

 
Kananelo ya Bolaodi 

 
 

Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 1 le 2 

Ho Qalwa le ho Phatlalatswa ha Ditshebeletso tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) 

 

Nako ya Ditshwaelo (14 Pudungwana ho ya ho la 8 
Pherekgong 2026) 

 

Ho elwa hloko ha ditshwaelo tse fumanweng mme 
ho qetellwa ditlaleho 

 

Ho romelwa ha di-FBAR ho DMPR (15 Pherekgong 
2026) 

 
 

Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 3 le 4 

DMPR e Amohela ditlhahiso tsa di-FBAR 
 

Diqeto le Ditsebiso tsa DMPR 
 

Mokgahlelo wa Boipiletso 
Setshwantsho sa 5: Ditshwantsho tse bontshang 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e 
tshwanetsweng ho latelwa  
 
HO INGODISA JWALO KA MOTHO YA ANNGWENG 
HAPE YA NANG LE KGAHLEHO 
 
Ka ho ingodisa ho ba Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho, o tla kenyelletswa databeising 
ya bakgathatema ba Projeke mme o fumane 
tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng hore o tshwaele. 
Ditshwaelo tsa hao di tla etsa bonnete ba hore 
ditaba tsohle tse tshwanetseng di a kenyelletswa 
hape di a rarollwa. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse mme o romele pampitshana 
e kenyelleditsweng ya ngodiso / tshwaelo kapa o 
iteanye le ba GCS ha o batla ho hlahisa maikutlo 
kapa ho ingodisa Projekeng. Batho ba Anngweng 
hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho nka karolo 
ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo, kapa ba batlang ho 
fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa 
ho iteanya le: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda 

Macheke 
Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 

Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 

Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Setshwantsho sa 1: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Wits Gold 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
 

 
Setshwantsho sa 3: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya SOFS (FS 10005 
MR) 
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Setshwantsho sa 2: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 

 
Setshwantsho sa 4: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya Beatrix (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) e lokelwang ho fetisetswa ho Neo Energy 
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KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 

Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 

2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 

 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 

 

FOROMO YA NGODISO LE TSHWAELO 
 

Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ingodisitseng ba tla tsebiswa ka ho ntseng ho etsahala ka 
mokgwa oo ba tla ikgethela ona wa dikgokahano (SMA, emeile). Re kopa hore o ingodise ho ba Motho ya 

Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho e be o fana ka ditshwaelo ka ho romela foromo ena, kapa ka ngollano, 
ho dintlha tsa bao o ka iteanyang le bona, tse mona ka tlase: 

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 

Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 

Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 

 
Ke kopa hore le nngodise ka tlwaelo jwalo ka Motho ya 
Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho Ee Tjhe 

Ke tla rata ho fumana ditsebiso tsa ka ka Emeile SMS 

Re kopa hore o bolele mokga oo o o emetseng mme hape o fane le ka lebitso 

Lefapha la 
Mmuso  

Masepala  

Baahi  

Mokgatlo o seng 
Tlasa Mmuso  

Kgwebo  

Ha o le monga mobu kapa motho ya ahileng mobung, re kopa hore o bolele hore ke (di)polasi efe le 
(di)karolo efe eo o dulang ho yona 

Monga mobu 
 

 

Motho ya 
ahileng mobung 

 

 

Re kopa hore o tlatse dintlha tsa hao mona ka tlase bakeng sa databeise ya Projeke  

Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 

 

Boemo  
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Selfounu  Fekse  Mohala  

Emeile  
‘ 
 
 

Aterese ya Poso 
 
 
 

Na o na le matshwenyeho afe kapa afe a itseng, ditaba tseo o batlang ho di hlahisa kapa ditshwaelo tse 
akaretsang tseo Mokopi kapa Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho a tshwanelang ho di ela hloko? Re kopa 
hore o di bolele mona ka tlase:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ka ho ikamahanya le Molao wa Tshireletso ya Tlhahisoleseding ya Motho ka Seqo, 2013 (Molao wa No. 4 wa 
2013) (Molao wa POPI) o kotjwa hore o fane ka tumello ho GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hore 
e sebedise tlhahisoleseding ya hao ka seqo tshebetsong ena yohle. GCS e tlameha ho sebedisa tlhahisoleseding 
ena bakeng sa morero wa Projeke ena feela. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse karolo ena, jwalo ka tumello ya ho sebedisana le wena mabapi le Tshebetso ya 
Bonkakarolo ba Setjhaba e tla etswa bakeng sa Projeke. Ha ho na le bakgathatema bafe kapa bafe ba bang 
hape, bao re tshwanelang ho ba kenyelletsa databeising ya bakgathatema bakeng sa Projeke, re kopa hore o 
fane ka dintlha tsa moo re ka iteanyang le bona ho tsona.  
 
Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 

 

Mokgatlo  

Selfounu  

Emeile  

   
   
Tshaeno  Letsatsi 
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APPENDIX F - PROOF OF DELIVERY OF THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT AND 
NOTIFICATION EMAILS SENT TO I&APS 
 

 Delivery receipts of Draft Basic Assessment Reports to public places 

 Proof of email notifications sent on 11 and 21 November 2025 

  















From: Anelle Lotter

Cc: Public Participation Processes; "Anelle Lotter"; "Luyanda Macheke"; Paula Tolksdorff

Bcc: "asevdmerwe@vodamail.co.za"; "uys178@gmail.com"; "prinsloo.wilma3@gmail.com";
"Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za"; "Cedrick.Fhedzisani@dmre.gov.za"; "Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za";
"Tuwani.Monyai@dmre.gov.za"; "bcadmin@dffe.gov.za"; "StanleyT@dffe.gov.za"; "rmagodi@dffe.gov.za";
"Tnethononda@dffe.gov.za"; "MLuula@dffe.gov.za"; "sdlamini@dffe.gov.za"; "memorudu@dffe.gov.za";
"wlutsch@environment.gov.za"; "Pheladi.masipa@energy.gov.za"; "mmboniseni.murathi@nersa.org.za";
"paul.mahlangu@nersa.org.za"; "AbrahamsN@nra.co.za"; "fukus@destea.gov.za"; "mkhosana@destea.gov.za";
"moalosil@destea.gov.za"; "mphapangm@destea.gov.za"; "mpmphapang@gmail.com";
"mkhosana@destea.gov.za"; "NtiliT@dws.gov.za"; "letloenyanem@dws.gov.za"; "lenongP@dws.gov.za";
"mahlael@dws.gov.za"; "kumaloz@dws.gov.za"; "maseloanek@dws.gov.za"; "musekenen2@dws.gov.za";
"mathisoz@dws.gov.za"; "DywiliS@dws.gov.za"; "letloenyanem@dws.gov.za"; "kumaloZ@dws.gov.za";
"maseloanek@dws.gov.za"; "musekeneN2@dws.gov.za"; "khwinanap@dws.gov.za"; "siganunud@dws.gov.za";
"mahlael@dws.gov.za"; "LydiaB@daff.gov.za"; "info@dalrrd.gov.za"; "DLUSM@DAFF.gov.za";
"petuniam@daff.gov.za"; "ThembiNy@dalrrd.gov.za"; "CherityG@dalrrd.gov.za"; "BridgetT@Dalrrd.gov.za";
"SerahMu@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "MpumeN@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "VuyiswaQ@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "JabulileM@Dalrrd.gov.za";
"mokonet@dard.gov.za"; "fsroadplanning@gmail.com"; "Kagisho.mokae@energy.gov.za";
"Kagisho.Mokae@dmre.gov.za"; "Mbatha.npz@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "info@sahra.org.za"; "nhiggitt@sahra.org.za";
"majoro@lejwe.co.za"; "ntakumbanav@gmail.com"; "motshewasefotha@gmail.com"; "majoro@lejwe.co.za";
"khaya@lejwe.co.za"; "mathaboleeto@gmail.com"; "Leratolachobane@icloud.com"; "skapisto@gmail.com";
"yolisa@lejwe.co.za"; "mm@lejwe.co.za"; "betty.notsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "info@matjhabeng.co.za";
"betty.notsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "zigisat@matjhabeng.co.za"; "selloane.tlali@matjhabeng.co.za";
"mm@matjhabeng.co.za"; "Charles.Stofile@matjhabeng.co.za"; "bheke.stofile@matjhabeng.co.za";
"Mapitsos@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgojane.matutle@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgojismm@gmail.com";
"Morakane.mothekhe@matjhabeng.co.za"; "tefo.morallana@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mashelenn@lejwe.co.za";
"aba.thandi@gmail.com"; "serake.leeuw@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mlungisi.martins@matjhabeng.co.za";
"bassiehelepi05@gmail.com"; "pelokgolo.mphore@matjhabeng.co.za"; "pheello.nthuba@matjhabeng.co.za";
"johanna.badenhorst@matjhabeng.co.za"; "lerato.mohapi@matjhabeng.co.za";
"bassie.helepi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "moupa.khepeng@matjhabeng.co.za";
"nomthandazo.monjovo@matjhabeng.co.za"; "veronica.sontenjwa@matjhabeng.co.za";
"marthinus.duplessis@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sankane.ramalefane@matjhabeng.co.za";
"sipho.tsunke@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sabata.moshoeu@matjhabeng.co.za";
"tsokolo.theligoane@matjhabeng.co.za"; "ratsie.moopela@matjhabeng.co.za";
"sechaba.motlatsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "itumeleng.molula@matjhabeng.co.za";
"thandisa.kalipa@matjhabeng.co.za"; "itu.maruping@matjhabeng.co.za"; "paseka.ramatisa@matjhabeng.co.za";
"botswana.montoeli@matjhabeng.co.za"; "khulukazi.ntoni@matjhabeng.co.za";
"lerato.makaliane@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgoarai.tlake@matjhabeng.co.za";
"manene.mphikeleli@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sophia.vanrooyen@matjhabeng.co.za";
"mpho.mokhothu@matjhabeng.co.za"; "gehard.botha@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mosia.tsupane@matjhabeng.co.za";
"ntebaleng.nkone@matjhabeng.co.za"; "moeti.molefi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "rene.steyn@matjhabeng.co.za";
"coreen.malherbe@matjhabeng.co.za"; "werner.jansevanrensburg@matjhabeng.co.za";
"igor.scheurkogel@matjhabeng.co.za"; "clement.hanisi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "dkobi@masilonyana.co.za";
"maki.masilonyana@gmail.com"; "info@masilonyana.co.za"; "corporate@masilonyana.co.za";
"rose@masilonyana.co.za"; "lungile.mlondo@gmail.com"; "nkonemakata2@gmail.com";
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 


 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 


DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 


2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 


 
 
PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with 
information regarding the ownership transfer and 
consolidation of Mining Rights in the Free State. 
 
The aim of this document is to: 
 Invite your participation and registration as an 


I&AP. 
 Provide information about the proposed 


applications. 
 Indicate how I&APs can become involved in the 


process, receive information, raise issues, and 
comment. 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received key 
approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to 
proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the 
acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 
 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State 


(SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold 
Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold 
Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 


 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 


 Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining 
Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye 
Gold to Neo Energy. 


 
Please note that these administrative processes do 
not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All 
mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
LOCATION 
 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS 10005 
MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District 
of Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. The 
Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km 
from Virginia, 12 km from Theunissen, and about 
40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of the 
Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 
Refer to Figure 1. 
 
Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is 
situated in the Free State Magisterial District of 
Theunissen and Ventersburg. The Mining Right area 
lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km 
from Virginia, and 43 km from Welkom, and falls 
under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and 
Masilonyana Local Municipalities. Refer to Figure 
2. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION 
 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
This application for Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises 
the consolidation of a portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while 
simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. 
Refer to Figure 3. 
 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises 
the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). The 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 
081 MR)) (this application) will thereafter only 
contain the following infrastructure: 
 Beatrix 4 Shaft. 
 Metallurgical Plant. 
 Tailing Storage Facility. 
 Waste Rock Dump. 
 Waste Water Treatment Works. 
 Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 
 
The Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) will then be transferred to Neo 
Energy. Refer to Figure 4. 
 
LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has 
been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the EA 
applications in accordance with the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 
of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 
 
Environmental Authorisation 
An EA for each application is required under the 
NEMA for the following activity: 
 
GN R 983: 
Activity 21 D: Any activity including the operation 
of that activity which requires an amendment or 
variation to a right or permit in terms of Section 
102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, as well as any other applicable 
activity contained in this Listing Notice or in Listing 
Notice 3 of 2014, required for such amendment. 
 
DELEGATED COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
 
The delegated competent authority responsible for 
administering and implementation of the relevant 
legislation is the Free State Department of Mineral 
and Petroleum Resources (DMPR). 
 


WHAT IS BASIC ASSESSMENT 
 
A BA is a streamlined environmental assessment 
process prescribed for activities that are 
anticipated to have limited or site-specific 
environmental impacts that can be mitigated 
without the need for a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment. This process is regulated under 
Section 24 of the NEMA and applies to activities 
listed in GN R 983. 
 
Before any listed activity can commence, an EA 
must be obtained from the relevant competent 
authority, in this case the Free State DMPR. 
 
THE BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
The BA process comprises several key phases that 
ensure compliance with legal requirements and 
facilitate public participation. The process is 
summarised below and illustrated in Figure 5: 
 
Phase 1: Notification of Authorities 
An official application for EA was submitted to the 
Free State DMPR in May 2025 for the following 
mining rights: 
 Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources 


(Wits Gold) – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 
DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11. 


 Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye 
Gold) – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; 
formerly FS 081 MR), DMPR Reference: FS-
00093-MR/102. 


 
These applications triggered the formal 
commencement of the BA process under the NEMA. 
 
Phase 2: Public Participation Process 
Public participation is a cornerstone of the BA 
process and is undertaken in accordance with 
Chapter 6 of GN R 982. It ensures transparency, 
inclusivity, and meaningful engagement with 
I&APs. 
 
Step 1: Notification and Issue Identification 
 I&APs will be notified of the proposed Project 


through direct communication and public 
notices. 


 A Background Information Document will be 
distributed, providing an overview of the 
Project, a locality map, and a 
registration/comments form. 


 I&APs will be invited to register their interest 
in order to receive further information. 


 
Step 2: Review of the Draft Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 A Comment and Response Report (CRR) will be 


compiled to document all input received from 
I&APs during Step 1. 
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 The Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBAR) and 
the Environmental Management Programmes 
(EMPr) will be released for a formal 30-day 
public review period from 30 June to 30 July 
2025. 


 The documents will be made available for 
viewing at designated public locations and on 
the Sibanye and GCS website. You are hereby 
invited to review the DBARs and submit 
comments during the public comment period, 
which will run from 14 November 2025 to 8 
January 2026 at the following locations: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 


Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 


Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 


Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 


Pienaar Ave, and Theunissen. 
o Sibanye’s data free portal: 


https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o GCS Website: https://www.gcs-


sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Written comments and substantiated issues 
must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026. 


 Meetings have been scheduled to provide the 
public with an opportunity to obtain more 
information on the Project and to participate 
in the process. The public are hereby invited 
to attend one of the following public meetings: 
Date: Wednesday, 26 November 2025 
Time: 14h00 
Venue: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 


 
Step 3: Submission of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 All comments received during the public 


review period will be considered in the 
preparation of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports (FBAR). 


 The FBARs, along with the final EMPrs and 
updated CRRs, will then be submitted to the 
DMPR for consideration and decision-making. 


 All I&APs on the Project database will be 
notified of the submission of the FBARs to the 
DMPR and again once the DMPR has issued its 
decisions on the FBARs. 


 
Step 4: Notification of Environmental 
Authorisations and Appeal Period 
 Once the EAs have been issued by the DMPR, 


all registered I&APs will be informed of the 
outcomes. 


 The notifications will include details on the 
statutory appeal period and guidance on the 
procedure to lodge an appeal, in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the 
Regulation. 


 


Phase 1 


Submit Application Forms to the DMPR 
 


Authority Acknowledgement 


 


                 


Phase 2: Steps 1 and 2 


Commence and Announce BA Processes 
 


Comment Period (14 November 2025 to 8 January 
2026) 


 


Consider comments received and finalise reports 
 


Submit FBARs to the DMPR (15 January 2026) 


 
 


Phase 2: Steps 3 and 4 


DMPR Acceptance of submissions of the FBARs 
 


DMPR Decisions and Notifications 
 


Appeal Phase 


Figure 5: Diagrammatic representation of the 
Basic Assessment Process to be followed 
 
REGISTERING AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED 
PARTY 
 
By registering as an I&AP, you will be included in 
the Project stakeholder database and receive 
further information in future for comment. Your 
comments will ensure that all relevant issues are 
incorporated and addressed. 
 
Please complete and submit the enclosed 
registration / comment sheet or contact GCS if you 
wish to comment or register on the Project. I&APs 
who wish to participate by contributing comments, 
or who would like to obtain more information, 
should please contact: 
 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 


Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 


Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Figure 1: Locality Plan indicating the existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
 


 
Figure 3: Locality Plan indicating the amended SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
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Figure 2: Locality Plan indicating the existing Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
 


 
Figure 4: Locality Plan indicating the amended Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) to be 
transferred to Neo Energy 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
 


APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 


DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 


2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 


 


REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 
 


Registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) will be informed of ongoing developments via their 
preferred means of communication (SMS, e-mail). Please register as an I&AP and provide comments by 


sending this form, or other written correspondence, to the contact details provided below: 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 


Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 
Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 


 


Please formally register me as an Interested and Affected Party Yes No 


I would like to receive my notifications by E-mail SMS 


Please indicate which sector you represent and also provide a name 


Government 
Department 


 


Municipality  


Community  


Non-
Government 
Organisation 


 


Business  


If you are a landowner or land occupier, please indicate which farm(s) and portion(s) you reside on 


Landowner 
 


 


Land occupier 
 


 


Please fill in your contact details below for the Project database 


Title, Full Name  


Designation  


Cell phone  Fax  Tel  


E-mail  


‘ 
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Postal Address 


 


 


 


Do you have any specific concerns, issues to raise or general comments that the Applicant or Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner should consider? Please state below:  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


In compliance with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013) (POPI Act) you are 
requested to provide consent to GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) in utilising your personal 
information throughout the process. GCS is obliged to use this information only for the purpose of this Project. 
 
Kindly complete the following section, as permission to engage you in respect of the Public Participation 
Process that will be undertaken for the Project. If there are any other stakeholders, we should include onto 
the stakeholder database for the Project, please provide their contact details. 
 


Title, Full Name  


Organisation  


Cell phone  


E-mail  


   
   
Signature  Date 


 
 








 


 
 


63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 2128   PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 2128   South Africa  


Tel: +27 (0) 11 803 5726   Fax: +27 (0) 11 803 5745   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd                 Reg No:   2002/028494/07 
Offices:      Johannesburg  
Directors:   DA Kriel (Managing ) |  AC Johnstone   | W Sherriff   |  T Isaac  |   A Theunissen   
 


 
 


 
TOKOMANE E MABAPI LE TLHAHISOLESEDING YA BOITSHETLEHO BA 


DITABA 
 


KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 


Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 


2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 


 
 
MORERO WA TOKOMANE 
 
Morero wa tokomane ena ke ho neha Batho ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
tlhahisoleseding e mabapi le fetisa bong le ho 
kopanya Ditokelo tsa ho Rafa ka hara Freistata. 
 
Sepheo sa tokomane ena ke: 
 Ho o mema hore o tle o nke karolo le ho 


ingodisa jwalo ka Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho (I&AP). 


 Ho fana ka tlhahisoleseding mabapi le dikopo 
tse sisintsweng. 


 Ho bontsha ka moo Batho ba Anngweng hape 
ba nang le Kgahleho ba ka bang le seabo 
tshebetsong, ba fumane tlhahisoleseding, ba 
hlahise ditaba, le ho tshwaela. 


TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
setheo se ka tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane 
kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe 
ya Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya 
tjhafo ya Beatrix 4 ya Sibanye-Stillwater. Ho 
tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e 
tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
 Ho fetisetsa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 


Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), eo 
ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand 
Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), ho 
ya ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 
(Sibanye Gold). 


 Ho kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 


 Ho fetisa Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho 
Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 


 
Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa 
tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife kapa 
dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng 
kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le hoo. 
Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e 
tshehetsang e tla nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e 
ne e dumelletswe pejana. 
 
SEBAKA 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng 
sa Makgistrata wa Freistata sa Ventersburg, 
Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e 
sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka 
borwa ho Virginia, tse 12 ka borwa ho Theunissen 
le tse 40 ka borwa ho Theunissen, Masepaleng wa 
Selehae wa Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba 
Setshwantsho sa 1. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR 
ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa 
Masepala sa Freistata sa Theunissen le 
Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka 
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etsang dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho 
Theunissen, 27 ka borwa ho Virginia le 25, 43 ka 
borwa ho Welkom, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa 
Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba Setshwantsho sa 
2. 
 
DIKOPO BAKENG SA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) ka 
mokgwa wa Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) e akarelletsa ho 
kopangwa ha karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka 
hara Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 
MR), ho ntse ho le jwalo e fetisetswa le ho Sibanye 
Gold. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 3. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho, ka mokgwa 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo e akarelletsa ho kopangwa ha 
karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka hara Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 MR). Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR 
(FS 081 MR) (kopo ena) e tla re ka mora moo ya 
kenyelletsa feela moralo wa motheo o latelang: 
 Tjhafo ya Beatrix 4.  
 Polante ya Saense e sebetsang ka Methale. 
 Fasilithi ya Polokelo ya Dihlahiswa tsa 


Tshebetso ya Diminerale 
 Moo ho Lahlelwang Majwe. 
 Tshebetso tsa Tlhwekiso ya Metsi a 


Dikgwerekgwere 
 Matamo a Taolo ya Tshilafatso le Matamo a 


Moyafatso. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR) e tla be e se e fetisetswa ho 
Neo Energy. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 4. 
 
BOEMO BA MOLAO 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e 
kgethuwe ho ba Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
bakeng sa ho sebetsana le dikopo tsa Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho ka ho ya ka Molao wa Naha wa 
Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho, 1998 (Molao wa No. 107 wa 
1998) (NEMA), le melawana e amanang le ona. 
 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) e a hlokeha tlasa 
Molao wa Naha wa Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho (NEMA) 
bakeng sa mosebetsi o latelang:  
 
GN R 983: 
Mosebetsi wa 21 D: Mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o 
kenyelletsang tshebetso ya mosebetsi oo e hlokang 
ho fetolwa kapa phapang ho tokelo kapa tumello 
ka ho ya ka Karolo ya 102 ya Molao wa Diminerale 


le Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Petroliamo, 
ekasitana le mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o sebetsang o 
leng ka hara Tsebiso ya Ngodiso kapa Tsebiso ya 
Ngodiso 3 ya 2014, e hlokehang bakeng sa phetolo 
eo.  
 
BOLAODI BO FUWENG MATLA 
 
Bolaodi bo fuweng matla bo ikarabelang 
tsamaisong le tabeng ya ho kenya tshebetsong 
melao e tshwanetsneg ke Lefapha la Diminerale le 
Mehlodi ya Petroliamo la Freistata (DMPR). 
 
TEKOLO YA MOTHEO KE ENG 
 
Tekolo ya Motheo e tsamaisana le tshebetso ya 
tekolo ya tikoloho e laetsweng bakeng sa 
mesebetsi e lebelletsweng ho ba le dikgahla tse 
nyane kapa tse kgethetsweng sebaka se itseng sa 
tikoloho e leng tse ka fokotswang ntle le tlhokeho 
e felletseng ya Tekolo ya Sekgahla sa Tikoloho. 
Tshebetso ena e laolwa tlasa Karolo ya 24 ya NEMA 
mme e sebetsa hodima mesebetsi e boletsweng 
Molawaneng wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 983. 
 
Pele mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o ngodisitsweng o ka 
qala, ho tshwanetswe hore ho fumanwe Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho (EA) ho tswa bolaoding bo fuweng 
matla bo tshwanetseng, mme mona ke DMPR ya 
Freistata. 
 
TSHEBETSO YA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO 
 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e kenyelletsa 
mekgahlelo e mmalwa ya bohlokwa e etsang 
bonnete ba hore ho latelwa ditlhoko tsa molao le 
ho thusa ka ho nka karolo ha setjhaba. Tshebetso 
ena e kgutsufaditswe mona ka tlase mme e 
bontshwa Setshwantshong sa 5: 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 1: Tsebiso ka Bolaodi 
Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho e ile 
ya romelwa ho DMPR ka Motsheanong 2025 bakeng 
sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Witwatersrand 


Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) – 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMPR: FS-
00040-MR/11. 


 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited (Sibanye Gold) – Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; 
e pejane e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya 
DMPR: FS-00093-MR/102. 


 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao 
tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa NEMA. 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 2: Tshebetso ya Bonkakarolo ba 
Setjhaba 
Bonka-karolo ba setjhaba ke mohato wa bohlokwa 
wa tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo mme e etswa ka 







 
 


3 


ho latela Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya 
Mmuso wa GN R 982. E etsa hore ho be le bonnete 
ba hore ho sebeletswa pepeneneng, ho akaretsa 
batho mme o na le tshebedisano e utlwahalang le 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho. 
 
Mohato wa 1: Tsebiso le Ho Hlwauwa ha Taba 
 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba na le Kgahleho ba 


tla tsebiswa ka projeke e sisintsweng ka 
dikgokahano tse tobileng le ka ditsebiso tsa 
setjhaba. 


 Ho tla fanwa ka Tokomane e mabapi le 
Tlhahisoleseding ya Boitshetleho ba Ditaba, e 
leng e fanang ka kakaretso ya Projeke, mmapa 
wa sebaka, foromo ya ngodiso/ditshwaelo.  


 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
ba tla kotjwa ho ngodisa kgahleho ya bona hore 
ba tle ba fumane tlhahisoleseding e 
eketsehileng. 


 
Mohato wa 2: Hlahlobo ya Moralo wa Ditlaleho tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ho tla ngolwa le ho bokellwa Tlaleho ya 


Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (CRR) e tla kenyelletsa 
ditlhahiso tsohle tse fumanweng ho tswa ho 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
Mohatong wa 1.  


 Ditlaleho tsa Moralo wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
(DBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho 
(EMPr) di tla ntshiwa bakeng sa nako ya tlwaelo 
ya tlhahlobo ya setjhaba ya matsatsi a 30 ho 
tloha ka la 30 Phupjane ho ya ho la 30 Phupu 
2025. 


 Ditokomane di tla fumaneha ho ka hlahlojwa 
dibakeng tsa setjhaba tse kgethuweng le 
webosaeteng ya Sibanye le GCS. Mona o 
mengwa hore o hlahlobe Ditlaleho tsa Moralo 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-DBAR) e be o romela 
maikutlo a hao ka nako ya ho fana ka maikutlo 
a setjhaba, e tla qala ho tlha ka la 14 
Pudungwana 2025 ho ya ho la 8 Pherekgong 
2026. dibakeng tse latelang: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 


Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 


Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 


Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 


Pienaar Ave leTheunissen. 
o Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye: 


https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o Webosaete ya GCS: https://www.gcs-


sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse 
tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho 
GCS ho eso fete 8 Pherekgong 2026. 


 
 Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba 


monyetla wa ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e 


eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo 
tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa ho 
kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse 
latelang: 
Letsatsi: Laboraro, 26 Pudungwana 2025 
Nako: 14h00 
Sebaka: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 


 
Mohato wa 3: Ho Romelwa ha Dipehelo tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ditshwaelo tsohle tse fumanweng ka nako ya 


tlhahlobo ya setjhaba di tla elwa hloko 
tokisetsong ya Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo. 


 Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya 
Tikoloho (di-EMP) a makgaolakgang le Tlaleho 
ya Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (di-CRR) e 
ntlafaditsweng, di tla be di se di romelwa ho 
DMPR bakeng sa ho ya elwa hloko le ho etswa 
qeto ka tsona. 


 Batho bohle ba Anngweng hape ba nang le 
Kgahleho ba leng ho databeise ya Projeke ba 
tla tsebiswa ka ho romelwa ha Ditlaleho tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-FBAR) 
DMPR le hape ha DMPR le se le entse diqeto ka 
di-Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR). 


 
Mohato wa 4: Tsebiso ka Ditumello ka tsa 
Tikoloho le Nako ya Boipiletso 
 Hang ho ba ho fanwe ka Ditumello ka tsa 


Tikoloho (di-EA) ke DMPR, Batho bohle ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba tla 
tsebiswa ka diphetho tseo. 


 Ditsebiso di tla kenyelletsa dintlha tse mabapi 
le nako ya semolao ya boipiletso le tataiso ya 
ka moo o ka etsang boipiletso ka teng, ka ho 
ya ka dipehelo tse tshwanetseng tsa 
Molawana. 
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Mokgahlelo wa 1 


Romela Diforomo tsa Kopo ho DMPR 
 


Kananelo ya Bolaodi 


 


 


Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 1 le 2 


Ho Qalwa le ho Phatlalatswa ha Ditshebeletso tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) 


 


Nako ya Ditshwaelo (14 Pudungwana ho ya ho la 8 
Pherekgong 2026) 


 


Ho elwa hloko ha ditshwaelo tse fumanweng mme 
ho qetellwa ditlaleho 


 


Ho romelwa ha di-FBAR ho DMPR (15 Pherekgong 
2026) 


 


 


Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 3 le 4 


DMPR e Amohela ditlhahiso tsa di-FBAR 
 


Diqeto le Ditsebiso tsa DMPR 
 


Mokgahlelo wa Boipiletso 


Setshwantsho sa 5: Ditshwantsho tse bontshang 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e 
tshwanetsweng ho latelwa  
 
HO INGODISA JWALO KA MOTHO YA ANNGWENG 
HAPE YA NANG LE KGAHLEHO 
 
Ka ho ingodisa ho ba Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho, o tla kenyelletswa databeising 
ya bakgathatema ba Projeke mme o fumane 
tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng hore o tshwaele. 
Ditshwaelo tsa hao di tla etsa bonnete ba hore 
ditaba tsohle tse tshwanetseng di a kenyelletswa 
hape di a rarollwa. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse mme o romele pampitshana 
e kenyelleditsweng ya ngodiso / tshwaelo kapa o 
iteanye le ba GCS ha o batla ho hlahisa maikutlo 
kapa ho ingodisa Projekeng. Batho ba Anngweng 
hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho nka karolo 
ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo, kapa ba batlang ho 
fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa 
ho iteanya le: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda 


Macheke 
Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 


Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Setshwantsho sa 1: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Wits Gold 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
 


 
Setshwantsho sa 3: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya SOFS (FS 10005 
MR) 
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Setshwantsho sa 2: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 


 
Setshwantsho sa 4: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya Beatrix (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) e lokelwang ho fetisetswa ho Neo Energy 
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KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 


Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 


2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 


 


FOROMO YA NGODISO LE TSHWAELO 
 


Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ingodisitseng ba tla tsebiswa ka ho ntseng ho etsahala ka 
mokgwa oo ba tla ikgethela ona wa dikgokahano (SMA, emeile). Re kopa hore o ingodise ho ba Motho ya 


Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho e be o fana ka ditshwaelo ka ho romela foromo ena, kapa ka ngollano, 
ho dintlha tsa bao o ka iteanyang le bona, tse mona ka tlase: 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 


Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 


 


Ke kopa hore le nngodise ka tlwaelo jwalo ka Motho ya 
Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho Ee Tjhe 


Ke tla rata ho fumana ditsebiso tsa ka ka Emeile SMS 


Re kopa hore o bolele mokga oo o o emetseng mme hape o fane le ka lebitso 


Lefapha la 
Mmuso 


 


Masepala  


Baahi  


Mokgatlo o seng 
Tlasa Mmuso  


Kgwebo  


Ha o le monga mobu kapa motho ya ahileng mobung, re kopa hore o bolele hore ke (di)polasi efe le 
(di)karolo efe eo o dulang ho yona 


Monga mobu 
 


 


Motho ya 
ahileng mobung 


 


 


Re kopa hore o tlatse dintlha tsa hao mona ka tlase bakeng sa databeise ya Projeke  


Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 


 


Boemo  
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Selfounu  Fekse  Mohala  


Emeile  


‘ 
 
 


Aterese ya Poso 


 


 


 


Na o na le matshwenyeho afe kapa afe a itseng, ditaba tseo o batlang ho di hlahisa kapa ditshwaelo tse 
akaretsang tseo Mokopi kapa Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho a tshwanelang ho di ela hloko? Re kopa 
hore o di bolele mona ka tlase:  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Ka ho ikamahanya le Molao wa Tshireletso ya Tlhahisoleseding ya Motho ka Seqo, 2013 (Molao wa No. 4 wa 
2013) (Molao wa POPI) o kotjwa hore o fane ka tumello ho GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hore 
e sebedise tlhahisoleseding ya hao ka seqo tshebetsong ena yohle. GCS e tlameha ho sebedisa tlhahisoleseding 
ena bakeng sa morero wa Projeke ena feela. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse karolo ena, jwalo ka tumello ya ho sebedisana le wena mabapi le Tshebetso ya 
Bonkakarolo ba Setjhaba e tla etswa bakeng sa Projeke. Ha ho na le bakgathatema bafe kapa bafe ba bang 
hape, bao re tshwanelang ho ba kenyelletsa databeising ya bakgathatema bakeng sa Projeke, re kopa hore o 
fane ka dintlha tsa moo re ka iteanyang le bona ho tsona.  
 


Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 


 


Mokgatlo  


Selfounu  


Emeile  


   
   
Tshaeno  Letsatsi 


 
 







Dear Stakeholder

 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE

(SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11

AND THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) DMRE Reference: FS-00093-

MS/102

 

NOTICE

Notice is given in terms of Chapter 6 of Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 published under

section 24(5) and 44 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998)

(NEMA) for the submission of two Environmental Authorisations (EAs) in respect of Activity 21D

identified in terms of GN R 983 for a Section 102 application in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum

Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) to amend the mining rights listed below.

 

LOCATION

Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS

10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg.

The Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km from Virginia, 12 km from Theunissen, and

about 40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local

Municipalities.

 

Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is

situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Theunissen and Ventersburg. The Mining Right area

lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km from Virginia, and 43 km from Welkom, and falls

under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities.

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received

key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-

Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake

the following actions:

Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently

held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary

Limited (Sibanye Gold).

Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))

into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR).

Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye

Gold to Neo Energy.

 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing

mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting infrastructure will

continue as previously authorised.

 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

An official application for EA was submitted to the Free State Department of Mineral Resources and

Energy (DMRE) on the 14 May 2025 for the following mining rights:

Wits Gold – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11.



Sibanye Gold – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; formerly FS 081 MR), DMRE Reference:

FS-00093-MR/102.

These applications triggered the formal commencement of the Basic Assessment process under the

NEMA. The Basic Assessment process will be undertaken in line with GN R 982.

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER

GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the Independent Environmental

Assessment Practitioner to facilitate the application process with the Free State DMRE.

 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT

REPORTS

The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be available for public review and comment from 14

November 2025 to 8 January 2026 at the locations noted in the table below. Written comments and

substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026.

Place Address

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle

Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom

Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen

GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/

Sibanye’s Data Free Portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login

 

INVITATION TO MEETINGS

Meetings have been scheduled to provide the public with an opportunity to obtain more information

on the Project and to participate in the process. The public are hereby invited to attend one of the

following public meetings.

Date Time Venue

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)

 

Attached is a Background Information Document (BID) for more information.

 

Interested and Affected Parties who wish to register, participate by contributing comments or who

would like to obtain more information, should please contact:

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd

Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232

E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz

Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128

 

Kind Regards

  

Anelle Lötter
Stakeholder Engagement

 

Tel +27 (0) 11 803 5726
Web www.gcs-sa.biz
Location GCS Johannesburg
Address  63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, South Africa

https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gFzTCzm4AkHNkKBC7IOC9zGoN?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9Vk-CAnXrpSJwjoCwSyCGRJBI?domain=ulwazi.datafree.co
mailto:ppp@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:anellel@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:luyandam@gcs-sa.biz
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zZQqCoYnm1spgkGCzh2CpoVWr?domain=gcs-sa.biz
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jeDqCpgon1HEV5LfYiyCGC8fd?domain=goo.gl
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DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you
may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received
this email message in error, please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil
and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary
to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to
make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail
address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior
consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit,
interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized
to create and send this e-mail.

https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CKuoCqjpo1i6E9rhEs3CEHNy7?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3ZD_Cr0qp1f3kxjtjtpC4LPPQ?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fFRsCvgxw1H0YvgF5umCQmCGB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ltq3Cwjyx1iZqoQfxCXCJ5i_j?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GUKiCxGzygfq7Z0fgF3CyFnHB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/prvMCy8Azjtm8YWfxHZCxrW-t?domain=gcs-sa.biz/


From: Anelle Lotter

Cc: Public Participation Processes; Anelle Lotter; Paula Tolksdorff; Luyanda Macheke

Bcc: "asevdmerwe@vodamail.co.za"; "uys178@gmail.com"; "prinsloo.wilma3@gmail.com";
"Tshifhiwa.Makhokha@dmre.gov.za"; "Cedrick.Fhedzisani@dmre.gov.za"; "Nkateko.Mhlarhi@dmre.gov.za";
"Tuwani.Monyai@dmre.gov.za"; "bcadmin@dffe.gov.za"; "StanleyT@dffe.gov.za"; "rmagodi@dffe.gov.za";
"Tnethononda@dffe.gov.za"; "MLuula@dffe.gov.za"; "sdlamini@dffe.gov.za"; "memorudu@dffe.gov.za";
"wlutsch@environment.gov.za"; "Pheladi.masipa@energy.gov.za"; "mmboniseni.murathi@nersa.org.za";
"paul.mahlangu@nersa.org.za"; "AbrahamsN@nra.co.za"; "fukus@destea.gov.za"; "mkhosana@destea.gov.za";
"moalosil@destea.gov.za"; "mphapangm@destea.gov.za"; "mpmphapang@gmail.com";
"mkhosana@destea.gov.za"; "NtiliT@dws.gov.za"; "letloenyanem@dws.gov.za"; "lenongP@dws.gov.za";
"mahlael@dws.gov.za"; "kumaloz@dws.gov.za"; "maseloanek@dws.gov.za"; "musekenen2@dws.gov.za";
"mathisoz@dws.gov.za"; "DywiliS@dws.gov.za"; "letloenyanem@dws.gov.za"; "kumaloZ@dws.gov.za";
"maseloanek@dws.gov.za"; "musekeneN2@dws.gov.za"; "khwinanap@dws.gov.za"; "siganunud@dws.gov.za";
"mahlael@dws.gov.za"; "LydiaB@daff.gov.za"; "info@dalrrd.gov.za"; "DLUSM@DAFF.gov.za";
"petuniam@daff.gov.za"; "ThembiNy@dalrrd.gov.za"; "CherityG@dalrrd.gov.za"; "BridgetT@Dalrrd.gov.za";
"SerahMu@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "MpumeN@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "VuyiswaQ@Dalrrd.gov.za"; "JabulileM@Dalrrd.gov.za";
"mokonet@dard.gov.za"; "fsroadplanning@gmail.com"; "Kagisho.mokae@energy.gov.za";
"Kagisho.Mokae@dmre.gov.za"; "Mbatha.npz@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "info@sahra.org.za"; "nhiggitt@sahra.org.za";
"majoro@lejwe.co.za"; "ntakumbanav@gmail.com"; "motshewasefotha@gmail.com"; "majoro@lejwe.co.za";
"khaya@lejwe.co.za"; "mathaboleeto@gmail.com"; "Leratolachobane@icloud.com"; "skapisto@gmail.com";
"yolisa@lejwe.co.za"; "mm@lejwe.co.za"; "betty.notsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "info@matjhabeng.co.za";
"betty.notsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "zigisat@matjhabeng.co.za"; "selloane.tlali@matjhabeng.co.za";
"mm@matjhabeng.co.za"; "Charles.Stofile@matjhabeng.co.za"; "bheke.stofile@matjhabeng.co.za";
"Mapitsos@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgojane.matutle@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgojismm@gmail.com";
"Morakane.mothekhe@matjhabeng.co.za"; "tefo.morallana@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mashelenn@lejwe.co.za";
"aba.thandi@gmail.com"; "serake.leeuw@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mlungisi.martins@matjhabeng.co.za";
"bassiehelepi05@gmail.com"; "pelokgolo.mphore@matjhabeng.co.za"; "pheello.nthuba@matjhabeng.co.za";
"johanna.badenhorst@matjhabeng.co.za"; "lerato.mohapi@matjhabeng.co.za";
"bassie.helepi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "moupa.khepeng@matjhabeng.co.za";
"nomthandazo.monjovo@matjhabeng.co.za"; "veronica.sontenjwa@matjhabeng.co.za";
"marthinus.duplessis@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sankane.ramalefane@matjhabeng.co.za";
"sipho.tsunke@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sabata.moshoeu@matjhabeng.co.za";
"tsokolo.theligoane@matjhabeng.co.za"; "ratsie.moopela@matjhabeng.co.za";
"sechaba.motlatsi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "itumeleng.molula@matjhabeng.co.za";
"thandisa.kalipa@matjhabeng.co.za"; "itu.maruping@matjhabeng.co.za"; "paseka.ramatisa@matjhabeng.co.za";
"botswana.montoeli@matjhabeng.co.za"; "khulukazi.ntoni@matjhabeng.co.za";
"lerato.makaliane@matjhabeng.co.za"; "kgoarai.tlake@matjhabeng.co.za";
"manene.mphikeleli@matjhabeng.co.za"; "sophia.vanrooyen@matjhabeng.co.za";
"mpho.mokhothu@matjhabeng.co.za"; "gehard.botha@matjhabeng.co.za"; "mosia.tsupane@matjhabeng.co.za";
"ntebaleng.nkone@matjhabeng.co.za"; "moeti.molefi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "rene.steyn@matjhabeng.co.za";
"coreen.malherbe@matjhabeng.co.za"; "werner.jansevanrensburg@matjhabeng.co.za";
"igor.scheurkogel@matjhabeng.co.za"; "clement.hanisi@matjhabeng.co.za"; "dkobi@masilonyana.co.za";
"maki.masilonyana@gmail.com"; "info@masilonyana.co.za"; "corporate@masilonyana.co.za";
"rose@masilonyana.co.za"; "lungile.mlondo@gmail.com"; "nkonemakata2@gmail.com";
"Zongintjwabule@gmail.com"; "andaaviwe@gmail.com"; "dikeledi@masilonyana.co.za";
"smokhehle@masilonyana.co.za"; "pmahlophe@masilonyana.co.za"; "cmohapi@masilonyana.co.za";
"klebusho@masilonyana.co.za"; "mkhombeni@masilonyana.co.za"; "odipholo@masilonyana.co.za";
"pmahlophe@masilonyana.co.za"; "dkobi@masilonyana.co.za"; "kototsah@gmail.com";
"luckytladi6@gmail.com"; "mbulelofosi69@gmail.com"; "Joemantilo@gmail.com"; "k.mokaldise@gmail.com";
"brownsienah@gmail.com"; "marieta.visser12@gmail.com"; "meloding@sacr.fs.gov.za";
"virginia@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "brandfort@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "majwemasweu@sacr.fs.gov.za";
"theunissen@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "winburg@sacr.fs.gov.za"; "info@vslandbou.co.za"; "vkb@vkb.co.za";
"bsaaiman@ymail.com"; "bsaaiman@gmail.com"; "jack@vslandbou.co.za"; "gernie@vslandbou.co.za";
"elana@vslandbou.co.za"; "info@vslandbou.co.za"; "ovk@ovk.co.za"; "christelb@ovk.co.za";
"events@grassland.org.za"; "navrae@saai.org"; "janse@agrisa.co.za"; "mariette@pea.org.za";
"taelidklee@gmail.com"; "mvumbi.bob@gmail.com"; "ziganambele4@gmail.com"; "1vmarumo@gmail.com";
"kmj.consultants@gmail.com"; "lindisinah@gmail.com"; "makhanyaagric@gmail.com";
"Francissepheko@gmail.com"; "makhanyaagric@gmail.com"; "tshepomaredi30@gmail.com";
"mosenohitransport@gmail.com"; "liphokoboitumelo@gmail.com"; "ceo@fsbbc.co.za";
"president@fschamber.co.za"; "nick@renergen.co.za"; "lukhanyo@mbeki.org"; "nkoneigh@randwater.co.za";
"GeerinJH@ntcsa.co.za"; "Wayleave@ntcsa.co.za"; "padihl@ntcsa.co.za"; "MafumoML@ntcsa.co.za";
"ZuluKC@ntcsa.co.za"; "MaqubeZS@ntcsa.co.za"; "MotsisL@ntcsa.co.za"; "NingizaN@sentech.co.za";
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 


 
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 


DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 


2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 


 
 
PURPOSE OF THE DOCUMENT 
 
The purpose of this document is to provide 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) with 
information regarding the ownership transfer and 
consolidation of Mining Rights in the Free State. 
 
The aim of this document is to: 
 Invite your participation and registration as an 


I&AP. 
 Provide information about the proposed 


applications. 
 Indicate how I&APs can become involved in the 


process, receive information, raise issues, and 
comment. 


PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received key 
approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to 
proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-
Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the 
acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to 
undertake the following actions: 
 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State 


(SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently 
held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold 
Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold 
Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold). 


 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 


 Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining 
Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye 
Gold to Neo Energy. 


 
Please note that these administrative processes do 
not involve any modifications to the existing 
mining operations or associated infrastructure. All 
mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue as previously authorised. 
 
LOCATION 
 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS 10005 
MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District 
of Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. The 
Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km 
from Virginia, 12 km from Theunissen, and about 
40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of the 
Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 
Refer to Figure 1. 
 
Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is 
situated in the Free State Magisterial District of 
Theunissen and Ventersburg. The Mining Right area 
lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km 
from Virginia, and 43 km from Welkom, and falls 
under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and 
Masilonyana Local Municipalities. Refer to Figure 
2. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION 
 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
This application for Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) by way of a Basic Assessment (BA) comprises 
the consolidation of a portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), while 
simultaneously being transferred to Sibanye Gold. 
Refer to Figure 3. 
 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
This application for EA, by way of a BA comprises 
the consolidation of the portion of Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into 
Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). The 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 
081 MR)) (this application) will thereafter only 
contain the following infrastructure: 
 Beatrix 4 Shaft. 
 Metallurgical Plant. 
 Tailing Storage Facility. 
 Waste Rock Dump. 
 Waste Water Treatment Works. 
 Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 
 
The Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) will then be transferred to Neo 
Energy. Refer to Figure 4. 
 
LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has 
been appointed as the independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner to manage the EA 
applications in accordance with the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 
of 1998) (NEMA), and its associated regulations. 
 
Environmental Authorisation 
An EA for each application is required under the 
NEMA for the following activity: 
 
GN R 983: 
Activity 21 D: Any activity including the operation 
of that activity which requires an amendment or 
variation to a right or permit in terms of Section 
102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, as well as any other applicable 
activity contained in this Listing Notice or in Listing 
Notice 3 of 2014, required for such amendment. 
 
DELEGATED COMPETENT AUTHORITY 
 
The delegated competent authority responsible for 
administering and implementation of the relevant 
legislation is the Free State Department of Mineral 
and Petroleum Resources (DMPR). 
 


WHAT IS BASIC ASSESSMENT 
 
A BA is a streamlined environmental assessment 
process prescribed for activities that are 
anticipated to have limited or site-specific 
environmental impacts that can be mitigated 
without the need for a full Environmental Impact 
Assessment. This process is regulated under 
Section 24 of the NEMA and applies to activities 
listed in GN R 983. 
 
Before any listed activity can commence, an EA 
must be obtained from the relevant competent 
authority, in this case the Free State DMPR. 
 
THE BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 
The BA process comprises several key phases that 
ensure compliance with legal requirements and 
facilitate public participation. The process is 
summarised below and illustrated in Figure 5: 
 
Phase 1: Notification of Authorities 
An official application for EA was submitted to the 
Free State DMPR in May 2025 for the following 
mining rights: 
 Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources 


(Wits Gold) – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), 
DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11. 


 Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye 
Gold) – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; 
formerly FS 081 MR), DMPR Reference: FS-
00093-MR/102. 


 
These applications triggered the formal 
commencement of the BA process under the NEMA. 
 
Phase 2: Public Participation Process 
Public participation is a cornerstone of the BA 
process and is undertaken in accordance with 
Chapter 6 of GN R 982. It ensures transparency, 
inclusivity, and meaningful engagement with 
I&APs. 
 
Step 1: Notification and Issue Identification 
 I&APs will be notified of the proposed Project 


through direct communication and public 
notices. 


 A Background Information Document will be 
distributed, providing an overview of the 
Project, a locality map, and a 
registration/comments form. 


 I&APs will be invited to register their interest 
in order to receive further information. 


 
Step 2: Review of the Draft Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 A Comment and Response Report (CRR) will be 


compiled to document all input received from 
I&APs during Step 1. 
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 The Draft Basic Assessment Reports (DBAR) and 
the Environmental Management Programmes 
(EMPr) will be released for a formal 30-day 
public review period from 30 June to 30 July 
2025. 


 The documents will be made available for 
viewing at designated public locations and on 
the Sibanye and GCS website. You are hereby 
invited to review the DBARs and submit 
comments during the public comment period, 
which will run from 14 November 2025 to 8 
January 2026 at the following locations: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 


Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 


Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 


Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 


Pienaar Ave, and Theunissen. 
o Sibanye’s data free portal: 


https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o GCS Website: https://www.gcs-


sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Written comments and substantiated issues 
must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026. 


 Meetings have been scheduled to provide the 
public with an opportunity to obtain more 
information on the Project and to participate 
in the process. The public are hereby invited 
to attend one of the following public meetings: 
Date: Wednesday, 26 November 2025 
Time: 14h00 
Venue: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 


 
Step 3: Submission of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports 
 All comments received during the public 


review period will be considered in the 
preparation of the Final Basic Assessment 
Reports (FBAR). 


 The FBARs, along with the final EMPrs and 
updated CRRs, will then be submitted to the 
DMPR for consideration and decision-making. 


 All I&APs on the Project database will be 
notified of the submission of the FBARs to the 
DMPR and again once the DMPR has issued its 
decisions on the FBARs. 


 
Step 4: Notification of Environmental 
Authorisations and Appeal Period 
 Once the EAs have been issued by the DMPR, 


all registered I&APs will be informed of the 
outcomes. 


 The notifications will include details on the 
statutory appeal period and guidance on the 
procedure to lodge an appeal, in accordance 
with the relevant provisions of the 
Regulation. 


 


Phase 1 


Submit Application Forms to the DMPR 
 


Authority Acknowledgement 


 


                 


Phase 2: Steps 1 and 2 


Commence and Announce BA Processes 
 


Comment Period (14 November 2025 to 8 January 
2026) 


 


Consider comments received and finalise reports 
 


Submit FBARs to the DMPR (15 January 2026) 


 
 


Phase 2: Steps 3 and 4 


DMPR Acceptance of submissions of the FBARs 
 


DMPR Decisions and Notifications 
 


Appeal Phase 


Figure 5: Diagrammatic representation of the 
Basic Assessment Process to be followed 
 
REGISTERING AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED 
PARTY 
 
By registering as an I&AP, you will be included in 
the Project stakeholder database and receive 
further information in future for comment. Your 
comments will ensure that all relevant issues are 
incorporated and addressed. 
 
Please complete and submit the enclosed 
registration / comment sheet or contact GCS if you 
wish to comment or register on the Project. I&APs 
who wish to participate by contributing comments, 
or who would like to obtain more information, 
should please contact: 
 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 


Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 


Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Figure 1: Locality Plan indicating the existing Wits Gold SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
 


 
Figure 3: Locality Plan indicating the amended SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
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Figure 2: Locality Plan indicating the existing Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
 


 
Figure 4: Locality Plan indicating the amended Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) to be 
transferred to Neo Energy 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 
 


APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) 


DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 
AND 


2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
DMPR Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 


 


REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 
 


Registered Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) will be informed of ongoing developments via their 
preferred means of communication (SMS, e-mail). Please register as an I&AP and provide comments by 


sending this form, or other written correspondence, to the contact details provided below: 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 


Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 
Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 


 


Please formally register me as an Interested and Affected Party Yes No 


I would like to receive my notifications by E-mail SMS 


Please indicate which sector you represent and also provide a name 


Government 
Department 


 


Municipality  


Community  


Non-
Government 
Organisation 


 


Business  


If you are a landowner or land occupier, please indicate which farm(s) and portion(s) you reside on 


Landowner 
 


 


Land occupier 
 


 


Please fill in your contact details below for the Project database 


Title, Full Name  


Designation  


Cell phone  Fax  Tel  


E-mail  


‘ 
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Postal Address 


 


 


 


Do you have any specific concerns, issues to raise or general comments that the Applicant or Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner should consider? Please state below:  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


In compliance with the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013) (POPI Act) you are 
requested to provide consent to GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) in utilising your personal 
information throughout the process. GCS is obliged to use this information only for the purpose of this Project. 
 
Kindly complete the following section, as permission to engage you in respect of the Public Participation 
Process that will be undertaken for the Project. If there are any other stakeholders, we should include onto 
the stakeholder database for the Project, please provide their contact details. 
 


Title, Full Name  


Organisation  


Cell phone  


E-mail  


   
   
Signature  Date 


 
 








 


 
 


63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 2128   PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 2128   South Africa  


Tel: +27 (0) 11 803 5726   Fax: +27 (0) 11 803 5745   Web: www.gcs-sa.biz 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd                 Reg No:   2002/028494/07 
Offices:      Johannesburg  
Directors:   DA Kriel (Managing ) |  AC Johnstone   | W Sherriff   |  T Isaac  |   A Theunissen   
 


 
 


 
TOKOMANE E MABAPI LE TLHAHISOLESEDING YA BOITSHETLEHO BA 


DITABA 
 


KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 


Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 


2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 


 
 
MORERO WA TOKOMANE 
 
Morero wa tokomane ena ke ho neha Batho ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
tlhahisoleseding e mabapi le fetisa bong le ho 
kopanya Ditokelo tsa ho Rafa ka hara Freistata. 
 
Sepheo sa tokomane ena ke: 
 Ho o mema hore o tle o nke karolo le ho 


ingodisa jwalo ka Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho (I&AP). 


 Ho fana ka tlhahisoleseding mabapi le dikopo 
tse sisintsweng. 


 Ho bontsha ka moo Batho ba Anngweng hape 
ba nang le Kgahleho ba ka bang le seabo 
tshebetsong, ba fumane tlhahisoleseding, ba 
hlahise ditaba, le ho tshwaela. 


TLHALOSO YA PROJEKE 
 
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), 
setheo se ka tlasa Neo Energy Metals, se fumane 
kananelo ya bohlokwa ho tswa Bankeng ya Risefe 
ya Afrika Borwa ho tswela pele ka phihlello ya 
tjhafo ya Beatrix 4 ya Sibanye-Stillwater. Ho 
tshehetsa phihlello ena, Sibanye-Stillwater e 
tshwanetse ho phetha diketsahalo tse latelang: 
 Ho fetisetsa bong ba Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 


Southern Free State (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR), eo 
ha jwale e tshwerweng ke Witwatersrand 
Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), ho 
ya ho Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 
(Sibanye Gold). 


 Ho kopanya karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
le Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR). 


 Ho fetisa Tokelo e setseng ya ho Rafa ya 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR) ho tswa ho 
Sibanye Gold ho ya ho Neo Energy. 


 
Re kopa hore le ele hloko hore tshebetso tsena tsa 
tsamaiso ha di kenyelletse diphetoho dife kapa 
dife ho tshebetso tsa ho rafa tse ntseng di le teng 
kapa meralo ya motheo e amanang le hoo. 
Mesebetsi yohle ya ho rafa le meralo ya motheo e 
tshehetsang e tla nne e tswele pele jwalo ka ha e 
ne e dumelletswe pejana. 
 
SEBAKA 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold) SOFS (MR) (FS 10005 MR) e mane Seterekeng 
sa Makgistrata wa Freistata sa Ventersburg, 
Theunissen le Winburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e 
sebakeng se ka etsang dikilometara (km) tse 6 ka 
borwa ho Virginia, tse 12 ka borwa ho Theunissen 
le tse 40 ka borwa ho Theunissen, Masepaleng wa 
Selehae wa Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba 
Setshwantsho sa 1. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Beatrix MR 
ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) 
(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) e mane Seterekeng sa 
Masepala sa Freistata sa Theunissen le 
Ventersburg. Tokelo ya ho Rafa e sebakeng se ka 
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etsang dikilometara (km) tse 25 ka borwa ho 
Theunissen, 27 ka borwa ho Virginia le 25, 43 ka 
borwa ho Welkom, Masepaleng wa Selehae wa 
Masilonyana le Matjhabeng.Sheba Setshwantsho sa 
2. 
 
DIKOPO BAKENG SA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) ka 
mokgwa wa Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) e akarelletsa ho 
kopangwa ha karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka 
hara Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 
MR), ho ntse ho le jwalo e fetisetswa le ho Sibanye 
Gold. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 3. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) 
Kopo ena ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho, ka mokgwa 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo e akarelletsa ho kopangwa ha 
karolo ya Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) ka hara Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Wits Gold SOFS (FS 10005 MR). Tokelo 
ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 10047 MR 
(FS 081 MR) (kopo ena) e tla re ka mora moo ya 
kenyelletsa feela moralo wa motheo o latelang: 
 Tjhafo ya Beatrix 4.  
 Polante ya Saense e sebetsang ka Methale. 
 Fasilithi ya Polokelo ya Dihlahiswa tsa 


Tshebetso ya Diminerale 
 Moo ho Lahlelwang Majwe. 
 Tshebetso tsa Tlhwekiso ya Metsi a 


Dikgwerekgwere 
 Matamo a Taolo ya Tshilafatso le Matamo a 


Moyafatso. 
 
Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Beatrix (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR) e tla be e se e fetisetswa ho 
Neo Energy. Sheba Setshwantsho sa 4. 
 
BOEMO BA MOLAO 
 
GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) e 
kgethuwe ho ba Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
bakeng sa ho sebetsana le dikopo tsa Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho ka ho ya ka Molao wa Naha wa 
Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho, 1998 (Molao wa No. 107 wa 
1998) (NEMA), le melawana e amanang le ona. 
 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho 
Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho (EA) e a hlokeha tlasa 
Molao wa Naha wa Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho (NEMA) 
bakeng sa mosebetsi o latelang:  
 
GN R 983: 
Mosebetsi wa 21 D: Mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o 
kenyelletsang tshebetso ya mosebetsi oo e hlokang 
ho fetolwa kapa phapang ho tokelo kapa tumello 
ka ho ya ka Karolo ya 102 ya Molao wa Diminerale 


le Ntshetsopele ya Mehlodi ya Petroliamo, 
ekasitana le mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o sebetsang o 
leng ka hara Tsebiso ya Ngodiso kapa Tsebiso ya 
Ngodiso 3 ya 2014, e hlokehang bakeng sa phetolo 
eo.  
 
BOLAODI BO FUWENG MATLA 
 
Bolaodi bo fuweng matla bo ikarabelang 
tsamaisong le tabeng ya ho kenya tshebetsong 
melao e tshwanetsneg ke Lefapha la Diminerale le 
Mehlodi ya Petroliamo la Freistata (DMPR). 
 
TEKOLO YA MOTHEO KE ENG 
 
Tekolo ya Motheo e tsamaisana le tshebetso ya 
tekolo ya tikoloho e laetsweng bakeng sa 
mesebetsi e lebelletsweng ho ba le dikgahla tse 
nyane kapa tse kgethetsweng sebaka se itseng sa 
tikoloho e leng tse ka fokotswang ntle le tlhokeho 
e felletseng ya Tekolo ya Sekgahla sa Tikoloho. 
Tshebetso ena e laolwa tlasa Karolo ya 24 ya NEMA 
mme e sebetsa hodima mesebetsi e boletsweng 
Molawaneng wa Tsebiso ya Mmuso wa GN R 983. 
 
Pele mosebetsi ofe kapa ofe o ngodisitsweng o ka 
qala, ho tshwanetswe hore ho fumanwe Tumello ya 
tsa Tikoloho (EA) ho tswa bolaoding bo fuweng 
matla bo tshwanetseng, mme mona ke DMPR ya 
Freistata. 
 
TSHEBETSO YA TEKOLO YA MOTHEO 
 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e kenyelletsa 
mekgahlelo e mmalwa ya bohlokwa e etsang 
bonnete ba hore ho latelwa ditlhoko tsa molao le 
ho thusa ka ho nka karolo ha setjhaba. Tshebetso 
ena e kgutsufaditswe mona ka tlase mme e 
bontshwa Setshwantshong sa 5: 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 1: Tsebiso ka Bolaodi 
Kopo ya semmuso ya Tumello ya tsa Tikoloho e ile 
ya romelwa ho DMPR ka Motsheanong 2025 bakeng 
sa ditokelo tsa ho rafa tse latelang: 
 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Witwatersrand 


Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) – 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR), Referense ya DMPR: FS-
00040-MR/11. 


 Tokelo ya ho Rafa ya Sibanye Gold Proprietary 
Limited (Sibanye Gold) – Beatrix (FS 10047 MR; 
e pejane e neng e le FS 081 MR), Referense ya 
DMPR: FS-00093-MR/102. 


 
Dikopo tsena di ile tsa etsa hore ho qalwe ka molao 
tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo tlasa NEMA. 
 
Mokgahlelo wa 2: Tshebetso ya Bonkakarolo ba 
Setjhaba 
Bonka-karolo ba setjhaba ke mohato wa bohlokwa 
wa tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo mme e etswa ka 
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ho latela Kgaolo ya 6 ya Molawanaw a Tsebiso ya 
Mmuso wa GN R 982. E etsa hore ho be le bonnete 
ba hore ho sebeletswa pepeneneng, ho akaretsa 
batho mme o na le tshebedisano e utlwahalang le 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho. 
 
Mohato wa 1: Tsebiso le Ho Hlwauwa ha Taba 
 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba na le Kgahleho ba 


tla tsebiswa ka projeke e sisintsweng ka 
dikgokahano tse tobileng le ka ditsebiso tsa 
setjhaba. 


 Ho tla fanwa ka Tokomane e mabapi le 
Tlhahisoleseding ya Boitshetleho ba Ditaba, e 
leng e fanang ka kakaretso ya Projeke, mmapa 
wa sebaka, foromo ya ngodiso/ditshwaelo.  


 Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
ba tla kotjwa ho ngodisa kgahleho ya bona hore 
ba tle ba fumane tlhahisoleseding e 
eketsehileng. 


 
Mohato wa 2: Hlahlobo ya Moralo wa Ditlaleho tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ho tla ngolwa le ho bokellwa Tlaleho ya 


Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (CRR) e tla kenyelletsa 
ditlhahiso tsohle tse fumanweng ho tswa ho 
Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho 
Mohatong wa 1.  


 Ditlaleho tsa Moralo wa Tekolo ya Motheo 
(DBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya Tikoloho 
(EMPr) di tla ntshiwa bakeng sa nako ya tlwaelo 
ya tlhahlobo ya setjhaba ya matsatsi a 30 ho 
tloha ka la 30 Phupjane ho ya ho la 30 Phupu 
2025. 


 Ditokomane di tla fumaneha ho ka hlahlojwa 
dibakeng tsa setjhaba tse kgethuweng le 
webosaeteng ya Sibanye le GCS. Mona o 
mengwa hore o hlahlobe Ditlaleho tsa Moralo 
wa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-DBAR) e be o romela 
maikutlo a hao ka nako ya ho fana ka maikutlo 
a setjhaba, e tla qala ho tlha ka la 14 
Pudungwana 2025 ho ya ho la 8 Pherekgong 
2026. dibakeng tse latelang: 
o Meloding Public Library, Meloding Street, 


Virginia. 
o Virginia Public Library, Virginia Garden 


Circle. 
o Welkom City Library, Welkom Central, 


Welkom. 
o Theunissen Public Library, Le Roux Street, 


Pienaar Ave leTheunissen. 
o Portal ya data ya mahala ya Sibanye: 


https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login  
o Webosaete ya GCS: https://www.gcs-


sa.biz/public-documents/ 
Ditshwaelo tse ngotsweng le ditaba tse 
tiiseditsweng di tshwanetswe ho romelwa ho 
GCS ho eso fete 8 Pherekgong 2026. 


 
 Ho hlophisitswe dikopano tse tla neha setjhaba 


monyetla wa ho fumana tlhahisoleseding e 


eketsehileng ka Projeke le ho nka karolo 
tshebetsong. Mona setjhaba se mengwa ho 
kenela e nngwe ya dikopano tsa setjhaba tse 
latelang: 
Letsatsi: Laboraro, 26 Pudungwana 2025 
Nako: 14h00 
Sebaka: Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central) 
 


 
Mohato wa 3: Ho Romelwa ha Dipehelo tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo 
 Ditshwaelo tsohle tse fumanweng ka nako ya 


tlhahlobo ya setjhaba di tla elwa hloko 
tokisetsong ya Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo. 


 Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR) le Mananeo a Tsamaiso ya 
Tikoloho (di-EMP) a makgaolakgang le Tlaleho 
ya Ditshwaelo le Dikarabo (di-CRR) e 
ntlafaditsweng, di tla be di se di romelwa ho 
DMPR bakeng sa ho ya elwa hloko le ho etswa 
qeto ka tsona. 


 Batho bohle ba Anngweng hape ba nang le 
Kgahleho ba leng ho databeise ya Projeke ba 
tla tsebiswa ka ho romelwa ha Ditlaleho tsa 
Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya Motheo (di-FBAR) 
DMPR le hape ha DMPR le se le entse diqeto ka 
di-Ditlaleho tsa Makgaolakgang tsa Tekolo ya 
Motheo (di-FBAR). 


 
Mohato wa 4: Tsebiso ka Ditumello ka tsa 
Tikoloho le Nako ya Boipiletso 
 Hang ho ba ho fanwe ka Ditumello ka tsa 


Tikoloho (di-EA) ke DMPR, Batho bohle ba 
Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba tla 
tsebiswa ka diphetho tseo. 


 Ditsebiso di tla kenyelletsa dintlha tse mabapi 
le nako ya semolao ya boipiletso le tataiso ya 
ka moo o ka etsang boipiletso ka teng, ka ho 
ya ka dipehelo tse tshwanetseng tsa 
Molawana. 
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Mokgahlelo wa 1 


Romela Diforomo tsa Kopo ho DMPR 
 


Kananelo ya Bolaodi 


 


 


Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 1 le 2 


Ho Qalwa le ho Phatlalatswa ha Ditshebeletso tsa 
Tekolo ya Motheo (BA) 


 


Nako ya Ditshwaelo (14 Pudungwana ho ya ho la 8 
Pherekgong 2026) 


 


Ho elwa hloko ha ditshwaelo tse fumanweng mme 
ho qetellwa ditlaleho 


 


Ho romelwa ha di-FBAR ho DMPR (15 Pherekgong 
2026) 


 


 


Mokgahlelo wa 2: Mehato ya 3 le 4 


DMPR e Amohela ditlhahiso tsa di-FBAR 
 


Diqeto le Ditsebiso tsa DMPR 
 


Mokgahlelo wa Boipiletso 


Setshwantsho sa 5: Ditshwantsho tse bontshang 
Tshebetso ya Tekolo ya Motheo e 
tshwanetsweng ho latelwa  
 
HO INGODISA JWALO KA MOTHO YA ANNGWENG 
HAPE YA NANG LE KGAHLEHO 
 
Ka ho ingodisa ho ba Motho ya Anngweng hape ya 
nang le Kgahleho, o tla kenyelletswa databeising 
ya bakgathatema ba Projeke mme o fumane 
tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng hore o tshwaele. 
Ditshwaelo tsa hao di tla etsa bonnete ba hore 
ditaba tsohle tse tshwanetseng di a kenyelletswa 
hape di a rarollwa. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse mme o romele pampitshana 
e kenyelleditsweng ya ngodiso / tshwaelo kapa o 
iteanye le ba GCS ha o batla ho hlahisa maikutlo 
kapa ho ingodisa Projekeng. Batho ba Anngweng 
hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ratang ho nka karolo 
ka ho fana ka ditshwaelo, kapa ba batlang ho 
fumana tlhahisoleseding e eketsehileng, ba kotjwa 
ho iteanya le: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda 


Macheke 
Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / 
luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 


Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, 
Johannesburg, 2128 
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Setshwantsho sa 1: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Wits Gold 
SOFS (FS 10005 MR) 
 


 
Setshwantsho sa 3: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya SOFS (FS 10005 
MR) 
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Setshwantsho sa 2: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e ntseng e le teng ya Sibanye Gold 
Beatrix (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
 


 
Setshwantsho sa 4: Polane ya Sebaka e bontshang Tokelo ya ho Rafa e fetotsweng ya Beatrix (FS 10047 
MR (FS 081 MR)) e lokelwang ho fetisetswa ho Neo Energy 
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KOPO YA TUMELLO YA TSA TIKOLOHO BAKENG SA: 
1. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) (FS 10005 MR) 


Referense ya DMPR: FS-00040-MR/11 
LE 


2. TOKELO YA HO RAFA YA BEATRIX (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) 
Referense ya DMPR: FS-00093-MS/102 


 
REF. YA GCS NO: 25-0019 


 


FOROMO YA NGODISO LE TSHWAELO 
 


Batho ba Anngweng hape ba nang le Kgahleho ba ingodisitseng ba tla tsebiswa ka ho ntseng ho etsahala ka 
mokgwa oo ba tla ikgethela ona wa dikgokahano (SMA, emeile). Re kopa hore o ingodise ho ba Motho ya 


Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho e be o fana ka ditshwaelo ka ho romela foromo ena, kapa ka ngollano, 
ho dintlha tsa bao o ka iteanyang le bona, tse mona ka tlase: 


GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
Kelo hlokong ya: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke 


Mohala: +27 (0)11 803 5726 
Fekse: +27 (0)11 803 5232 


Emeile: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz 
Aterese ya Poso: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128 


 


Ke kopa hore le nngodise ka tlwaelo jwalo ka Motho ya 
Anngweng hape ya nang le Kgahleho Ee Tjhe 


Ke tla rata ho fumana ditsebiso tsa ka ka Emeile SMS 


Re kopa hore o bolele mokga oo o o emetseng mme hape o fane le ka lebitso 


Lefapha la 
Mmuso 


 


Masepala  


Baahi  


Mokgatlo o seng 
Tlasa Mmuso  


Kgwebo  


Ha o le monga mobu kapa motho ya ahileng mobung, re kopa hore o bolele hore ke (di)polasi efe le 
(di)karolo efe eo o dulang ho yona 


Monga mobu 
 


 


Motho ya 
ahileng mobung 


 


 


Re kopa hore o tlatse dintlha tsa hao mona ka tlase bakeng sa databeise ya Projeke  


Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 


 


Boemo  
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Selfounu  Fekse  Mohala  


Emeile  


‘ 
 
 


Aterese ya Poso 


 


 


 


Na o na le matshwenyeho afe kapa afe a itseng, ditaba tseo o batlang ho di hlahisa kapa ditshwaelo tse 
akaretsang tseo Mokopi kapa Mosebeletsi wa Tekolo ya Tikoloho a tshwanelang ho di ela hloko? Re kopa 
hore o di bolele mona ka tlase:  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Ka ho ikamahanya le Molao wa Tshireletso ya Tlhahisoleseding ya Motho ka Seqo, 2013 (Molao wa No. 4 wa 
2013) (Molao wa POPI) o kotjwa hore o fane ka tumello ho GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd (GCS) hore 
e sebedise tlhahisoleseding ya hao ka seqo tshebetsong ena yohle. GCS e tlameha ho sebedisa tlhahisoleseding 
ena bakeng sa morero wa Projeke ena feela. 
 
Re kopa hore o tlatse karolo ena, jwalo ka tumello ya ho sebedisana le wena mabapi le Tshebetso ya 
Bonkakarolo ba Setjhaba e tla etswa bakeng sa Projeke. Ha ho na le bakgathatema bafe kapa bafe ba bang 
hape, bao re tshwanelang ho ba kenyelletsa databeising ya bakgathatema bakeng sa Projeke, re kopa hore o 
fane ka dintlha tsa moo re ka iteanyang le bona ho tsona.  
 


Sehlooho, 
Mabitso ka 
Botlalo 


 


Mokgatlo  


Selfounu  


Emeile  


   
   
Tshaeno  Letsatsi 


 
 







Dear stakeholders

 

We wish to remind you of the opportunity to participate in the application for Environmental

Authorisation for the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right and the Beatrix Mining Right.

Please see the email below and the Background Information Documents attached for more

information.

 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT

REPORTS

The Draft Basic Assessment Reports are available for public review and comment until 8

January 2026 at the locations noted in the table below.

Written comments and substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026.

Place Address

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle

Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom

Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen

GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/

Sibanye’s Data Free Portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login

 

INVITATION TO MEETINGS

A meeting to provide the public with an opportunity to obtain more information on the Project

and to participate in the process is held next week as follows:

 

Date Time Venue

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)

 

Interested and Affected Parties who wish to register, participate by contributing comments or

who would like to obtain more information, should please contact:

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd

Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232

E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz

Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128

 

Kind Regards

  

Anelle Lötter
Stakeholder Engagement

 

Tel +27 (0) 11 803 5726
Web www.gcs-sa.biz
Location GCS Johannesburg
Address  63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, South Africa

 

Water | Environmental | Renewable Energy | GIS | CSM | ESG

https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gFzTCzm4AkHNkKBC7IOC9zGoN?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9Vk-CAnXrpSJwjoCwSyCGRJBI?domain=ulwazi.datafree.co
mailto:ppp@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:anellel@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:luyandam@gcs-sa.biz
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zZQqCoYnm1spgkGCzh2CpoVWr?domain=gcs-sa.biz
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jeDqCpgon1HEV5LfYiyCGC8fd?domain=goo.gl
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CKuoCqjpo1i6E9rhEs3CEHNy7?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3ZD_Cr0qp1f3kxjtjtpC4LPPQ?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fFRsCvgxw1H0YvgF5umCQmCGB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ltq3Cwjyx1iZqoQfxCXCJ5i_j?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GUKiCxGzygfq7Z0fgF3CyFnHB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/prvMCy8Azjtm8YWfxHZCxrW-t?domain=gcs-sa.biz/


 

 

From: Anelle Lotter 

Sent: Tuesday, 11 November 2025 15:32

Cc: Public Participation Processes <ppp@gcs-sa.biz>; 'Anelle Lotter' <anellel@gcs-sa.biz>; 'Luyanda

Macheke' <luyandam@gcs-sa.biz>; Paula Tolksdorff <paulat@gcs-sa.biz>

Subject: 25-0019: Notice of Environmental Authorisation Application: SOFS and Beatrix Mining

Rights

 

Dear Stakeholder

 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE SOUTHERN FREE STATE

(SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11

AND THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) DMRE Reference: FS-00093-

MS/102

 

NOTICE

Notice is given in terms of Chapter 6 of Government Notice Regulation (GN R) 982 published

under section 24(5) and 44 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of

1998) (NEMA) for the submission of two Environmental Authorisations (EAs) in respect of

Activity 21D identified in terms of GN R 983 for a Section 102 application in terms of the

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) to amend the

mining rights listed below.

 

LOCATION

Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold) SOFS existing Mining Right (MR) (FS

10005 MR) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Ventersburg, Theunissen and

Winburg. The Mining Right area is situated approximately 6 km from Virginia, 12 km from

Theunissen, and about 40 km from Welkom, within the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and

Masilonyana Local Municipalities.

 

Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold) exiting Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))

is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of Theunissen and Ventersburg. The Mining

Right area lies approximately 25 km from Theunissen, 27 km from Virginia, and 43 km from

Welkom, and falls under the jurisdiction of the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local

Municipalities.

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has

received key approvals from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of

Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is

required to undertake the following actions:

Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR),

currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye

Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye Gold).

Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081

MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR).

Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from



Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy.

 

Please note that these administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the

existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting

infrastructure will continue as previously authorised.

 

LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS

An official application for EA was submitted to the Free State Department of Mineral

Resources and Energy (DMRE) on the 14 May 2025 for the following mining rights:

Wits Gold – SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11.

Sibanye Gold – Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR; formerly FS 081 MR), DMRE

Reference: FS-00093-MR/102.

These applications triggered the formal commencement of the Basic Assessment process

under the NEMA. The Basic Assessment process will be undertaken in line with GN R 982.

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER

GCS Environment SA (Pty) Ltd (GCS) has been appointed as the Independent Environmental

Assessment Practitioner to facilitate the application process with the Free State DMRE.

 

INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT

REPORTS

The Draft Basic Assessment Reports will be available for public review and comment from 14

November 2025 to 8 January 2026 at the locations noted in the table below. Written

comments and substantiated issues must be submitted to GCS by 8 January 2026.

Place Address

Meloding Public Library Meloding Street, Virginia

Virginia Public Library Virginia Garden Circle

Welkom City Library Welkom Central, Welkom

Theunissen Public Library Le Roux Street, Pienaar Ave, &, Theunissen

GCS Website https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/

Sibanye’s Data Free Portal https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login

 

INVITATION TO MEETINGS

Meetings have been scheduled to provide the public with an opportunity to obtain more

information on the Project and to participate in the process. The public are hereby invited to

attend one of the following public meetings.

Date Time Venue

Wednesday, 26 November 2025 14h00 Ferdie Meyer Hall (Welkom Central)

 

Attached is a Background Information Document (BID) for more information.

 

Interested and Affected Parties who wish to register, participate by contributing comments or

who would like to obtain more information, should please contact:

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd

Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726, Fax: +27 (0)11 803 5232

E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz

https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gFzTCzm4AkHNkKBC7IOC9zGoN?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9Vk-CAnXrpSJwjoCwSyCGRJBI?domain=ulwazi.datafree.co
mailto:ppp@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:anellel@gcs-sa.biz
mailto:luyandam@gcs-sa.biz


Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128

 

Kind Regards

  

Anelle Lötter
Stakeholder Engagement

 

Tel +27 (0) 11 803 5726
Web www.gcs-sa.biz
Location GCS Johannesburg
Address  63 Wessel Road, Rivonia, 

Johannesburg, South Africa

 

Water | Environmental | Renewable Energy | GIS | CSM | ESG

 

 

DISCLAIMER: The provisions of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act 25 of 2002 apply to this email notice and make it enforceable and binding on the
recipient/addressee. This email message (including attachments) contains information which may be confidential and/or legally privileged. Unless you are the intended recipient, you
may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information contained in the message or from any attachments that were sent with this email, and If you have received
this email message in error, please advise the sender by email, and delete the message. Unauthorised disclosure and/or use of information contained in this email may result in civil
and criminal liability. Everything in this e-mail and attachments relating to the official business of GCS Water & Environment (Pty) Ltd (GCS) or any of its subsidiaries, is proprietary
to the company. Caution should be observed in placing any reliance upon any information contained in this e-mail, which is not intended to be a representation or inducement to
make any decision in relation to GCS after consultation with appropriate legal, regulatory, tax, technical, business, investment, financial, and accounting advisors. The e-mail
address of the sender may not be used, copied, sold, disclosed or incorporated into any database or mailing list for spamming and/or other marketing purposes without the prior
consent of GCS. Neither the sender of the e-mail, nor GCS shall be liable to any party for any direct, indirect or consequential damages, including, without limitation, loss of profit,
interruption of business or loss of information, data or software or otherwise. No warranties are created or implied that an employee of GCS and/or a contractor of GCS is authorized
to create and send this e-mail.

https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zZQqCoYnm1spgkGCzh2CpoVWr?domain=gcs-sa.biz
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jeDqCpgon1HEV5LfYiyCGC8fd?domain=goo.gl
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CKuoCqjpo1i6E9rhEs3CEHNy7?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/3ZD_Cr0qp1f3kxjtjtpC4LPPQ?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/fFRsCvgxw1H0YvgF5umCQmCGB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Ltq3Cwjyx1iZqoQfxCXCJ5i_j?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GUKiCxGzygfq7Z0fgF3CyFnHB?domain=gcs-sa.biz/
https://url.za.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/prvMCy8Azjtm8YWfxHZCxrW-t?domain=gcs-sa.biz/


 

 

 

Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)/In terms of Section

38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Mr Sylvester Nkwe
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Pty) Ltd (Wits Gold) (Sibanye Stillwater Limited holds 100% in
Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited and Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited holds 100% in Wits Gold) 
P.O Box 190
Westonaria
Johannesburg
1780
 

GCS Water and Environmental South Africa (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Witwatersrand Consolidated
Gold Resources (Pty) Ltd (Wits Gold) to conduct an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the
amended Mining Rights application for underground mining, on various farms near Virginia, in Lejweleputswa
District Municipalities, Matjhabeng Local Municipality, and Masilonyana Local Municipality, Free State
Province.

Wits known as the Southern Orange Free State (SOFS) Gold is in possession of Mining Right
(FS30/5/1/2/2/10005MR) Mining Right from the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE). The
mining right commenced on 14 June 2017 for a period of 23 years. On 30 November 2018, Wits Gold
submitted the applicant applied for a Section 102 amendment to include additional properties to the mining
right. The properties to be included to the existing properties (Portion 1 and 4 of farm Florida 633, RE2 and
Portion 24 of far Welgeleggen) are Portion 1, Portion 8, Portion 9, Portion 10, Portion 11, Portion 14, Portion
15, Portion 18, Portion 19, Portion 22, Portion 25, Portion 28, Portion 29 (underground), remainder of the Farm
Stilte 138, remainder of the Farm Dora 287, Portion 1 and a Portion of the remainder of the farm Mooiuitzig
352, a Portion of the remainder of the Farm Schoonnheid 540, and a Portion of the Farm Kaallaagte 562,
which were erroneously excluded from the initial mining rights application.

An Amendment Report has been submitted in terms of the of s102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act (MPRDA), National Environmental Management Act, no 107 of 1998 (NEMA), and the
NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. Environmental Authorisation was issue on
04/07/2014.
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Wits Gold Southern Orange Free State (SOFS) Environmental Authorisation
Amendment

Enquiries: Stephen van der Heever Date: Tuesday, 9 December, 2025

Tel:

Email: svandenheever@sahra.org.za

Case ID: 22935



 

 

 

Underground mining methods will be implemented at depths starting from 480 metres below

Umlando: Archaeological Surveys and Heritage Management and has been appointed to provide heritage
specialist input as part of the ElA process as required by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and
38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

The proposed development is located in an area of Moderate palaeontological sensitivity as per the SAHRIS
PalaeoSensitivity map. As such and Desktop Palaeontological Impact Assessment is required.

Anderson, G. 2024. Heritage Survey of the Southern Orange Free State (SOFS) Mining Right of Sibanye Gold
Limited.

The desktop survey noted that there were a several heritage features within the footprint. Most of these
consisted of settlements that could have human graves. The farmhouses have been demolished and are ruins
or no longer exist. 

The author recommends the following:

The chances of heritage features occurring on the surface of the footprint is very high. These features
will range from low significance (e.g. the ruins) to high significance (e.g. graves).
A phase 1 HIA would be required if the surface footprint were to be affected in any manner
A Phase 1 HIA would be required if any surface disturbance occurs

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Development Applications Unit (DAU) notes the submitted Heritage Survey and the Amendment
Report for the case.

Since the development is located in an area of moderate palaeontological sensitivity a desktop Study PIA is
required. The assessment must be undertaken by a qualified palaeontologist and the report must comply with
the 2012 Minimum Standards: Palaeontological Components of Heritage Impact Assessments. Further
comments will be issued upon the submission of the desktop-based PIA. 

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.
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Wits Gold Southern Orange Free State (SOFS) Environmental Authorisation
Amendment

Enquiries: Stephen van der Heever Date: Tuesday, 9 December, 2025

Tel:

Email: svandenheever@sahra.org.za

Case ID: 22935



 

 

 

Yours faithfully

 
________________________________________
Stephen van der Heever
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

 
________________________________________
Natasha Higgitt
Manager: Development Applications Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.org.za/node/351024
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Wits Gold Southern Orange Free State (SOFS) Environmental Authorisation
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(Reg. No. 2007/003002/08) 

NPO NUMBER 062986-NPO 

PBO No. (TAX EXEMPT) 930 039 506 

Postnet Suite #113, Private Bag X153, Bryanston, 2021 

 

COMMENTS ON THE BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT - APPLICATION 

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE 

(SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) DMPR Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 AND 2. THE 

BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)).  DMPR Reference: FS-00093-

MS/102. GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

 

The following comments are submitted on behalf of the Federation for a Sustainable 

Environment (FSE).  Since the information provided in the Background Information Document 

(BID) is scant, our comments are incomplete. 

 

The BID assures us, however, that during Phase 2 a Public Participation Process will be 

undertaken in accordance with Chapter 6 of GN R 982 in order to ensure “transparency, 

inclusivity, and meaningful engagement with I&Aps”.  We eagerly await additional information 

on the above application in order for us to comment more meaningfully and extensively. 

 

Ownership transfer and consolidation of Mining Rights in the Free State 

 

The BID informs us of the proposed acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 Shaft by 

Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals 

(the parent company) and its South African Entity: Neo Uranium Resources Beisa Mine (Pty) 

Ltd (NURB) as the operating subsidiary; the transfer of the remainder of the Beatrix Mining 

Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo Energy; the transfer of 
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ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right, currently held by Witwatersrand 

Consolidated Gold; and the consolidation a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right 

(FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 

It was reported that Neo Energy has signed an ancillary acquisition agreement (Sale of 

Immovable Property Agreement with Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited, a subsidiary of 

Sibanye Stillwater Limited. This agreement means that NURB will acquire the land where 

the Beisa Uranium Project operates. The land, covering about 6,244 hectares, is the main area 

for the Beisa Uranium Project and includes several key farm portions.  

 

We are furthermore informed by the BID that the transfer of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 

10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) to Neo Energy will include the transfer of the following 

infrastructure: 

• Beatrix 4 Shaft. 

• Metallurgical Plant. 

• Tailing Storage Facility.   

• Waste Rock Dump. 

• Waste Water Treatment Works. 

• Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation Dams. 

 

The BID, however, does not inform us of the acquisition of the land and key farm portions by 

Neo Energy.  Kindly advise. 

 

In the light of the above-mentioned complex corporate structures, it begs the question who will 

be responsible for the responsibility and liability of mine closure. Since, according to 

Regulation 56 of the MPRD Regulations, the closure of a mining operation incorporates a 

process which must start at the commencement of the operation and must continue throughout 

the life of the operation (progressive or concurrent rehabilitation), it is necessary to establish 

the custodianship of the closure plan; the rehabilitation objectives and the future land use 

(predetermined and agreed upon) prior to authorisation of the application.   

 

Kindly advise. 
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Such objectives should include from a generic perspective, the following: 

• Immediate harm to human health and safety must be eliminated; 

• Groundwater must be fit for current and future domestic and other uses consistent with 

the agreed current and future land use; 

• Surface water must be fit for current and future basic human needs and aquatic 

ecosystems requirements; 

• Risk of harm to non-aquatic organisms must be eliminated; and 

• Soil must be fit for use consistent with current and future land use. 

 

Proposed mining activities 

 

The BID informs us that “the administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the 

existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 

systems will continue as previously authorised”. 

 

Anomalous to the abovementioned statement, the website of Neo Energy informs us that “Neo 

Uranium Resources South Africa (a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals (NEO: LSE/A2X), is the 

entity acquiring the Beisa Uranium-Gold Mine (Beatrix 4 Shaft) in South Africa's 

Witwatersrand Basin from Sibanye-Stillwater, aiming for near-term low-cost uranium 

production by refurbishing the existing mine, plant, and infrastructure, …”  (Emphasis added.) 

 

Since the production of uranium (U) will require modifications to the existing mining 

operations and associated infrastructure, and mining systems, kindly clarify the anomaly 

between the above statement in the BID and the statement on the website of Neo Energy.  

 

I thank we are agreed that the mining and extraction of U will result in the introduction of new 

risks and hazards.   

 

Determining the risks of U mining and mineral processing operations can be complex, 

consisting of multiple facilities and activities, which may serve as sources of radiation 

exposure.  With reference e.g. to radon gas: 

 

Radon gas is released from different types of facilities, namely: 
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• Tailings storage facilities, waste rock dumps and other NORM stockpiles 

• Upcast ventilation shafts 

• Contaminated soil or land 

• Backfilled mine areas 

 

Factors that ought to be considered in the assessment of the risks and the establishment of a 

public radiation protection programme are: 

• The rate of release and subsequent atmospheric dispersion of radon and its progeny.  

• The contribution of the inhalation of radon gas (often the dominant contributor) and its 

progeny (indoors and outdoors) to the annual total effective dose to members of the 

public. 

 

Kindly advise if these risks and hazards, and the foreseeable impacts on human and animal 

health1, water, soil and air quality of the mining of U and the radioactive progeny of U will be 

assessed.   

 

In order to understand the contribution of the proposed uranium production, the information in 

Beatrix Mine’s current radiological assessment reports and its Certificate of Registration 

(CoR), in terms of the National Nuclear Act, 47 of 1999 and its Regulations, is important to 

demonstrate current exposure and regulatory compliance.   If possible, we shall appreciate a 

copies of the aforementioned documents. 

 

1
 In the light of new findings: Apart from kidneys, U attacks the brain, acts as endocrine disruptive compound by 

mimicking oestrogen (with possible consequences for the foetal development), compromises the immune system 

and damages the DNA. Epidemiological data from the Wismut cohort further suggest that existing models on 

effects of internally deposited alpha emitters underestimate the risk of contracting liver cancer by 20 to 70 times.  

 

References:  F Winde Uranium pollution of water – a global perspective on the situation in South Africa.  2013. 

Vaal Triangle Occasional Papers: Inaugural lecture 10/2013.  Faculty of Humanities at the Vaal Triangle Campus, 

North West University. Institute de Radioprotection et de surete nucleaire (2005).  Envirhom: Bioaccumulation 

of radioncuclides in situations of chronic exposure of ecosystems and members of the public.  Progress report 2 

covering the period June 2003 – September 2005. Report DRPH 2005-07 & DEI 2005-05. pp. 64 Vahrenholz et 

al, 1997.  DNA damage in blood lymphocytes of former uranium miners.  European Journal of Cancer, 33, 8, 14 

-14(1) Zaire et al, 1997. Unexpected rates of chromosomal instabilities and alterations of hormone levels in 

Namibian uranium miners.  Radiation Research 147, 5, 579 – 584 McDiarmid et al 2002.  Health Effects of 

Depleted Uranium on Exposed Gulf War Veterans.  Environm Research, 82,2, 168-180 Raymond-wish et al 2007. 

Drinking water with uranium below the U.S.EPA water standard causes estrogen receptor-dependent responses 

in female mice.  Environ Health Persp.  115, 12, 1711-1716 Henner 2008. Bioaccumulation of radionuclides and 

induced biological effects in situations of chronic exposure of ecosystems – an uranium case study Prof. Doug 

Brugge, Department of Public Health and Family Medicine, Tufts University School of Medicine,, Health effects 

of uranium: new research findings IPPNW.  Health effects of ionising radiation: Summary of expert meeting in 

Ulm, Germany, October 19th, 2013 
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Conclusion 

 

While the FSE is not opposed to the current application, we respectfully request that we be 

allowed to engage virtually on an assessment of the risks and hazards, and proposed mitigation 

measures and that our above requests for information be favourably responded to.  

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Mariette Liefferink 

CEO:  FEDERATION FOR A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT 

mariette@pea.org.za 

073 231 4893 

8 January 2026/ 
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APPENDIX G - NOTIFICATION SMS OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT BASIC 
ASSESSMENT REPORTS 
 

 A list of the SMS messages sent on 12 November 2025 
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Luyanda Macheke

From: Vasie Naidoo
Sent: Thursday, 13 November 2025 10:13
To: Paula Tolksdorff; Luyanda Macheke
Subject: FW: Bulk SMS:   "Please comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report for the 

Environmental Authorisation

fyi 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Vasie Naidoo [vasien@gcs-sa.biz]  
Sent: Wednesday, 12 November 2025 10:41 AM 
To: Copy of 25-0019_PPP Bulk SMSs 11.11.2025.xlsx 
Subject: Bulk SMS: "Please comment on the DraŌ Basic Assessment Report for the Environmental AuthorisaƟon 
 
 
"Please comment on the DraŌ Basic Assessment Report for the Environmental AuthorisaƟon for the SOFS and 
Beatrix Mining Rights to support the Neo Energy TransacƟon.  
Download the report from hƩps://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/ or hƩps://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/login.  
Comment before 8 Jan 2026. A meeƟng is held on 26 Nov at 14:00 at the Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom. For more 
informaƟon email ppp@gcs-sa.biz" 
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APPENDIX H – PUBLIC MEETING 
 

 Presentation delivered at the public meeting held 26 November 2025 

 Attendance register 
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Time: 14:00

KLMNOP

• Welcome and introductions 
• Objectives of the meeting
• Project background and overview
• Legislative requirements and environmental 

authorisation process
• Opinion of the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP)
• Discussion 
• Way forward and next steps

1

2



25/11/2025
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QRSTUVR WXY ZX[\UY]T[^UX_

• Competent Authority / Decision-making Authority: Department of 
Minerals and Petroleum Resources (DMPR): Free State

• Applicant: Sibanye-Stillwater

• EAP: GCS Environment SA

 Cellphones on silent
 Work through the facilitators
 Discussion at the end
 Please ensure that you sign the Attendance Register
 All questions and concerns raised during this meeting will be included in the Comments and Response 

Report which will be submitted with the Final Basic Assessment Reports (BARs)

`abMcdefMg hi 
djM kMMdeNL

• Provide background and an overview of the proposed 
project

• Present information on the:
• Existing Mining Rights
• Environmental authorisation process and relevant 

regulations
• Draft BARs

• Obtain further comment and input relevant to the 
project

3
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Witwatersrand Consolidated 
Gold Resources (Wits Gold)

Mining Right FS 10005 MR (SOFS 
Operations)

Sibanye Gold Limited (Sibanye 
Gold)

Mining Right FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR) (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft and 

Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa))

p\UqRT[ rWTst\U]XY

ueaPNvM Gold Limited (Sibanye Gold)

The existing Beatrix Mining Right – (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft and 
Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa)) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is 
situated within the Free State Province, in the Magisterial 
Districts of Theunissen and Ventersburg. It is located 
approximately 25 km south of Virginia, within the jurisdiction 
of both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 
Municipalities.

Beatrix Mining Right comprises:
• Four Shafts (three operational (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shafts) and 

one on care and maintenance (Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa))
• Two Metallurgical Plants
• Four Tailings Storage Facilities (TSF)
• Five Surface Waste Rock Dumps (WRD)
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure

5
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Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold)

The Southern Free State (SOFS) existing Mining Right (FS 
10005 MR) (SOFS Operations) is situated in the Free State 
Magisterial District of Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. 
The Mining Right is located approximately 6 km south of 
Virginia, within the jurisdiction of both the Matjhabeng and 
Masilonyana Local Municipalities.

Currently no mining taking place, however the following has 
been previously approved:
• Shafts
• Metallurgical Plant
• TSF
• WRDs
• Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Dams
• Sewerage Treatment Plant
• Supporting Infrastructure

Project Overview
Neo Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received 
approval from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with the acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater’s 
Beatrix 4 Shaft. In support of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the following 
actions:

• Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently held by 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited 
(Sibanye Gold).

• Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into the 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR).

• Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to 
Neo Energy.

These administrative processes do not involve any modifications to the existing mining operations or 
associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will continue as previously 
authorised.

7
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Project Overview

SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR)

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR))

Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 
MR)) (Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa)), will then be 
transferred to Neo Energy, which includes:
• No. 4 Shaft
• No. 4 Metallurgical Plant
• Associated TSF and WRD
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure

9

10



25/11/2025

6

SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR)

Operational Mining Activities (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft): 
• Three Shafts (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft operational)
• Metallurgical Plant
• Associated TSF and WRD
• Return Water and Evaporation Dams
• Other Supporting infrastructure

Authorised Mining Activities (from SOFS Operations):
• Shafts
• Metallurgical Plant
• TSF
• WRDs
• Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Dams
• Sewerage Treatment Plant
• Supporting Infrastructure

Environmental 
Authorisation 

Process
An EA for each application is 

required under the NEMA for the 
following activity -

GN R 983: Activity 21 D: 
Any activity including the operation 

of that activity which requires an 
amendment or variation to a right or 
permit in terms of Section 102 of the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Development Act, as well as any 

other applicable activity contained in 
this Listing Notice or in Listing Notice 

3 of 2014, required for such 
amendment.

National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (NEMA)
• The Environmental Impact Assessment 

(EIA) Regulations require that a Basic 
Assessment Application Process be 
undertaken should a Section 102 permit be 
required under the  Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, 2002 
(MPRDA).

• A Section 102 permit allows the holder of 
an existing right or permit to apply for an 
amendment when the scope or nature of 
the operation changes.

Legislative Requirements

11
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Administrative 
changes

The applications are purely administrative in nature and do not 
involve any changes to existing mining operations, expansions, or 
modifications of authorised activities.  

All operations associated with Beatrix 1 to 3 Shafts, as well as the 
proposed future SOFS Operations, will continue as previously 
authorised under the approved Environmental Management 
Programmes (EMPrs) and approvals for Sibanye.

Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa) will likewise continue to operate in 
accordance with the approved EMPr and approvals issued to Neo 
Energy.

The amendment pertains solely to the restructuring of the Mining 
Rights to ensure that ownership and legal standing are aligned with 
the approved transaction between Sibanye and Neo Energy.

If the amendments are approved:

Operations associated with Beatrix 1 to 3 Shafts, as well as 
the proposed future SOFS Operations, will continue as 

previously authorised, under Sibanye.

Neo Energy will continue to operate Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa), 
including the submission of any required environmental 

applications for the mining of uranium and gold.

13
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EAP’s Opinion
Beatrix (1 to 3 Shaft) and SOFS Operations

• The amendment relates only to already authorised Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft and 
SOFS Operations - no new activities, footprint expansion, or changes to 
environmental impact significance.

• All impacts remain consistent with those evaluated in the approved EMPrs, 
and existing mitigation measures remain appropriate and effective.

• No new biophysical, social, or heritage sensitivities will be affected.
• The operations support regional socio-economic stability, including 

employment, procurement, municipal contributions, and SLP commitments.
• Environmental infrastructure, rehabilitation strategies, monitoring 

programmes, and financial provision remain in place and are sufficient to 
manage risks responsibly.

EAP’s Opinion
Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa)

• No new surface disturbance or additional infrastructure is proposed. No new 
or significant environmental impacts are anticipated — all impacts remain 
adequately managed under the approved EMPr.

• The continuation of mining operations provides critical socio-economic 
benefits, including job security, local procurement, SLP commitments, and 
municipal revenue contributions.

• Extending the life of mine supports regional economic stability where mining is 
a major livelihood source.

• The activity aligns with national policy objectives, including the National 
Development Plan 2030 (sustainable resource development and job creation).

15
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Public 
Participation Public Participation Process (as per EIA Regulations)

• Notify Interested and Affected Parties  (I&APs): Written 
notices (Background Information Documents, emails, SMS 
messages), pamphlets/flyers, site notices, and newspaper 
advertisements

• Provide Access to information: Draft BARs available from 
14 November 2025 till 8 January 2026

• Record and Respond: Capture all comments; compile a 
Comments and Responses Report

• Inform Outcome: Notify all I&APs of the authority’s 
decision and the right to appeal

BIDs were distributed on 11 Nov 2025 
and SMS messages were sent on 12 Nov 

2025

Advertisements
Advertisements were published in Sesotho 

and English as follows:

DateNewspaper
15 November 2025Masilonyane News
31 October 2025Free State Sun
30 October 2025Sowetan
30 October 2025Vista

17
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Site Notices

20 site notices  were placed on 13 
November 2025 on the boundary of the 

mining rights areas and at Virginia, 
Theunissen, Welkom and Meloding

libraries.

Discussion and Way Forward

19
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Way Forward
Your role as a stakeholder:
• Submit your comments within the review timeframes: 8 January 2026.
• Reports available as follows:

Your inputs are important to us!
Contact us:

GCS Environment South Africa (Pty) Ltd
Attention: Anelle Lotter / Luyanda Macheke

Tel: +27 (0)11 803 5726
E-mail: ppp@gcs-sa.biz / anellel@gcs-sa.biz / luyandam@gcs-sa.biz

Postal Address: PO Box 2597, Rivonia, Johannesburg, 2128

Welkom Public LibraryMeloding Public Library

Theunissen Public LibraryVirginia Public Library

https://www.gcs-sa.biz/public-documents/GCS Website

https://ulwazi.datafree.co/#/pub/loginSibanye’s Data Free Portal

Next Steps
• All attendees will be added as registered I&Aps.
• All comments, concerns, questions raised, and answers provided 

during this meeting will be included in the Comments and 
Responses Report.

• The commenting period ends on 8 January 2026. All inputs should 
be provided by the deadline date.

• Draft BARs will be finalised with comments received.
• DMPR will review final BARs and EMPrs in January 2026.
• Decision on application – announcement to public (March/April 

2026).

21
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Thank you

23
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APPENDIX I – COMMENTS AND RESPONSES REPORT 
 



 

 

 

 

 

ISSUE OR CONCERN CONTRIBUTOR 
DATE OF 

CONTRIBU
TION 

MEANS OF 
CONTRIBU

TION 
RESPONSE 

When and how are you going to host your public 
participation events? 
 
How does my company as local company here in 
Virginia is afforded an opportunity to participate in 
the economic opportunity rendered by Neo 
Energy? 

Lehlohonolo 
Makapa 

2 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 1 December 2025 via email as follows: 
An event was held at the Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom on 26 
November 2026. Should future events be held in Virginia, your 
company will be contacted to provide a quotation to assist with 
the hosting. 
 
In addition: 
The applications pertain solely to the restructuring of the Mining 
Rights to ensure that ownership and legal standing are aligned 
with the approved transaction between Sibanye and Neo Energy. 
Neo Energy will in future liaise with stakeholders in terms of their 
Social and Labour Plan (SLP) and other opportunities. 

The following entries into the CRR provides a chronological order of comments and issues between GCS, Mr Mvumbi and Sibanye Stillwater. 

Please take note there is no date allocated for the 
community of Masilonyana Municipality. There is 
only a date for Matjhabeng community and 
residents of Masilonyana Municipality cannot be 
expected to attend a public participation meeting 
in Matjhabeng Municipality. 
 
Looking forward to receive an information on a 
date, time and venue for the community of 
Masilonyana Municipality. 

Mr Bob Petros 
Mvumbi, resident of 
Masilonyana 
Municipality 

11 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 14 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Apologies for only responding now. We have been in the Mining 
Right’s area placing site notices and delivering the Basic 
Assessment Reports for stakeholder review. The review 
commenced today and stakeholders have time to comment till 8 
January 2026. 
 
We trust that you will access the information for review and 
comments – please see email below sent to you on 11 November 
2025 for more information with regards to the arrangements for 
access of hard copies and electronic copies of the Basic 
Assessment Reports. 
 
In June 2025, we approached the Masilonyana Municipality to 
request their support in hosting a meeting. Following guidance 
from the Department of Minerals and Petroleum Resources 

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION FOR THE: 
1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR): DMRE Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 

AND 
2. THE BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)): DMRE Reference: FS-00093-MS/102 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSES REPORT (CRR) 
January 2026 
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DATE OF 

CONTRIBU
TION 

MEANS OF 
CONTRIBU

TION 
RESPONSE 

(DMPR), we have been advised not to delay the application 
process further and to proceed accordingly. 
 
Stakeholders can comment on the application process in various 
ways (as outlined in the advertisements which were published, 
site notices which were placed and the Background Information 
Documents which were circulated) and we would urge them to 
use the means available. 

What was the response of Masilonyana 
Municipality when requesting support from them? 

Mr Bob Petros 
Mvumbi, resident of 
Masilonyana 
Municipality 

14 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 17 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Please allow me to provide you with a summary of engagements 
undertaken to date between GCS and the Masilonyana Local 
Municipality. The points below were also included in our 
correspondence to the DMPR, requesting an extension for our 
submission: 

 19 June 2025 – Introductory virtual meeting: 
Representatives of GCS, Sibanye, and the Masilonyana 
Local Municipality met virtually to introduce the 
applications and outline the statutory Public Participation 
Process (PPP) requirements. 

 9 July 2025 – Follow-up face to face meeting: At the 
request of the Masilonyana Local Municipality, GCS and 
Sibanye attended a meeting where GCS presented the 
public participation approach. The Municipality 
confirmed its willingness to assist in developing a PPP 
strategy in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA 
Regulations. 

 14–30 July 2025 – Attempts to arrange online workshop: 
GCS attempted to convene an online workshop with the 
Municipality to jointly develop the PPP strategy. Despite 
several follow-up attempts, no response was received. 

 31 July 2025 – Submission of Draft Stakeholder 
Engagement Plan (SEP): In the absence of feedback, 
GCS prepared and submitted a Draft SEP requesting 
comments by 6 August 2025 to enable timely PPP 
implementation. No response was received despite 
follow-up efforts. 

 8 August 2025 – Formal request for SEP review: 
Sibanye submitted a formal letter to the Municipality 
emphasising the importance of finalising the SEP and 
highlighting the regulatory implications of continued 
delays. No response was received. 
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CONTRIBU
TION 

MEANS OF 
CONTRIBU

TION 
RESPONSE 

 18 August 2025 – Request for DMPR guidance: Sibanye 
submitted a formal letter to the Regional Manager of the 
DMPR outlining the challenges faced and requesting 
guidance. 

 
The DMPR responded that the process is no longer to be 
postponed and that GCS should continue with the application. 
 
We trust that the above will provide you with an overview of the 
process endeavouring to facilitate involvement and participation 
of the Masilonyana Local Municipality. The opportunities are still 
open to all to attend the meeting on 26 November as per the 
notification and / or to respond in writing by 8 January 2026 to the 
reports available for comment. 

Allow me to further respond to your response as 
follows; 
 

1. Masilonyana community views this 
activity very important and critical in its life 
and there is no way that it van be 
deprieved such an august opportunity to 
participate through face to face 
engagement due to an irresponsible local 
authority (municipality).Masilonyana 
Municipality. 
 

2. Masilonyana Municipality is not a pre-
requisite for engagement of the 
community by any interested party/ 
stakeholder nor does it has veto powers 
in that regard. 
 

3. Sibanye Stillwater and the Department of 
Mineral and Petroleum Resources can 
also not punish Masilonyana Municipality 
by simply allowing such an important 
activity to continue without face to face 
participation of the community more so 
that there was an official request for an 
official engagement on the Uranium 
Beatrix Project early this year from 
Sibanye Stillwater and that request was 

Mr Bob Petros 
Mvumbi, resident of 
Masilonyana 
Municipality 

23 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 26 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Thank you for your email. We have considered your request and 
had a subsequent meeting with Sibayne. 
 
We propose a meeting with you at Beatrix mine at a date and time 
convenient to all. 
 
Could you please indicate alternative days and times convenient 
to you? 
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not acceded to by Sibanye Stillwater to 
date, now that there is an opportunity to 
do so, Masilonyana Municipality is 
refusing or blocking that opportunity. 

 
PROPOSAL FOR CONDUCTING FACE TO 
FACE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION WITH THE 
COMMUNITY OF MASILONYANA 
MUNICIPALITY 
 
It is on account of above that I propose as 
indicated below: 
 
That public participation for the community of 
Masilonyana Municipality be conducted on 26 
November 2025 from 09:00 - 13:00 OR 27 
November 2025 from 10:00. 
 
In the event this request is rejected, the 
Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
should convene a community meeting to explain 
why public participation on this very important 
Beatrix Uranium Project was not conducted in 
Masilonyana Municipality. 
 
I hope Masilonyana council and its administration 
will not view this as harassment and effect an 
interdict against me. 
 
Looking forward to hear from you upon receipt of 
this communique. 

I gladly acknowledge your response with 
appreciation and confirm that I am available for an 
engagement at the suggested venue on 01 
December 2025 at 10:00 
 
Looking forward to you hear from you upon receipt 
of this communique.  

Mr Bob Petros 
Mvumbi, resident of 
Masilonyana 
Municipality 

27 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 28 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Thank you for your response. 
Could you please provide us with alternative days and times as 
was requested in the email below? 
 
In the meantime, we have reached out to Sibanye to find out if 
they are available on 1 December 2025. 
We have not yet received a response and believe that the 
suggested date may be too short notice. 
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In addition, GCS also responded on 1 December 2025 via another 
email as follows: 
Following a discussion this morning with Sibanye, it has been 
agreed that Sibanye will liaise directly with you. 
Welcome to direct all future correspondence to Mr Letlhogonolo 
Mohosh, cc’ed in this email. 
In addition, Sibanye Stillwater sent the following email on 1 
December 2025: 
 
I hope this email finds you well. 
 
Please consider this correspondence as formal notification 
regarding the exclusion of the Masilonyana local communities 
from the Sibanye Stillwater Environmental Authorisation process. 
We acknowledge your request for the inclusion of Masilonyana 
local communities in the environmental authorisation process, 
similar to the consultation process undertaken with Matjhabeng 
local municipality communities. We have explored all avenues to 
involve Masilonyana communities through the municipality, but 
unfortunately, our efforts have been unsuccessful. We have made 
multiple attempts to collaborate with Masilonyana local 
municipality, as the custodian of the communities, to facilitate 
public participation and address social and environmental 
concerns. However, we have not received the necessary support 
or agreement from the municipality. 
 
It is essential to note that mobilising and engaging communities 
without the municipality's blessing or support can lead to 
unintended consequences. In light of this, we kindly request that 
you address this matter with Masilonyana local municipality to 
resolve the issue amicably. From Sibanye Stillwater's 
perspective, we have conducted inclusive engagements with host 
communities in Lejweleputswa. Further processes will continue, 
and preparations for submission will be made. 
 
Please be assured that we are open to engaging with you as an 
individual, should you have questions or concerns regarding the 
environmental authorisation. However, we cannot engage with 
local communities mobilised through your capacity as a 
community member, as this would contravene our stakeholder 
management principles and agreements with local government 
and operations. We advise that you engage with the local 



ISSUE OR CONCERN CONTRIBUTOR 
DATE OF 

CONTRIBU
TION 

MEANS OF 
CONTRIBU

TION 
RESPONSE 

authority, DMPR, and relevant government departments to 
resolve this matter. 
I hope you find this response satisfactory, and I apologise for any 
inconvenience caused. 
 
The email was signed by the Unit Manager: Community Affairs 
Beatrix Mine, SA Gold Operations. The contact details of the Unit 
Manager were provided to Mr Mvumbi. 

This Department supports the application in 
general, subject to the following conditions: 
 

1.  No access to the provincial road network 
will be allowed unless an application is 
submitted to this Department for 
consideration. The application must also 
be supported by a traffic impact 
study/statement/assessment that was 
compiled by a professional traffic 
engineer. The spacing of accesses must 
comply with the TMH16 document. 
Layout drawings of the proposed 
access/es must also be submitted. 
 

2. A building line of 95 metres is imposed 
from the centerline of all provincial roads. 
This building line is enforced in terms of 
section 9 of the Advertising on Roads and 
Ribbon Development Act, 1940 (Act 21 of 
1940). This Department will consider the 
relaxation of the building line once an 
application to this effect is received. 
 

3. Several roads that are under the 
jurisdiction of SANRAL are also affected 
by the application. The application must 
therefore also be forwarded to SANRAL 
for comments. 

Hannes Maree 
Free State: 
Department of 
Community Safety, 
Roads and 
Transport, 
Bloemfontein 

13 
November 
2025 

Email 

The support of Department of Community Safety, Roads and 
Transport for this application is noted. 
 
The three points listed as comments from the Department will be 
considered should the road network be impacted. The 
applications for Environmental Authorisation are administrative 
processes and do not involve any physical alterations to the land, 
existing mining operations, or associated infrastructure. All mining 
activities and supporting systems will continue in accordance with 
the existing authorised approvals. 

Thank you for contacting Vaal Central Water 
(VCW), the email serves as acknowledgement of 
the received correspondence. 

Lindiwe Mnguni 
VCW 

13 
November 
2025 

Email Thank you for the feedback. 
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Draft Basic Assessment Report submitted on the 
13ᵗʰ of November 2025 has reference. 
 
Please attach proof of water use licence or 
registration applied with Department of Water and 
Sanitation on the final BAR and EMPr to be 
submitted. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
Department of 
Mineral and 
Petroleum 
Resources (DMPR) 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

The mine operates under an existing Water Use Licence (WUL) 
08/C42K/AEFJG/8739, dated 31 October 2018 and the 
subsequent amendment of 8 February 2022. For a copy of the 
WUL refer to Appendix F of the Final Basic Assessment Report 
(BAR). 
 
Kindly note that an amendment to the above WUL will be initiated. 

Please attach the quantum calculation table of 
financial provision, as it is not attached to the 
report submitted. It was indicated on page 281 
that the financial provision is in Appendix 4 and is 
not attached. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

The text on page 281 of the Draft BAR states: 
“Together, these documents describe the rehabilitation, closure, 
and post-closure measures applicable to the proposed SOFS 
Operations, and outline the financial provision required in 
accordance with the Financial Provisioning Regulations, 2015 (as 
amended) and GN R 1147 of 2020 (Appendix 4).” 
 
The Appendix 4 referred to in this context is Appendix 4 of 
Government Notice R1147 of 2020, which prescribes the 
regulatory framework and methodology for determining financial 
provision, and not a project-specific appendix to the Draft BARS. 
 
The updated 2025 Closure Report, inclusive of the detailed 
financial provision calculations and quantum, will be formally 
submitted to the DMPR in the first quarter of 2026, by 31 March 
2026, in accordance with the applicable regulatory requirements. 

Please note that SAHRA proof of consultation has 
to be included in the final document to be 
submitted. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

An application case number 22935 has been lodged with the 
South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA). Interim 
comments from the SAHRA are attached in Appendix F. 
 
Kindly note that the applications for Environmental Authorisation 
are administrative processes and do not involve any physical 
alterations to the land, existing mining operations, or associated 
infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue in accordance with the existing authorised approvals. 

Please note that the South African Heritage 
Resource Development Agency (SAHRA) does 
not accept hard copies anymore since they have 
introduced SAHRIS online system where 
application must be uploaded for comments. 
Please familiarise yourself with the said system 
and upload your final BAR and EMPr document 
for their comments. Please submit proof to this 
office together with their comments if any. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

An application case number 22935 has been lodged with the 
SAHRA. Interim comments from the SAHRA are attached in 
Appendix F. 
 
Kindly note that the applications for Environmental Authorisation 
are administrative processes and do not involve any physical 
alterations to the land, existing mining operations, or associated 
infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting systems will 
continue in accordance with the existing authorised approvals. 
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Please include proof of consultation to other state 
Department for example Department of Water 
and Sanitation, Department of Environmental 
Affairs and Department of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries for their comments. I have seen 
only proof of the sent correspondence, but the 
sent letter is not attached on draft BAR and EMPr. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

Please refer to Appendix F of the Public Participation Report 
which is appended to the Final BARs. Appendix F includes 
correspondence sent to national and provincial state 
departments. Also refer to Appendix B, the stakeholder database 
which lists all stakeholders who received notifications. The CRR 
– this document – also lists comments received from all 
participating stakeholders, including those from government 
departments.  

Your application also does not have an 
undertaking under oath or affirmation as required. 
As a result, the application does not comply with 
the provisions of regulation 16(1)(b)(iv) of the EIA 
Regulations. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

Please refer to the undertaking under oath or affirmation in 
Section 21 and Section 30 of the Final BAR. 

All the requirements of section 24N (2) & (3) of 
NEMA as well as regulations 23(1)(2), (3), (4) & 
(5) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 must be 
adequately addressed. The requested information 
must be completely addressed, incorporated in 
form 2 final BAR and EMPr and submitted as 
response to this office on or before 16ᵗʰ of January 
2026. Also upload the same document onto the 
SAMRAD system as an annexure, following the 
similar way that the initial BAR and EMPr were 
uploaded. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

The requirements of section 24N(2) and (3) of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
(NEMA), as well as the applicable provisions of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, have been fully 
considered and addressed in the updated Final BAR and 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). 
 
Section 24N(2) and (3) of NEMA require that an EMPr contain 
prescribed information and, where applicable, include 
implementation timeframes, measures regulating responsibility 
for environmental damage and pollution, and an environmental 
awareness plan. In response, the EMPr includes an emergency 
response procedure, which is provided in Appendix G of the Final 
BAR. In addition, Section 28 of the Final BAR provides details of 
the Environmental Awareness Plan, describing how employees 
will be informed of environmental risks associated with their 
activities and the measures in place to prevent pollution and 
environmental degradation. 
 
With regard to the EIA Regulations, 2014, it is noted that although 
Regulation 23 relates to the submission and consideration of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report, the current application 
follows a Basic Assessment process. As such, Regulation 19: 
Submission of BAR and supporting documents to the competent 
authority is applicable. The Final BAR and EMPr are aligned with 
the applicable regulatory requirements. 
 
The updated Final BAR and EMPr, will be submitted to the 
Department as a formal response to the comments received on 
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or before 16 January 2026, and will also be uploaded to the 
SAMRAD system. 

Please note that should your company fail to 
submit the requested information by the due date, 
this office will process the application further 
based on the BAR and EMPr submitted. 

Tshifiwa Makhokha 
Free State 
DMPR 

13 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

Noted. 

DFFE Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation 
hereby acknowledge receipt of the invitation on 
the 11th of November 2025 to review and 
comment on the project mentioned on the subject 
line. Kindly note that the project has been 
allocated to Mrs P Makitla and Ms Nompumelelo 
Lekalakala (Copied on this email). 
 
Please note: All Public Participation Process 
documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and 
any other Biodiversity EIA queries must be 
submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity 
Conservation at Email: @dffe.gov.za for attention 
of Mr Seoka Lekota. 

Ms Nompumelelo 
Lekalakala 
B&C: Biodiversity 
Mainstreaming & 
EIA 
Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries 
and the 
Environment 
(DFFE) 

18 
November 
2025 

Email 
GCS responded on 18 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Noted and thank you. 

Please send kmz file showing properties indicated 
on your map 

 
Please see the attached map. This application 
impacts eight of our commissioned power lines as 

Miss Khayelihle 
Zulu, Senior 
Advisor Audits & 
Investigations 
Servitudes & Land 
Management, 
National 
Transmission 
Company South 
Africa SOC Ltd 
(NTCSA) 

19 and 20 
November 
2025 

Email The kmz file was sent to Ms Zulu on 19 November 2025. 
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well as three vacant servitudes reserved for our 
planned power lines. 
 
On your kmz file, could you kindly indicate the 
exact mining positions? Additionally, please 
confirm whether this relates to underground 
mining or open-cast mining. 
 
To add on that, the reason for exact mining sites 
positions, we need to identify how far is the mining 
activity from electricity infrastructures. 

 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT REPORT AND EMPR IN 
TERMS OF REGULATION 3(6) OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
REGULATIONS, 2014 (HEREIN REFERRED TO 
AS THE EIA REGULATIONS) CONCERNING 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
AMENDMENT IN RESPECT OF VARIOUS 
PROPERTIES (SEE ATTACHED ANNEXURE 
"A"), SITUATED IN THE MAGISTERIAL 
DISTRICTS OF VENTERSBURG, 
THEUNISSEN AND WINBURG IN THE FREE 
STATE PROVINCE. APPLICANT: 
WITWATERSRAND CONSOLIDATED GOLD 
RESOURCES (PTY) LTO. 
 

Ms TJ Makhokha 
Sub-Directorate: 
Mine DMPR 

20 
November 
2025 

Letter via 
Email 

Noted. 
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1. Receipt of the above-mentioned Draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report and EMPr submitted to this 
Department on 13th of November 2025 is 
hereby acknowledged. 
 

2. The Department hereby informs you that 
the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report will be evaluated and a decision 
in terms of regulation 24 of the EIA 
regulations will be communicated to you 
within 107 days of receipt of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report and EMPr as required in terms of 
the above-mentioned regulation. 
 

3. Kindly note that acknowledgement of 
your Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report and EMPr does not grant you the 
right to commence with the listed 
activity/ies (mining operation) applied for. 
You should also note that 
commencement with a listed activity 
without an environmental authorisation 
contravenes the provisions of section 
24F (1) of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 
1998), as amended (NEMA) and 
constitutes an offence in terms of section 
49A (1) (a) of NEMA. 

 
Should additional information be needed by the 
department, a request for such information will be 
forwarded to you in writing. 

Please send me a kmz file showing the area of the 
mining right you are applying for. 

Ziyanda Mdoda 
Senior Advisor 
Investigation and 
Audit 
Servitude and Land 
Management 
Asset Management 

21 
November 
2025 

Email 
The kmz files for both MRs were sent to Z Mdoda on 24 November 
2025. 
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National 
Transmission 
Company South 
Africa SOC Ltd 
(NTCSA) 

Will there be an opportunity for a virtual meeting 
to discussion the application? 
 
In addition to the response sent to Ms Liefferink, 
she responded on 25 November 2025 as follows: 
I have downloaded the document and will be 
perusing it shortly. I have a little difficulty 
understanding the application but I am sure the 
BID will assist. If not, I shall let you know. 

Mariette Liefferink 
CEO: Federation 
for a Sustainable 
Environment (FSE) 

21 
November 
2025 

Email 

GCS responded on 03 December 2025 via email as follows: 
We have not specifically planned a virtual session, but I’m sure 
we can assist if you have any specific queries / questions / 
comments. 
 
Could you please let us know the following: 
 

a) List of questions so that we may ensure that the 
appropriate people from Sibanye is in attendance. 

b) Two to three dates that will be suitable to you. 
DFFE Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation 
hereby acknowledge receipt of the invitation on 
the 21st of November 2025 to review and 
comment on the project mentioned on the subject 
line. Kindly note that the project has been 
allocated to Mrs P Makitla and Ms Nompumelelo 
Lekalakala (Copied on this email). 
Please note: All Public Participation Process 
documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and 
any other Biodiversity EIA queries must be 
submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity 
Conservation at Email: BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za for 
attention of Mr Seoka Lekota. 

Nompumelelo 
Lekalakala 
B&C: Biodiversity 
Mainstreaming & 
EIA 
Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries 
and the 
Environment 

25 
November 
2025 

Email 
GCS responded on 18 November 2025 via email as follows: 
Noted. 

A public meeting was held on 26 November 2026 at the Ferdie Meyer Hall in Welkom, Matjhabeng Municipality.  

Asked whether Neo Energy will be able to 
continue with the existing authorised mining 
activities without introducing any new 
developments or making changes to the current 
infrastructure or operations on the portion of land 
they intend to acquire. 

Mr Johan Pretorius, 
landowner and 
farmer 

26 
November 
2025 

Public 
meeting 

Ms Paula Tolksdorff indicated that at this stage, there are no new 
activities, no additional infrastructure, and no changes to the 
existing operational footprint associated with the proposed 
administrative transfers of the mining rights. The current impacts 
and the approved environmental management measures remain 
unchanged. 
 
Ms Paula Tolksdorff added that should Neo Energy propose any 
new infrastructure, expansions, or activities in the future, they will 
be required to submit the necessary applications in terms of the 
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environmental and mining legislation, and these will undergo the 
appropriate public participation and regulatory review processes. 

Land is leased from Sibanye Stillwater since the 
1980s, however notice was provided by the 
company that the lease has expired. Upon further 
enquiry, Sibanye Stillwater confirmed that notice 
was provided due to the transaction with Neo 
Energy. We would like to know whether Neo 
Energy as the new owner, will be willing to lease 
the land to us so that we may continue as 
previously? 

Mr Johan Pretorius 
and Gert 
Oosthuizen, 
landowner and 
farmer 

26 
November 
2025 

Public 
meeting 

Mr Kenneth Mudziri, Neo Beisa Metals provided his contact 
details and contact details of other Neo Energy company 
members so that further discussions can take place between the 
parties. 

Expressed concern that key stakeholders, 
particularly the local municipality, do not formally 
recognise Artisanal and Small-scale Miners 
(ASM) or include them in relevant processes. 
He further highlighted that ASM is often 
associated with illegal mining activities (zama 
zamas), which contributes to negative 
perceptions and a lack of recognition. 
 
He stated that while ASMs frequently identify 
unutilised land for small-scale mining and play a 
role in socio-economic development, certain 
stakeholders such as and the local municipality 
still do not acknowledge or engage with them. 

Mr Thabang 
Mafathle, 
Lejweleputswa 
Artisanal Small 
Scale Mining 

26 
November 
2025 

Public 
meeting 

Mr Kenneth Mudziri, Neo Beisa Metals stated that in relation to 
ASM, it is important to note that any form of collaboration must 
comply with the applicable legal and regulatory requirements. 
 
From a governance perspective, compliance, safety, and liability 
considerations are critical. Mining companies carry significant 
legal responsibility for activities that occur within their mining 
rights and operational areas. Therefore, before any form of 
access, partnership, or recognition can be considered, ASMs 
would need to demonstrate that they are operating in full 
compliance with statutory and safety requirements. 
 
It was added that a key concern is risk and liability. Should an 
incident occur especially if ASM miners are injured while 
operating within the mining right area, the company could be held 
liable. 

Requested for ASM to be recognised by mining 
companies. 

Mr Thabang 
Mafathle, 
Lejweleputswa 
Artisanal Small 
Scale Mining 

26 
November 
2025 

Public 
meeting 

Mr Kenneth Mudziri, Neo Beisa Metals indicated that ASM 
initiatives can be considered as part of broader socio-economic 
development programs, provided they align with regulatory, 
safety, and operational requirements. 
 
However, it is important that any requests for support or 
collaboration are submitted through formal and appropriate 
channels. 
 
Mr Nathi Khuzwayo, Sibanye Stillwater emphasised that the 
correct communication channels should be followed. 

Requested information regarding the physical 
location of Neo Energy’s offices. 

Mr Gert 
Oosthuizen, 

26 
November 
2025 

Public 
meeting 

Mr Kenneth Mudziri, Neo Beisa Metals indicated the physical 
address will be provided to the stakeholder. 
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Landowner and 
farmer 

The responsibility lies with the applicant to ensure 
that any authorisation required for undertaking 
any water uses as listed under Section 21 of the 
National Water Act is applied for. 
 
Stormwater and erosion management must be in 
place. 
 
Waste management must be in place through all 
stages of the project. 

Boitumelo Melato 
Environmental 
Officer 
DWS 

27 
November 
2025 

Comment 
sheet via 
email 

 
The points listed as comments from the Department will be 
considered, however the applications for Environmental 
Authorisation are administrative processes and do not involve any 
physical alterations to the land, existing mining operations, or 
associated infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 
systems will continue in accordance with the existing authorised 
approvals. 

Can you please provide property description for 
this Environmental Authorisation Application so 
that we can comment? 

Gabriel Kgaphola 
Dalrrd 

1 
December 
2025 

Email 
The requested information was sent to Mr Kgaphola on 1 
December 2025. 

I have finally had time to download the BID 
regarding the above application. Kindly advise 
whether the attached document is the relevant 
document to comment on or whether a 
comprehensive EIA and specialist reports are 
available to download. If so, kindly provide me 
with the link. 
 
I have taken note that the time for comments 
prescribes on the 8th of January 2026. I shall 
endeavour to submit our comments within the 
prescribed time period. 
 
 

Mariette Liefferink 
CEO: Federation 
for a Sustainable 
Environment (FSE) 

7 January 
2026 

Email  

GCS responded on 9 January 2026 via email as follows: 
If you scroll down in the email, you will see that on 11 November 
2025 we have sent an invitation for stakeholders to participate 
with the link to the Draft Basic Assessment Reports. A reminder 
with the same information was sent a bit later. Below is a copied 
clip from the emails sent below. You will see that there are two 
links to which you can connect to download the reports. 
  
Apologies that I could not assist before you have compiled your 
comments. 
Would you like to take a look at the reports and then consider your 
comments? 

Kindly find attached hereto the FSE’s comments 
on the above application for environmental 
authorisation. 
Please confirm receipt. 

Mariette Liefferink 
CEO: Federation 
for a Sustainable 
Environment (FSE) 

8 January 
2026 

Email  

GCS responded on 9 January 2026 via email as follows: 
Many thanks for your comments which was received.  
Would you like to take a look at the reports and then consider 
your comments? Or would it be of value if the EAP, Paula 
Tolksdorf perhaps give you a quick call? 

COMMENTS ON THE BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION DOCUMENT - APPLICATION 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

FOR THE: 1. SOUTHERN FREE STATE (SOFS) 
MINING RIGHT (FS 10005 MR) DMPR 

Reference: FS-00040-MR/11 AND 2. THE 
BEATRIX MINING RIGHT (FS 10047 MR (FS 

Mariette Liefferink 
CEO: Federation 
for a Sustainable 
Environment (FSE) 

8 January 
2026 

Email  

In response to these comments, a virtual meeting was held with 
the FSE on 12 January 2026. Ms Liefferink stated during the 
meeting that the comments relate specifically to Neo Energy and 
should be included in the Comments and Response Report 
(CRR) (this document) for future action, by Neo Energy.  
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081 MR)).  DMPR Reference: FS-00093-
MS/102. GCS REF. NO: 25-0019 

 
The following comments are submitted on behalf 
of the Federation for a Sustainable Environment 
(FSE).  Since the information provided in the 
Background Information Document (BID) is scant, 
our comments are incomplete. 
 
The BID assures us, however, that during Phase 
2 a Public Participation Process will be 
undertaken in accordance with Chapter 6 of GN R 
982 in order to ensure “transparency, inclusivity, 
and meaningful engagement with I&Aps”.  We 
eagerly await additional information on the above 
application in order for us to comment more 
meaningfully and extensively. 
 
Ownership transfer and consolidation of Mining 
Rights in the Free State 
 
The BID informs us of the proposed acquisition of 
Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 Shaft by Neo 
Uranium Resources South Africa (Neo 
Energy), a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals (the 
parent company) and its South African Entity: Neo 
Uranium Resources Beisa Mine (Pty) Ltd 
(NURB) as the operating subsidiary; the transfer 
of the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to 
Neo Energy; the transfer of ownership of the 
Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right, 
currently held by Witwatersrand Consolidated 
Gold; and the consolidation a portion of the 
Sibanye Gold Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR 
(FS 081 MR)) into the SOFS Mining Right (FS 
10005 MR). 
 
It was reported that Neo Energy has signed an 
ancillary acquisition agreement (Sale of 
Immovable Property Agreement with Sibanye 
Gold Proprietary Limited, a subsidiary of 
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Sibanye Stillwater Limited. This agreement 
means that NURB will acquire the land where the 
Beisa Uranium Project operates. The land, 
covering about 6,244 hectares, is the main area 
for the Beisa Uranium Project and includes 
several key farm portions.  
 
We are furthermore informed by the BID that the 
transfer of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 10047 MR 
(FS 081 MR)) to Neo Energy will include the 
transfer of the following infrastructure: 

 Beatrix 4 Shaft. 
 Metallurgical Plant. 
 Tailing Storage Facility.   
 Waste Rock Dump. 
 Waste Water Treatment Works. 
 Pollution Control Dams and Evaporation 

Dams. 
 
The BID, however, does not inform us of the 
acquisition of the land and key farm portions by 
Neo Energy.  Kindly advise. 
 
In the light of the above-mentioned complex 
corporate structures, it begs the question who will 
be responsible for the responsibility and liability of 
mine closure. Since, according to Regulation 56 
of the MPRD Regulations, the closure of a mining 
operation incorporates a process which must start 
at the commencement of the operation and must 
continue throughout the life of the operation 
(progressive or concurrent rehabilitation), it is 
necessary to establish the custodianship of the 
closure plan; the rehabilitation objectives and the 
future land use (predetermined and agreed upon) 
prior to authorisation of the application.   
 
Kindly advise. 
 
Such objectives should include from a generic 
perspective, the following: 
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 Immediate harm to human health and 
safety must be eliminated; 

 Groundwater must be fit for current and 
future domestic and other uses consistent 
with the agreed current and future land 
use; 

 Surface water must be fit for current and 
future basic human needs and aquatic 
ecosystems requirements; 

 Risk of harm to non-aquatic organisms 
must be eliminated; and 

 Soil must be fit for use consistent with 
current and future land use. 

 
Proposed mining activities 
 
The BID informs us that “the administrative 
processes do not involve any modifications to the 
existing mining operations or associated 
infrastructure. All mining activities and supporting 
systems will continue as previously authorised”. 
 
Anomalous to the abovementioned statement, the 
website of Neo Energy informs us that “Neo 
Uranium Resources South Africa (a subsidiary of 
Neo Energy Metals (NEO: LSE/A2X), is the entity 
acquiring the Beisa Uranium-Gold Mine (Beatrix 4 
Shaft) in South Africa's Witwatersrand Basin from 
Sibanye-Stillwater, aiming for near-term low-
cost uranium production by refurbishing the 
existing mine, plant, and infrastructure, …”  
(Emphasis added.) 
 
Since the production of uranium (U) will require 
modifications to the existing mining operations 
and associated infrastructure, and mining 
systems, kindly clarify the anomaly between the 
above statement in the BID and the statement on 
the website of Neo Energy.  
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I thank we are agreed that the mining and 
extraction of U will result in the introduction of new 
risks and hazards.   
 
Determining the risks of U mining and mineral 
processing operations can be complex, consisting 
of multiple facilities and activities, which may 
serve as sources of radiation exposure.  With 
reference e.g. to radon gas: 
 
Radon gas is released from different types of 
facilities, namely: 

 Tailings storage facilities, waste rock 
dumps and other NORM stockpiles 

 Upcast ventilation shafts 
 Contaminated soil or land 
 Backfilled mine areas 

 
Factors that ought to be considered in the 
assessment of the risks and the establishment of 
a public radiation protection programme are: 

 The rate of release and subsequent 
atmospheric dispersion of radon and its 
progeny.  

 The contribution of the inhalation of radon 
gas (often the dominant contributor) and 
its progeny (indoors and outdoors) to the 
annual total effective dose to members of 
the public. 

 
Kindly advise if these risks and hazards, and the 
foreseeable impacts on human and animal 
health1, water, soil and air quality of the mining of 

 
1 In the light of new findings: Apart from kidneys, U attacks the brain, acts as endocrine disruptive compound by mimicking oestrogen (with possible consequences for the foetal development), compromises the immune system and damages the DNA. Epidemiological data 
from the Wismut cohort further suggest that existing models on effects of internally deposited alpha emitters underestimate the risk of contracting liver cancer by 20 to 70 times.  
 
References:  F Winde Uranium pollution of water – a global perspective on the situation in South Africa.  2013. Vaal Triangle Occasional Papers: Inaugural lecture 10/2013.  Faculty of Humanities at the Vaal Triangle Campus, North West University. Institute de Radioprotection 
et de surete nucleaire (2005).  Envirhom: Bioaccumulation of radioncuclides in situations of chronic exposure of ecosystems and members of the public.  Progress report 2 covering the period June 2003 – September 2005. Report DRPH 2005-07 & DEI 2005-05. pp. 64 
Vahrenholz et al, 1997.  DNA damage in blood lymphocytes of former uranium miners.  European Journal of Cancer, 33, 8, 14 -14(1) Zaire et al, 1997. Unexpected rates of chromosomal instabilities and alterations of hormone levels in Namibian uranium miners.  Radiation 
Research 147, 5, 579 – 584 McDiarmid et al 2002.  Health Effects of Depleted Uranium on Exposed Gulf War Veterans.  Environm Research, 82,2, 168-180 Raymond-wish et al 2007. Drinking water with uranium below the U.S.EPA water standard causes estrogen receptor-
dependent responses in female mice.  Environ Health Persp.  115, 12, 1711-1716 Henner 2008. Bioaccumulation of radionuclides and induced biological effects in situations of chronic exposure of ecosystems – an uranium case study Prof. Doug Brugge, Department of Public 
Health and Family Medicine, Tufts University School of Medicine,, Health effects of uranium: new research findings IPPNW.  Health effects of ionising radiation: Summary of expert meeting in Ulm, Germany, October 19th, 2013 
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U and the radioactive progeny of U will be 
assessed.   
 
In order to understand the contribution of the 
proposed uranium production, the information in 
Beatrix Mine’s current radiological assessment 
reports and its Certificate of Registration (CoR), in 
terms of the National Nuclear Act, 47 of 1999 and 
its Regulations, is important to demonstrate 
current exposure and regulatory compliance.   If 
possible, we shall appreciate a copies of the 
aforementioned documents. 
Conclusion 
 
While the FSE is not opposed to the current 
application, we respectfully request that we be 
allowed to engage virtually on an assessment of 
the risks and hazards, and proposed mitigation 
measures and that our above requests for 
information be favourably responded to.  
 

A virtual meeting took place on Monday, 12 January at 13:30 2026 between Mariette Liefferink, CEO: Federation for a Sustainable Environment (FSE) and GCS 

Clarity was requested on the applications for the 
Southern Free State (SOFS) Mining Right (FS 
10005 MR) and the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) and if it incorporates 
the transfer/sale to Neo Uranium Resources 
South Africa (Neo Energy). 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

GCS responded that Sibanye-Stillwater has two Mining Rights. 
The existing Beatrix Mining Right – (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shaft and 
Beatrix 4 Shaft (Beisa)) (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) is situated 
within the Free State Province, in the Magisterial Districts of 
Theunissen and Ventersburg. It is located approximately 25 km 
south of Virginia, within the jurisdiction of both the Matjhabeng 
and Masilonyana Local Municipalities. 
Beatrix Mining Right comprises: 

 Four Shafts (three operational (Beatrix 1 to 3 Shafts) 
and one on care and maintenance (Beatrix 4 Shaft 
(Beisa)) 

 Two Metallurgical Plants 
 Four Tailings Storage Facilities (TSF) 
 Five Surface Waste Rock Dumps (WRD) 
 Return Water and Evaporation Dams 
 Other Supporting infrastructure 

The SOFS existing Mining Right (FS 10005 MR) (SOFS 
Operations) is situated in the Free State Magisterial District of 
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Ventersburg, Theunissen and Winburg. The Mining Right is 
located approximately 6 km south of Virginia, within the 
jurisdiction of both the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana Local 
Municipalities. 
 
Currently no mining taking place, however the following has 
been previously approved: 

 Shafts 
 Metallurgical Plant 
 TSF 
 WRDs 
 Stormwater Management and Pollution Control Dams 
 Sewerage Treatment Plant 
 Supporting Infrastructure 

 
Neo Energy, a subsidiary of Neo Energy Metals, has received 
approval from the South African Reserve Bank to proceed with 
the acquisition of Sibanye-Stillwater’s Beatrix 4 Shaft. In support 
of the acquisition, Sibanye-Stillwater is required to undertake the 
following actions: 

 Transfer ownership of the Southern Free State (SOFS) 
Mining Right (FS 10005 MR), currently held by 
Witwatersrand Consolidated Gold Resources (Wits 
Gold), to Sibanye Gold Proprietary Limited (Sibanye 
Gold). 

 Consolidate a portion of the Sibanye Gold Beatrix 
Mining Right (FS 10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) into the 
SOFS Mining Right (FS 10005 MR). 

 Transfer the remainder of the Beatrix Mining Right (FS 
10047 MR (FS 081 MR)) from Sibanye Gold to Neo 
Energy. This application forms part of the next phase. 

 
These administrative processes do not involve any modifications 
to the existing mining operations or associated infrastructure. All 
mining activities and supporting systems will continue as 
previously authorised. 

Concern was expressed that the introduction of 
uranium mining would result in a new set of 
impacts and risks that have not yet been 
assessed. Comments relate specifically to Neo 
Energy and should be included in the Comments 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The comments were included above (8 January 2026) for future 
reference by Neo Energy. 
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and Response Report (CRR) (this document) for 
future action, by Neo Energy.  

Were any amendments made to the Water Use 
Licence? 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The 2018 Water Use Licence and 2022 update have been 
attached to the Final BAR. 

The report indicates the presence of nine 
evaporation dams within the Wolvepan and 
Rietpan Evaporation Complex, which are 
reportedly not currently in use.  
Concern was expressed that, notwithstanding 
their current operational status, stormwater 
runoff from Harmony Gold’s areas continues to 
enter the drainage system that ultimately 
discharges into these pans. Reported seepage 
from Harmony Gold’s Tailings Storage Facility 
(TSF), as well as references to possible 
unauthorised discharges from wastewater 
treatment works and other unclassified sources 
were noted. 
Based on this information, it was inferred that 
these evaporation dams may still be subject to 
ongoing impacts. Clarity is requested on whether 
the dams continue to be monitored, and whether 
stormwater runoff and seepage are having a 
measurable impact on water quality. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request would be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for 
consideration and response. 

Enquiry was made about the Wolvepan and 
Rietpan assessments and the SRK site visit 
undertaken in 2019 was referenced; noting that 
the report indicates the survey of boreholes was 
not comprehensive due to access and technical 
difficulties encountered at the time.  
 
Were these limitations addressed as part of the 
Water Use Licence amendment process? 
 
It was noted that the report identifies a range of 
contaminant migration pathways, indicating that, 
even where infrastructure such as pans or dams 
may no longer be in active use, migration can 
still occur. These pathways include surface water 
runoff, open and buried tunnels, trenches, 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request would be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for 
consideration and response. 
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stormwater channels, unsaturated media, and 
groundwater flow. 

The SRK report indicates that groundwater may 
be affected by radioactive decay and enquired 
whether the status and extent of radiological 
decay have been adequately assessed.  
 
The query relates specifically to the current 
status of radioactive decay, rather than future 
projections. The SRK report notes a lack of pre-
mining baseline data and therefore identifies 
continued monitoring and trend analysis as a 
high priority.  
 
The FSE would request a copy of the Water Use 
Licence from Sibanye-Stillwater.  

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Sibanye-Stillwater will be made aware of the request of the FSE 
to obtain a copy of the 2018 Water Use Licence and its 2022 
update/amendment. 

Enquiry was made about the current condition of 
Wolvepan and the evaporation dams, and 
whether water quality at these facilities complies 
with the applicable Resource Quality Objectives 
(RQOs). The hydrological assessment indicates 
sulphate concentrations of approximately 600 
mg/L and electrical conductivity (EC) values of 
approximately 1 500 mg/L, which may suggest 
seepage. The report indicates an anticipated 
plume footprint of approximately 443 m by 2025. 
It would be useful to review recent water quality 
monitoring results demonstrating regular 
monitoring at borehole B39 and enquired 
whether borehole B2 will be incorporated into the 
groundwater monitoring network. The delineation 
of the study area should be reviewed and 
assumed that these aspects would be addressed 
as part of the amendment to the Water Use 
Licence. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

The wetland assessment identifies the Lower 
Foothill wetlands as endangered. Several pans 
have historically been utilised for the 
containment of dirty mine water and tailings, 
resulting in a high level of transformation and 
ecological degradation. Sight of the closure plan 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request will be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for consideration 
and response. 
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was requested, specifically to understand 
whether progressive and concurrent 
rehabilitation of the dams is proposed.  
The assessment identifies Wolvepan and 
Rietpan as having a very high Ecological 
Importance and Sensitivity (EIS), largely due to 
the presence and concentration of waterbird 
species of conservation importance. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

The FSE is a member of the Waterberg–
Bojanala Priority Area stakeholder group and 
noted that the dust monitoring and dust control 
regulations are currently being amended or are 
in the process of amendment. The draft BAR 
refers to dustfall monitoring being undertaken in 
accordance with non-residential limits. 
 
The regulatory amendments will introduce 
revised definitions of residential and non-
residential areas in line with Spatial Planning and 
Land Use Management Act, 2013 (Act No. 16 of 
2013), with the implication that farm areas and 
informal settlements will now fall within the 
residential dustfall limits prescribed under the 
Dustfall Standards, namely 600 mg/m²/day. 
 
The FSE enquired whether Sibanye intends to 
undertake dustfall monitoring in accordance with 
residential limits, given the presence of farm 
dwellings and rural settlements in the 
surrounding area. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request will be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for consideration 
and response. 

In reviewing the need and desirability section, it 
was found that the discussion of negative 
impacts is difficult to interpret. The operations 
have been in place for many years and impacts 
such as topographical and landform alteration 
would already have occurred. As such, the 
inclusion of these aspects was questioned. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

Impacts relating to soil and land capability loss, 
groundwater quality, wetland function, and air 
quality (dustfall) are existing and ongoing in 
nature, rather than future or hypothetical 
impacts. The assessment should clearly 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 
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distinguish between historic, current, and 
reasonably foreseeable future impacts. 

The Environmental Management Programme 
(EMPr) largely describes existing management 
measures that are retrospective in nature. 
Measures such as topsoil stripping and 
stockpiling, erosion control, and related controls 
are standard practices that should already be 
implemented for an established operation. 
 
It was suggested that the EMPr should clearly 
address both the current impacts associated with 
ongoing operations and the impacts that may 
reasonably be anticipated in the future. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The EMPr has been retained across all project phases for 
completeness and regulatory continuity. 

Grazing or designation of land as wilderness is 
not a sufficiently sustainable post-mining land 
use on its own. Sustainable land use must align 
with the principles of sustainable development 
and that rehabilitation should aim, as far as 
reasonably practicable, to restore the land to its 
pre-mining condition. Closure objectives should 
support sustainable livelihood opportunities, 
which must be agreed upon with interested and 
affected parties. Grazing alone is not considered 
an activity that offers meaningful economic 
potential following mine closure. 
The proposed mine closure strategy refers to 
economic succession, economic diversification, 
and long-term sustainability. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

The FSE requested a copy of the trigger–action–
response plan relating to uranium, as well as 
confirmation from the National Nuclear Regulator 
(NNR) in the form of a clearance certificate 
issued in terms of the National Nuclear Regulator 
Act and its associated regulations. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request will be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for consideration 
and response. 

The FSE indicated an expectation that the 
closure plan be updated. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The closure plan is currently being updated. It is anticipated that 
the updated closure plan will be available during the first quarter 
of the 2026. In the interim, GCS has relied on the previously 
approved closure plan and has applied the amended preliminary 
financial provision costings where relevant. 
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Has Harmony Gold, as a neighbouring operation, 
been informed of the application, noting that, 
according to John van Wyk, they had not been 
notified.  

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Harmony Gold has not been informed to date of the application 
and will be notified as soon as possible. 

Potential impacts have to be considered and 
managed at a regional scale, noting that both 
Harmony Gold and Sibanye-Stillwater operate 
within the same catchment management context. 
A coordinated and cooperative approach 
between the neighbouring operations would be 
beneficial, particularly in relation to shared water 
resources and cumulative impacts. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Harmony Gold will be informed and requested for heir inputs. 

The FSE queried how the Beatrix 4 Shaft, which 
is currently under care and maintenance and not 
economically viable to Sibanye Gold, satisfies 
the need and desirability criteria in the context of 
Neo Energy’s proposed acquisition. Neo 
Energy’s stated intention is to mine uranium and 
suggested that the renewed interest may be 
driven by more favourable uranium market 
conditions. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This matter would need to be addressed directly by Neo Energy, 
as they have undertaken their own technical studies, economic 
assessments, and cost modelling. GCS does not have access to 
sufficient detail to comment on Neo Energy’s commercial 
rationale at this stage. 

Recent media articles were referenced in which 
Neo Energy’s statements regarding the proposed 
acquisition were discussed. The articles 
reference Neo Energy’s interest in the Beatrix 4 
Shaft including statements relating to clean-
energy positioning and the acquisition of 
surrounding areas. The articles indicate that Neo 
Energy had signed an acquisition agreement 
with Sibanye Stillwater in relation to the 4 Shaft. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The acquisition agreement serves as a mechanism to initiate the 
transaction and sets out the required terms and conditions. The 
agreement is subject to multiple regulatory and transactional 
approvals and does not constitute a transfer of ownership. 
Ownership of Beatrix 4 Shaft will only transfer once all approvals 
and conditions precedent have been fulfilled. At this stage, 
Sibanye-Stillwater remains the owner, and the transaction with 
Neo Energy Metals is still ongoing. 

The FSE would like to review the approved 
Social and Labour Plan (SLP) and enquired 
whether Neo Energy would be required to 
prepare its own SLP, either at the current stage 
or following approval of the transaction. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request will be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for consideration 
and response. 
 
GCS confirmed that the SLPs are currently being updated in 
response to a request from the DMPR that these updates be 
undertaken concurrently. The update process is being led by 
Sibanye Gold’s social team and includes ongoing engagement 
with stakeholders and the relevant municipalities, as well as 
agreement on project commitments. Initial discussions have 
taken place with Neo Energy to ensure alignment between 
existing and future SLP commitments. It is anticipated that the 
updated SLPs will be finalised in due course. 
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The FSE expressed interest to be registered on 
the stakeholder database of any future Neo 
Energy applications. GCS was requested to 
facilitate this request. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

The project database and the CRR will be shared with Neo 
Energy. 

The hydrogeological assessment indicates that 
the Beatrix 4 Shaft is underlain by important 
aquifer systems characterised by high 
vulnerability. Concerns were expressed 
regarding significant plume expansion and the 
potential for decant during the post-closure 
phase. It was emphasised that this is particularly 
important in the context of future uranium-
bearing waste, as it is necessary to understand 
the expected uranium concentrations and 
associated radiological risk. It is required to 
confirm whether exposures may exceed the 
regulatory thresholds of 250 μSv per annum for 
public exposure and/or activity concentrations of 
500 Bq/kg. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

The SRK (2019) report includes a number of 
recommendations that have been incorporated 
into both the draft BARs. These 
recommendations relate to ongoing monitoring, 
pathway management, receptor protection, and 
measures to reduce seepage from the Tailings 
Storage Facilities (TSF) and evaporation dams. 
It is expected that these measures will be fully 
implemented and that compliance will be 
maintained with the applicable RQOs. 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 

The BAR indicates a requirement for monitoring 
of the aardvark (Orycteropus afer) and the black-
footed cat (Felis nigripes). It would be useful to 
obtain any available monitoring reports for these 
species, together with details of the mitigation 
and management measures currently 
implemented to protect grassland raptors, the 
African grass owl (Tyto capensis), and the giant 
bullfrog (Pyxicephalus adspersus). 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

This request would be forwarded to Sibanye Gold for 
consideration and response. 

Regarding air quality and dust management, the 
draft BAR recommends the progressive 
rehabilitation of disturbed areas, the continuation 
of monthly dustfall monitoring, and the 

Mariette Liefferink, 
CEO FSE 

12 January 
2026 

Virtual 
meeting 

Noted. 
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maintenance of a documented record of 
monitoring results and compliance responses. 
 
It is expected that the mine will implement these 
measures in accordance with the approved 
EMPr. 

Subject properties are mostly high potential 
agricultural land. Department has mandate to 
protect agricultural land for food security in the 
country. 

Gabriel Kgaphola 
Dalrrd 

8 January 
2026 

Email 

GCS responded on 8 January 2026 via email as follows: 
The Mining Rights and the associated Environmental 
Authorisations have already been granted. This application is 
administrative in nature and does not entail any physical 
alterations to the land. 
 
On this basis, please confirm that no further application is 
required. 

Kindly find the comments below. Comments 
have been routed for signature and the signed 
comments will be submitted in due course. 
 
The submitted Basic Assessment (BA) is for the 
proposed administrative amendment to the 
Beatrix Mining Right (MR) in the Free State 
Province. The Beatrix MR (FS 10047 MR (FS 
081 MR)) covers Beatrix 4 Shaft (the Beisa 
Project /Operation), situated south of Virginia 
and within the Matjhabeng and Masilonyana 
Local Municipalities. The application concerns 
the consolidation and restructuring of existing 
mining rights following Sibanye-Stillwater’s 
transaction with Neo Uranium Resources South 
Africa (Neo Energy) and the following is noted. 

 The mining operations are already 
authorised under the approved 
Environmental Management Programme 
(EMPr) and will continue within the 
existing footprint. 

 The amendment is administrative in 
nature and does not entail new physical 
development, mining expansion, or 
intensification of activities. 

This office has evaluated the BAR and the 
EMPR, and the comments are as follows: 

Melato Boitumelo, 
Department of 
Water and 
Sanitations (DWS) 
Free State 

14 January 
2026 

Email 

The comments from the DWS are acknowledged and the 
recommendations in terms of additional application procedures 
for Water Use Licences and / or amendments are noted and will 
be considered by Sibayne-Stillwater and the information will be 
communicated to Neo Energy. 
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 Sibanye-Stillwater: Beatrix Operation is 
in possession of a Water Use 
Authorisation which includes water use 
activities for Beatrix 4 Shaft. Therefore, 
Neo Energy must submit a Water Use 
Licence Application for Beatrix 4 Shaft 
since Neo Energy will be engaging in the 
water use activities. 

 Sibanye-Stillwater: Beatrix Operation 
must submit a request for a Water Use 
Licence amendment to this office for the 
deletion of water use conditions on the 
issued Water Use Licence.   

 Soil erosion and stormwater 
management must be put in place 
through all stages of the project. 

 Sanitary conveniences which cause or is 
likely to cause pollution of a water 
resource should not be located within the 
1:100-year flood line or 100m of any 
watercourse or borehole. 

 All fuel and lubricants must be stored in 
sealed containers at least 100m from the 
nearest water course and all reasonable 
precautions must be taken to prevent 
any possible pollution. 

 
The applicant shall further note that in terms of 
Section 19(1) of the National Water Act: Act 36 
of 1998 it is stated that: An owner of land, a 
person in control of land or a person who 
occupies or uses the land on which – (a) any 
activity or process is or was performed or 
undertaken, or (b) any other situation exists, 
which causes, has caused or likely to cause 
pollution to a water resource must take all 
reasonable measures to prevent any such 
pollution from occurring, continuing or recurring”. 
Therefore, any pollution incident(s) originating 
from this project shall be reported to Department 
of Water Sanitation: Free State Operations within 
24 hours. 
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